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Appointments

1. Arjan Kumar Sikri, former SC judge has been appointed as chairperson of News Broadcasting Standards Authority.

2. Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison won his first full term as PM of Australia, after his party won majority in 2019 Federal

Elections.

3. Cooperative major IFFCO elected Balvinder Singh Nakai as its Chairman and Dileep Sanghani as Vice Chairman.

4. Cyril Ramaphosa has been Re-elected as South Africa president, for his 2nd term.

5. Indian origin Person Madan Bhimrao Lokur has been appointed as Non Resident Judge in Supreme Court of Fiji, for 3 years.

6. Maharashtra government appointed Ajoy Kumar Mehta as new chief secretary of state.

7. Major General AK Dhingra has been appointed as first head of India's first tri-services Special Operations Division comprising

commandos from all three services. This Division will have elements from Army's Parachute Regiments SF, Marine Commandos

(MARCOS) of Navy and Garud Commandos of Indian Air Force.

8. RBI appointed its former Deputy Governor, R Gandhi, on board of private sector lender YES Bank as an additional director.

9. Sanjiv Puri will be appointed as Chaiaman at FMCG firm ITC, after former chairman Yogesh Chander Deveshwar passed away

recently.

10. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande (Nigeria) is set to be appointed as Next President of United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), for

74th session beginning Sep 2019.

11. Ujjivan Small Finance Bank appointed Nitin Chugh as its New Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer (CEO).

Top

 

Awards

1. Bollywood actor Anil Kapoor felicitated by council of EU Chambers of Commerce in India (EU Chamber) and delegation of

European Union (EU) for his support in promoting cause of children rights, supporting women empowerment.

2. British Tennis Player Andy Murray and 3 time Grand Slam champion received Knighthood by Prince Charles, Prince of Wales,

for his services to tennis and charity.

1. His Knighthood was announced in Queen’s New Years Honours in 2016, after he won second Wimbledon title, fetched

second Olympic gold and emerged as World No. 1 in rankings. Ceremony was delayed due to his busy overseas playing

schedule.

1. Murray won 45 career titles. He is first British to reach 500 ATP match wins and first ever British world number one in

Open Era.

2. On same occasion, Novelist Sir Philip Pullman and BBC Broadcaster Chris Packham also received Knighthood.

3. CEAT Cricket Rating (CCR) Awards 2019  -
Category Winner

International Cricketer and Batsman of the Year Virat Kohli

International Bowler of the Year Jasprit Bumrah

International Test Cricketer of the Year Cheteshwar Pujara

International ODI Cricketer of the Year
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Rohit Sharma

International T20 Player of the Year Aaron Finch

Outstanding Performance of the Year Kuldeep Yadav

International T20 Bowler of the Year Rashid Khan

Lifetime Achievement Award Mohinder Amarnath

Domestic Player of the Year Ashutosh Aman

International Woman Cricketer of the Year Smriti Mandhana

4. IPS officer Chhaya Sharma, who headed investigation of infamous Nirbhaya murder case, has been conferred with 2019 McCain

Institute Award for Courage and Leadership. Other famous awardees are Malala Yousafzai (2015) and Dikembe Mutombo (2016).

5. Two teams jointly won $10-million prize of Global Learning XPRIZE, supported by SpaceX Founder Elon Musk, for developing

apps to aid student learning. Teams are Kitkit School (US and South Korea) and Onebillion (UK and Kenya).

1. Global Learning XPRIZE was launched in 2014, challenging teams to create scalable, open-source software that will enable

children to teach themselves basic reading, writing, and arithmetic in 15 months.

2. In 2017, 5 finalists were selected from over 198 teams and awarded $1 million each. Bengaluru's Chimple was one of these

Finaists.

3. UK-based nonprofit onebillion developed onetab, a dedicated learning device that is pre-loaded and locked to onecourse,

their comprehensive and modular software that adapts to the child’s abilities. Onebillion is a nonprofit.

4. Kitkit School was created by Enuma, based in Berkley (US) and Seoul (South Korea).

6. USA’s House of Representatives (lower house of US Parliament) Speaker Nancy Pelosi honoured with 2019 John F Kennedy

Profile in Courage Award. She was recognized for her efforts to pass former President Barack Obama’s 2010 health care law

(Obama Care) and also for helping Democrats reclaim control of U.S. House during 2018 elections.

7. United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) conferred Sasakawa Award 2019 for Disaster Risk Reduction to

Pramod Kumar Mishra, Additional Principal Secretary to Prime Minister of India. He attended 6th Session of Global Platform for

Disaster Risk Reduction (GPDRR) 2019 at Geneva (Switzwerland), on India's Behalf.

1. UN Sasakawa Award is most prestigious international award in area of Disaster Risk Management. It was instituted more

than 30 years ago and is jointly organized by the UNDRR and the Nippon Foundation. A total grant of USD 50,000 is

distributed among winners. Theme of 2019 Sasakawa award was “Building Inclusive and Resilient Societies”.

2. In 1986, Ryoichi Sasakawa (Japan), founding Chairman of Nippon Foundation, established 3 prizes –

1. United Nations (UN) Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction.

2. World Health Organization (WHO) Sasakawa Health Prize.

3. UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Sasakawa Environment Prize.

Top

 

Committees

1. RBI appointed committee chaired by Aadhaar architect Nandan Nilekani submitted its suggestions on promoting digital

payments. Panel was set up in January 2019. RBI will link suitable action points in its ‘Payment and Settlement Systems in India:

Vision 2019 – 2021‘.

Top

 

Days

1. May 11 - National Technology Day in India.

1. It marks anniversary of Pokhran Nuclear Tests (Operation Shakti) of 1998. It was coined by late PM Shri Atal Bihari

Vajpayeem, as a reminder of India’s technological advancements.

2. Technology Development Board of India commemorates NTD by awarding individuals with National Award for their

contribution to science and technology (S&T).

3. May 11 also marks flight of Hansa-3, India’s first indigenous aircraft which was developed by National Aerospace

Laboratories.
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2. May 11 - World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD). It is being celebrated since 2006, highlighting need for protecting migratory birds

and their habitats.

1. Starting from 2018, WMBD is celebrated twice a year, second Saturday in May and in October. It is Organized By The

Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) together with Environment

for the Americas (EFTA).

2. 2019 Theme is Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution!

3. May 12 - International Nurses Day.

4. May 13 is Birth Anniversary of Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Former President of India.

5. May 15 - International Day of Families, proclaimed by UN in 1992. 2019 Theme is Families and Climate Action: Focus on

(Sustainable Development Goals) SDG 13. Major SDG 13 targets –

1. SDG 13.3 - Raise awareness, improve education and human and institutional capacity on climate change early warning,

adaptation, impact reduction and mitigation.

2. SDG 13.2 - integrate climate change measures by nations into their national planning, policies and strategies.

6. May 16 is Statehood Day northeastern state Sikkim. Its Admission to Union of India occured on 16 May 1975.

1. May 16 is also known as UN International Day of Living Together in Peace.

2. May 16 is also observed as UNESCO International Day of Light, It is being held since 2018. It marks anniversary of first

successful operation of laser by Theodore Maiman on 16 May 1960.

