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Appointments

1.  P Lakshmana Reddy appointed as first Lokayukta of Andhra Pradesh.

2. Andhra Pradesh (AP) government appointed P Lakshmana Reddy as state’s Lokayukta for five years.

3. Government appointed Justice Meenakshi Madan Rai as acting Chief Justice of Sikkim high court.

4. Government appointed RKS Bhadauria as New Chief of Indian Air Force (presently Vice Chief of IAF).

5. Govt appointed P.K .Mishra as Principal Secretary to Prime Minister and P.K. Sinha as Principal Advisor to Prime Minister.

6. Govt. approved appointment of four new judges to Supreme Court, taking strength of Judges in SC to 34 (highest ever so far).

Newly appointed SC judges - Krishna Murari, V. Ramasubramanian, S Ravindra Bhat, Hrishikesh Roy.

1. Supreme Court Judges strength was increased from 31 to 34 after enactment of Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Bill of

2019 into law.

2. Originally, Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act 1956 provided for a maximum number of 10 judges (excluding CJI). This

has been increased to current nunber after several phases of enhancements.

7. Haryana Government appointed cricket legend Kapil Dev as first Chancellor of Haryana's first Sports University in Rai

(Sonepat).

8. Karnataka Bank Chief Mahabaleshwara MS has been inducted to managing committee of Indian Banks’ Association (IBA).

9. US President Donald Trump named Robert C. O’Brien as new US National Security Adviser (NSA).

10. United Nations appointed former Indian Army Lieutenant General Abhijit Guha to lead UN mission in port city of Hodeida,

Yemen. Guha will also hold act as Chairman of Redeployment Coordination Committee (RCC) that is tasked with deploying forces

of the Yemeni warring parties in accordance with their agreement.

Top

Awards

1. Super 30 founder noted mathematician Anand Kumar has been felicitated in US with a prestigious Education Excellence Award

2019. Anand has been running highly innovative Super 30 programme for last 18 years. He mentors 30 students free off cost

through a year-long residential coaching for India’s premier engineering enrance exam IIT-JEE.

2. Arcadia Education Project in South Kanarchor of Bangladesh won prestigious Aga Khan Architecture Award 2019 in Kajan

(Russia). Project is about construction of a floating school in an area which is underwater during monsoon for welfare of

marginalised children.

3. Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina received Dr Kalam Smriti International Excellence Award 2019 in Dhaka, instituted in memory of

former President Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.

4. Bollywood Film Gully Boy has been nominated for Oscar 2020 Awards in Best International Feature Film category, starring

Ranveer Singh and Alia Bhatt and Directed by Zoya Akhtar.

5. Home ministry announced a new honour named Sardar Patel National Unity Award to individuals and persons for promoting

national unity and integrity. Decoration will be in shape of lotus leaf, with length 6cms and breadth 2cms. The decoration which

will be made of fine silver and gold would be of thickness 4mm.

6. IIFA Cinema Awards 2019 -
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1. Best Actor (Male): Ranveer Singh for Padmaava

2. Best Actor (Female): Alia Bhatt for Raazi

3. Best Film: Raazi

4. Best Director: Sriram Raghavan for Andhadhun

5. Best Story Award: AndhaDhun.

6. Best Supporting Actor (Female): Aditi Rao Hydari for Padmaavat

7. Best Supporting Actor (Male): Vicky Kaushal for Sanju

8. Best Lyrics: Amitabh Bhattacharya for Dhadak

9. Best Playback Singer (Male): Arijit Singh for Ae Watan from Raazi

10. Best Debut Award (Female): Sara Ali Khan for Kedarnath

11. Best Debut Award (Male): Ishaan Khatter for Dhadak

12. 20 Years Best Actor (Female): Deepika Padukone

13. 20 Years Best Actor (Male): Ranbir Kapoor.

14. Best Playback Singer (Female): Harshdeep Kaur and Vibha Saraf for Dilbaro from Raazi

15. Best Music: Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety

16. Best music in the last 20 years: Pritam

17. Best film of the past 20 years: Kaho Na Pyaar Hai

18. Lifetime Achievement Award: Legendary actor and comedian Jagdeep Jaffery

7. IPS officer Chhaya Sharma who led investigation of the 2012 Nirbhaya gangrape was selected for the 2019 Asia Society Game

Changers Award along with six others by Asia Society.

8. Indian actor Neena Gupta won 2 awards at Indian International Film Festival of Boston. She was named Best Actress award for

‘Badhaai Ho‘ and her film ‘The Last Color‘ emerged victorious in Best Feature Film category.

9. India’s ‘Yogi of the Racetrack’  won ‘Best Video’ award for the Asia & Pacific Region in the UNWTO Tourism Video Competition

2019. Its a short promotional film on Yoga, which was produced by Union Ministry of Tourism. It was announced during 23rd

session of UN World Tourism Organization’s (UNWTO) General Assembly 2019 in Saint Petersburg (Russia).

10. Meghalaya-based activist Agnes Kharshiing, who survived an assault by coal mafia almost a year ago, received 11th International

Hrant Dink Award. She received award along with Turkish activist against male violence, Nebahat Akkoc. The award

commemorates Turkish-Armenian journalist Hrant Dink, who was killed in 2007.

11. Moti Bagh, a documentary based on an Uttarakhand farmer’s life has been nominated for Oscars 2020. It is directed by Nirmal

Chander, and is based on the life of a farmer called Vidyadutt.

12. Navdeep Singh Suri, India’s envoy to United Arab Emirates, has been honoured with the First Class Order of Zayed II award. He

was awarded by UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan for his contribution to strengthening friendly relations.

13. Noted Indian photographer Raghu Rai chosen as first recipient of the inaugural “Academie des beaux-arts Photography Award –

William Klein” for 2019 and will be awarded in Palais de l’Institut de France, Paris, France on October 30.

1. Award is named in honour of William Klein, the American born French photographer and filmmaker. It carries monetary

prize of 1,20,000 euros.

14. Noted music director Usha Khanna has been awarded Maharashtra government’s Lata Mangeshkar Award 2019-20. The award

was instituted in 1993 and consists of Rs 5,00,000 cash.

15. Swedish  Climate change activist Greta Thunberg won Amnesty International Ambassador of Conscience Award. Amnesty

International recognised Swedish teenager Greta, and Fridays for Future Movement, for their work in bringing people’s attention

to problem of climate change.

16. UNESCO Conferred winners of Literacy Prizes 2019, on International Literacy Day - Sep 9, 2019. Winners -

1. UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize awards for mother-tongue literacy education and training, sponsored by South Korea

1. National Strategy for Multilingual Literacy programme of Algeria’s National Adult Literacy and Education Office.

2. Senegal’s Textile Fibres and Development Company (SODEFITEX) for its vocational training for farmers in southern

Senegal.

2. UNESCO Confucius Prize for Literacy (Supported by China)

1. Obras Escuela programme of Camacol Antioquia, Colombian construction industry’s professional organization.

2. BASAbali Wiki programme of Indonesia’s BASAbali group.

3. TELL ME - Theatre for Education and Literacy Learning of Migrants in Europe programme.

Top
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Books

1. Book Rethinking Good Governance written by former Comptroller Auditor General (CAG) Vinod Rai has been released.

2. Book The Cousins Thackeray: Uddhav, Raj and the Shadow of their Senas written by journalist Dhaval Kulkarni has been

released.

3. Pictorial biography of PM Narendra Modi titled ‘Turbulence & Triumph: The Modi Years’ jointly authored by Rahul Agarwal and

Bharathi S Pradhan will release in October 2019.

Top

Committees

1. Government formed a Standing Committee for Information Technology comprising of 31 Members of Parliament (MP), with

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor as Chairperson of committee.

2. Govt. constituted a Company Law Committee for examining and making recommendations on various provisions and issues

pertaining to implementation of Companies Act 2013 and Limited Liability Partnership Act 2008, aimed at improving ease of

doing business. It is headed by Secretary in Ministry of Corporate Affairs (Currently Injeti Srinivas).

3. Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (Meity) framed panel headed by Infosys co-founder Kris Gopalakrishnan to

study issues related to non-personal data and suggest ways to regulate non-personal data.

4. RBI panel headed by RBI Deputy Governor mahesh kumar jain suggested creating an institution like the GST (Goods and

Services Tax ) Council to implement reforms in agricultural sector. It also made several other recommendations Including -

1. Banks are required to develop a management information system (MIS) to sanction loans against gold as collateral in core

banking solution (CBS) platform for better monitoring of end-use of funds.

2. Banks should increase credit supply for agricultural activities and give consumption loans to farmers up to Rs 1 lakh.

3. Without any intermediaries,  limit of 3 lakh for waiving collateral security by the banks in case of tie-up arrangements should

be revisited to Rs 5 lakh under existing KCC (Kisan Credit Card ) norms.

5. SEBI has formed a committee headed by Ishaat Hussain to suggest possible measures and regulations in creating the ‘social stock

exchanges’. It will make recommendations for social stock exchanges within securities market domain in order to facilitate the

fund raisings by social enterprises and voluntary organizations.

Top

Days

1. Sep 12 - UN International Day for South South Cooperation.

2. Sep 14 is observed as Hindi Diwas. On the occasion, International Hindi Conference was organised by World Hindi Council in

New Delhi. It commemorates adoption of Hindi written in Devanagari script as one of the two official languages of the Republic of

India by Constituent Assembly of India, in 1949.

3. Sep 15 - Engineer's Day in India. It commemorates Mokshagundam Vishweshvaraya (popularly known as Sir MV). In 1955, he

was conferred India's highest honour, Bharat Ratna. 15 September is celebrated as Engineer's Day in India, Sri Lanka and

Tanzania in his memory.

1. He was chief engineer responsible for the construction of Krishna Raja Sagara dam in North-West suburb of Mysuru city and

chief engineer of flood protection system for city of Hyderabad.

2. Vinod Kumar Yadav, Railway Board Chairman was presented with Eminent Engineers Award on this occasion. Theme of

52ndEngineers’ Day was “Engineering for change”.

3. However, Telangana state celebrates Engineers day on July 11th on birthday of Ali Nawaz Jung Bahadur.

4. Sep 15 - International Day of Democracy. 2019 Theme is Participation.

5. Sep 16 - UN International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer. 2019 Theme is 32 Years and Healing. It celebrates over

three decades of remarkable international cooperation to protect ozone layer and climate under Montreal Protocol. Montreal

Protocol has led to phase-out of 99 % of ozone-depleting chemicals.

6. Sep 17, 2019 is observed as first World Patient Safety Day by World Health Organisation (WHO). 2019 theme is Patient Safety: a

global health priority.

7. Sep 18 is observed as World Water Monitoring Day, established in 2003 by America's Clean Water Foundation (ACWF) as a

global educational outreach program. It is also observed as World Bamboo Day.
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Top

Defence

1. 28th edition of India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (Indo-Thai CORPAT) between Indian Navy and Thailand Navy held at

Bangkok (Thailand).

2. Brief Stand-off occured between Indian and Chinese border troops near Pangong Tso lake in eastern Ladakh. The confrontation

began on northern bank of 134-km-long Pangong Tso, two-thirds (nearly 66%) of which is controlled by China as it extends into

Tibet.

1. Patrolling Indian troops were confronted by People’s Liberation Army (China) soldiers, who objected to their presence near

Pangong Tso. This led to a scuffle between two sides.

3. Contract for modernisation of Air Defence Complex Kashmir and Radar Fregat MAE on P-15 (Delhi Class) of ships signed

between India and JSC Rosoboronexport, Russian Federation.

4. DRDO executed first-ever successful arrested landing of Light Combat Aircraft(LCA) Tejas (Navy) at test facility in Goa, as a step

towards aircraft getting operational on aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya.

5. DRDO handed over 2nd indigenously developed AWACS (Airborne Early Warning and Control) aircraft, ‘Netra’ to the Indian Air

Force(IAF).

6. DRDO handed over a New-Generation Wargaming Software developed by New Delhi-based Institute for Systems Studies and

Analysis (ISSA) to Indian Navy. New-Gen Wargaming Software is aimed at creating an environment that would enable Maritime

Warfare Centres (MWCs) to train using latest technological and computing tools.

7. DRDO's Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) called ‘Rustom-2’ crashed during a trial in an agriculture field in Chitradurga district of

Karnataka.

8. DRDO's all-weather beyond-visual-range air-to-air Astra missile successfully tested from a Sukhoi Su-30MKI combat aircraft,

with range of over 70 kilometres.

9. Exercise codenamed ‘HimVijay’ will be carrid out by India in October 2019 in Arunachal Pradesh, close to borders with China.

Indian Armed Forces plan to deploy their latest American weapons systems such as M777 ultra-light howitzers and Chinook

heavy-lift helicopters.

10. First trilateral exercise of Singapore, Thailand and Indian Navies called SITMEX, commenced at Port Blair (Andaman and

Nicobar Islands).

11. India US Joint Army Exercise Yudh Abhyas - 2019 conducted at Joint Base Lewis Mc Chord, Washington (USA), as 15th edition

of joint exercise between India-USA.

12. Indian Air Force (IAF) inaugurated resurfaced runway at Vijaynagar Advance Landing Ground (ALG) in Changlang District in

Arunachal Pradesh, which will enable operations by military transport aircraft at the base near China border. This has also re-

established military transport aircraft connectivity at this Eastern most hamlet of India.

13. Indian Air Force (IAF) resurrected Air Force Station (AFS) Ambala-based Number 17 Squadron, also known as ‘Golden Arrows’,

which will operate 1st squadron of Rafale fighter jets. First batch of Rafale jets are scheduled to be formally handed over to

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on 8 October in France and are set to arrive in India in May 2020.

14. Science & Technology Minister Harsh Vardhan launched National Centre for Clean Coal Research and Development (NCCCR&D)

at Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bengaluru.

1. NCCCR&D is a national consortium on clean coal research and development led by IISc, partnered by IIT- Kharagpur,

Madras, Guwahati, Bombay and Hyderabad.

2. Consortium will identify gaps in clean coal technology, as major problem being faced by Indian power plants is high level of

pollutants and low thermal efficiency.

15. Thailand and Indian Navies held 28th cycle of Indo-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (INDO-THAI CORPAT), at Phuket (Thailand).

Top

Economy

1.  Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman notified that 2% Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) on cash payments above Rs 1 crore made

through Agricultural Produce Market Committees (APMCs) will be exempted, from October 1, 2019. This is aimed to discourage

cash transactions and move towards a less-cash economy.
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1. Government also gave 15 percentage points additional depreciation rate to commercial vehicles, taking it to 45 %, available

for vehicles bought between August 23 and March 31 in current financial year.

2. Minister of Commerce & Industry and Railways, Piyush Goyal launched Steel Import Monitoring System (SIMS) in New Delhi,

developed on pattern of US Steel Import Monitoring and Analysis (SIMA) system. SIMS will provide advance information about

steel imports to Government and stake holders, to have effective policy interventions.

3. Airtel Payments Bank launched ‘Bharosa savings account’ Scheme -

1. It will enable customers to withdraw cash, check balance or access a mini statement of their account at over 6,50,000

Aadhaar-enabled payment system (AePS) enabled outlets across India.

2. It will let customers open a savings account with 500 minimum monthly balance. It offers 5 lakh personal accident insurance

on maintaining balance of 500.

4. Bank of Baroda (BoB) launched an agriculture digital platform called “Baroda Kisan” in Bardoli (Gujarat), to address various

needs of farmers. Earlier, BoB signed MoU with 6 firms namely Skymet Weather Services, Weather Risk Management Services,

BigHaat, Agrostar India, EM3 Agri Services and Poorti Agri Services to develop “Baroda Kisan”.

5. Central Board of Direct Tax(CBDT) has set up National e-Assessment Centre (NeAC) for electronically assessing the tax returns

which would reduce human interventions thereby reducing corruption. CBDT appointed Krishna Mohan Prasad as first Principal

Chief Commissioner of Income Tax (Pr.CCIT) of NeAC.

6. Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) will pay 8.65% interest (up from 8.55 %) on the deposits of more than 6 crore

subscribers for the period of 2018-19. Its first increase in interest rate of Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) in past two years.

7. Fiannce and corporate affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced several measures to boost economic growth. Rs 70,000

crore package for the exports and real estate sectors was announced, including setting up of a stressed asset fund.

1. Scheme for Remission of Duties or Taxes on Export Product (RoDTEP) will replace Merchandise Exports from India Scheme

(MEIS). It will come into effect from January 1, 2020. RODTEP will more than adequately incentivize exporters than existing

schemes put together. Revenue government will forego on scheme is projected at Rs 50,000 crores.

2. Fully electronic refund module (FORM GSAT RFD-01) for quick and automated refund of Input Tax Credits (ITC) in Goods

and Service Tax (GST) will monitor and speed up ITC refunds.

3. Export Credit Guarantee Corporation (ECGC) will expand the scope of Export Credit Insurance Scheme (ECIS). It will offer

higher insurance cover to banks lending working capital for exports. This will enable reduction in overall cost of export credit

including interest rates, especially to MSMEs.

4. Revised Priority Sector Lending (PSL) norms for Export Credit will release an additional Rs. 36,000 crores to Rs 68,000

crores as export credit under priority sector.

5. A mega shopping festival similar to the world-famous Dubai Shopping Festival, will be conducted at 4 places in India in

March 2020 on themes of gems and jewellery, handicraft/yoga/tourism, textiles and leather.

6. FTA Utilisation Mission will be set up to work with Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO) and export houses and

to utilise concessional tariffs in each FTA.

7. Goods and Services Tax Network stated that all new dealers will have to mandatorily make Aadhaar verification or physical

verification from January 1, 2020. This is aimed at checking malpractices in GST. Earlier, it was optional for the dealers.

8. An Online “Origin Management System” for exporters to enable them to obtain Certificates of Origin – CoO (under Rules of

Origin) will be launched by Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) in collaboration with Exports Inspection Council

(EIC).

9. Housing -

1. External Commercial Borrowing guidelines will be relaxed to facilitate financing of home buyers who are eligible under

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) in consultation with RBI.

2. Government servants contribute to a major component of demand for houses. This will encourage more government

servants to buy new houses.

3. Special Window to provide last mile funding for housing projects which are non- NPA (Non Performing Assets) and

non-National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) Projects and are Net worth positive in affordable and middle income

category to be set up. Objective is to focus on construction of unfinished units.

4. Stress fund of Rs 20,000 crore for real estate will provide last-mile funding for housing projects that are not in

bankruptcy court or already tagged as bad debt and will benefit nearly 8.5 lakh home buyers.  10000 crores to be

contributed by Govt.



8. Finance & Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitaraman Introduced Taxation Laws (Amendment) Ordinance 2019 in Goa, with

several amendments in Income-tax Act 1961 and Finance (No. 2) Act 2019.

1. As per a New provision Inserted in Income Tax act, any domestic company will have option to pay income-tax at the rate

of 22% from earlier 30% subject to condition that they will not avail any exemption/incentive. Effective tax rate will

be 25.17% inclusive of surcharge & cess. They are not required to pay Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT).

1. Total revenue foregone for reduction in corporate tax rate and other relief is estimated at 145000 crores.

2. Any new domestic company incorporated on or after October 1, 2019 making fresh investment in manufacturing was given

an option to pay income-tax at rate of 15% from earlier 25%.

1. It is available to companies which do not avail any exemption/incentive and commence production on or before March

31, 2023

2. The effective tax rate for these companies will be 17.01% inclusive of surcharge & cess.

3. They are not required to pay Minimum Alternate Tax.

3. In order to provide relief to companies which continue to avail exemptions/incentives, the rate of Minimum Alternate Tax

was reduced from existing 18.5% to 15%.

4. Enhanced surcharge introduced by Finance (No.2) Act 2019 will not apply on -

1. Capital gains arising on sale of equity share in a company / unit, in hands of an individual, Hindu Undivided Family

(HUF), Association of Persons (AOP), Body of Individuals (BOI) and Artificial Juridical Person (AJP).

2. It shall also not apply to capital gains arising on sale of any security including derivatives, in the hands of Foreign

Portfolio Investors (FPIs).

5. To provide relief to listed companies which have already made a public announcement of buy-back before July 5, 2019, tax

on buy-back of shares for such companies will not be charged

1. In July, government, as part of Budget, had announced a 20 % tax on share buyback by listed companies.

6. Scope of Corporate social responsibility (CSR) 2% fund has been expanded. It can be spent on incubators funded by Central

or State Government or any agency or PSU of Central or State Government, and make contributions to public funded

Universities, Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), National Laboratories and Autonomous Bodies.

9. Global Payments Firm Visa and Indian payments Firm BillDesk partnered to roll out SI-Hub, a seamless and secure way to make

recurring payments using cards with a one-time enrollment.

10. Government stated that export of all varieties of onions shall be permitted only on Letter of Credit (LC) subject to minimum

export price (MEP) of US $ 850 per Metric Ton, aimed at curbing Onion exports amid price rise.

11. Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN) and Sa-Dhan along with FIDC (Finance Industry Development Council) jointly

launched ‘Code for Responsible Lending’ (CRL) for micro credit industry. Sa-Dhan is RBI recognised self-regulatory organisation

and industry association for microfinance industry.

1. In addition to CRL, a revised industry Code of Conduct (CoC) was also released for Microfinance Institutions (MFIs) that will

act as a binding set of principles for lending practices. One of pivotal guidelines in CRL mandates that only three microcredit

entities can lend to a client at same time. It also caps size of total lending to Rs.1 lakh per borrower.

2. A significant development in CRL adoption was signing up of Finance Industry Development Council (FIDC) which makes

CRL more inclusive in its coverage. FIDC is self-regulatory organisation for registered NBFCs.

12. Minister of Commerce & Industry and Railways, Piyush Goyal informed about Export Credit Insurance Scheme (ECIS) called

Nirvik, which was announced recently by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman as part of measures to boost exports.

1. To facilitate banks further, Ministry of Commerce & Industry has enhanced Insurance cover for Banks up to 90% for working

capital loans (from 60 % currently) and moderation in premium incidence for MSME sector. Enhanced cover will ensure that

Foreign and Rupee export credit interest rates will be below 4% and 8% respectively for exporters.

2. Scope of cover has been enlarged to cover not only principal outstanding but also for unpaid Interest. Cover percentage has

been enhanced to 90% from the present average of 60% for both Principal and Interest.

3. ECIS support shall be in force for 5-years and on conclusion, standard ECGC covers will be available for Banks with its

regular features.

4. For accounts with limits below Rs.80 crore the premium rates will be moderated to 0.60 per annum and for those exceeding

Rs.80 crore, it will be 0.72 per annum for the same enhanced cover.

13. Minister of Commerce & Industry and Railways, Piyush Goyal launched Common Digital Platform for Issuance of electronic

Certificates of Origin (CoO), as a single access point for all exporters and all agencies concerned. Authorities of partner countries

will be able to verify authenticity of certificates from website.



14. National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has rationalized merchant discount rate (MDR) on transactions with RuPay

debit cards, effective from 20 October 2019. MDR has been revised to 0.60 % on transactions above Rs 2000, with maximum of

150 per transaction. Currently, MDR of 0.90 % is charged on transactions above 2000, with maximum limit of 1000 per

transaction.

15. RBI and securities market regulator SEBI will jointly launch a framework that will freely enable exchange of borrower

information  between banks and credit rating agencies (CRAs) in more accurate manner.

1. It will bridge gap between default rates divulged by rating agencies that differed from report by RBI’s Central Repository of

Information on Large Credits (CRILC), a borrower-level database focusing on systemically important credit exposures.

2. Divergence is due to banks’ reluctance to exchange on any data about delays in payment of principal/interest to CRAs. Also,

CRAs do not have access to CRILC.

