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Current Affairs - June 2020

Month All Type All

143 Current Affairs were found in Period - June 21-30, 2020 for Type - All

Appointments

1. Lazarus Chakwera elected as the new President of Malawi (East Africa).

2. Micheal Martin has been elected as new Prime Minister of Ireland, replacing Leo Varadkar.

3. Vini Mahajan has been appointed as First Female Chief Secretary of Punjab.

4. Anandiben Patel (Governor of Uttar Pradesh) has been given additional charge as Governor of Madhya Pradesh.

5. Cricketer Wasim Jaffer is appointed as head coach of Uttarakhand cricket team. He is most run-getter in Ranji Trophy.

6. Former England Cricketer Clare Connor is to become first female president of 233 year old Marylebone Cricket Club. She will

replace Kumar Sangakkara from October 1, 2021. Sangakkara is first non-British MCC president.

7. Former Gujarat HC Judge Rajesh Shukla is appointed as 5th Lokayukta of Gujarat State.

8. Kubatbek Boronov has been Appointed as new new Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan.

9. Maharashtra government appointed Sanjay Kumar as new state chief secretary.

10. Misc. Appointments (June 2020) -

1. Virendra Nath Datt Appointed as Chairman & Managing Director of PSU National Fertilizers Limited.

2. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) reconstituted its advisory committee on service providers. It would now be

chaired by Manipal Global Education Services Chairman T V Mohandas Pai.

3. New Indian Ambassadors -

1. Raveesh Kumar - Finland

2. Sushil Kumar Singhal - Papua New Guinea.

3. Sibi George - Kuwait.

4. Gaitri I. Kumar - United Kingdom.

5. Rahul Shrivastava - Romania.

6. Monika Mohta - Switzerland.

7. Shambhu S. Kumaran - Philippines

8. Santosh Jha - Belgium. He will also be accredited as Ambassador of India to the European Union.

9. Vijay Khanduja - Zimbabwe.

4. RBI approved extension of tenure for Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) MD and CEO Subramanian Sundar by 6 months.

5. Twitter appointed ex-Google CFO Patrick Pichette as new board chairman.

6. Universal Sompo General Insurance Company Appointed Sharad Mathur as its MD & CEO.

7. NBFC India Infoline Finance Limited (IIFL) Appointed Cricketer Rohit Sharma as its first-ever brand ambassador.

8. Biswajit Dasgupta is appointed as Chief of Staff of Eastern Naval Command of Indian Navy.

9. President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Javed Iqbal Wani as a Judge of Jammu and Kashmir High Court. Gita Mittal is

current chief justice of J&K High Court.

10. Google Appointed India's Prabhakar Raghavan as head Google Search and Assistant.

11. UTI Mutual Fund appointed Imtaiyazur Rahman as its Chief Executive Officer (CEO).

12. Attorney General of India, KK Venugopal's term has been extended by one year.

13. Anmol Narang becacme 1st observant Sikh to graduate from distinguished United States (US) Military Academy.
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14. Devendra Kumar Singh has been appointed as Central Government nominee Director on Board of Directors of Small

Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI). Mohammad Mustafa is MD and CEO of SIDBI.

15. Former SC judge DK Jain will continue as Board of Control for Cricket in India’s ethics officer and ombudsman, after getting

1 year extension.

16. RBI approved re-appointment of Kaizad Bharucha as Executive Director of HDFC Bank.

17. Nirakar Pradhan is appointed as new as CEO of Professional Risk Managers’ International Association (PRMIA).

18. Jaideep Nandi is appointed as new MD of Bajaj Consumer Care.

19. Indian-origin chief of London Stock Exchange, Nikhil Rathi is appointed as new chief executive of UK’s Financial Conduct

Authority.

11. RBI Subsidiary IFTAS (Indian Financial Technology & Allied Services) appointed T Rabi Sankar as its Chairman and N

Rajendran as CEO.

12. TATA Sons Chairman Natarajan Chandrasekaran has been re-nominated by Govt as a Part-Time Non-Official Director on RBI

Central board for 2 years.

1. RBI Central Board consists of 21 members.

2. Currently, RBI’s central board has 15 directors, including Governor and three Deputy Governors.

1. Governor - Shaktikanta Das

2. Deputy governors -  M.D. Patra, M. K. Jain, B.P. Kanungo

13. World Athletics appointed Laurent Boquillet as the Head of Global Development.

Top

Awards

1. 8 sitting Lok Sabha members and 2 Rajya Sabha members will be presented Sansad Ratna Awards 2020 under various

categories.

1. Also Srikakulam TDP MP K Ram Mohan Naidu created record as youngest MP to be honoured with Sansad Ratna Award.

2. Maharashtra government declared Vithabai Narayangaokar lifetime achievement award to folk artist Gulabbai

Sangamnerkar. It consists money prize of Rs 5 lakh.

1. Sangeetacharya Annasaheb Kirloskar musical theatre lifetime achievement award will be presented upon veteran theatre

artist Madhuvanti Dandekar.

Top

Books

1. 2017 Nobel Literature Prize winner Kazuo Ishiguro (Japan) will release his new novel ‘Klara and the Sun’ in March 2021.

2. A Burning, debut novel of Megha Majumdar has been released.

3. Author Amish Tripathi released his new fiction book Legend of Suheldev: The King Who Saved India.

Top

Committees

1. Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has formulated a 9-member working group(WG) headed by

Anjan Dey to suggest insurance products covering various risks involved in the use of Remotely Piloted Aircraft System(RPAS)/

Drones.

2. Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has set up a Project Development Cell (PDC) under its joint secretary Amitesh

Kumar Sinha to attract investment in clean energy, especially in solar sector.

3. National Green Tribunal (NGT) ordered for a high-level committee to look into recent blowout at an Oil India Ltd (OIL) well in

Baghjan, Assam. It also asked the public sector company to deposit Rs 25 crore for damages caused.

4. To strengthen Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)'s enforcement mechanism and also to improve its system of

recovery of siphoned off money, committee headed by former SC Judge Anil Dave proposed a method of quantification of profit

made by the defaulter and loss caused to investors.

1. Committee also examined insolvency, recovery and securities laws jurisprudence and suggested suitable changes in

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016, to ensure that insolvency law is not used as a protection.

Top
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Days

1.  June 21 - UN International Yoga Day, being Observed Since 2015.

1. 2020 Theme is Yoga for Health - Yoga at Home, stipulated by UN.

2. PM’s Awards for Outstanding Contribution for Promotion and Development of Yoga, were not announced in 2020, due to

COVID-19 Pandemic.

3. Other Observations Made on June 21 -

1. World Music Day. 

1. First all-day musical celebration on the day of the summer solstice was celebrated in Paris in 1982.

2. For this Observance, French integrated content,media and communications group Vivendi partnered with

Grammy winner Ricky Kej for “My Earth Concert for Kids”.

2. Summer Solstice day. Summer Solstice is longest day of year which marks official start of summer season in Northern

hemisphere.

1. International Day of Celebration of the Solstice was proclaimed by UN General Assembly in 2019.

3. World Hydrography Day, Proclaimed by International Hydrographic Organization in 2005. 2019 theme is

“Hydrography enabling autonomous technologies”.

2. June 22 is observed as World Rainforest Day.

3. June 23 - United Nations Public Service Day, proclaimed in 2003.

1. On this occasion, United Nations honoured Kerala Health Minister KK Shailaja for her efforts in fighting the Covid-19

Pandemic.

2. June 23 is also observed as International Olympics Day and UN International Widows' Day.

3. June 23 is Death Anniversary of Noted politician Syama Prasad Mukherjee, who founded Bharatiya Jana Sangh (the

predecessor to Bharatiya Janata Party).

4. June 25 is observed as International Day of Seafarer (DotS).

1. June 25 is also observed as World Vitiligo Day.

5. June 26 - International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, Proclaimed by United Nation General Assembly in

December 1987 and Observed since 1989. 2020 Theme is Better Knowledge for Better Care.

1. June 26 is also observed as International Day in Support of Victims of Torture.

6. June 27 - International MSME Day, being observed since 2017. 

7. June 28 is Birth Anniversary of P. V. Narasimha Rao, 9th Prime Minister of India.

8. June 29 is observed as National Statistics Day in India, as 13th edition of this day. 2019 Theme is SDG- 3 (Ensure healthy

lives and promote well-being for all at all ages) & SDG- 5 (Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls).

1. It is celebrated annually on occasion of Birth anniversary of India’s eminent statistician, Late Prof Prasanta Chandra

Mahalanobis.

2. In 2019, Ministry instituted a new award, namely Prof. P.C. Mahalanobis National Award in Official Statistics.

3. Ministry recognises outstanding contribution for high quality research work in field of applied and theoretical statistics

benefitting official statistical system through Prof. C. R. Rao and Prof. P. V. Sukhatme awards, awarded in alternate years.

Top

Defence

1. Anti - Submarine Warfare capability of Indian Navy received a boost with conclusion of a contract for Advanced Torpedo Decoy

System Maareech, capable of being fired from all frontline warships, Developed at DRDO labs (NSTL and NPOL).

1. Bharat Electronics Limited, a Defence PSU, would undertake production of this decoy system.

Top

Economy

1. According to EPFO (Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation), formal employment in India saw an 28.6 % increase at 78.58

lakh in 2019-20 as compared to 61.12 lakh added in 2018-19.

2. Adani Power acquired 49% stake in Odisha Power Generation Corporation(OPGC), from affiliates of US-based global energy

company AES, for USD 135 million. Remaining 51% stake in OPGC is held by the Government of Odisha.
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3. Andhra Pradesh Govt presented AP state budget FY 21 (2020-21), with size for Rs 2.24 lakh crores.

1. AP became first Indian state to convene its Legislative Assembly and Council which adopted budget for FY21 amid Covid-19

pandemic.

2. The budget amount stated a decrease of 1.4% over FY19-20 due to major economic slowdown caused by Covid-19.

3. Budget projected rise in state’s debt to 3,48,998 crores in 2020-21, up from 3.02 lakh crores at end of last FY.

4. At least 7 schemes will be launched this year under government’s flagship “Navaratnalu” programme.

5. 3615 crore will be distributed to farmers under Rythu Bharosa scheme towards inputs and another 1,100 crore towards

interest-free farm loans.