3. May 16 is also observed as National Dengue Day in India.

7. May 17 - World Hypertension Day, Observed Since 2006. 2019 theme is Know Your Numbers.

8. May 17 - World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD), first observed on 17 May, 1969. It marks

establishment of International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and also signing of first International Telegraph Convention in

1865 in Paris. 2019 theme is ‘Bridging the standardization gap.

9. May 18 is Observed as International Museum Day. 2019 theme is Museums as Cultural Hubs: The future of tradition.

10. May 18, 2019 observed as Buddh Purnima, as 2563rd birth anniversary of Lord Gautama Buddha(founder of Buddhism). Its also

known as Day of Vesak, Recognized by UN General Assembly in 1999.

11. May 19 is Birth Anniversary of Former President of India, Neelam Sanjiva Reddy.He servied from 1977 to 1982, as 6th President

of India.

12. May 20 - UN World Bee Day.

13. World Metrology Day is observed every year on 20 May. ii. The theme for World Metrology Day 2019 is The International System

of Units - Fundamentally better.

1. On this occasion, Global scientific community adopted resolution to redefine four of 7 base units - kilogram (SI unit of

weight), Kelvin (SI unit of temperature), mole (SI unit of amount of substance), and ampere (SI unit of current).

1. It has enabled researchers to base SI units entirely on fundamental properties of nature, which will ensure their

ongoing refinement and improvement for years to come. The decision was taken in recent open session of General

Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM) at BIPM in November 2018.

2. Fundamental constants are invariants of time and space and successfully replaced artifact based units, opening up new

era for quantum world by linking all seven base units to fundamental constants/quantum standards.

3. New SI is being implemented worldwide from 20th May 2019, World Metrology Day. WMD is celebrated annually as

Metre Convention was signed by representatives of seventeen nations on May 20, 1875.

4. On this occasion, CSIR-National Physical Laboratory also published a book entitled, “Redefined SI Units and Glimpses

of NPL Metrological Activities”, to disseminate information accommodating details on new changes.

Top

 

Defence

1. 7 Member team of Commandos of India's counter-terror force National Security Guard (NSG) created history by scaling Mount

Everest in their First attempt Itself.

2. DRDO successfully flight tested ABHYAS, a High-speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) Drone, demonstrating capability of

ABHYAS to meet mission requirement of defence forces for a cost effective high-speed expendable aerial target. ABHYAS project

picked up pace after all three defence services floated tender for procurement of 225 HEAT drones. 

3. Indian Armed Forces carried out Exercise Bull Strike at Teressa Island in Andaman and Nicobar, showcasing joint operations

capability of armed forces.
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4. Indian Army is commemorating 2019 as ‘Year of Next of Kin’ and plans to reach out to the next of kin of battle casualties, ex-

servicemen and serving soldiers.

5. Indian Coast Guard ship (ICGS) Vigraha has beendecommissioned, after 29 years of service to the nation. It was seventh OPV

built by Mazagaon Dock Ltd Mumbai.

6. Indian Navy Ships INS Kolkata and INS Shakti participated in 3-day Asia Pacific naval and maritime event titled International

Maritime Defence Exhibition Asia (IMDEX Asia-2019) held in Singapore. They also participated in Singapore India Maritime

Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX).

7. Indian Navy conducted test firing of Medium Range Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM), as its First cooperative engagement firing

of Medium Range Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM). MRSAM is developed in association with Israel Aerospace Industries.

1. Firing was undertaken on INS Kochi and INS Chennai,in which missiles of both ships were controlled by one ship to obstruct

different aerial targets at extended ranges. Indian Navy is now part of a select group, that have this niche capability of

cooperative mode of engagement.

8. Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba inaugurated Indian Navy’s first full-fledged Service Selection Board (SSB) at Diamond Harbour,

near Kolkata (West Bengal). This is fifth Service Selection Board of Indian Navy and caters for selection of both Permanent and

Short Service Commission officers. Other Boards are located in Bhopal, Bengaluru, Visakhapatnam and Coimbatore.

1. Indian Navy will also introduce computer-based examination for selection of Direct Entry Officers after graduation, called as

Indian Navy Entrance Test (Officers). It is scheduled to be held in September 2019.

2. Currently, officer candidates are shortlisted for interviews by Services Selection Board (SSB) on basis of marks in graduation

(or post-graduation for certain entries). Henceforth, shortlisting for SSB will be taken on basis of marks scored in INET

(Officers).

3. Advertisements will be published every six months and applicants will need to exercise their option for entries that they wish

to be considered for.

Top

 

Economy

1. According to Crisil Ratings (formerly Credit Rating Information Services of India Limited), in 2018-19, Rs 70,000 crore bad

loans were recovered through Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) with a recovery rate of 43 percent in 94 cases. Gross NPA of

banking sector to 10% till March 2019, from 11.5% in 2018, as a result of IBC process.

2. Bajaj Finserv lending arm Bajaj Finance Ltd launched a specialised insurance cover titled ‘Mumbai Local Train Cover‘ for

passengers travelling in local trains in Mumbai, with insurance cover of Rs 1 lakh against a payment of Rs 399 per annum.

3. Bank credit grew by 13.2% in FY 2018-19, compared to 10.3% in previous fiscal, mainl aided by loans to services and retail sector.

Deposit growth also gained momentum, growing by 10% as compared to 6.7% a year ago.

4. BharatPe, India's first Fintech start-up enabling payments for merchants through interoperable UPI QR codes, launched New

Service named Bahi Khata for merchants. It will allows merchants to manage their accounts more efficiently and note receivables

and payables seamlessly.

5. Bharti Airtel and HDFC Life Insurance tied up to offer life cover for customers who get a prepaid recharge done. Airtel’s new Rs

249-prepaid bundle will now also offer a cover worth Rs 4 lakh from HDFC Life.

6. Bombay Stock Exchange launched an app named ‘BSE StAR MF‘ in order to enable more participation and aid mutual fund

distributors to accelerate transactions process.

7. Corporate Affairs Ministry will introduce artificial intelligence system in MCA 21 portal, to make compliance process easier and

ensure routine enforcement activities are done regularly on autopilot basis.

1. MCA 21 Portal is electronic backbone for distribution of information to all concerned stakeholders, corporates and investors.

All filings under companies law are submitted to ministry through this portal.

2. AI will aim to rationalise all the forms and follow the principle of a single source of truth so that one is not required to fill in

the known details again, as it will get filled automatically.

8. Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) banned imports of second-hand or refurbished electronics and IT goods without

registration and compliance with BIS (Bureau of Indian Standards) labeling requirements, under Electronics and IT Goods

(Requirement of Compulsory Registration) order 2012.

1. Also, Government will set up a committee under Director General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) to look into availability of steel at

competitive prices for engineering goods exporters. It will suggest measures which will be a win-win situation for both steel

producers and engineering exporters.
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9. HDFC Capital Advisors (HDFC Ltd subsidiary) launched a new initiative called 'HDFC Affordable Real Estate and Technology

Program (HeART), aiming to invest in real estate technology companies that drive innovation within affordable housing

ecosystem.