3. RBI also revised guidelines on concurrent audit system, Following recommendations of committee headed by Y.H.Malegam.

It Includes that Concurrent auditors will be appointed for upto 3 years, as against earlier tenure of 5 years.

16. RBI directed banks and NBFCs to stop sharing pattern of consumer’s credit information held by credit information companies

(CICs) with analytics firms, IT companies, institutional agents and unregulated parties.

1. RBI states such data sharing actions are against Credit Information Companies (Regulation) Act 2005 (CICRA). Data will be

provided by Banks & NBFCs to 4 consumer credit reporting agencies Equifax, Experian , TransUnion CIBIL and CRIF High

Mark and it will be confidential manner.

17. RBI expanded coverage of Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS) to include all categories of billers who raise recurring bills and

payments (except prepaid recharges) as eligible participants, on a voluntary basis.

1. RBI now allows other recurring bill payments like school fees, insurance premiums, EMIs and municipal taxes, which can

also be paid through BBPS.

2. At present, payment of recurring bills through BBPS is available only in five segments - direct to home (DTH), electricity,

gas, water and telecom.

18. RBI framed new guidelines in licensing Small Finance Banks(SFB) under ‘On-tap’ regime, to bring more participants in finance

banking. As per the new guideline -

1. SFBs should have 200 crores minimum capital (doubled from 100 Crores), except for such small finance banks which are

converted from Urban Co-operative Banks (UCBs). UCB’s should initially have at 100 crores, and should be enanced to 200

crores within 5 years. Proposed CAR is to be maintained at 15% (up from 9%).

2. On- tap licencing is a time-efficient feature that will allow eligible parties to obtain license on-demand basis and without the

need to wait. RBI allows license to the applicants throughout year.

3. SFBs will be listed within 3 years of reaching a net worth of Rs 500 crores.

4. Small private entities, payment banks, NBFCs, Micro Finance Institution(MFI) and cooperative banks to apply for SFB status

having run successfully for 5 years.

5. Only small private entities can apply for SFB and no large industrial and public sector entities will be allowed to become SFB.

Business groups, autonomous bodies, joint venture companies and promoters of universal banks will also not be allowed to

become SFB.

6. 10 SFBs were given licence initially in 2015. They were Ujjivan, Janalakshmi, ESAF, Equitas, Au Financiers, Capital Local

Area, Disha, RGVN, Suryoday and Utkarsh.

19. RBI has cut risk weight of consumer credit, including personal loans from 125 % to 100 %, enabling banks to give more loans for

purchasing various consumer products. This will reduce the cost of banks on personal loans, consumer loans and they can reduce

the interest rates for them. For all loans considered unsecured, till now there was a provision to keep a risk weight of at least 125

%.

20. RBI increased loan sanction limit for small exporters as priority sector lending (PSL) by banks to Rs 40 crore per borrower from

Rs 25 crore in order to boost credit to the export sector. Criteria of ‘units having a turnover of up to Rs 100 crore’ was removed.

21. RBI issued new order for banks and payment system operators regarding failed transactions of customers. Time period has been

fixed at 5 days for disposal of grievances and auto reversal of the amount on the failed transaction for the banks, termed as Turn

Around Time (TAT).

1. Banks will have to pay compensation to the customers if there is no settlement or reversal of the transaction within this time

period. This compensation will be as per Rs 100 per day after completion of the time period.

22. RBI stated that a bank’s exposure to a single NBFC (excluding gold loan companies) will be restricted to 20 % of that bank’s

eligible capital base. RBI had earlier spoken about harmonisation of single counterparty exposure limit for banks’ exposure to



single NBFCs with general single counterparty exposure limit.

1. Under revised guidelines on large exposure framework (LEF) effective from April 2019, a bank’s exposure to a single NBFC is

restricted to 15 % of its Tier I capital, while for entities in other sectors exposure limit is 20 % of Tier I capital of bank, which

can be extended to 25%.

23. Railways announced certain Freight incentives to give a boost to economy.

1. Busy season surcharge of 15 % on freight, which is levied between 1st of October to 30th June has been deferred. 

2. 5 % Supplementary charges applicable on loading on mini and two-point rakes has also been waived off.

3. Discount of 25 % in haulage charge of containers has been given.

4. Railways also reduced fares for Humsafar class of luxury trains, to make them more affordable and comfortable. These trains

will now also have sleper class coaches to make travel more affordable.

24. State Bank of India will sell stake in its life insurance arm to meet minimum public shareholding norms. SBI will sell at least 3.5

% stake in SBI Life Insurance Company Ltd., with an option of oversubscription of 1 percent.

25. To boost foreign investment in infrastructure sector, Govt. waived off 3-year lock-in period for investments made by Non-

Resident Indians (NRI) in Infrastructure Debt Funds (IDFs).

1. To accelerate flow of long-term debt in infrastructure projects, amendments in tax laws were made to provide exemption

from income tax to infrastructure debt funds (IDFs) in 2011.

2. Also, Recently govt has planned to invest Rs 100 lakh crore in the infrastructure sector by 2024-2025, suggested by task

force headed by Atanu Chakraborty.

26. US based research firm Fidelity National Information Services (FIS)'s 6th Flavours of Fast report 2019 rated India’s Immediate

Payment Service (IMPS) as world’s best real-time payment service in comparison to similar facilities of 54 countries. It is rated

highest in FISh ‘Faster Payments Innovation Index 2019’ and received 5 star rating.

27. World Bank Group's International Finance Corporation (IFC) and Finance Industry Development Council (representative body

of asset and loan Financing NBFCs) signed MoU to train NBFCs in India on “Commercial Credit Reporting”. It wiill train NBFCs to

build their capacity to improve reporting and enquiring on Commercial Credit Information Data from Credit Bureaus.

Top

International

1. 44th  Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) held in Toronto (Canada).

1. Malayalam-Hindi film, Geetu Mohandas’s Moothon (The Elder One) premiered at 44th TIFF.

2. Winners -
Award Film Director

People’s Choice Award Jojo Rabbit Taika Waititi

People’s Choice Award: Documentary The Cave Feras Fayyad

People’s Choice Award: Midnight Madness The Platform Galder Gaztelu-Urrutia

Best International Short Film All Cats Are Grey in the Dark Lasse Linder

2. According to report in Lancet journal, India is ranked fourth in Global Malaria Cases in 2017, with 4% of cases worldwide behind

African countries Nigeria, DR Congo and Mozambique.

3. Alternative investment firm Blackstone Group (US based) will acquire 50% stake in Indiabulls Real Estate Ltd's office assets for

Rs 4,420 crore ($616 million).

1. Blackstone will buy Indian company's stake in their joint ventures - Indiabulls Properties Pvt. Ltd and Indiabulls Real Estate

Company Pvt. Ltd, Yashita Buildcon Ltd and Ashkit  Properties Ltd.

2. Blackstone last year bought a 50% stake in two units of Indiabulls Real Estate.

4. China launched three satellites ( a resource satellite- ZY-1 02D and two small satellites), to help in disaster management, urban

construction and monitoring of polar regions and global climate change.

5. India become a member of Global Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) Research and Development (R&D) Hub, which now has 16

member nations.

1. It was launched in May 2018 on sidelines of 71st session of the World Health Assembly. The hub supports global priority

setting and evidence-based decision-making on allocation of resources for antimicrobial resistance research and

development.

6. India launched initiative to fund 1000 scholars from South East Asian countries to pursue PhD at its 23 IITs, as joint initiative of

Ministry of External Affairs and Human Resource Development. It has budget of 300 crores.
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7. International Energy Agency (IEA) stated that US became top oil exporter in world by overtaking Saudi Arabia and Russia. In

June 2019, crude exports grew above 3 million barrels per day (bpd) in US.

8. Kerala Govt and Regional Cancer Centre (RCC) jointly signed MoU with Maldives to strengthen cancer care in Maldives by

training doctors.

9. National Institute of Technical Teachers Training and Research (NITTTR) and Swiss power major ABB India signed MoU to set

up a digital simulation lab in Chandigarh, to impart better training quality for the large scale industralisation of the country.