6. State government introduced and passed two Bills - Decentralisation Bill and the AP Capital Region Development Authority

(CRDA) Repeal Bill. Bill enables setting up of three capitals, with Amaravati being Legislative capital, Visakhapatnam the

Executive capital and Kurnool Judicial capital.

4. As per Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation (MoSPI), India retained its position as third-largest economy in

terms of purchasing power parity (PPP), behind the US and China.

1. India accounts for 6.7% ($8,051 billion), out of world's total of $119,547 billion of global Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in

terms of PPP compared to 16.4 % in case of China and 16.3 % for US.

2. In Asia-Pacific Region, in 2017, India retained its position as second largest economy, accounted for 20.83 % in terms of

PPPs where China was first at 50.76% and Indonesia at 7.49% was third.

5. As per a SBI Report, Covid-19 pandemic is likely to bring down India’s per capita income (PCI) by 5.4 % in FY 21 (2020-21), to Rs

1.43 lakh from Rs 1.52 lakh in FY20.

1. This decline in PCI is higher than the nominal GDP decline of 3.8 per cent.

2. Delhi, Chandigarh, and Gujarat will be the worst hit with PCI falling 15.4 per cent, 13.9 per cent and 11.6 per cent.

3. SBI has projected GDP decline of 6.8 % for FY21 (2020-21) and expects a ‘statistical V-shaped recovery ’ in FY22 (2021-22).

6. Coal India subsidiary Mahanadi Coalfields Limited (MCL) will invest 60,000 crores in Odisha. At present, about 30 coal mines

are operated by MCL in Odisha.

1. Company plans to enhance coal production to 300 million tonnes per annum for which it will develop and operate three new

MDO (mine, develop and operate) projects in state. One will be at Ib Valley Coalfield of Jharsuguda district. The other 2

projects will be at Talcher coalfield of Angul district.

7. Competition Commission of India Approvals (June 2020) -

1. Approved merger between France-based Peugeot S.A and UK-Based Fiat Chrysler Automobiles N.V.

2. Approved acquisition by MacRitchie Investments Pte. Ltd. (MacRitchie) in 91Streets Media Technologies Private Limited

(91Streets), Ascent Health and Wellness Solutions Private Limited (Ascent) and API Holdings Private Limited (API).

3. Approved acquisition of Metso Oyj’s (“Metso”) minerals business by Outotec Oyj (“Outotec”). Combined entity will operate

under the name Metso Outotec. Both are Registered in Finland.

4. Approved acquisition of 9.99% stake in Jio Platforms by Jaadhu Holdings LLC. Jaadhu is an indirect wholly owned

subsidiary of Facebook, newly incorporated in March 2020 under laws of State of Delaware (US).

8. France and India signed credit financing agreement promising 200 million euros (Rs. 1709 crore) to support the social welfare

system and India’s covid response. It will be provided to India through AFD, French Development Agency (Agence Française de

Développement).

9. Government declared Minimum Support Price for mature dehusked coconut for the season 2020 at 2700 per quintal, hiking by

5.02% from Rs. 2571 per quintal during season 2019.  

10. Government notified new RBI Issued Floating Rate Savings Bonds 2020 Scheme, in place of 7.75 percent Savings Bonds 2018,

which ceased for subscription from May 28, 2020. Features - 

Sl.
No.

Item Details

1
Issue price/
Denomination/ Minimum
Subscription

The Bonds will be issued at parat Rs.100/-for a minimum amount of Rs.1000/- (nominal value) and in
multiples thereof.

2 Maximum limit There will be no maximum limit for investment in the Bonds.

3 Payment option Subscription to Bonds will be in the form of Cash (uptoRs.20,000 only)/drafts/cheques or any electronic
mode acceptable to the Receiving Office.

4 Repayment/Tenor The Bonds shall be repayable on the expiration of 7 (Seven) years from the date of issue.
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5 Interest Rate(Floating) The interest on the bonds is payable semi-annually on 1st Jan and 1st July every year.The coupon on 1st
January 2021 shall be paid at 7.15%. Interest rate for next half-year will be reset every six months.

6 Tax treatment Interest on the Bonds will be taxable under Income-tax Act 1961.

7 Brokerage/Commission Brokerage at the rate of 0.5% of the amount mobilized will be paid to the Receiving Offices and they shall
share at least 50% of the brokerage so received with brokers/sub brokers registered with them.

11. IBMC Financial Professionals Group, US Gold Currency Inc and Blockfills introduced world’s first monetary gold-backed US

Gold digital currency in India, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Middle East and Africa.

1. Each US Gold digital currency is backed by a US American Eagle one ounce (33.931 gram) gold coin, minted by the US

Federal Agency.

2. Holders of currency can redeem their digital assets as physical gold coin or in US dollars anywhere in world.

12. India signed 2 World Bank loan agreements to help low-income groups in Tamil Nadu get access to affordable housing.

Projects are -

1. $200 million First Tamil Nadu Housing Sector Strengthening Program

2. $50 million Tamil Nadu Housing and Habitat Development Project

13. Indian GDP Growth Forecasts (June 2020) -

1. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) forecasted Indian Economy to contract to 3.7% in FY 21

(2020-21), which can further decelerate to -7.3% in case of second Covid-19 outbreak.

2. Asian Development Bank projected Indian economy to contract by 4% in Fiscal Year 2021 (2020-21), and expected to grow

at 5% in FY 22 (2021-22).

3. Moody’s Investors Service projected Indian economy to shrink 3.1% in FY 21 (2020-21). It also expects Indian economy to

register 6.9% growth in FY 22 (2021-22).

4. As per India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra), India’s GDP is likely to shrink by 5.3% in FY21 (2020-21). It is expected to

bounce back in range of 5-6% in FY 22 (2021-22).

5. International Monetary Fund (IMF) Expected contraction of 4.55% in Indian Economy in Fiscal Year 21 (2020-21), amid

COVID-19 Pandemic. it expects Indian economy to grow at 6 % in FY 22 (2021-22). These projections are stated in latest

World Economic Outlook titled “A Crisis like No Other, An Uncertain Outlook“.

6. S&P Global Ratings projected Indian economy to contract by 5 % in FY 21 (2020-21), due to COVID-19 Pandemic. It will

rebound in FY 22 (2021-22).

14. Minister for Food Processing Industries Harsimrat Kaur Badal launched PM Formalization of Micro Food Processing

Enterprises (PM FME) scheme, as a part of “Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan”.

1. It would generate investment of 35000 crores and generate 9 lakh skilled and semi-skilled employment and benefit 8 lakh

units through access to information, training, better exposure and formalization.

2. It will be implemented from 2020-21 to 2024-25 with an outlay of Rs 10,000 crore. Expenditure would be shared in 60:40

ratio between Central and State Governments, in 90:10 ratio with North Eastern and Himalayan States, 60:40 ratio with UTs

with legislature and 100% by Centre for other UTs.

3. Scheme adopts One District One Product (ODODP) approach to reap benefit of scale in terms of procurement of inputs,

availing common services and marketing of products.

4. Existing Individual micro food processing units desirous of upgradation of their unit can avail credit-linked capital subsidy

@35% of the eligible project cost with a maximum ceiling of Rs.10 lakh per unit.

5. Seed capital @ Rs. 40,000/- per SHG member would be provided for working capital and purchase of small tools.

6. FPOs/ SHGs/ producer cooperatives would be provided credit linked grant of 35% for capital investment along the value

chain.

7. Operation Greens Scheme has been extended from tomato, onion and potato (TOP) crops to other notified horticulture crops

for providing subsidy for their transportation and storage from surplus production area to major consumption centres.

15. Minister of MSME Nitin Gadkari launched Credit Guarantee Scheme for Sub-ordinate Debt (CGSSD) which is also called

“Distressed Assets Fund–Sub-ordinate Debt for MSMEs”.

1. Guarantee cover worth 20,000 crores will be provided to promoters who can take debt from banks to further invest in their

stressed MSMEs as equity. This scheme is expected to provide much required support to around 2 lakh MSMEs and will help

in reviving economic activity in and through this sector.

2. It seeks to extend support to promoters of operational MSMEs which are stressed and have become NPA as on 30th April,

2020.
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1. Promoters of MSMEs will be given credit equal to 15% of their stake or 75 lakh, whichever is lower.

2. Promoters will infuse this amount in MSME unit and thereby enhance liquidity and maintain debt-equity ratio..

3. 90% guarantee coverage for this sub-debt will be given under Scheme and 10% would come from concerned promoters.

4. There will be a moratorium of 7 years on payment of principal whereas maximum tenor for repayment will be 10 years.

16. Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) issued consolidated guidelines for classification and registration of

MSMEs -

1. Earlier, Ministry had published a Notification with new criteria for classification of MSMEs based on Investment and

Turnover. Revised Limits as per notification -

Category
Old

Capital

Old

Turnover

New

Capital

New

Turnover

Micro 25 Lakh 10 Lakh 1 Crore 5 Crore

Small 5 Crore 2 Crore 10 Crore 50 Crore

Medium 10 crore 5 Crore 50 Crore 250 Crore

2. MSME has now issued a Notification, giving detailed criteria for classification of MSMEs and the procedure for registration.

1. It supersedes all earlier notifications issued with regard to classification or registration of MSMEs.

2. Hereafter, an MSME will be known as Udyam. Accordingly, registration process will be known Udyam Registration.

3. Udyam Registration can be filed online based on self-declaration with no requirement to upload documents, papers,

certificates or proof.

4. An enterprise can be registered just on the basis of Aadhaar number. Other details can be given on self-declaration

basis without any requirement of uploading or submitting any paper.

5. Exports of goods or services or both shall be excluded while calculating turnover of any MSME Unit.

6. Ministry of MSME has established a strong facilitation mechanism for MSMEs, in form of Single Window Systems at

the district level and regional level. It will help entrepreneurs who are not able to file Udyam Registration.

7. Ministry’s recent initiative of Champions Control Rooms are responsible for facilitating such Entrepreneurs in

registration and even thereafter.