10. HDFC collaborated with IMGC (India Mortgage Guarantee Corporation) for a mortgage guarantee-backed home loan. Mortgage

guarantee is a financial product which compensates lending institutions for losses that may occur when a home owner defaults on

a mortgage loan. In it, risk of home loan gets transmuted from bank to mortgage guarantee company.

11. Home Ministry cancelled registration of NGO Infosys Foundation under Foreign Contribution (Regulations) Act (FCRA) for

violating norms of receiving foreign grants. All NGOs have to mandatorily register under FCRA Act.

1. Reason for this cancellation is non submission of annual income and expenditure statement on foreign funding for last 6

years. This submission should be done within the 9 months of the closure of the financial year.

2. Infosys Foundation in June 2016 wrote to Home Ministry requesting cancellation of its license under FCRA. Foundation was

registered under FCRA Act in January 2016 and in May 2016, Government amended cFCRA Act in Finance Bill with

retrospective effect from 2010. As a result, Foundation no longer came under purview of FCRA Act.

12. IBM India tied-up with HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company, to co-create new Artificial Intelligence (AI)-based solutions.

13. National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) announced INR 700 crores fund for equity investments in

agriculture and rural start-ups. This project was launched by Nabventures, an auxiliary unit of NABARD.

1. NABARD has been contributing to other funds till now and this is first time that NABARD has launched a fund of its own.

2. Fund has proposed corpus of INR 500 crores, with an option to retain over-subscriptions of Rs 200 crore, called greenshoe

option.

14. National Institution for Transforming India (NITI Aayog) proposed INR 7500 crores plan (for 3 years) to give a strong push to

Artificial Intelligence in India. This fund will help to create a new cloud platform and to build new research institutes.

1. NITI Aayog’s plan includes investments in 20 ICTAI, 5 CORE, and setting up of AIRAWAT for increasing AI technology in

country. High level task force will be set up to monitor implementation.

2. As per proposal, it can add USD 957 billion to India’s GDP by 2035. India’s annual growth can go up by 1.3% by 2035.

15. New Launched Co-branded Credit Cards -

1. Cab Aggregator Ola partnered with SBI cards to launch Ola Money SBI Credit Card.

2. ICICI Bank launched co-branded multi-currency card with online travel booking portal Goibibo.

3. Digital payments company Paytm launched its first credit card called Paytm First Card, in association with Citibank. It will

offer eligible customers with huge cash back benefits.

16. Non-life insurance provider HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company launched a scheme termed ‘Mosquito Disease Protection

Policy’ which will cover a person against common mosquito-borne diseases.

17. RBI imposed monetary penalty of INR 1 crores on Nainital Bank for its failure to fully automate non-performing asset (NPA)

identification process.

18. RBI released vision document Titled Payment And Settlement Systems In India: Vision 2019 – 2021, to ensure a more

convenient and secure e-payment system, with theme Empowering Exceptional E-payment Experience.

1. Number of digital transactions to increase over 4 times to 8,707 crore in December 2021. Digital payment systems like UPI

and IMPS will register average annual growth of over 100%, while NEFT will grow at 40%, over 2019 – 2021.

2. It envisages achieving “a highly digital and cash-lite society”. To achieve its objective the goal posts of RBI involves 4Cs,

namely convenience, confidence, competition and cost-effectiveness.

3. Document talks about creating customer awareness, setting up a a self-regulatory organisation and 24X7 operational

helpline for system operators as well as for service providers.

19. Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has put together a pilot scheme to extend financial assistance of up to INR

10 crores to new-age fintech non-banking finance companies (NBFCs) engaged in financing small businesses and other income-

generating activities.

1. SIDBI has set exposure cap for lending to a single new-age fintech NBFC at 30% of NOF of new-age fintech NBFC, subject to

maximum of 10 crores.

20. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) regained status of India’s most valued firm in terms of market capitalisation (market-cap),

surging past Reliance Industries Limited. TCS market-cap stood at Rs 8.13 trillion, more than RIL’ of Rs 7.95-trillion valuation.

21. Tripura Gramin Bank emerged as one of top performers in banking sector, generating net profit of INR 125.44 crores in FY 2018-

19. Bank also registered business of Rs. 9,000 crores in same period, with net Non-Performing Asset (NPA) of 0 % and gross NPA

of 8.94 %, much below mandate set by RBI and NABARD.



Top

 

International

1. 8th Global Drugs Survey, a survey of recreational drug-use for the first time polled respondents from India. It found that more

than any other nationalities, Indians are seeking help to reduce their alcohol intake which reflects awareness of abuse. Global Drug

Survey (GDS) is an independent research organisation based in London.

2. Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organisation (CTBTO) invited India to become an ‘observer’, Amid India's growing

international influence.

1. India will get rights to data from International Monitoring System - IMS, also to a network that includes 337 facilities in 89

countries.

2. India will be able to access information of its neighbouring countries and their nuclear initiatives.

3. CTBT is an international treaty that bans all nuclear explosions - everywhere, by everyone. It was negotiated at Conference

on Disarmament in Geneva and adopted by UNGA, opened for signature in September 1996. 
 

4. Till now, 182 countries have signed this Treaty and 154 countries have ratified the Treaty – most recently Ghana in June

2011.

1. Signature to a treaty indicates that country accepts the treaty, and commits not to take any actions that would

undermine treaty’s purposes.

2. Ratification symbolizes official sanction of a treaty to make it legally binding for government of a country.

3. A 1890 Made Painting by French Panter Claude Monet, titled ‘Mueles’ sold for a record-breaking price of $110.7 million at

Sotheby’s auction in New York (US). Significance of painting is that it was first instance when painter went back to same subject

while differing on atmospheric conditions.

1. It became first work of an Impressionist Art to cross over $100 million threshold at an auction. It now becomes the 9th most

expensive painting to have ever been sold at an international auction house.

4. After several months of negotiations, International Monetary Fund agreed to provide cash-strapped Pakistan with bailout fund

worth $6 billion, to be paid over next 3 years. This is Pakistan's 22nd bailout with IMF, as Pakistan economy is struggling with low

growth, soaring inflation and mounting debt.

1. Pakistan's finance advisor Abdul Hafeez Sheikh recently announced that nation has a $12 billion gap in its annual payments

and it doesn’t have capacity to pay them.

5. As per WHO (World Health Organization) WHO South-East Asia Journal of Public Health -

1. India faces critical shortage of healthcare professionals, especially in Bihar, Jharkhand, U.P. (Uttar Pradesh) & Rajasthan.

India's Healthcare sector has a 5 million workforce, relatively less than required.

2. WHO notifies that Southeast Asia requires a 50% rise in healthcare employment in order to reach the universal health

coverage by 2030.

6. As per a recent Global study, it was stated that human activities disrupt natural flow of rivers by great extent.

1. Survey examined 12 million kilometres of river lengths and revealed that just 90 of 246 rivers more than 1000km long

flowed without interruption.

2. 97% of rivers shorter than 100 km are free-flowing, but only 37% of those longer than 1,000 km flow freely along their entire

course.