10. New York-based media watchdog Committee to Protect Journalists released  10 Most Censored Countries list, that have high

press censorship -

1. List was topped by East African countryEritrea that had shut all media in 2001 and has only 1% of population in internet

penetration. 

2. Top 5 - Eritrea, North Korea, Turkmenistan, Saudi Arabia, China.

11. South Korean tech Firm Samsung unveiled two apps namely “Good Vibes” a communication tool for deaf and blind people and

“Relumino” that helps visually impaired people to see the images clearer.

12. Sri Lanka unveiled a 356-metre-tall Lotus Tower in Colombo city, which is now South Asia’s tallest tower. The tower costs more

than $100 million, out of which 80% is funded by China under controversial Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

13. Thailand became first Asian nation to unveil plain cigarette packaging to reduce appeal of smoking, compliing with World Health

Organisation’s (WHO) guidelines.

14. Times Higher Education World University Ranking 2020 -

1. Indian Universities -

1. 11 Indian institutes fatured among top 500 in world, up from 5 last year. IIT Ropar is the new Indian entrant in the list.

2. No Indian institute featured among the top 300 educational institutes in world.

3. Top 5 Indian Universities in List - IISc Bengaluru (301 - 350), IIT Ropar (301 - 350), IIT Indore (351 - 400) IIT

Bombay and IIT Delhi (401 - 500)

2. Top 5 Global Universities -

1. University of Oxford (UK), ranked at top for 4th consecutive year.

2. California Institute of Technology (US)

3. University of Cambridge (UK)

4. Stanford University (US)

5. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (US)

15. UN report revealed that India is leading country of origin of international migrants in 2019 with a 17.5 million diaspora. Report

said that number of migrants globally reached 27 Crores.

1. After India, Migrants from Mexico makes second largest diaspora (11.8 million), followed by China (10.7 million), Russia

(10.5 million), Syria (8.2 million), Bangladesh (7.8 million), Pakistan (6.3 million).

2. USA is hosting largest number of international migrants (51 million), followed by Saudi Arabia (13 million), Russia (12

million), England (10 million) and France (8 million).

16. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) will translate and publish an anthology of writings

of Baba Guru Nanak Dev (founder of Sikhism) in world languages to commemorate his 550th birth anniversary.

17. Vietnam inaugurated Southeast Asia’s largest solar power farm which has capacity to produce 688 million kWh of electricity

annually, named Dau Tieng Solar Power Complex.

Top

Meetings

1. 12-day 14th Conference of Parties (COP14) to UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) held at India Expo Centre &

Mart, Greater Noida (UP). Theme of conference is Restore land, Sustain future.

1. India took over COP Presidency from China for upto 2021. 

2. PM Narendra Modi has announced that the central government will spend 3.5 lakh crore rupees in the next five years on 'Jal

Jeevan Mission' to deliver potable water at every household across the country. He also raised India’s target for restoring

degraded land from its earlier target of 21 million hectares (MH) to 26 million hectares (MH) by 2030.

3. A Drought Toolbox was launched during the event, as one-stop shop for all actions on drought. It is a kind of knowledge

bank that may be used by vulnerable countries, such as India, to reduce drought risk and be better prepared and effectively

respond to it.
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4. Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar announced that India has set target to restore 50 lakh hectare of its degraded land

by 2030.

2. 1st Conference on Military Medicine for Shanghai Co-operation Organisation (SCO) held in New Delhi, as 1st military co-

operation event hosted by India under SCO Defence Co-operation Plan.

3. 4th World Energy Congress commenceed in Abu Dhabi (UAE Capital), to bring together international energy stakeholders. UAE

also hosted 8th Asian Ministerial Energy Roundtable (AMER8) alongside 24th World Energy Congress in Abu Dhabi India is co-

host along with UAE, represented by Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan.

4. UK won bid to host 26th Conference of the Parties, known as COP26, to be held in 2020.

1. 2019 United Nations Climate Change Conference, also known as COP25, will held in Santiago de Chile (Chile) in December

2019.

Top

National

1.  HRD Ministry announced a new PPP Scheme, National Educational Alliance for Technology (NEAT) for using technology for

better learning outcomes in Higher Education. Objective is to use Artificial Intelligence to make learning more personalised as per

requirements of learner.

1. MHRD would create a National NEAT platform that would provide one-stop access to these technological solutions. EdTech

companies would be responsible for developing solutions and manage registration of learners through NEAT portal.

2. Minister for Communications, Electronics & Information Technology and Law & Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad has launched the

maritime communication services at Mumbai. It will enable high-end support to personnel in sea by providing access to Voice,

Data and Video services while traveling on sailing vessels, cruise liners, ships in India, using satellite technology.

1. Nelco is first Indian company to provide quality broadband services to maritime sector.

2. December 2018, Government announced licenses for In-flight and Maritime Communications (IFMC) that allows voice and

internet services while flying over the Indian skies and sailing in Indian waters.

3. Shri Prasad also launched a web portal for reporting of stolen mobiles for tracing purposes, using International Mobile

Equipment Identity (IMEI) numbers of a mobile phone device.

3. Anurag Kashyap Directed Gangs Of Wasseypur became only Indian film to feature in “The Guardian” list of 100 Best Films of

21st century, bagging 59th position.

4. Arunachal Pradesh CM Pema Khandu inaugurated 24 MW (Megawatt ) Dikshi Hydroelectric Project on Phudungto river at

Dikshi village in West Kameng district, as State’s first community-managed mini-hydro electric project and also first independent

power project of its kind in Northeast.

5. Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) commissioned 1320 MegaWatt(MW) power project in Ib Thermal Power Station(ITPS)

in Odisha’s Jharsuguda district.

6. Cabinet Approvals (Sep 18, 2019) -

1. Approved Promulgation of Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes (production, manufacture, import, export, transport, sale,

distribution, storage and advertisement) Ordinance 2019, which completely bans Electronic-cigarettes that are battery-

operated devices that produce aerosol by heating a solution containing nicotine, which is addictive substance in combustible

cigarettes.

2. Approved payment of Productivity Linked Bonus (PLB) equivalent to 78 days wages to over 11.52 Lakh eligible non-gazetted

railway employees (excluding RPF/RPSF personnel) for 2018-19. This will entail expenditure of 2024.40 crores to

exchequer.

7. Delhi Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal launched ‘Tatpar’ app, developed by Delhi Police, which is a one-stop destination for

access to over 50 citizen-centric services. It amalgamates all websites / mobile applications of Delhi Police into one.

8. Department of Posts commenced International Speed Post (EMS) Service to 6 New Nations - Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil,

Ecuador, Kazakhstan, Lithuania and North Macedonia. Express Mail Service enables users to send documents / merchandise

faster and also enables tracking.

9. Directorate General of Training (DGT) signed agreement with Global IT major IBM, where IBM will carry out a nationwide

Train-the-Trainer program in Basic Artificial Intelligence Skills. IBM aims at training 10,000 faculty members from ITIs across

country and program will be executed over 1 year.

10. East Coast Railway under signed MOU with Government of Odisha for development of Bhubaneswar station as Multi-Model

Transport Hub. Under this, Bhubaneswar station will be redeveloped as Multi-modal transport hub, jointly by Railways and
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Government of Odisha.

11. General Conferences (Sep 11 - 20, 2019) -

1. New luxurious Sri Lankan train Pulathisi Expressm produced under ‘Make in India’ project of Indian Railways has been

launched. Train was supplied under Line of Credit (LoC) by Rail India Technical and Economic Service (RITES),

manufactured by Integral Coach Factory (ICF) in Chennai.

2. Ministry of Home Affairs will set up world-class National Police University (NPU) in Greater Noida (Uttar Pradesh), to

provide state-of-the-art learning and working environment for dissemination of education in policing science and related

areas.

3. White water Rafting Expedition christened ‘RUDRASHILA’ being undertaken by Kalidhar Battalion under Battle Axe

Division Flagged Off at Jaisalmer Military station (Rajasthan).