17. Misc. Corporate Events (June 2020)-

1. Tata Power completed acquisition of 51 % stake in TP Central Odisha Distribution Ltd for Rs 178.5 crores.

2. SEBI extended to August 1, 2020 the date for implementing norms pertaining to power of attorney given by clients to trading

members or clearing members.

3. BEML (Bharat Earth Movers Limited) approved MoU with Japan's MELCO (Mitsubishi Electric Corporation) to study and

plan for initiating a joint venture (JV) company, on lines of invitation of BEML regarding Partnerships under “Make in

India” policy.

4. Amid Push for self-reliance, Department of Promotion for Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has identified 10 Sectors in

which imports are to be reduced. These Include capital goods and machinery, mobile and electronics, gems and jewellery,

pharmaceuticals, textiles and garments.

5. Summer Treats campaign launched by HDFC Bank, with easing of lockdown restrictions in order to provide offers to both

merchants and, salaried and self-employed customers.

6. Social media Firm Facebook signed global licensing deal with India’s oldest music label Saregama.

7. PSU GAIL (India) Ltd and Energy Efficiency Services Ltd (EESL) MoU for development of ”trigeneration” projects in India.

8. IndusInd Bank introduced a first-of-its-kind facility for customers to open current accounts (CA) through its ‘Indus

Corporate’ mobile app.

9. Singapore Based DBS Bank India partnered with Transport Corporation of India Limited (TCIL) to facilitate real time

payments for truck drivers by DBS RAPID (Real Time Application Program Interface-APIs by DBS) solution.

10. Amid COVID-19 Pandemic, National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) made available a Special

Liquidity Facility (SLF) of 270 crores to Assam Gramin Vikash Bank for supporting agricultural activities.

1. It is under National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD)'s Special Liquidity Facility (SLF) of

25,000 crore for providing liquidity support to Regional Rural Banks, Cooperative Banks and Micro Finance

Institutions (MFIs) during 2020-21.

11. Payments platform PhonePe and ICICI Lombard launched ‘first of its kind’ travel insurance, domestic multi-trip insurance,

for 499 / year.
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12. Chemicals and Fertilizers PSU HIL supplied 25MT Malathion 95% ULV to Iran under Government-to-Government initiative

for Locust Control Programme.

13. Airtel Payments Bank launched ‘Suraksha Salary Account’ for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME).

14. Bank of Baroda will completely digitize its lending operations including home, agriculture, Micro, Small and Medium

Enterprises(MSME), personal and auto loans.

15. Special affordable housing loan scheme named Saral has been launched by ICICI Home Finance, especially for women,

lower, middle income customers and economically weaker sections having maximum household income up to Rs 6 lakh

annually.

16. HDFC ERGO General insurance partnered with UK based tech firm TropoGo Limited to launch India’s 1st ‘Pay as you Fly’

insurance for drone-owners in India.

17. Hyundai Motors partnered with HDFC Bank to offer industry 1st online auto retail financing on its end-to-end online

automotive retail platform, ‘Click to Buy’ to the customers.

18. Tata AIA Life Insurance partnered with East Consultancy Services to offer Aadhaar-based paperless offline e-Know Your

Customer(KYC) service.

19. Karnataka Bank rolled out a new product titled “KBL Micro Mitra” for the Micro entrepreneurs. It will offer assistance up to

10 lakhs.

20. Payments Firm PhonePe partnered with ICICI Bank on UPI multi-bank model, giving its users the option to create and use

multiple UPI IDs with ICICI Bank, after Yes Bank was signed in as First such partner.

21. Flipkart co-founder Sachin Bansal’s financial services startup “Navi” launched a mobile app ” Navi lending”.

22. SOLV, B2B (business to business) digital platform for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), has launched a

tailor-made credit card in partnership with Standard Chartered Bank.

18. PM Narendra modi launched massive rural public works scheme Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan, to empower and provide

livelihood opportunities to returnee migrant workers and rural citizens.

1. It has been launched from Village – Telihar, Block- Beldaur of Khagaria District of Bihar.

2. Villages across 116 districts in 6 States joined the programme through Common Service Centres and Krishi Vigyan

Kendras. States are Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Odisha. Out of 116 districts, 27 are

aspirational.

3. This mission mode campaign of 125 days, will involve intensified and focused implementation of 25 different types of works

to provide employment to migrant workers and create rural infrastructure, with a resource envelope of 50,000 crores.

4. The Abhiyaan will be a convergent effort between 12 different Ministries/Departments.

19. PSU NTPC recorded highest ever commercial capacity addition of 8260 MW in FY 20 (2019-20), which includes acquisition of

2970 MW capacity of THDC and NEEPCO. NTPC now has  group installed capacity of 62110 MW.

20. President Ram Nath Kovind promulgated Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020. It amends Banking Regulation

Act, 1949 as applicable to Cooperative Banks.

1. It seeks to protect interests of depositors and strengthen cooperative banks by improving governance by extending powers

already available with RBI in respect of other banks to Co-operative Banks as well.

2. The amendments do not affect existing powers of the State Registrars of Co-operative Societies under state co-operative

laws.

3. The amendments do not apply to Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) or co-operative societies.

21. RBI proposed to tighten rules governing home financiers, including putting restrictions on lending to builders and doubling the

minimum net owned funds criterion -

1. RBI proposed that home financiers should not be simultaneously allowed to lend to a real estate developer as well as

homebuyers in developer’s project. Home financiers will now be regulated as a category of non-banking financial companies.

2. Non-deposit taking HFCs with asset size of 500 crore and above, and all deposit taking HFCs irrespective of asset size will be

treated as systemically important HFCs.

3. RBI also said that to qualify as a housing finance company, 50% of net assets should be to real estate lending, of which at

least 75% should be towards individual housing loans.

4. Those HFCs that do not fulfil qualification will be treated as NBFC–investment and credit companies (NBFC-ICCs) and will

be required to approach RBI for conversion of their certificate of registration from HFCs to NBFC-ICC.

5. RBI proposed to double minimum net owned funds for HFCs to 20 crore and align the capital requirements of all HFCs with

NBFCs over a period of two years.
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6. For HFCs, minimum capital risk-weighted assets ratio (CRAR) is currently at 12%, which will be increased to 14% by 31

March 2021 and 15% by 31 March 2022.

22. SEBI amended Securities and Exchange Board of India (Substantial Acquisition of Shares and Takeovers) Regulations 2011

(SEBI-SAST) to enhance the acquisition limit for promoters of a listed company -

1. Amendment allows promoters owning 25% or more of the shares or voting rights in a company to increase his shareholding

by upto 10% in a year in comparison to the earlier 5% limit. This limit is permitted only through preferential issue of equity

shares and valid only for FY20-21.

2. SEBI relaxed condition of time gap between two qualified institutional placements (QIPs) to 2 weeks from earlier 6 months.

23. Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has set up a fund named Swavalamban Crisis Responsive Fund, to

support free onboarding for micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) on trade receivables discounting system (TReDS).

1. Usually, an MSME has to pay a fee of Rs 5,000 to Rs 10,000 for getting registered on a TReDS platform. For now, Free

onboarding of MSMEs would be available till September end.

2. Three TReDS platforms -- Receivables Exchange of India Ltd (RXIL), M1xchange and Invoicemart -- will help MSMEs gain

access to working capital through invoice discounting via multiple financiers.

3. TReDS is an electronic platform where receivables of MSMEs drawn against buyers, are financed through multiple financiers

at competitive rates through an auction mechanism.

24. World Bank Group announced loan of USD 500 million for improving quality and governance of school education system in

India, Under STARS Program.

1. It will benefit 10 million teachers and 250 million school students across 1.5 million schools in 6 states - Rajasthan, Odisha,

Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, and Maharashtra.

25. Yes Bank partnered with fintech startup “Affordplan” to launch ‘Swasth Card’, a co-branded healthcare card, under Swasth

program.

1. Yes Bank also launched its digital wallet solution ‘Yuva Pay’, to enable contactless payments for its customers.

Top

International

1. A consensus has been reached between Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt over USD 4.5 billion worth Giant Ethiopian Renaissance

Dam, and dam will not be filled unilaterally by Ethiopia.

1. This is expected to enhance regional stability in Horn of Africa.

2. In 2011, when Ethiopia started construction for the dam on the Blue Nile, Egypt immediately protested. As the Blue Nile

which originated from Lake Tana in Ethiopia flows downstream through Sudan to Egypt. Egypt is dependent on the Nile

River for freshwater estimated that the dam might block its annual share of water resources of 55.5 billion cubic meters.

2. According to 69th  edition of Statistical Review of World Energy 2020 report, released by UK based oil and gas company

BP plc -

1. India was 2nd  major market after China to increase primary energy consumption in 2019.

2. India’s energy consumption in 2019 was third largest (34.06 EJ (Exajool)-an increase of 2.3%) only after China (141.70 EJ)

and United States (94.65 EJ).

3. Renewable energy and natural gas occupy leading position in the growth in energy consumption. While primary energy

consumption in world has increased to 583.90 (EJ). Carbon emissions from energy use has been increased by 0.5%.

4. Global oil consumption increased by 0.9 million barrels per day (bpd) or 0.9 %, slightly lower than 10-year average of 1.3 %

per annum .

5. India is 3rd largest country in terms of oil consumption with a growth of 1.59 lakh barrels per day, ranked third after China’s

consumption of 6.81 lakh barrels per day and Iran’s 1.83 lakh barrels per day.

6. Global Coal consumption fell by 0.6% and its share in primary energy fell to its lowest level in 16 years (27%) led by a sharp

drop in OECD demand. However, coal remained largest source of energy for power generation with over 36% of global

power.

7. Renewable energy posted a record increase in consumption in energy terms (3.2 EJ).

3. According to Global Startup Ecosystem Report (GSER) 2020 by Startup Genome -

1. Bangalore included in world’s top-30 startup ecosystem ranking, ranking 26th. Delhi ranks 36th.

2. While California’s Silicon Valley topped the list.
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4. According to report Policy Brief: The Impact of COVID-19 on Food Security and Nutrition released by Italy based Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO) -

1. Around 4.5 Crore people were fall into acute food insecurity since February 2020 due to COVID-19 pandemic, of which a

majority of 33 million people reside in South and Southeast Asia, and most of the remainder in Sub-Saharan Africa.