3. Most of these rivers are restricted to remote parts of the Arctic, and to the Amazon and Congo basins.

4. Main reason for this distruption is approx 2.8 Million Dams globally.

7. Austria Parliament approved a new law, to ban any ideological or religiously influenced clothing, which is associated with

covering of head. It mainly targets Islamic headscarf. Government clarified that the patka head covering worn by Sikh boys and

Jewish kippa would not be affected.

8. Billionaire Indian Origin British Industrialists Hinduja brothers named as wealthiest people in the UK for 3rd time, as per

Sunday Times Rich List. Sri and Gopi Hinduja saw their fortune increase to £22bn.

1. Mumbai-born Brothers David and Simon Reuben secured second place with combined wealth of 18.66 billion pounds.

2. Zimbabwe-born Valerie Moran became first black female entrepreneur ever to be ranked in the Times Rich List.

9. China broadened its block of online encyclopedia Wikipedia to include all language editions. China’s online censorship apparatus

- dubbed as ‘Great Firewall’, blocks a large number of foreign sites in the country, such as Google, Facebook and New York Times.

10. Chinese Navy commissioned two new Type 052D guided missile destroyers. China, at present, has 20 Type 052Ds either in active

service.
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11. Home Ministry extended ban imposed on Sri Lankan militant group, Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) for its strong anti-

India posture. LTTE has been working towards creation of Tamil Eelam, a proposed independent state for Tamils.

12. In a survey conducted by Air Help, Rajiv Gandhi International Airport of Hyderabad has been ranked as world’s 8th Best Airport.

1. 5 Best Airports of 2019 - Hamad International Airport (Qatar), Tokyo International Airport (Japan), Athens International

Airport (Greece), Afonso Pena International Airport (Brazil), Gdansk Lech Wasa Airport (Poland).

2. Worst performing airlines were Ryanair, Korean Air, Kuwait Airways, United Kingdom’s (UK) EasyJet and Thomas Cook

Airlines.

13. India and Bangladesh will jointly produce film based on life of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and documentary of

Bangladesh Liberation War 1971. It was decided during visit of Gowher Rizvi, Adviser to PM of Bangladesh. Movie will be directed

by Shyam Benegal.

14. India and China signed an agreement for export of chilli meal from India to China. It was decided during visit of Li Guo, General

Administration of Customs of China (GACC), to discuss trade related issues of pending Indian request for clearance of agricultural

products.

15. India extended USD 1 billion Line of Credit to Mongolia to set up its first-ever petrochemical refinery at Sainshand in Dornogobi

Province, to be implemented with Exim Bank funding. It is largest project undertaken by India under its Lines of Credit

programme. It was announced by PM Narendra Modi during his visit to Mongolia in 2015.

1. Besides refinery work, India will also undertake construction of 27 kilometres of railway line, 17.5 kilometres of road and 19

kilometres of power transmission line in Mongolia. These projects are expected to be completed by September 2019.

16. India handed over first pair of replacement Mi-24 attack helicopters to Afghanistan. Choppers were purchased from Belarus.

These are the replacement for the four attack helicopters previously gifted by India to Afghanistan in 2015.

17. India has found The Services Trade Restrictiveness Index (STRI) issued by Organisation for Economic Cooperation and

Development (OECD) as Faulty, after noting problems with its methodologies. As per India, Data generated by OECD’s

methodology has been through arbitrary procedures and reflects being bias towards developed countries.

1. For Example, It shows Indian services sector as highly restrictive in areas such as FDI. This is astonishing as since 1991, after

LPG reforms the one area that has seen maximum liberalisation in India is Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). India is trying

to build a consensus around adopting a new method of measuring trade restrictiveness in services sector.

2. India’s Argument is that problem in services sector is that for a long time there was not any way to find that whether a

country’s service trade policies were restrictive. Unlike manufacturing trade, which has a well-documented system of

classification of commodities.

3. STRI was launched in 2014, Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). It purpose is to rank

countries based on their services trade policies.

18. India joined a major global initiative titled Christchurch call to action to combat terrorism and extremism online; and make

internet a safe and secure place.  It was launched during the Online Extremism Summit in Paris.  India was represented by MEITY

Secretary Ajay Prakash Sawhney.

1. The named is based on recent New Zealand city Christchurch Shootings, where over 50 people were killed in shootings at

two mosques.

2. USA declined to be a part of the initiative. US claimed that it supports Christchurch initiative, however, it is not in a position

to join it officially, citing need for freedom of speech.

19. India's Reliance Industries acquired British toy retailer Hamleys in a all cash deal, for 67.96 million pounds (about Rs. 620

crores).  Reliance will get hold of 100% shares of Hamleys Global Holdings Limited (HGHL).

20. Indian Air Force (IAF) intercepted an unknown Georgian Antonov-12, a heavy cargo aircraft trespassing into Indian sovereign

territory, flowing In From Pakistan. It was force to land in Jaipur for necessary investigation.

1. Initially, it neither responded on international distress frequency nor to visual signals during interception. But, when

challenged, the aircraft responded and informed that it was a non-scheduled An-12 aircraft that flew from Tbilisi (Georgia)

and was on its way to New Delhi via Karachi.

21. Indian IT firm Tech Mahindra and French digital content publishing firm Rakuten Aquafadas signed MoU to collaborate on

building enhanced customer experience offerings.

22. Indian YouTuber Ajey Nagar named by Time magazine among its 'Next Generation Leaders 2019', a list of 10 young people from

around world who are forging new paths in politics, music and other spheres. He is popularly known as 'CarryMinati' .
 

1. With about 265 million monthly users, India overtook US in 2018 to become the country with the biggest YouTube audience

in world.



23. Japan tested its fastest-ever bullet train - capable of reaching 400 kilometres per hour, as ALFA-X version of Shinkansen train.

After operationalisation around 2030, it will be world’s fastest bullet train.

24. Kerala became first state to tap into masala bond market by listing Kerala Infrastructure Investment Fund Board (KIIFB)’s

masala bond worth of USD 312 million (Rs 2,150 crore) in London Stock Exchange (LSE)’s International Securities Market (ISM),

with fixed interest rate of 9.723% per annum.

25. Pope Francis, head of the Catholic Church, passed a landmark law to make reporting sex abuse obligatory. Pope's personal

authority issued ‘Motu Proprio’, declaring that those who know about sex abuse or suspect it in Catholic Church, are obliged to

report it right away. It will come into effect from June 2019.

26. Researchers at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (US) evaluated India’s state-level information on causes of

casualty among children under 5 years of age for 2000-2015. Research studies were published in Lancet Global Health.

1. India progressed from reducing mortality among children under 5 years from 2.5 million in 2000 to 1.2 million in 2015

which, still was highest in world.

2. As per UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG) that were set up in 2000, target for India was to decrease under-five

mortality rate in 2015 to 39 deaths per 1000 live births. But, in 2015, India is still much above at 47.8 deaths per 1000 live

births.

3. Highest mortality rate is in Assam, which is over 7 times then that in Goa.

27. Saudi Arabia government approved for the first time a scheme that gives permanent residency to certain expatriates, allowing

them to own real estate in kingdom and reside with their families without a Saudi sponsor, under name Privileged Iqama system.