4. 15th Indo-US Economic Summit 2019 organized by Indo-American Chamber of Commerce- North India Council in New

Delhi. World Bank announced to provide Rs 3000 crores aid for food parks In Indiam, particularly in Northeast, and help

boost farmers' income.

5. Ministry of Jal Shakti will develop National Water Museum, To enhance awareness among public about dwindling water

resources and need for their conservation. An International Workshop on Water museum was held in New Delhi.

6. Madhya Pradesh government launched online service for those wanting to adopt a cow and provide sheds to them at

gaushalas (cow shelters) across State. People can adopt a cow for a minimum period of 15 days and can go on supporting it

till animal’s lifetime.

7. Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) launched Plastic Waste Management Campaign, under

Swachhta Hi Sewa 2019 which began from 11 September.

8. Central Public Works Department organized National Seminar on “Emerging Trends in Public Architecture, in New Delhi.

9. 5th International Ramayan Festival organized by Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) in New Delhi, Home Affairs

Minister Shah as Chief Guest.

10. Renovated Jayakar Bungalow, a classic heritage site situated inside National Film Archives of India (NFAI) in Pune,

Maharashtra has been inaugurated. Classified as a Grade I Heritage structure, it was built in 1945 with a distinct Tudor style

of architecture.

11. Defence PSU BEML and Wipro Infrastructure Engineering (WIN) signed an MoU to work together in areas of aerospace,

industrial automation, 3-D printing, artificial intelligence and hydraulic system engineering.

12. India’s first National Antimicrobial Resistance Hub inaugurated in Kolkata, as a hub for research on antibiotic resistance for

entire South Asia.

13. Traditional Neermahal Jal Utsav concluded in Tripura. Neermahal is a water palace built at the middle of Rudrasagar lake by

Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya in 1930.

14. Karnataka Govt. renamed Hyderabad-Karnataka region region as Kalyana Karnataka Region. It comprises six north-eastern

districts of Karnataka - Bidar, Kalaburagi, Koppal, Ballari, Yadgir and Raichur.

15. 16th Session of Joint Economic Commission (JEC) between India and Belgium Luxembourg Economic Union (BLEU) held

in New Delhi.

16. First International Conference on Sustainability Education (ICSE) 2019 held at India Habitat Centre in New Delhi, organised

by Mobius Foundation in partnership with UNESCO New Delhi.

17. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh became first Defence Minister to fly indigenously-built fighter aircraft Tejas. Defence

Minister also approved starting work of writing history of India’s borders.

18. UK Returned antique 12th century Bronze Idol of Buddha that was stolen from Archaeological Survey of India’s (ASI)

Nalanda site museum in 1961. Bronze statue of Buddha is documented as ‘Seated Buddha in Bhumisparsha Mudra’. It was

amongst 19 bronze statues that were stolen from ASI Museum at Nalanda in August 1961.

19. India commenced special training programme for Maldivian and Bangladeshi civil servants at Mussoorie in Uttarakhand,

under Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation programme.

12. Geographical Indication Registry of India approved Geographical Indication tag for delicious ‘Srivilliputtur palkova’, from

Virudhunagar district. It is prepared from high quality flavour of milk with sugar.

13. Government e Marketplace (GeM) and Government of Punjab signed MoUto set up a GeM Organizational Transformation Team

(GOTT)Project Management Unit (PMU) in state.

1. Punjab is first State to establish GOTT PMU for effectively utilising this transformational initiative towards efficient

procurement, enabling Punjab to transact 1700 crores as annual Gross Merchandize Value (GMV) on GeM platform in first



year and 3000 crores per annum over time.

14. Government signed an Allotment Agreement with West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited (WBPDCL) regarding

Deocha Pachami Dewanganj-Harinsingha coal block, with estimated reserves of 2102 Million Tonnes for generation of power.

15. HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched several initiatives of All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE),

including Facilitation through Margadarshan and Margadarshak, Model Curriculum for Diploma Courses, Waste Management

Accelerator for Aspiring Women Entrepreneurs (WAWE Summit 2019) and 360-degree Feedback of Faculty.

16. Haryana Government raised the income limit to Rs 1.8 lakh per annum in order to claim benefits under Ayushman Bharat-

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) scheme. Haryana government will bear cost for free treatment of families with

annual income up to Rs 1.8 lakh.

17. Haryana government launched two insurance schemes for registered small and medium traders -

1. Mukhyamantri Vyapari Samuhik Niji Durghatna Beema Yojana - Insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh would be provided.

2. Mukhyamantri Vyapari Kshatipurti Beema Yojana - Insurance cover between 5 - 25 lakh would be provided.

3. Premium under both schemes would be paid by State government.

18. Himachal Pradesh CM Jai Ram Thakur launched Mukhya Mantri Seva Sankalp Helpline ‘1100’ for speedy and time-bound

redressal of public grievances. Himachal Pradesh became 4th state to provide this facility, after Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh and

Uttar Pradesh.

19. Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched Leadership for Academicians Programme (LEAP)

2019 and Annual Refresher Programme in Teaching (ARPIT) 2019 under Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya National Mission on

Teachers and Teaching (PMMMNMTT).

1. To build managerial capabilities of higher education leaders, a National Initiative “Leadership for Academicians Programme

(LEAP)” was launched. LEAP is a 3 weeks leadership development training programme (2 weeks domestic and 1 week

foreign training) for second level academic functionaries in public funded higher education institutions. LEAP is being

implemented through 15 institutions.

2. HRD Ministry launched Annual Refresher Programme in Teaching (ARPIT) in November 2018, as a unique initiative for

professional development of 1.5 million higher education faculty using MOOCs platform SWAYAM. For implementing

ARPIT, 51 discipline-specific National Resource Centers (NRCs) are identified which are tasked  to prepare online training

material.

20. IIT Bombay topped among Indian institutes in QS(Quacquarelli Symonds) Graduate Employability Rankings 2020, with band

ranking 111-120. IIT Bombay is followed by IIT Delhi (151-160) and IIT Madras (171-180). Birla Institute of Science and

Technology (BITS) Pilani for first time entered the Rankings (201-250 band ranking). List was topped overall by Massachusetts

Institute of Technology (MIT), United States (US).

21. ISRO signed a set of MOUs with Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) for development of human centric

systems for the Human Space Mission to demonstrate its human space flight capabilities.

1. Some of critical technologies to be provided by DRDO to ISRO include space food, space crew health monitoring and

emergency survival kit, radiation measurement and protection, parachutes for safe recovery of crew module and others.

22. Indian Railways signed MOU with Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) for facilitation of green initiatives in Indian Railways,

aimed at mitigation of global warming and combating climate change.

23. India’s first of its kind survey to measure iodized salt coverage conducted by Nutrition International in collaboration with AIIMS

and Indian Coalition for Control of Iodine Deficiency Disorders (ICCIDD) -

1. Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) has topped the list of best performers in iodised salt coverage, followed by Nagaland and

Manipur.

2. TamilNadu was reported to be lowest iodised salt consuming state in country.

3. Gujarat is top salt producer, producing 71% of nation’s salt, followed by Rajasthan (17%) and Tamil Nadu(11%).

24. Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Thaawar chand Gehlot launched a Management Information System (MIS) under

Accessible India Campaign. MIS portal will bring nodal ministries and States / UTs on a single platform for monitoring progress in

each target of Accessible India Campaign (AIC). The portal is made fully accessible for Divyangjans.

1. Accessible India Campaign was launched on 3 December 2015, on occasion of International Day of People with Disabilities

(PwD), as a nation-wide campaign for achieving universal accessibility for PwDs.

25. Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare Aswini Kumar Choubey, announced that government will set up a National

Genomic Grid, to advance cancer research and make treatment viable for people of different economic classes. It will be in line

with National Cancer Tissue Biobank (NCTB) set up at IIT Madras.



26. Ministry of Home Affairs notified new rules for NGOs receiving foreign funding, in which all staff members of NGOs receiving

foreign funds, will have to declare that they were not prosecuted or convicted for converting anyone from one faith to another.

1. Ministry also notifified a change in Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act 2010 and Rules 2011 (FCRA), which states that

Any individual receiving a personal gift valued up to Rs 1 lakh need not inform government about it anymore (earlier

25000).