2. Pandemic is likely to cost $8.5 trillion in the next 2 years.

5. As per Global Trends- Forced Displacement in 2019 report by UN refugee agency United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR) -

1. In 2019, additional 11 million people were displaced where 2.4 million sought protection outside their country, and 8.6

million were newly displaced within their countries.

2. Globally, approx 1 % people have been displaced.

3. Of 79.5 million Displaced, 29.6 million were refugees, 4.2 million asylum seekers and 45.7 million internally displaced people

(IDPs)

4. Five countries account for two-thirds (68%) of people displaced across borders: Syria, Venezuela, Afghanistan, South

Sudan and Myanmar.

5. Turkey hosted the largest number of refugees, 3.9 million people (3.6 million were refugees & 0.3 million were Asylum

seekers).

6. As per Swiss National Bank (SNB) Annual banking statistics, 2019 -

1. India moved down three places to 77th rank in terms of money parked by its citizens in Swiss Banks. Indian Funds parked in

Swiss banks fell by 5.8 per cent in 2019 to 899 million Swiss francs (Rs 6,625 crore).

2. Neighbors - Pakistan (99th), Bangladesh (85th), Nepal (118th), Sri Lanka (148th), China (22nd).

7. China completed launch of final satellite of its BeiDou Positioning system, meaning ‘Big Dipper’ in Mandarin.

1. Satellite is part of third generation of the BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BDS-3) and was the 55th satellite of the

Beidou system.

8. China passed legislation that empowered the Chinese Parliament to draft security laws for Hong Kong, to tighten its grip on

Honk Kong by planning to establish a ‘Special Bureau- National Security Office’ in Hong Kong that will have rights to deal with

criminal cases and analyze intelligence.

9. China reportedly diverted flow of rivers in certain areas of Nepal-China border, that acted as a natural boundary.

1. China has diverted flow of rivers for encroachment at 10 Places, with total area of Nepalese land encroached by China around

33 hectares.

2. China also annexed Nepalese Villages Rui and Teigha.

10. China will join multilateral Arms Trade Treaty (ATT).

1. China was aong 23 countries in 2013, which abstained from the vote to adopt the treaty at the United Nations.

2. China has been raising disputes from almost every neighbor, Which Includes -

1. Curbing autonomy of Hong Kong

2. Making attempts to administer complete sovereignty in South China Sea.

3. Raising border conflicts with India.

3. U.S. President Trump announced in April 2019 that U.S. will never ratify Arms Trade Treaty under his administration.

4. Under Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), international sales and transfer of conventional arms are regulated as per the global

standards. It came into force from 24th December 2014. India has not signed the treaty yet.

11. Concession agreement was signed between Kholongchhu Hydro Energy Limited and Royal Government of Bhutan.

1. Project will be located on Kholongchhu River in Eastern Bhutan’s Trashiyangtse District, with 600 MW capacity and

expected to be completed by end of 2025.

2. For development of this Hydroelectric project, a joint venture between Bhutan’s Druk Green Power Corporation and India’s

Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited was formed in June 2015, named Kholongchhu Hydro Energy Limited.

12. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh Visited Russia, along with a 75-member Indian Tri-services contingent, to take part Vistory Day

parade on occasion of 75th anniversary of victory in Second World War.

1. Every year, Victory Day in Russia is celebrated on May 9. However, due to COVID-19 crisis, the parade was postponed this

year. It marks surrender of Nazi Germany in 1945.

13. Foundation stone for the first Hindu Temple in Pakistan’s capital city Islamabad was laid, as first to be constructed in Islamabad

since Formation of Pakistan. The temple will be devoted to Lord Krishna, named Shri Krishna Mandir.

1. Construction of temple would cost 10 crore Pakistani Rupee, to be borne by Pakistan Government.
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2. However, the same has been facing opposition by Pakistani extremists and even general Public, which is mostly religiously

extremeist.

14. India became 12th largest holder of United States Government Securities, amounting USD 157.4 billion at the end of April 2020,

1. Despite low returns, Treasury Securities (are of four types- Bills, Notes, Bonds, Inflation-Protected Securities) backed by US

Treasury Department is one of safest assets for any Central Bank around the world.

2. India’s holding touched an all-time record high of USD 177.5 billion at end of February 2020, which came down later due to

COVID-19 Pandemic.

3. Top 5 Countries as per US Government Security holdings -

1. Japan- USD 1.266 Trillion

2. China- USD 1.073 Trillion

3. United Kingdom- USD 368.5 Billion

4. Ireland- USD 300.2 Billion

5. Luxembourg- USD 265.5 Billion

15. India pledged USD 10 million to United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA),

during Extraordinary Virtual Ministerial Pledging Conference for UNRWA.

16. India reduced staff strength of Indian High Commission in Islamabad by 50% and has also directed Pakistan to implement the

same from its Pakistan High Commission in New Delhi. This downgrading of diplomatic ties is due to -

1. Pakistan violating Vienna convention with barbaric treatment with two Indian high Commission staff at Islamabad at

gunpoint by Pakistan Government officials.

2. Also, 2 High Commission staff were caught in acts of espionage by Indian Officials. They were expelled from and made to

return to Pakistan.

17. Infosys Became second major signatory and first Indian company to sign The Climate Pledge, of Amazon and Global Optimism,

an initiative by Amazon Chief Jeff Bezos and Christiana Figueres, founder of Global Optimism. It aims to become net-zero carbon

by 2040, ten years ahead of target set under Paris Agreement. Company Agreed to -

1. Company has set 2035 to complete transition to Renewable Energy.

2. Implement decarbonization strategies through changes in business and innovations through renewable energy, materials

reductions etc.

3. Neutralize remaining emissions with additional, real, permanent and socially beneficial offsets to achieve zero carbon

emission by 2040.

18. Internet shutdown in Myanmar's conflict-ridden northwest, described as world's longest, entered second year.

1. Government had shut down mobile data in several townships across Rakhine state and neighbouring Chin state on June 21,

2019.

19. Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps will set up its permanent military base in Indian ocean by March 2021, after reported

harassment faced by Iranian Fishermen in ocean from pirates and encroachments by foreign vessels in Indian Ocean and Sea of

Oman.

20. Ishigaki city Authority of Japan has passed bill under which the Tonoshiro area will be renamed as Tonoshiro Senkaku, from Oct

2020.

1. This has raised tension among China and Japan due to a long standing dispute.

2. A group of Islands without inhabitants located at the South China Sea has been a point of disagreement between Japan and

China since 1972. The island is known by the name Senkakus in Japan, while in the People’s Republic of China the Islands

are known by as Diaoyu.

3. The island group is at present administered by the administrative authority of Ishigaki city of Japan’s Okinawa Prefecture.

4. Since 1972, China began to declare its ownership over islands based on the fact that the islands were discovered during the

14th century by Chinese Ryukyu Kingdom.

21. Lower house of US Congress, the House of Representatives approved a Bill that would grant United States capital Washington

D.C statehood for first time since it was created 230 years ago.

1. However, with Presidential Elections approaching, it seems unlikely to come into force as chances for Bill to advance at

Senate (Upper House of US Congress) seem unlikely.

2. Also, US President Trump made it clear that he would ‘veto’ the Bill even if it is passed at Senate.

3. In 1790, Washington D.C (District of Columbia) was carved out from the states of Virginia and Maryland.
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22. Mali (West Africa) awarded Project Management Consultancy contract to Indian PSU NTPC, for development of 500 MW Solar

Park.

1. Earlier, Republic of Togo engaged NTPC for similar PMC support for development of 285 MW Solar Park in Togo.

23. NASA named it’s headquarter building at Washington D.C after its first African American Female Engineer Mary W.Jackson.

1. National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics recruited Mary W.Jackson in 1951. Committee was replaced by the National

Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) in 1958.

24. Nepal Parliament proposed an amendment in Nepal's Citizenship Act. Under which, a foreign woman marrying a Nepali national

will have to wait for 7 years to get naturalised citizenship.

1. This has been opposed by Nepal's main opposition parties, which stated that it would inconvenience people living in Madhes

where cross-border marriages are quite prevalent.

2. It will also impact Nepal's age-old 'roti-beti' relationship with India. Madheshi are residents of Terai region in the south of

Nepal at the foothill of the Himalayas on the border with India in Bihar.

25. Pakistan will continue being in FATF Grey List, as decided During 3rd & and last Plenary and Working Groups Meeting of Global

anti-money laundering watchdog Financial Action Task Force (FATF) for current FATF plenary year. Pakistan again managed to

escape from entering the ‘Blacklist’ despite its continuing failure to act against terrorist organizations.

26. Serbia became first country to conduct National Elections, amid Covid-19 Pandemic. Serbian Progressive Party (SNS) coalition,

under President Aleksandar Vucic won with large Margin.

27. Serum Institute of India signed new supply agreement with United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and Vaccine alliance

Gavi’s procurement partner to supply Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine(PCV) to low income countries all over the world.

28. Times Higher Education (THE)  Young University Rankings 2020, for universities which are under 50 years old. 

1. 2 Indian Institutes named in top 100 - IIT Ropar (62nd rank) and IIT Indore at 64th rank.

2. Top 5 -

Rank Name Country

1 The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) Hong Kong

2 Nanyang Technological University Singapore

3 Paris Sciences et Lettres – PSL Research University France

4 Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies Italy

5 Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST) South Korea

29. Tripartite Power Purchase Agreement (TPPA) signed between Pakistan, China Three Gorges Corporation and Government of

Pakistan occupied Kashmir, for construction of 1124 MW Kohala Hydro Power Project. It is part of China Pakistan Economic

Corridor.

30. US Senate passed a bill that seeks to impose sanctions on China for its decision to implement controversial national security law

in Hong Kong.

1. Bill comprises two measures, one of which- the Hong Kong Autonomy Act, aims to impose sanctions on individuals and

businesses that help China restrict autonomy of Hong Kong.

2. The second measure condemns China for violating Sino-British Joint Declaration signed in 1984 to guarantee autonomy for

Hong Kong.

31. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) Report on Inclusion and Education: All Means

All, assessing progress towards Sustainable Developments Goal 4 on education and other SDG agendas related to education -

1. Report estimates that around 40% of low and lower-middle income countries have not provided any support to the

disadvantaged students during lockdown due to COVID-19 situations, and the educatonal divide has increased.

32. United Nations World Food Programme (UNWFP) and IIT Delhi Partnered to support state and national governments in

achieving food and nutrition security, by using advanced analytics and operations research to develop practical solutions.

33. Voting for Constitutional Reforms began in Russia, to allow Putin to rule till 2036.

1. Putin’s current term as President ends in 2024. Putin in early 2020 had announced amendments to 14 articles under the

1993 Constitution of Russia, calling a nationwide referendum.

2. As per amendments, term of the current (Vladimir Putin) and former (Dmitry Medvedev from 2008-2012) President of

Russia will be reset or counted from 0 from 2024 so that either of them can be elected as President again in 2024.

3. At present, a person can serve as President of Russia for maximum of 2 consecutive terms, with length 6 years.

34. World Justice Project (WJP) Rule of Law Index 2020 -

1. India ranked 69th.
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2. Top 3 - Denmark (1), Norway (2), Finland (3)

1. Neighbors - China (88), Pakistan (120), Bangladesh (115), Sri Lanka (66)

35. World’s first Yoga University outside India was launched in US’s Los Angeles city, named after Swami Vivekananda. Programs

based on the ancient traditional Indian practice of yoga will be offered at the university with a combination of scientific principles

and modern research approaches.

Top

Meetings

1.  Foreign minister level meeting of trilateral group of Russia-India-China (RIC) held via Video Conferencing, with India

represented by external affairs minister S. Jaishankar.

Top

National

1. Andhra Pradesh Government will take up the construction of 3 Million (30 lakh) houses under the YSR Jagananna Colonies

project after distributing house sites to the beneficiaries on 8th July 2020.

1. Jagananna Colonies is part of the State Government’s Navratnalu- Pedalandariki Illu (houses for all the poor) Program.

2. State government will bear around Rs 10,000 to Rs 11,000 crore.

3. The house sites will be provided at Rs 1 to the selected white Ration Card beneficiaries.

2. Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel launched Godhan Nyay Yojana, aiming to make animal husbandry commercially profitable,

prevent open grazing by cattle and solve problem of stray animals on roads and for environment conservation.

1. State Govt will procure cow dung from cow breeders and farmers,becoming first state to do so.

3. Coronavirus (COVID-19) Updates (June 2020) -

1. National -

1. DRDO's Delhi based Unit Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS) developed a disinfection unit

named Ultra Swachh to disinfect a wide range of materials, including Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs),

electronics items, fabrics, etc.

2. Delhi Govt launched Delhi Corona App, to provide all required information that are related to ventilators and hospital

beds.

3. Central Drug Control Standard Organisation (CDCSO) permitted Gilead Sciences for marketing authorization of its

anti-viral drug ‘Remdesivir’. The drug has been permitted for the restricted emergency use on hospitalised COVID-19

patients only.

4. Gujarat became first state to complete migration of workers to their home state through Shramik Special trains.

5. Karnataka Launched Covid-19 data tracking platform, developed by NASSCOM.

6. Researchers at Lovely Professional University developed a multipurpose algae-based respirator called Oxigeno, which

can filter out harmful gasses and small particles in air, while increasing amount of oxygen passing through it.

7. Amid Flaws in global supplies of nasopharyngeal (NP) swabs, CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory Pune has developed

an indigenous NP swab for collecting samples from throat cavity of COVID-19 patients.

8. Ministry of AYUSH recommended homeopathic drug Arsenicum album for COVID-19 Treatment. It is made by heating

arsenic in distilled water.

9. DRDO developed SUMERU PACS, that helps to reduce sweating of Personal Protective Equipment wearers, as PPEs

feel very uncomfortable after wearing them for over 30 minutes.

10. International Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy and New Materials (ARCI) and MEKINS Industries

have co-developed a UVC-based Cabinet for disinfecting non-critical hospital items, laboratory wear, and PPEs in

research laboratories to prevent surface contamination of COVID 19.

11. National Institute of Pharmaceuticals Education and Research (NIPER) Guwahati signed MoU with PSU Hindustan

Antibiotic Limited, for large scale industrial-grade manufacturing and commercialization of their 3D printed

antimicrobial face-shields, to control spread of novel coronavirus.

12. Pune based Defence Institute of Advanced Technology (DIAT) developed Nano-Technology based disinfectant spray to

fight against COVID-19, named ANANYA.
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13. Lieutenant Governor of Delhi Anil Bajlal ruled over Delhi Government order of reserving government and private

hospitals in the Nation Capital only for Delhiites and allow COVID-19 test only for symptomatic patients.

14. Govt launched COVID BEEP, as first physiological parameter monitoring system for COVID-19 patients, developed by

IIT Hyderabad and ESIC Medical College Hyderabad.

1. COVID BEEP is Continuous Oxygenation and Vital Information Detection Biomed ECIL ESIC Pod. It is first

indigenous wireless cost-effective parameter monitoring system.

15. IIT-BHU Researchers developed an anti-microbial five-layered face mask, which can annihilate pathogenic

microorganisms that are stuck to its outer surface and thereby limit spread of secondary infections.

16. Kerala Based VST Mobility Solutions launched an automated mask disposal machine as part of efforts to develop

products helping to combat Covid-19. The disposal device, named BIN-19, is developed using technology from Sree

Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST),

1. IoT (Internet of Things) based BIN-19 is used for collecting and disinfecting Used Face-Mask.

17. Researchers at Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) developed a new low-cost and low-tech required test

for SARS-CoV-2 testing. This test is known as reverse transcription nested PCR (RT-nPCR) test.

1. This test does not require real-time quantitative RT-qPCR.

2. RT-nPCR developed by the CCMB research team has shown comparable performance to the standard RT-qPCR

test.

18. Punjab Government launched Ghar Ghar Nigrani mobile application to undertake house to house surveillance to

eliminate COVID-19 pandemic.

19. DRDO developed ‘GermiKlean’, as a sanitising chamber that can be used to sanitise uniforms of security and police

personnel.

20. Researchers of IIT Kharagpur have developed an Artificial Intelligence based cyber-physical system to monitor social

distancing in public places.

21. Kerala government canceled this year’s Sabarimala annual festival, amid security concerns due to COVID-19 Outbreak.

22. IIT Guwahati developed an application called “Flyzy” for consistent and contactless air travel during COVID-19

pandemic.

23. Health and Family Welfare Minister Harsh Vardhan launched India’s first mobile I-Lab (Infectious disease diagnostic

lab) for coronavirus COVID-19 testing for last-mile testing access. It can perform 25 COVID-19 RT-PCR tests/Day, 300

ELISA tests/day, additional tests for TB, HIV etc.

24. Govt launched device called GermiBAN, that kills viruses & other germs by sterilising, sanitising & disinfecting in large

areas.

25. National Research Development Corporation (NRDC) licensed manufacturing know-how of PPE Suit being named as

NavRakshak (Developed by Indian Navy) to 5 MSME clients.

26. IIT Guwahati in association with RR Animal Healthcare Ltd and Guwahati Medical College and Hospital (GMCH), has

developed low-cost diagnostic kits - Viral Transport Media (VTM) kits, RT-PCR kits, and RNA isolation kits.

27. For treatment of mild to moderate COVID-19 positive patients, oral antiviral drug ‘Favipiravir (Fabiflu)’ was approved

by Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) to Mumbai based Glenmark Pharmaceuticals.

28. Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai (MCGM) launched a mobile application “Air-Venti” to help Mumbai

residents to know about availability of the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) beds and Ventilators in hospitals around them.

29. Amid COVID-19 Pandemic, Telangana Government promulgated Disaster and Public Health Emergency (Special

Provisions) Ordinance 2020, which allowed it to defer salaries and pensions of its employees, pensioner, institution etc

and other dues in event of disaster and public health emergency in State.

30. At centuries-old historic Kamakhya Temple at Guwahati, for the first time in six centuries of record available from

1565, the 5 days Ambubachi Mela will not be organized due by COVID-19 Pandemic.

31. World’s largest Convalescent Plasma Therapy Trial project launched by Maharashtra Government, named Platina.

ICMR has approved to conduct plasma therapy in COVID-19 positive patients, in absence of a definite treatment for

COVID-19.

32. To treat COVID-19 patients, Delhi govt announced a ‘Plasma Bank’ to be set up at Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences

(ILBS).

33. To control spread of COVID-19, Madhya Pradesh Govt to launch a campaign called ‘Kill Corona’ from July 2020, under

which door-to-door Survey will be conducted.
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2. International -

1. Costa Rica and World Health Organization launched C-TAP (COVID-19 Technology Access Pool), as an one-stop shop

for information, scientific knowledge and intellectual property for global community.

2. Swiss Federal Institute of Technology and ETH Zurich developed SwissCovid, first of its kind for digital contact tracing

app utilizing Exposure Notification API of Apple and Google, to track spread of coronavirus. Latvia also developed a

similar app “Apturi Covid”.

3. G20 Member countries pledged more than $21 billion to fight COVID-19 pandemic.

4. New Zealand declared itself COVID-free on June 8, 2020 after recovery of its last coronavirus patient.

5. United Kingdom’s economy shrank by record 20.4 percent in April 2020, amid strict lockdown to combat COVID-19.

6. Bangladesh Government launched an online network to facilitate plasma exchange between recovered patients of

COVID-19 and those undergoing treatment for Corona infection in country, Named Shohojodha.

7. US suspended ‘Green Cards and Non-Migrant Work Visas’ till 31st December 2020, to protect jobs of US citizens amid

COVID-19.

8. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) report Lives Upended How COVID-19 threatens the futures of 600 million

South Asian children

1. In South Asia, around 240 million children are classified as poor and current COVID-19 situation will affect an

additional 120 million children, a total of 360 million children will be pushed into poverty and food insecurity in

the next 6 months.