28. Singapore reported its first ever case of the Monkeypox Virus, a rare virus similar to human smallpox, brought in by a Nigerian.

1. Monkeypox virus was eradicated in 1980. It does not spread easily from person to person, but in rare cases, it can be fatal.

The rare virus disease occurs in West and Central Africa.

29. Social media Firm Facebook registered its blockchain subsidiary named Libra Networks, in Geneva (Switzerland). It is expected

to aid Facebook's rollout of their secretive cryptocurrency. Libra will focus on blockchain and fintech payments data as well as

investing services.

30. Taiwan approved a bill legalizing same-sex marriage, a landmark decision that makes this self-ruled island, the first place in Asia

to pass gay marriage legislation.

31. Terrorist Group Islamic State (IS) for first time claimed that it has established a “province” in India, calling it as Wilayah of

Hind. As per Indian security experts analysis, these claims by IS are unreasonable, but should not be written off.

32. U.S. Navy conducted Pacific Vanguard joint drills with Japan, Australia and South Korea in their first combined exercise in

Western Pacific. It aims at countering China’s Increasing military might in region.

1. US also recently approved Anti-Ballistic Missile sales to South Korea and Japan, worth over $600 million, amid mounting

tensions with North Korea.

2. US approved sale of-92 ‘Standard Missile-2’ (SM-2), a premier fleet-area air defense weapon and anti-air AMRAAM

(Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missile) missiles.

33. UN imposed sanctions on terror group ISIS-Khorasan (ISIS-K) for its links with Al-Qaeda and involvement in several attacks in

Afghanistan and Pakistan.

34. US President Donald Trump announced new proposal to harden border security and overhaul legal immigration system to give

preference to foreigners based on merit rather than family ties. 

1. It could largely benefit thousands of Indian professionals, who end up waiting for long to get Green Card. Trump will soon

present an overview of the plan.

2. New plan will enable people with merit, higher degrees and professional qualifications to get easy access to USA immigration

system.

3. Currently, 66 % green cards are given to those with family ties and only 12 % are based on skills.

35. USA placed 12 foreign companies in its entity list to ensure that sensitive technologies do not fall into the hands of those who

would threaten its national security.

1. It include four companies with locations in both China and Hong Kong, and a further two Chinese, one Pakistani and five

Emirati persons. It Includes Chinese Telecom Equipment Maker Huawei. This could further fuel China US Trade War.

2. Also US Prez Donald Trump declared a national emergency to protect US computer networks from foreign adversaries.
 

It was made through an executive order that bars US companies from using foreign telecoms that are believed to pose a risk

to US security. Analysts say its mainly directed at Chinese telecommunications giant Huawei.



36. Warships from United States, France, Japan and Australia conducted their first-ever combined naval exercise in Asia, supposedly

aimed at undermining China’s growing power in region.

Top

 

Meetings

1. 14th meeting of Conference of Parties to Basel Convention (BC COP-14), 9th meeting of Conference of Parties to Rotterdam

Convention (RC COP-9) and 9th meeting of Conference of Parties to Stockholm Convention (SC COP-9) held in Geneva

(Switzerland). Theme of meeting was Clean Planet, Healthy People: Sound Management of Chemicals and Waste.

1. 187 Member Nations, except USA, amended 1989 Basel Convention to include plastic waste in Basel Convention, a decision

that aims to protect environment and human health from the damaging effects of harmful chemicals and waste.

2. The meeting also undertook to eliminate two toxic chemical groups namely Dicofol (organochlorine pesticide) and

Perfluorooctanoic Acid (or PFOA, also known as C8, is a man-made chemical), and other related compounds.

3. Basel Convention

1. Basel Convention on Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, usually known as

the Basel Convention, is an international treaty that was designed to reduce movements of hazardous waste between

nations, and specifically to prevent transfer of hazardous waste from developed to less developed countries (LDCs). It

was signed in 1989.

4. Rotterdam Convention

1. It is also known as Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals

and Pesticides in International Trade.

2. The aim is to promote shared responsibilities and cooperative efforts in international trade of certain hazardous

chemicals. Till now, it has 161 member nations and 72 signatories to this treaty.

5. Stockholm Convention

1. It is also known as Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants.

2. It is an international treaty and the objective of the treaty is to eliminate or restrict the production and use of persistent

organic pollutants (POPs). Till now, 182 parties and 152 signatories to the treaty.

2. 6th Session of biennial Global Platform for (DDR) Disaster Risk Reduction (GP2019) held in Geneva, Switzerland. Theme was

‘Resilience Dividend: Towards Sustainable and Inclusive Societies’. Indian delegation was headed by P.K. Mishra, Additional

Principal Secretary to PM.

1. The agenda of the session is to represent next key opportunity for the international community to enhance the

implementation of Sendai Framework, related Sustainable Development Goals of 2030 Agenda, and commitments of Paris

Climate Agreement.

2. For FY 2020, India is chosen as Co-chair of Consultative Group (CG) of Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery

(GFDRR). India had expressed its interest to co-chair the meet, at 5th session of GFDRR in October 2018.

1. GFDRR is a global partnership that helps developing countries to better understand climate change, the natural

calamities and decrease their effects.

3. ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) Plus Maritime Security Field Training Exercise (MS FTX) held in South China Sea

at RSS Singapura in Singapore. ADMM-Plus comprises total 18 nation 10 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

countries and others (US, Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, Japan, Russia, China, and India).

4. Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) organised a meeting of Regional Heads of Customs Administration of Asia

Pacific Region of World Customs Organisation (WCO) in Kochi (Kerela). India currently holds seat of Vice Chairperson of Asia

Pacific region (assumed in July 2018) for 2 year period.

1. WCO was established in 1952 as Customs Co-operation Council (CCC) and in 1994 it adopted its current name World

Customs Organisation (WCO).It is headquartered in Brussels (in Belgium).

5. G7’s (Group of Seven) Environment Ministers Meet Held in Metz (France), to discuss on steps required to handle deforestation,

plastic pollution, depletion of coral reefs.

1. Along with G7 Nations (Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, UK and US), meet was also attended by delegations from

European Union, Chile, Egypt, Fiji Islands, Gabon, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Niger, and Norway.

2. Further, India will also attend G-7 nations meet to be organised by France in Biarritz in August 2019. India has been invited

by France. Delegaions from Australia, Chile, and South Africa will also join.

6. IBSA (India, Brazil & South Africa) Sherpas’ Meeting and 9th IBSA Trilateral Ministerial Meeting held in Cochin (Kerala).
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7. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Meet of Council of Foreign Ministers held in Kyrgyzstan capital Bishkek. It was

Attended by External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj on India's Behalf.

8. UN General Assembly will hold its 2020 high-level Ocean conference in June in (Portugal), to support sustainable use of the

oceans, seas and marine resources. It aims at UN Sustainable Development Goal 14 - Conserve and sustainably use the oceans,

seas and marine resources for sustainable development.

Top

 

National

1. Border Road Organisation (BRO) created India’s first ever ice cafe in mountain village of Gaya in Ladakh region of Jammu and

Kashmir, at 14000 feet height above sea level, on Manali Leh Highway. Artificial glacier was built by running pipes under frost

lines then pushing water through these pipes into freezing air, which causes it to fall as ice on ground, as a popular methods to

conserve winter wastewater on hills during winter.