27. Ministry of skills development and entrepreneurship partnered with Tata Group to set up an Indian Institute of Skills (IIS) in

Mumbai. TISS will invest around 300 crores in the project. IIS will be developed on a public-private-partnership (PPP) model.

1. Fresh batch of newest central government services, Indian Skill Development Services(ISDS) also commenced their training

program at Administrative Training Institute (ATI) in Mysuru, Karnataka. These are first batch to join ISDS cadre from

Indian Engineering Service Examination conducted by UPSC.

28. National Green Tribunal (NGT) has set up a committee to formulate steps required to prevent illegal extraction of groundwater,

after a plea filed against depleting groundwater levels in nation and prevention of its illegal extraction.

29. ONGC signed MoU with Assam state government to invest more than Rs. 13,000 crore in the next 5 years to excavate over 220

oil and gas wells in Assam.

30. PM Narendra Modi launched National Animal Disease Control programme and Artificial Insemination Programme in Mathura

(UP).

1. NADC Programme aims at eradicating Foot and Mouth Disease and Brucellosis in livestock. It aims at vaccinating over 500

Million Livestock against Foot and Mouth Disease with 100 % funding from Central Government of 12652 crores till 2024.

2. PM also launched Swachhata Hi Seva (SHS) 2019 campaign at Mathura, with special focus on ‘plastic waste awareness and

management’. It will be organized till October 2nd 2019, aiming to made India Open defecation free by 150th birth

anniversary of MK Gandhi.

1. 2019 Swachhata Hi Seva campaign will see mass awareness generation activities on plastic waste management

nationwide for plastic waste collection on 2nd October and recycling and effective disposal of collected plastic waste

from 3rd October to 27th October 2019.

31. PM Narendra Modi launched several developmental projects and schemes in Ranchi (Capital of Jharkhand)

1. He launched Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana. It shall secure lives of 5 Crore Small and Marginal Farmers by

providing a minimum pension of Rs 3000 per month, after attaining 60 years of age. Scheme has outlay of 10,774 Crores for

3 years (2019-2022).

2. He launched National Pension Scheme for Traders and The Self-Employed. It aims at providing a minimum assured pension

of Rs 3000, to small traders and self - employed after attaining the age of 60 Years. Around 3 Crore Small traders would be

benefitted from the scheme.

1. It is for traders with annual turnover not exceeding Rs 1.5 crores.

2. Enrollment is available through 3.50 lakh Common Service Center (CSCs) across country. People can also self-enroll

through portal www.maandhan.in/vyapari.

3. Should be within 18 to 40 years of age group. GSTIN is required only for those with turnover above Rs. 40 lakhs.

4. Central Government shall give 50 % share of the monthly contribution and remaining 50% contribution shall be made

by the beneficiary. Beneficiary is required to contribute as little as INR 100 per month at a median entry age of 29

years.

5. Estimated 3 crore Vyaparis are expected to be benefitted under this scheme.

3. He launched 462 Ekalavya Model Schools across the country in Tribal Dominated Areas. The schools would focus to provide

quality upper primary, secondary and senior secondary level education to ST Students in these areas.

4. He inaugurated Multi-Modal Transport Terminal at Sahibganj.

1. It is India’s second riverine Multi-Modal terminal (MMT), which will open up industries of Jharkhand and Bihar to

global market and provide Indo-Nepal cargo connectivity through waterways route.

2. This is second of the three Multi-Modal Terminals being constructed on river Ganga under Jal Marg Vikas Project.

32. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) reached one crore beneficiaries. PMMVY is a direct benefit transfer scheme

under which cash benefits are provided to pregnant women in their bank account directly to meet enhanced nutritional needs and

partially compensate for wage loss.

1. Under this, beneficiaries receive cash benefit of 5000 in three installments, was launched on 1st of January in 2017. Madhya

Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh are top States in implementation of the scheme. Odisha and Telangana are yet

to start its implementation.



33. Rajasthan government launched ‘Jan Soochna Portal’, a portal for quick access to information on government departments. This

public information portal has been developed with 23-24 types of information made available pertaining to 13 departments on a

single platform.

34. Report on 2nd edition of perception-based index of mobility of goods and efficiency, the Logistics Ease Across Different States

(LEADS) index -

1. List is topped by Gujarat, followed by Punjab and Andhra Pradesh, while among UTs, Chandigarh topped the list followed by

Delhi and Puducherry.

2. Index is developed by commerce and industry ministry along with the company Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Ltd (Deloitte).

3. It aims To establish performance of  logistics sector based on user and stakeholder perception.

35. Shondol dance, known as the royal dance performed by artists for King of Ladakh, has created history by entering into the

Guinness Book of World Records as largest Ladakhi dance. During annual Naropa Festival 2019, 408 women attired in traditional

dresses and beautiful headgears performed it, which broke previous record of 299 artists dance of Shondol in 2018 festival.

36. Survey of India (India’s National Survey and Mapping Organization under DST) will for first time rely on drones to map the

country. Objective is to provide good high-resolution foundation maps. Also, High-resolution maps will facilitate digitisation of

land titles in villages. It aims to procure about 300 drones for the purpose.

37. Tamilnadu Govt unveiled new ‘Tamil Nadu Electric Vehicle Policy 2019’ in state that would attract 50000 crores investment and

also create 1.5 lakh jobs. An EV park will also be created, with plug-and-play facilities. 50-100% exemption of road tax will be

made for all EVs till the end of 2022.

1. TANGEDCO will offer public-private partnership (PPP) model for charging port installations, which will be available in every

25 kms of highways.

2. To distinguish between the EV and other vehicles, EV numbers will be exhibited in yellow colour with a green background for

transport vehicle while for all other EVs, number will be exhibited in white on a green background.

38. Tata Power Renewable Energy commissioned a 150 MW solar capacity in Pokharan, Rajasthan. With this, TPREL's renewable

capacity rose to 2628 MW.

39. Telangana government declared 2020 as Year of Artificial Intelligence and will organize various activities related to AI

throughout the year.

40. UP Government repealed four-decade-old law that made the state exchequer pay income tax of state’s Ministers.  With this,

the UP Ministers will now have to start paying their own income tax.

1. UP Ministers' Salaries, Allowances and Miscellaneous Act 1981 was enacted when Vishwanath Pratap Singh was the chief

minister of Uttar Pradesh.

41. Uttarakhand Govt. launched a scheme called ‘Mukhya Mantri Dal Poshit Yojana’ to provide state ration card holders two

kilograms of two different varieties of pulses available at prices much lower than the market rate.

1. Under the scheme, State government will offer a subsidy of Rs.15 per kilogram on variety of pulses identified, including

chana, malka and masur. Each eligible beneficiary and ration card holders in state will get 2 kgs of pulses at subsidised rates

every month.

Top

Persons

1. Mayank Vaid became first Indian to complete Enduroman triathlon in record time. Enduroman triathlon is one of toughest

endurance competitions around world, that starts in London and ends in Paris. Mayank Vaid is first-ever Asian who completed the

challenge with a world record. He broke previous world record by a big margin of 2 hours 6 minutes.

2. USA's Sarah Thomas became first person to swim across the English Channel four times non-stop in a 54-hours, as an amazing

feat of endurance. She has survived breast cancer.

3. Visits from India (Sep 11 - 20, 2019) -

1. President Ram Nath Kovind Visited European Nations of Iceland, Switzerland and Slovenia.

1. Iceland -

1. India and Iceland signed 3 agreements in fields of fisheries collaboration, cultural cooperation and visa waiver for

holders of diplomatic and official passport.

2. Switzerland

1. India and Switzerland signed 3 agreements for Technical cooperation on climate change, Alliance in science and

technology AND Renewal of Hindi chair at the University of Lausanne.
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3. Slovenia

1. Seven MoUs signed Between India and slovenia, about Cooperation in fields of River Rejuvenation (Clean Ganga

Mission), Culture, Investment, Science & Technology, Sports and Standards.