9. A coalition led by the World Health Organization (WHO) to combat outbreak of COVID-19, informed that it would

require USD 31.3 billion in the next 12 months for continuing its fight against pandemic. As of today, it has collected

USD 3.4 billion.

1. Coalition ACT-Accelerator initiative, where ACT stands for Access to COVID-19 Tools, was launched in April

2020.

4. Gujarat Government launched an online cash aid initiative for over 12000 MSME Units in State, named as ‘At One Click’. The

initiative committed Rs 1,369 crore of financial aid for the MSMEs and bigger industrial units, to restore former vibrancy of state.

5. Uttar Pradesh government will form a dedicated security force to ensure security of Govt units in state, named Uttar Pradesh

Special Security Force (UPSSF). It will be similar to Central Industrial Security Force (CISF).

6. A webinar conducted by Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs to mark 5 years of completion of Atal Mission for

Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), Smart Cities Mission (SCM), Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-

Urban (PMAY-U). These schemes were launched on June 25, 2015.

1. AMRUT -

1. It aims at ensuring universal coverage of drinking water supply and substantial improvement in coverage and

treatment capacities of sewerage and septage, along with storm water drainage, non-motorized urban transport and

green spaces & parks.

2. It covers more than 60% of urban population, with State Annual Action Plans (SAAPs) worth 77,640 crore approved.

3. Projects worth 10,654 crores completed and 65,175 crore in advanced stages of implementation. 39,011 crore allocated

for drinking water supply projects, and 32,546 crores approved for sewerage and septage projects.

4. Mission helped cities to undertake a set of 11 reforms comprising 54 milestones aimed at strengthening capacities of

city level institutions for effective governance and citizen service delivery.

2. Smart Cities Mission -

1. It aims to promote cities that provide core infrastructure and give a decent quality of life to its citizens, and application

of ‘Smart’ solutions.

2. As of now, value of tendered smart city projects is over 1,66,000 crores, the value of work orders issued is about

1,25,000 crores and the value of all completed projects is more than 27,000 crores. 180% growth in the completed

project in the last one year.

3. 47 Operational Integrated Command and Control Centres (ICCC) helped cities in their fight against COVID.

4. Urban Learning Internship Program (TULIP)’ is designed for all ULBs and Smart City SPVs to engage fresh graduates

as interns.

5. ClimateSmart Cities and DataSmart Cities are two important programs under Mission.

6. 114 India cities participated in Ease of Living and Municipal Performance Index. Top 20 cities have been paired as

‘Sister cities’ with 20 cities who were behind in ranking.
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7. Mission is supporting interested cities in raising finance through Municipal Bonds. Recently, 6 cities were selected for

technical assistance from US Treasury department to raise municipal bonds.

3. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Urban (PMAY-U) -

1. It aims to provide pucca house to all eligible beneficiaries of Urban India by 2022, with vision of ‘Housing for All’.

2. Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) received a validated demand of about 1.12 Cr houses under PMAY

(U). Approvals for 1.05 Cr houses have already been sanctioned, of which 65 lakhs are grounded and 35 lakhs have

been delivered.

3. Number of houses sanctioned in last 5 years under Mission is almost eight times more than those sanctioned under

earlier urban housing schemes during earlier 10 years.

4. National Urban Housing Fund has been created to mobilize 60,000 Cr through Extra Budgetary Resources over and

above budgetary allocation for the Mission.

5. Through Credit Link Subsidy Scheme (CLSS), for the first time, Middle Income Group (MIG) is being provided benefits

for their housing needs.

6. 6 Light House Projects implemented in six states, which will act as live laboratories demonstrating innovative

technologies for speedier and cost-effective construction of eco-friendly houses.

7. In 2019, MoHUA launched Angikaar campaign for change management in over 4000 cities, which addressed and

enabled beneficiaries to adapt to life transformation that comes with shifting to a newly constructed house.

8. An Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHCs) scheme for providing ease of living to Urban Migrants/ Poor has

been announced in May 2020.

9. Employment for approximately 1.65 Cr citizens has been generated through forward and backward linkages.

4. Other key announcements at the Webinar -

1. National Urban Learning Platform - A platform for digitally consolidating key skills and knowledge required for

capacity building.

2. NIUA Climate Center for Cities (C3) - Setup to institutionalize learnings from experiences in our cities on climate

change.

3. NIUA Center for Digital Governance (CDG)  - An initiative to take forward digital efforts of MoHUA and become

anchor to accelerate digital transformation of urban governance across all States and Cities.

4. City Finance Portal - First time effort of getting financial Statements of all cities on single platform.

5. Cycles4Change Challenge - An initiative of Smart Cities Missionto inspire and support Indian cities to quickly

implement cycling-friendly initiatives in response to COVID-19.

7. Andhra Pradesh Govt launched Kapu Nestham schemem, which will now provide financial assistance of Rs 15,000 to women

belonging to Kapu community, in age group of 45-60.

8. Bengaluru’s Kempegowda International Airport became First Airport in india to get indigenously-developed Aviation Weather

Monitoring System. It has been developed by Bengaluru-based CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL).

9. Cabinet Approvals (June 24, 2020) -

1. General Approvals -

1. Approved extension of term of the Commission to examine the issue of Sub-categorization of Other Backward Classes,

by 6 months i.e. upto 31-01-2021. Commission was constituted under article 340 of the Constitution with the approval

of President on 2nd October, 2017. It is headed by Justice (Retd.) G. Rohini.

2. Approved Kushinagar Airport in Uttar Pradesh as an International Airport, located in the vicinity of several Buddhist

Cultural Sites like Sravasti, Kapilvastu, Lumbini (Kushinagar itself is a Buddhist cultural site).

3. Approved to bring Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs) and Multi-State Cooperative Banks (MSCBs) under the

supervision of RBI. It means that 8.6 crore depositors of these 1482 UCBs and 58 MSCBs will be able to get added

protection against benking defaults.

4. Approved several reforms in Space sector, aimed at boosting private sector participation in space activities.

1. Space sector can play a major catalytic role in the technological advancement and expansion of our Industrial

base.

2. Newly created Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) will provide a level

playing field for private companies to use Indian space infrastructure.

3. PSU New Space India Limited (NSIL) will endeavour to re-orient space activities from a ‘supply driven’ model to

a ‘demand driven’ model, ensuring optimum utilization of our space assets.
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2. CCEA Approvals -

1. Approved additional investment of US$ 121.27 million (about Rs.909 crore)  by ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL) towards

further development of blocks A-1 and A-3 Blocksof Shwe oil & gas project in Myanmar. Indian PSU, GAIL, is also an

investor in this project. OVL has invested US$ 722 million till 31st March 2019 in this project.

2. Approved setting up of Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF) worth Rs. 15000 crore, under

Atmanirbhar Bharat Mission. AHIDF would facilitate much needed incentivisation of investments in establishment of

such infrastructure for dairy and meat processing and value addition infrastructure and establishment of animal feed

plant in private sector.

1. Eligible beneficiaries would be Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), MSMEs, Section 8 Companies, Private

Companies and individual entrepreneur with minimum 10% margin money contribution by them. balance 90%

would be the loan component to be made available by scheduled banks.

2. Government will provide 3% interest subvention to eligible beneficiaries. There will be 2 years moratorium period

for principal loan amount and 6 years repayment period thereafter.

3. Government would also set up Credit Guarantee Fund of Rs. 750 crore to be managed by NABARD. Guarantee

Coverage would be upto 25% of Credit facility of borrower.

3. Approved a scheme for interest subvention of 2% for a period of 12 months, to all Shishu loan accounts under Pradhan

Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) to eligible borrowers.

1. Interest subvention would be payable for the months in which the accounts are not in NPA category including for

months that the account becomes a performing asset again, after turning NPA.

2. Estimated cost would be approximately 1542 crores.

3. Under PMMY, loans for income generating activities up to Rs. 50,000 are termed as Shishu loans.

4. Scheme will be implemented through Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) and will be in

operation for 12 months.

10. General Conferences (Jun 21-30, 2020) -

1. Madhya Kshetra Vidyut Vitaran Company launched Nishtha Vidyut Mitra Scheme for women empowerment. Under this,

women Self-Help Groups at Gram Panchayat level will work as Nishtha Vidyut Mitra.

2. Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Steel Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurated a Product Application & Development

Centre (PADC) setup by Indian Oil at Paradip (Odisha). There are 4 laboratories in PADC namely Polymer Processing Lab,

Analytical Testing Lab, Chemical Analysis Lab and Characterisation Lab.

3. Tripura government launched a scheme for school students, named ‘Ektu Khelo, Ektu Padho’ –meaning ‘Play Little, Study

Little’.

4. Cannes Film Festival launched 5 days long first online edition of Marché du Film 2020 (Cannes Film Market). Marché du

Film is business arm of Cannes Film Festival. Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar inaugurated Virtual India

Pavilion at Cannes Film Market 2020.

5. India’s largest 1st Virtual Healthcare & Hygiene EXPO 2020 has been held, organised by Federation of Indian Chambers of

Commerce & Industry (FICCI).

6. World Bank has approved a loan amount of USD 500 million to Bangladesh, for improving road connectivity along Jashore-

Jhenaidah corridor that will benefit 4 western districts of Bangladesh.

1. Few days earlier, World Bank had approved a USD 1.05 billion for helping economy of Bangladesh during Pandemic.

7. Ministry of Culture announced to celebrate a 2-week long tree plantation campaign called ‘Sankalp Parva’ from 28th June to

12th July 2020. Under this, Ministry has recommended planting 5 tress - Bargad, Awla, Pepal, Ashok and Bel. These 5 trees

represent the herbal heritage of the country.

8. As per a 2016 MoU signed between Andhra Pradesh Government and Gurugram based Apollo Tyres, company has

commissioned Manufacturing plant spread over 256 acres in chittor district, built with investment of 3,800 crores.

9. Jitendra Singh (Minister of State for Development of NE Region) inaugurated BRO constructed bridges- Devika and Puneja.

Devika bridge is located at Udhampur of Jammu & Kashmir, fulfilling 70-year-old demand of locals. Puneja bridge is located

in Bhaderwah town in Doda district of Jammu & Kashmir.