2. Doordarshan launched an online souvenir store, in association with Amazon, becoming first Indian broadcaster to start Souvenir

store.

3. General Conferences (May 11 - 20, 2019) -

1. Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation (MoSPI) Organized a comprehensive training strategy called National

Training Workshop of Master Trainers to impart training to trainers engaged in upcoming 7th Economic Census held at

Indian Habitat Center in New Delhi.

1. 7th Economic Census 2019 is being conducted by MoSPI to provide disaggregated information on various structural

and operational aspects of all establishments in country.

2. Rajasthan government will appoint peer educators and “shadow educators” for counselling of youngsters and ensure better

coordination with other medical and health schemes, to revamp “Ujala Clinics” for adolescents.

3. India achieved a Guinness World Records of ‘largest laundry lesson’ with the participation of 400 young Indian men, as part

of #sharetheload campaign initiated by Ariel India. Earlier, largest laundry lesson was achieved by Lion NANOX Team

(Japan).

4. 11th Joint Consular Committee Meeting between India and Iran held in New Delhi. Iran delegation was led by Ali Asghar

Mohammadi, Director General of Consular Affairs.

5. India and US held India-U.S. Bilateral Trade meeting in New Delhi. It was attended by Wilbur Ross, Secretary of Commerce

os US.

6. 15th Finance Commission headed by N.K. Singh held a meeting with RBI, in Mumbai. These issues included necessity of

setting up State Finance Commissions, Public Sector Borrowing Requirements, Continuity of the Finance Commission and

others.

7. Brahmakalashotsava festival 2019 held in Karnataka, as a 6-day festival celebrated in ancient Chandkuru Sri Durga

Parameshwari Temple situated in Polali (Dakshina Kannada district).

8. India’s first global, Mega-Science Exhibition ‘Vigyan Samagam’ held at Nehru Science Centre, Mumbai. It showcased India’s

participation in world’s major Mega Science projects.

9. Child actor Sunny Pawar (aged 11) won Best Child Actor Award for his performance in ‘Chippa’ at 19th New York Indian Film

Festival.

10. 3rd round of Foreign Office Consultations between India and Botswana held in New Delhi. Botswana side was headed by

Deputy Permanent Secretary in Ministry of International Affairs and Cooperation of Botswana, Tapiwa Mongwa.

11. Thrissur Pooram annual Hindu festival held in Kerala. It is held at Vadakkunnathan Temple in Thrissur every year on

Pooram day - the day when moon rises with Pooram star in Malayalam Calendar month of Medam.

12. In order to strengthen Indo-Australian Cooperation and achieve development of 3D printing industry in both countries,

Andhra Pradesh MedTech Zone (AMTZ) organized a workshop on Organ Bio Printing at the Kalam Convention Center,

AMTZ Campus in Visakhapatnam.

4. Geological Survey of India (GSI) report reveals that about 35 % of India’s total Graphite reserves is found in Arunachal Pradesh,

highest in country. With such large deposits in Arunachal Pradesh, State could now be developed as leading producer of graphite

in country.

5. Government implemented Project ‘SPARROW-CBIC’ for online writing of Annual Performance Appraisal Report (APAR) in

SPARROW, for over 46,000 Group ‘B’ and Group ‘C’ Officers of Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC). SPARROW

stands for ‘Smart Performance Appraisal Report Recording Online Window’.
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6. Government issued a drought advisory to six states and has asked them to use water judiciously, amid rising concern of water

storage in dams of states which dropped to a critical level.

1. Drought advisory is issued to states when water level in reservoirs is about 20% less than average of live water storage figures

of past 10 years.

2. Central Water Commission monitors water storage available in 91 major reservoirs across country. According to recent data

by CWC, water storage available is only 22 % of total storage capacity (which is 161.993 BCM) of these reservoirs.

3. States to which drought advisory issued are Gujarat, Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

7. ISRO Chairman K. Sivan inaugurated ISRO’s Young Scientist Programme called ‘Yuvika 2019’ at Satish Dhawan Space Centre

(SDSC) SHAR, Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.

1. YUVIKA (YUva VIgyani KAryakram) 2019 is a two week summer vacation residential training programme, to be conducted

by ISRO from 13 - 26 May 2019. Aim is to get young school children interested in emerging areas of space science, space

technology and various space applications by imparting basic knowledge about it.

2. 3 students from each Indian State (29) and UT (7 UTs) are participating (about 108 students).

3. Students are selected based on their performance in 8th Standard.

8. Kerala Legislative Assembly will digitize all its records and proceedings under project E-Vidhan, which enables state legislature

to go fully digital and completely paperless. Complete process would take around two years. It will enhance efficiency, time and

will save costs of upto 50 crores annually.

9. Maharashtra Cabinet approved an ordinance to amend Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (SEBC) Reservation Act

2018, to provide reservation to Maratha students in postgraduate medical courses. It also approved to recompense fees for general

category-students, who will be affected after promulgation of ordinance.

10. Meghalaya government approved setting up of a commission to look into issued faced by farmers. It is in line with proposal made

by Agriculture Department, during 'farmers' parliament' held in December 2018.

11. National Green Tribunal directed 18 States and 2 Union Territories to submit their respective action plans with 3 Months, on

utilisation of treated wastewater to reduce pressure on the groundwater resources across country.

12. Supreme Court granted time extension for mediation in Ayodhya case till August 15, 2019.

1. SC has referred case to mediation panel in March 2019. Extension was granted following request by Chairman of mediation

panel, F M Khalifullah. Other 2 members of panel include spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi Sankar and senior advocate Sriram

Panchu.

13. Supreme Court stated that that a Foreigner Tribunal’s order declaring a person as an illegal foreigner will be binding and will

prevail over government decision to include or exclude name from National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam. Persons whose

names are not in NRC in Assam can produce related documents and thus seek review of tribunal’s decision.

1. If the name of a person, included in NRC in Assam is deleted on ground that he was a foreigner, then principle of ‘res-

judicata’ (a judicially decided issue cannot be re-agitated) would apply on decision by foreigners tribunal. Thus, person who

has been declared illegal immigrant cannot seek re-decision.

2. Foreigners (Tribunal) Order 1964 order was passed by Government under section 3 of foreigners Act 1946. GoI can

constitute foreigners tribunals whenever required to look into question of whether a person is or not a foreigner within the

meaning of Foreigners Tribunals act 1946.

14. Telecom Operator BSNL joined partnered with Google to expand its WiFi footprint across country. It will help customers to use

BSNL high speed internet services on WiFi.

15. Tripartite MoU signed between National Mission for Clean Ganga, HCL Foundation and INTACH for taking up a project of

‘Plantation of Rudraksha Trees in Uttarakhand’ under ‘Namami Gange’ Programme. It aims at planting 10,000 Rudraksha trees.

16. Website of Lokpal has been inaugurated by Lokpal Chairperson Pinaki Chandra Ghose, at URL http://lokpal.gov.in.

1. Lokpal is first institution of its kind in India, established under Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act 2013, to investigate into

allegations of corruption against public functionaries who fall within scope and ambit of concerned Act.