2. 63rd General Conference of International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) held at Vienna (Austria). It was attended by K N

Vyas, Chairman, of Atomic Energy Commission and Secretary in Department of Atomic Energy, on India's Behalf.

1. Mr Vyas launched NCG Vishwam Cancer Care on sidelines of 63rd General conference of IAEA in Vienna. Through

this, National Cancer Grid (NCG) established by Tata Memorial Centre (TMC) has been made open to cancer hospitals

and other relevant institutes from foreign countries. Objective of NCG is to remove disparity in Cancer Care.

3. Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Steel, Dharmendra Pradhan Visited Saudi Arabia, UAE and Qatar. He participated

in 8th Asian Ministerial Energy Roundtable (AMER) at Abu Dhabi (UAE). India will host next (9th) Asian Ministerial Energy

Roundtable in 2021.

4. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar visited Finland, Poland, Belgium. He also visited ASEAN Nations Indonesia and

Singapore.

5. Chief Minister(CM) of Tamil Nadu (TN) KPalaniswami visited United States(US), United Kingdom (UK) and United Arab

Emirates(UAE)

4. Visits to India (Sep 11 - 20, 2019) -

1. Prime Minister of St. Vincent and Grenadines Ralph Everard Gonsalves Visited India. Saint Vincent and Grenadines became

79th country to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA), an initiative by India aimed at combating the threats of climate

change and global warming.

2. Marcin Przydacz, deputy foreign minister of Poland visited India. He unveiled a memorial pillar in Valivade in Kolhapur

district of Maharashtra in memory of 5000 polish refugee families that settled in Valivade during World War II (WWII).

3. Phillip D. Murphy, Governor of State of New Jersey (US) visited India

Top

Science

1.  Scientists from Biological science Survey of India (BSI) discovered 2 new species of ginger. Zingiber prenense has been

discovered from Peren district of Nagaland and Zingiber dimapurense was found within Dimapur in Nagaland.

2. Astronomers found water for first time in atmosphere of habitable exoplanet- K2-18b which orbits in its star’s “habitable zone”.

Upto 50% of atmosphere of K2-18b consists of water, which could support life. Scientists found unmistakable signature of water

vapour with concentrations between 0.1 and 50%.

1. K2-18b is 111 light-years away from earth. It is first known exoplanet to combine a rocky surface and an atmosphere with

water out of discovered 4000 plus exoplanets. K2-18b was initially discovered in December 2015 & spotted by NASA’s Kepler

spacecraft.

3. DRDO successfully flight tested indigenously developed low weight, fire and forget Man Portable Antitank Guided Missile

(MPATGM) in ranges of Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh.

4. IIT Kharagpur Researchers developed a unique approach of generating electricity from drying clothes in natural ambiance. By

utilizing tiny channels, called nanochannels, in cellulose-based fabric network traditionally woven, electrical power generation has

been made possible by guided movement of saline water amidst a continuous evaporation, analogous to water transport across a

living plant.

5. IIT Madras researchers devised an eco-friendly method to degrade physically stable and chemically inert plastic fluoropolymer —

polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), which is used in making Teflon.

6. Researchers from US's NANOGrav Physics Frontiers Center discovered is a rapidly-rotating pulsar, using National Science

Foundation’s (NSF) Green Bank Telescope (GBT). Its the most massive neutron star ever measured, called J0740+6620, and it’s

2.17 times as massive as our Sun. All its mass is jammed into a tiny sphere only about 30 km in diameter.

1. Neutron stars are made of ultra-dense matter. They’re tightly-compressed, and they’re the densest objects in the Universe

that are made of normal matter. Black holes are actually denser, but they’re not normal.

2. They’re so dense, in fact, that a sugar-cube of neutron star would weigh about a hundred million tons on Earth.

7. Researchers from Zoological Society of London (ZSL) and London’s Natural History Museum discovered a new species of giant

Chinese salamander is now considered to be the world’s largest amphibian.

1. As per journal, there are 3 distinct species of Chinese salamanders which are now considered as critically endangered

species. Apart from Andrias sligoli, other salamander species is named as Andrias davidianus while third is yet to be named.
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8. Scientists from Canterbury Museum(England) discovered world’s oldest bird species’ fossils in Waipara, New zealand that lived

62 million years ago. It was a sea bird, and is named as Protodontopteryx.

9. University of Southern California (USC) scientists discovered new reptile species Cryo Drakon boreas from the Azhdarchid group

of pterosaurs, which is also called as “frozen dragon of the north”. These species with a wingspan of up to 10 mts and weight of

about 250kg were once, one among largest flying animals that lived 77 million years ago during Cretaceous period.

Top

Sports

1.  England Former cricketers Geoffrey Boycott and Andrew Strauss have been honoured with “Knighthoods” by Former PM

Theresa May in her resignation honours list.

2. 10th Asia Pacific Youth Games 2019 held in Vladivostok (Russia). India won 16 gold, 13 silver and 5 bronze medals.

1. Indian swimming team finished as the overall winners with 8 gold, 5 silver and 1 bronze medal.

2. Badminton team won team Championship gold.

3. 2019 Zhengzhou Open Women's Tennis Title (China) -

1. Singles - Karolína Plíšková (Czech Republic)

2. Doubles - Nicole Melichar (US) AND Květa Peschke (Czech Republic)

4. 6th Track Asia Cup cycling competition 2019 held in New Delhi  -

1. India topped tally with 10 gold, 8 silver and 7 bronze. India was followed by Uzbekistan and Malaysia.

5. Belgian International Badminton Title 2019 -

1. India's Lakshya Sen defeated second seed Victor Svendsen of Denmark and clinched the men’s singles title.

2. Winners -

3. Category Winner

Men’s Singles Lakshya Sen (India)

Women’s Singles Line Christophersen (Denmark)

Men’s Doubles Ben Lane & Sean Vendy (England)

Women’s Doubles Gabriela Stoeva &  Stefani Stoeva (Bulgaria)

Mixed Doubles Ben Lane & Jessica Pugh (England)

6. Indian Billiards Player Pankaj Advani won his 22nd IBSF world title by wining IBSF World Billiards Championship 2019 in

Mandalay (Myanmar). He defeated Nay Thway Oo of Myanmar.

7. Indian Under 19 Cricket Team won ACC Under-19 Asia Cup 2019 by beating Bangladesh, in Sri Lanka.

8. Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS) derecognised Paralympic Committee of India (PCI) for violating National Sports

Development Code of India, 2011.

1. Govt. letter addressed to Secretary-General of Paralympic Committee of India mentioned that a complaint was received

against PCI from Rao Inderjit Singh regarding his removal from President’s post of PCI. Therefore, an explanation was

sought from PCI. However, explanation was not found satisfactory and action was taken.

2. PCI earlier adopted a resolution that barred public servants from getting elected to its executive. Thereby, Rao Inderjit Singh

was removed as President.

9. Myanmar International Series Badminton 2019 (Myanmar's First International Badminton series) -

1. Men’s singles - Kaushal Dharmamer (India). He defeated Indonesia's Karono Karono.

2. Women’s singles - Sri Fatmawati (Indonesia)

3. Men’s doubles - Emanuel Randhy Febrito (Indonesia) & Ferdian Mahardika Ranialdy (Indonesia)

4. Women’s doubles - Liu Chiao-Yun (Chinese Taipei) & Wang Yu Qiao (Chinese Taipei)

10. Spain won its 2nd FIBA basketball World Cup title after defeating Argentina, in Beijing (China). Ricky Rubio (Spain) was named

Most Valuable Player of competition.

11. Vietnam Open 2019 Badminton Title Winners -

1. India's Sourabh Verma won Men's Singles Title, defeating Sun Fei Xiang of China.

2. Category Winner

Men’s Singles Sourabh Verma (India). He defeated Sun Fei Xiang of China.

Women’s Singles Zhang Yi Man (China)

Men’s Doubles Choi SolGyu & Seo Seung Jae (South Korea)

Women’s Doubles Della Destiara Haris & Rizki Amelia Pradipta (Indonesia)

Mixed Doubles Guo Xin Wa & Zhang Shu Xian (China)
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