10. Minister of Tribal Affairs Arjun Munda launched tribes India products on Government e-Marketplace - GeM and a new

website of TRIFED.

11. India developed an indigenous vehicle-mounted ultra-low volume (ULV) sprayer for locust control. Currently, sole supplier

of vehicle-mounted sprayers is the UK-based Micron Sprayers.
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12. Minister of Steel &Petroleum and Natural Gas Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurated “Continuous Galvanized Rebar”

Production Facility set up by Madhav Alloys in Mandi Gobindgarh (Punjab).

13. G20 Extraordinary Virtual Education Ministers’ Meeting held virtually, to address widespread disruptions caused by COVID-

19 pandemic in education sector. HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ represented India.

14. FPI Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal chaired second series of Food Processing Edition of Exclusive Investment Forum by

Invest India. First investment forum was held on 22nd June 2020.

15. PM Narendra Modi has launched a 125-day campaign that will provide employment migrant and daily wage workers in Uttar

Pradesh, called Atma Nirbhar Uttar Pradesh Rojgar Abhiyan. 5000 tool kits will be distributed under this Initiative in the

state.

16. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched a new web portal for issue of No Objection Certificate (NOC) for power projects

and Research Survey Exploration Exploitation (RSEE) activities in Indian Territorial Waters (TW) and Exclusive Economic

Zone (EEZ).

17. Actress Priyanka Chopra and filmmaker Anurag Kashyap named among 50 ambassadors at 45th edition Toronto

International Film Festival (TIFF) 2020. This year, 45th edition Toronto International Film Festival is to be held virtually.

18. Ministry of Road Transport and Highways notifified amendment to FORM 1 and FORM 1A of Central Motor Vehicles Rules

1989, enabling the Citizens with mild to medium colour blindness in obtaining Driving License.

19. Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) began exploring untapped venture of sandalwood and bamboo tree

plantation for monetization of its assets, with plantation of 500 saplings each of sandalwood and bamboo at its Nashik

training center.

20. Jammu & Kashmir Administration approved changing name of State Agriculture department to Agriculture Production &

Farmers Welfare Department.

21. Girish Chandra Murmu, lieutenant governor of UT of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) rolled out 2 customized loan schemes of

J&K Bank - J&K Bank Business Support Loan Scheme 2019-20 AND J&K Bank Business Support Loan Scheme 2019-20 for

Hotels and Guest Houses.

22. US President Donald Trump signed an executive order to protect the nation’s monuments and statues from vandalism.

11. General News / Conferences (June 11-20, 2020)

1. World Bank approved a USD 1.05 billion for helping economy of Bangladesh during Pandemic.

2. Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, Thaawarchand Gehlot inaugurated Composite Regional Centre (CRC) in

Namkum Block Office (Ranchi). CRC-Ranchi will provide rehabilitation services to persons with disabilities in Jharkhand

and adjoining areas.

3. PSU National Fertilizers Limited (NFL) signed MoU with Industrial Training Institutes (ITI) Nangal (Punjab) to train youths

in 12 trades under Dual System of Training Scheme.

4. India and Nepal signed MOU to improve infrastructure of Pashupatinath temple complex. India will extend assistance of

2.33 crores for the same.

5. Human Resource Development (MHRD) and Sports Ministry collaborated to produce a series of special films promoting 10

indigenous sports of India - Kho-kho, Gatka, Kalaripayttu, Mallakhamb, Thang-Ta, Sqay, Kabaddi, Roll Ball, Tug of War

and Shooting Ball.

6. Government organized first ever ADIP camp, to distribute free assistive aids to Divyangjans under ADIP scheme, at Firozpur

district of Punjab. ADIP scheme is implemented by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. ADIP aims to provide

Assistance to Disabled Persons for purchasing and fitting of aids.

7. India’s first virtual business-to-business trade fair kicked off, with Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH)

designing a virtual platform as an alternative marketing strategy to promote outbound shipments. This platform hosted stalls

of around 200 Indian exporters of fashion jewllery and accessories

8. Indian Railway eased procurement system by ruling that a Vendor, approved for an item by any of the Vendor Approving

Agency of Indian Railways shall be considered as Approved vendor by all Railway Units for that particular item.

9. 45th annual meeting of United States India Business Council (USIBC) will be marked with the 2020 India Ideas Summit, to

be held virtually on 21st and 22nd July.

10. Odisha become first state to receive ISO certification for hostels meant for tribal students, with launching of Mission

Suvidya, project to provide all tribal hostels of the state uniform standards of infrastructure, amenities and human

resources.

1. Also, Odisha observed Raja Parba, celebrated for three days during June.
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11. Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) launched Multi-location claim settlement facility, to replace old system of

geographical jurisdiction for claim process. It aims to improve service delivery and ensure social security for its more than 6

crore subscribers.

12. Government e-Marketplace (GeM), a Special Purpose Vehicle under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, has made it

mandatory for sellers to enter the Country of Origin while registering all new products on GeM.

1. GeM also enabled a provision for indication of percentage of local content in products.

2. Buyers can choose to buy only those products that meet minimum 50% local content criteria.

3. In case of Bids, Buyers can now reserve any bid for Class I Local suppliers (Local Content > 50%). For those Bids below INR

200 crore, only Class I and Class II Local Suppliers (Local content > 50% and > 20% respectively) are eligible to bid, with

Class I supplier getting purchase preference.

13. Government will include Compressed Bio-Gas under Priority Sector Lending, to provide ease in financing of CBG Plants.

1. 'SATAT' (Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation) scheme on CBG was launched on 01-102018, which

envisages targeting production of 15 MMT of CBG from 5000 plants by 2023. 

14. HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched initiative YUKTI 2.0, to help systematically assimilate technologies having

commercial potential and information related to incubated startups in our higher education institutions.

1. Earlier, YUKTI (Young India combating COVID with Knowledge, Technology and Innovation) web portal was launched in

April, 2020.

2. The portal intends to cover the different dimensions of COVID-19 challenges in a very holistic and comprehensive way.

15. Haryana Govt signed agreement with Reliance Jio, to provide education to school children in rural areas of state, amid COVID-19

Pandemic.

1. 4 channels of EDUSAT will be available free of cost on the live television streaming application of Jio- JioTV. It will benefit

52 lakh students in state.

16. Jharkhand government will become second state after Kerala, to launch a job guarantee scheme that will be on the lines of

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA). It will focus on providing 100-day work for unskilled

workers in urban areas, named Mukhyamantri SHRAMIK (Shahri Rozgar Manjuri For Kamgar).

17. Joint Venture PSU Talcher Fertilisers Limited (TFL) is being set up at Talcher (Odisha) with 12.7 Lakh MT per annum capacity.

It is a Joint Venture Company (JVC) promoted by GAIL, CIL, RCF and FCIL.

1. It will be first of its kind in India to employ coal gasification technology for production of urea. The estimated cost of the

project is around INR 13,270 crore. It will reduce India’s dependency on imported urea.

18. Karnataka government made amendments to The Karnataka Industries (Facilitation) Act, 2002, aimed at creating investor-

friendly environment.

1. For first 3 years, small and medium industries can begin manufacturing without having to wait for statutory clearances.

2. Gujarat and Rajasthan are the other states that have amended their Industries Act, but in both these states, the amendment

was made only for small industries.

19. Maharashtra Government introduced “Maha Parwana” plan to attract fresh investment in industries.

1. Companies with investment proposals for over 50 crores will get relaxation on getting clearances from multiple departments

with assurance letters (Maha Parwana).

2. Industries enrolled under Maha Parwana will get 25 odd statutory permissions and clearances from the other state

departments within 30 days.

20. Maharashtra government declared 29.53 square kilometre (sq km) area, comprising 10 villages in Dodamarg taluka, Sindhudurg

district, as the Tillari Conservation Reserve

1. This is first notified conservation reserve along the Konkan coast and the seventh in the state.

21. Minister for Health and Family Welfare Harsh Vardhan released annual TB Report 2020 -

1. Around 24.04 Lakh TB patients notified in 2019, 14% increase from last year. Private sector notifications increased by 35%

with 6.78 lakh TB patients notified.

2. Expansion of treatment services resulted in 12% improvement in success rate, 81% in 2019 as compared to 69% in 2018.

3. NIKSHAY Module expanded provision of four Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT) schemes of the programme – Nikshay Poshan

Yojana (NPY) to TB patients.

4. In larger states, Gujarat named best-performing state followed by Andhra Pradesh and Himanchal Pradesh at 2nd and 3rd

place. In smaller states, both Nagaland and Tripura were named best performers.
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5. India aims to achieve SDG goal of eliminating TB in the country by 2025, five years ahead of Global Target of 2030.

Programme has been renamed from Revised National Tuberculosis Control Program (RNTCP) to National Tuberculosis

Elimination Program (NTEP)’.

22. Minister of Health & Family Welfare Harsh Vardhan launched eBloodServices mobile App, developed by E-Raktkosh team of

Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC), under aegis of Indian Red Cross Society.

1. Through this App, four units of blood can be requisitioned at a time and the blood bank will wait for as long as 12 hours for

the person to collect it. This app makes it easy for those in need to request for Blood units at IRCS NHQ.

23. Ministry of Information Technology blocked 59 foreign apps (prominently chinese), invoking it’s power under section 69A of the

Information Technology Act, in view of the emergent nature of threats to sovereignty and integrity of India.

24. Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) in partnership with IBM has unveiled Free Digital Learning

Platform ‘Skills Build Reignite’ to reach more job seekers and provide new resources to business owners in India.

1. Directorate General of Training also announced a 10-week duration Skills Build Innovation Camp for students, providing

hands on project experience, enhanced learning and increased employability.

25. NITI Aayog (in partnership with several agancies Including Bill andMelinda Gates Foundation, Ashoka University), launched a

behaviour change campaign called ‘Navigating the New Normal’, along with website http://www.covidthenewnormal.com/

1. It contains resources informed by behavioural science and the use of nudge and social norms theory, related to Covid-safe

behavioural norms during the ongoing Unlock phase, and the second is a media campaign focused on the wearing of masks.

26. NITI Aayog and International Transport Forum (ITF) of OECD jointly launched ‘Decarbonizing Transport in Emerging

Economies’ (DTEE) project in India.