2. Government has also appointed 4 Judicial Members (Dilip B. Bhosale, Pradip Kumar Mohanty, Abhilasha Kumari, Ajay

Kumar Tripathi) and 4 non Judicial Members (Kumar Jain, Archana Ramasundaram, Mahender Singh and Indrajeet Prasad

Gautam), in Office of Lokpal.
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1. 49 year old Sherpa climber from Nepal, Kami Rita climbed Mt. Everest for 23rd time, breaking his own record for most summits

on Mt. Everest.

2. Indian Comedian-actor Kapil Sharma named most viewed stand-up comedian Globally by World book of Records London.

3. India’s Aarohi Pandit became world’s first woman to cross Atlantic Ocean (AO) solo in a Light Sports Aircraft (LSA) named Mahi.

1. This is part of her ongoing Women Empower (WE) Expedition in tiny aircraft called ‘Mahi’. This one year-long global

circumnavigation flight was launched with her friend Keithair Misquitta on July 30 and both began their trip in August 2018.

She continued solo from UK to Canada, and will return to India by July 30, 2019.

4. Victor Vescovo (USA) broke world record for deepest dive ever, after he dove about 6.8 miles to a point in Pacific Ocean's

Mariana trench. His dive went 52 feet (16 meters) lower than the previous deepest descent in the trench in 1960.

1. Vescovo took his Pressure Drop submersible to 10,927 meters (35,853 feet) below surface of Pacific Ocean in the Challenger

Deep part of the Mariana Trench, breaking Don Walsh and Jacques Piccard's depth record set in 1960. 

2. Vescovo set another record by becoming first and only person who visited highest and deepest point of world. He had

climbed mount Everest also.
 

3. Interestingly, He also found angular kind of plastic object at the bottom of Mariana Trench.

5. Visits from India (May 11 - 20, 2019)

1. Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu Visited Vietnam.

1. He participated in 16th United Nations Day of Vesak (UNDV) at Tam Chuc pagoda in northern Ha Nam province of

Vietnam.

6. Visits to India (May 11 - 20, 2019) -

1. US Navy Chief John Michael Richardson Visited India.

2. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey, Mr Sedat Onal visited India.

3. Simon McDonald, Permanent Under Secretary, Foreign and Commonwealth Office of UK Government Visited India.

Top

 

Science

1. A species of new vine snake discovered in eastern Odisha, a century after last discovery made about vine snake in 1906.

Researchers named it Ahaetulla laudankia or Laudankia vine snake. Scientists took 10 years for completing field and laboratory

work to confirm about new species.

2. As per a NASA Study, moon has been shrinking as its interior cools, getting more than about 150 feet skinnier over the last

several hundred million years. NASA claims that shrinking is still active and producing moonquakes today as Moon continues to

gradually cool.

1. Concerned statements are made on basis of images sent by Nasa's Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO).

2. NASA also stated that Mercury has shrank much more than Moon. NASA found that planet Mercury also has various thrust

faults, it ranges up to 600 miles long and over a mile high, that are significantly larger relative to its size than those on Moon.

3. When planets heat up they expand their size and when they cool size of planet gets shrink. Mercury’s large faults reveal that

is was likely hot enough to be completely molten after its formation.

3. Council of Scientific & Industrial Research’s (CSIR) Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology Researchers for the first time

sequenced entire genome of Asiatic lion, an endangered species, with just 523 now left in Gir forests in Gujarat.

1. Study of genomes noted that evaluation of genetic diversity (total number of genetic characteristics of a species which serves

as a way for populations to adapt to changing environments) placed Asiatic lion in lowest bracket of genomic diversity index

which highlights gravity of its conservation status.

2. Genome study which will help identifying characteristics that are specific to Asiatic lions and will enable better population

and disease management of endangered this species.

3. Asiatic Lion are also known as Indian Lion, and Scientific Name is Panthera Leo Persica.

4. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) will also create DNA Profiles of all rhinos present in India,

to be completed by 2021. Indian rhino will become India’s first wild animal species to have all its members DNA-sequenced.

There are about 2,600 rhinos and over 90% of them in Kaziranga National Park (Assam).

4. Department of Biotechnology (DBT) launched human tissue mapping project called MANAV, aimed at improving understanding

on human physiology, by mapping every single tissue of human body. DBT issued funds of Rs 13 cr to two institutions in Pune,

Indian Institute of Science, Education and Research (IISER) and National Centre for Cell Science (NCCS).
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1. Through physiological and molecular mapping this programme involve in getting better biological insights, develop disease

models through predictive computing and have a holistic examination and at last drug discovery.

2. The project can be signed up by students who are in their final year of graduation and above.

5. German Researchers discovered a new bird-like Dinosaur in Bavaria (Germany) and named it as “Alcmonavis Poeschli”. It is

described as the most bird-like bird discovered from the Jurassic.

6. ICMR National Institute of Immunohaematology (Mumbai) developed cost-effective Point-of-Care (POC) rapid diagnostic test

for severe genetic disorders Haemophilia A (also called factor VIII (FVIII)) and Von Willebrand Disease (VWD). This is World’s

first Point-of-Care (POC) test for specific diagnosis of any common bleeding disorder.

7. ISRO announced its upcoming 7 missions over next 10 years -

1. Among mentioned 7 Missions, ISRO defined XPoSat and Aditya-L1 missions only. Other four undefined missions are

Mangalyaan-2, Venus mission, Lunar Polar Exploration and Exoworlds.

1. XPoSat, or X-ray Polarimeter Satellite, is a dedicated mission to study polarisation which is scheduled for launch in

2020. Xposat payload is developed by Raman Research Institute. It will carry Polarimeter Instrument in X-rays

(POLIX) payload which will study degree and angle of polarisation of bright X-ray sources in energy range 5-30 keV. It

has mission life of 5 years.

2. Aditya L1, the Sun mission, will study the solar corona. The launch may happen by mid-2020 and will be placed in 

‘libration orbit’, which is about 1.5 million km from Earth. 
 

3. Xposat to study cosmic radiation in 2020, Aditya L1 to the Sun in 2021, Mars Orbiter Mission-2 in 2022, Lunar Polar

Exploration or Chandrayaan-3 in 2024 and Exoworlds, an exploration outside the solar system in 2028.

2. India’s second moon mission, Chandrayaan-2, will be launched in July 2019.

8. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched its radar imaging satellite RISAT-2B, as radar imaging earth observation

satellite. It was launched using launch vehicle PSLV-C46 from Sriharikota (Andhra Pradesh).

1. This is fourth flight unit of the RISAT programme and it would be used for reconnaissance, strategic surveillance and

disaster management.

2. RISAT B satellite has mass of 615 kg and feature an X-band SAR (Synthetic Aperture Radar). Upcoming RISAT Satellites

RISAT 2BR1 and RISAT 2BR2 will be launched in 2019.

9. NASA found evidence of a unique mixture of water ice, methanol, and organic molecules on Ultima Thule’s surface, as very

different from most icy objects explored previously by spacecraft till now.

10. Researchers at University of Portsmouth (UK) and Natural History Museum stated that an extinct bird came back from dead

after a process called ‘iterative evolution’ twice.

1. This bird is called white-throated rail (Dryolimnas cuvieri) which came from its native home in Madagascar to Seychelle

Islands Aldabra atoll. On two occasions, separated by tens of thousands of years, this rail species was able to successfully

colonise at Aldabra.

2. Dryolimnas cuvieri first disappeared from Aldabra atoll in the Seychelles 1,36,000 years ago. Since Aldabra was safest

place for them, they had lost their ability to flight.

3. Iterative evolution is a repeated evolution of similar or parallel structures in development of same main line. There are many

examples of iterative evolution in fossil record, spanning a wide range of groups.

11. Researchers discovered a new ‘rain loving’ snake species from Mizoram, naming it Smithophis Atemporalis, as first such

discovery after almost 150 years.

1. Species is non-venomous kind and strictly aquatic. Its maximum recorded size is about 655 mm or 2.5 feet.

12. Researchers from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay developed a microprocessor named ‘AJIT’, as first indigenously

conceptualised, designed, developed and manufactured Prosessor in India. Its Chip was developed at Semi-Conductor Laboratory

in Chandigarh. It will cost around Rs 100, if about 10 lakh units are manufactured at a time.

13. Researchers from University of Basel (Switzerland) discovered that certain deep-sea fish have expanded their rhodopsin genes to

detect various wavelengths in near-total darkness in deep sea, least habitat on Earth. The genes can cover exactly the wavelength

range of light “produced” by light-emitting organs of deep-sea organisms, known as bioluminescence.

1. Some deep-sea fish have adapted to detect the tiny amount of residual light that makes it to the depths of the ocean using

their highly sensitive telescope eyes.

14. Scientists from University of Cambridge (UK) created World’s Smallest Colour Pixels by trapping particles of light under the tiny

rocks of gold. These pixels can be used for new types of large-scale flexible displays and are big enough to cover entire buildings.

These are smallest pixels ever created and are smaller than the typical smart phone pixels.



15. South Korea based Samsung launched world’s first highest resolution image sensor of 64 megapixels, to be used in upcoming

smartphones of Samsung. Samsung has launched two new image sensors with 0.8 micrometer pixel - 64-megapixel ISOCELL

Bright GW1 The 48-megapixel ISOCELL Bright GW2.

16. U.S. Department of Energy created a new 100% recyclable plastic named Polydiketoenamine (PDK), which can be broken down

and used without loss of quality. Researchers discovered that new PDK material has wide range of thermal and mechanical

properties.

17. US Space Agency NASA announced that name for is Mission to Moon - Artemis, to be achieved by 2024. This Mission is

committed to take a female astronaut to surface of the moon for first time. After Artemis, NASA is planning to reach Mars by 2033.
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Sports

1. 2019 Mutua Madrid Open Tennis (Spain) -

1. Men's Singles - Novak Djokovic (Serbia). He defeated Stefanos Tsitsipas (Greece)

2. Women's Singles - Kiki Bertens (Netherlands). She Defeated Simona Halep (Romania)

3. Men's Doubles - Jean-Julien Rojer (Netherlands) AND Horia Tecău (Romania)

4. Women's Doubles - Hsieh Su-wei (Chinese Taipe) AND Barbora Strýcová (Czech Republic)

2. Badminton World Federation (BWF) launched two new formats of badminton game namely - AirBadminton and Triples.

Airbadminton is an outdoor game.

1. Both Formats a potential of providing an alternate career to retired badminton professionals.

2. AirBadminton was globally launched at Guangzhou in China by Badminton World Federation (BWF). It has new dimensions

of court and an innovative outdoor shuttlecock called AirShuttle.

3. Triples badminton match will be played between a team of total three players. Each team will mandatory have at least one

female athlete. Also, players are not allowed to hit returns successively.

3. India’s G.S. Lakshmi became first woman to be appointed to International Cricket Council’s (ICC) International Panel of Match

Referees. Women Officials on ICC Development Panel of Umpires now includes eight women, Including India's Shivani Mishra.

4. International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) World Relays 2019 held in Yokohama (Japan), with participation from

43 nations -

1. It is a biennial event, last time held in 2017 in Nassau, Bahamas.

2. top 10 finishers in IAAF World Relays 2019 in men’s and women’s 4×400 m relays event and top 12 finishers in mixed

4×400 m relays event qualified for IAAF World Athletics Championship to be held in Doha (Qatar0 in September - October

2019.

3. India's Performance -
Indian men’s 4 x 400 m relay and women’s 4 x 400 m relay teams finished at 17th.
Indian mixed 4 x 400 m relay team finished at 15th.

4. Overall title of event was clinched byUSA with 54 points.
 

5. Italian Open 2019 Tennis -

1. Men's Singles - Rafael Nadal (Spain)

2. Women's Singles - Karolína Plíšková (Czech Republic)

3. Men's Doubles - Colombia's Juan Sebastián Cabal AND Robert Farah

4. Women's Doubles - Victoria Azarenka (Belarus) AND Ashleigh Barty (Australia)

6. Manchester City FC won English Premier League football title for second successive year, with Liverpool FC gaining second

place.

1. Manchester City maintained its dominance by finishing campaign with 14 straight wins and 98 points.

2. It clinched title by beating Brighton & Hove Albion FC on season's final day.

7. Mercedes Racer Lewis Hamilton (UK) won Spanish Grand Prix 2019 -

1. Formula 1 Season 2019 -

Round Grand Prix Winner date

1 Australian Grand Prix Valtteri Bottas (Finland) 17 March

2 Bahrain Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton (UK) 31 March

3 Chinese Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton (UK) 14 April
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Round Grand Prix Winner date

4 Azerbaijan Grand Prix Valtteri Bottas (Finland) 28 April

5 Spanish Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton (UK) 12 May

6 Monaco Grand Prix  26 May

7 Canadian Grand Prix  9 June

8 French Grand Prix  23 June

9 Austrian Grand Prix  30 June

10 British Grand Prix  14 July

11 German Grand Prix  28 July

12 Hungarian Grand Prix  4 August

13 Belgian Grand Prix  1 September

14 Italian Grand Prix  8 September

15 Singapore Grand Prix  22 September

16 Russian Grand Prix  29 September

17 Japanese Grand Prix  13 October

18 Mexican Grand Prix  27 October

19 United States Grand Prix  3 November

20 Brazilian Grand Prix  17 November

21 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix  1 December

8. Mumbai Indians won Indian Premier League Cricket Tournament 2019 title by defeating Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in final at

Hyderabad.

1. It Mumbai Indians' 4th Indian Premier League (IPL) trophy, now holding record for most IPL Titles.

2. Other Awards at IPL 2019 -

1. David Warner (Hyderabad) - Orange Cap (most runs).

2. Imran Tahir (Chenai) - Purple Cap (most wickets).

3. Andre Russell (Kolkata) - Most Valuable Player. He also won title of Super Striker of the Season.

4. Shubman Gill (Kolkata) - Emerging Player of the Year.

5. Sunrisers Hyderabad won Fairplay award.

6. Rahul Chahar of MI was named Game Changer of the Season.
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