1. The ambitious five-year project will help India develop a pathway towards a low-carbon transport system through the

development of modelling tools and policy scenarios.

2. DTEE project would help India translate its climate ambitions into actions. The modelling tool and assessment framework

would provide a targeted analytical assistance to identify these climate actions and help us draw policies rooted in data

analysis and advanced modelling.

3. Transport sector is third most greenhouse gas (GHG) emitting sector, with 13 % of India's CO2 emissions from it. These

emissions have more than tripled since 1990. India’s transport CO2 emissions are likely to increase by almost 6% annually to

2030.

4. DTEE project will design a tailor-made transport emissions assessment framework for India. It will provide the government

with a detailed understanding of current and future transport activity and the related CO2 emissions as a basis for their

decision-making.

27. PSU Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED), which works for promotion of tribal commerce

worth 2 lakh crores per annum, has laid out a digital transformation strategy for further Growth.

1. It includes a website (https://trifed.tribal.gov.in/), setting up of an e-Market Place for Tribal Artisans to trade and directly

market their produces, digitisation of all information related to the forest dwellers engaged in its VanDhan Yojana, village

haats and warehouses to which they are linked.

28. Rajasthan Govt signed tripartite agreement with Power Grid Corporation of India(POWERGRID) and the Educational

Consultants India Limited(EdCIL) to set up smart classrooms in 100 schools.

29. Rajasthan Govt. launched Indira Rasoi Yojana, To provide pure and nutritious food to economically weaker sections of society.

1. Food will be available at a concessional rate twice a day, with annual expenditure of 100 crores.

2. Earlier related scheme of Rajasthan government-‘Annapurna Rasoi Yojana’ has expired. It was launched in December 2016

by then CM Vasundhra Raju. It provided lunch and breakfast for Rs 8 and Rs 5 respectively.

30. Telangana CM K Chandrashekhar Rao Launched sixth phase of Haritha Haram Programme, By planting a sapling of a Black

Plum at Medak districts Narsapur forest. He also inaugurated a 636 acre Urban Forest Park at Narsapur.

1. Under 6th phase, target is to plant 30 crore saplings across state.

2. It was launched on 3rd July 2015, aiming to increase forest cover in state to 33 % from 24 % in 2015, by plating 230 crore

saplings across state.

31. Tripura Govt announced to launch scheme named Mukhyamantri Matru Pushti Uphaar, under which nutrition Kits will

be provided to pregnant and lactating women, along with Central Government’s Pradhan Mantri Matru Bandana Yojana also

staying applicable in state.

1. A pregnant woman will be eligible for 4 such Nutrition Kits, containing food and grocery items. Each Nutrition Kit would

cost Rs 500 to State Government.



8/3/2020 Current Affairs - December 1 - 10, 2017

file:///C:/Users/oaxis/Desktop/jun_21_30.html 20/23

Top

Persons

1. Obituaries (June 2020) -

1. Jayantilal Nanoma - Former International Archer turned coach.

2. Noted Deaths Linked to COVID-19 -

1. P Namgyal - Former Union Minister and Congress MP from Ladakh.

2. Anil Suri - Noted Bollywood producer.

3. Riaz Sheikh - Noted Former Pakistani first class cricketer.

4. Hamza Koya - Former Indian Footballer (Santosh Trophy player).

5. J Anbazhagan - Tamil Nadu MLA.

3. Bobby Joe Morrow - Noted American sprinter, who won three athletics gold medals at 1956 Melbourne Olympic Games.

4. Ved Marwah - Former Police Commissioner of Delhi and former Governor of Manipur, Mizoram and Jharkhand.

5. Basu Chatterjee - Noted Hindi and Bengali film director and screenwriter.

6. Rupert Hine - Noted British Producer and songwriter.

7. Wes Unseld - Noted American basketball player.

8. Anwar Sagar - Noted lyricist.

9. Pritam Singh - Noted management guru and Padma Shri awardee.

10. Chiranjeevi Sarja - Noted Kannada actor.

11. Kurt Thomas - Noted American Olympic gymnast. He was first American male gymnast to win a gold medal at the World

Artistic Gymnastics Championships, doing so in 1978.

12. Anand Mohan Zutshi ‘Gulzar’ Dehlvi - Noted Padmashree awardee Urdu poet.

13. Tony Dunne - Irish footballer.

14. Arjun Charan Sethi - Former Union Water Resources minister.

15. Sushant Singh Rajput - Noted Bollywood Actor, committed suicide.

16. Vasant Raiji - India’s oldest First Class cricketer, passed away at the age of 100.

17. Heera Singh Rana - Noted Uttarakhand folk singer.

18. Madhavrao Patil - Former Lok Sabha MP from Maharashtra and founder of Janalaxmi Cooperative Bank.

19. Matt Poore - Former New Zealand cricketer.

20. Dinu Randive - Freedom fighter & veteran journalist.

21. Lt Gen Raj Mohan Vohra - Maha Vir Chakra Awardee.

22. B.P.R. Vithal - Noted economist and member of 10th Finance Commission.

23. KR Sachidanandan -Malayalam film director.

24. A.L. Raghavan - Playback singer.

25. Vidyaben Shah - Noted Padma Shri awardee Social Worker. She established India’s 1st Bal Bhavan in Rajkot in 1940s.

26. Rajinder Goel - Former cricketer.

27. Joel Schumacher - Noted Hollywood Director.

28. Vishwa Bandhu Gupta - Former member of parliament (MP) and veteran Journalist.

29. Pournima Zanane - Former Indian Female shooter.

30. K Raghunath - Noted basketball player from Karnataka.

Top

Science

1. A National Centre of Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) Research found a dramatic decline in Arctic sea ice due to global

warming, leading to localized increase in evaporation, air humidity, cloud cover, and rainfall.

1. NCPOR noted that largest decline in Arctic sea ice in the past 41 years happened in July 2019. In last 40 years (1979-2018),

sea ice has been declining at a rate of ‘-4.7%’ per decade, while its rate was found to be ‘-13%’ in July 2019.

2. If this continues, there would be no ice left in the Arctic sea by 2050, which would be dangerous for humanity.

3. Worrying element is that volume of ice formation during winters is unable to keep pace with volume of ice loss during

summers.
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2. A study of a microscopic ancient marine algae (Coccolithophores) led by National Centre for Polar and Ocean

Research (NCPOR) has found that there is a decrease in concentration of oceanic calcium carbonate (CaCO3) in Southern Indian

ocean.

1. It is attributed to increase in concentration of another single-celled algae known as diatoms. This will affect growth and

skeleton structure of coccolithophores, with potential significance for world ocean ecosystem.

2. Coccolithophores are single-celled algae living in the upper layers of the world's oceans, playing key role in marine

ecosystems and global carbon cycle.

3. Coccolithophores calcify marine phytoplankton that produces up to 40% of open ocean calcium carbonate and responsible

for 20% of global net marine primary productivity.

4. Coccolithophores also help remove CO2 from atmosphere and ocean by consuming it during photosynthesis.

5. Research revealed that reduction of coccolithophore diversity in early summer and late summer periods is due to an increase

in presence of diatom algae, which occurs after sea ice breakdown with climate change and ocean acidification, and increases

silicate concentration in Southern Ocean.

6. Results point to climate change as a major reason for the altered coccolithophore calcification rate.

3. A study of space weather storms over India by Indian Institute of Geomagnetism (IIG) found that the occurrence of equatorial

spread F (ESF) irregularities and GPS scintillations are significantly affected by geomagnetic storms depending upon time of onset

of geomagnetic storm. 

1. Earth's magnetic field lines are nearly horizontal over magnetic equator due to which equatorial ionosphere is a bed for a

variety of plasma instabilities to cause plasma disturbances and plasma irregularities. These irregularities pose severe

problems to communication and navigation systems.

2. Understanding thermosphere‐ionosphere-magnetosphere interactions that control electrodynamics behind dynamical

evolution of ionospheric irregularities under disturbed periods like geomagnetic storms is important in developing

communication / navigation systems.

4. IIT-Bombay Researchers created Indian beneficiary chip “Dhruva”, which can be utilized in cell phones and route gadgets to

discover locations and route inside India. Dhruva will get signals from India’s NAVIC group of navigation satellites.

5. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) received a patent for its Liquid Cooling and Heating Garment (LCHG), a protective

garment for human spaceflight. It is a close fitting long garment that covers entire body as a single piece lightweight comfort inner

wear.

6. Institute of Microbial Technology Chandigarh (IMTECH) validated clinical utility of Foldscope in diagnosis of diseases using

various patient samples.

1. Study evaluated use of Foldscope in clinical diagnosis of oral and urinary tract infections and evaluated its efficacy as a

motivational tool for improving oral health among school children in India.

2. Study identifies that Foldscope is particularly convenient to diagnose urinary tract infection (UTI) and monitor kidney stone.

Using this tool, one can easily monitor own-kidney stone status at home with a simple glass-slide, a Foldscope and a phone

in hand. Such monitoring could perhaps avoid kidney stone reaching a painful state or surgery in recurring cases.

7. International Researchers (Including researchers from Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences Nainital

(ARIES)), are observing changes in a very high energy gamma-ray emitting blazar ‘1ES 0806+524’ using seven optical telescopes.

1. A blazar is a feeding super-massive black-hole (SMBH) in heart of a distant galaxy that produces a high-energy jet viewed

face-on from Earth.

2. Study explained large flares as result of propagation of a shock in relativistic jet that accelerates electrons to high energies

followed by subsequent cooling.

8. NASA discovered youngest known magnetar (a type of neutron star) named “Swift J1818.0-1607” about 16,000 light years away

from Earth -

1. It belongs to a special class of objects called “magnetars”, estimated to be 240 years old.

2. It has a magnetic field up to 1,000 times stronger than a typical neutron star and about 100 million times stronger than the

most powerful magnets made by humans.

3. It was first discovered in March 2020 by NASA’s Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory when when a large amount of X-rays were

emitted by it.

4. European Space Agency and NASA then studied this magnetar and found that it was the youngest one.

9. National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) and Goa University (GU) synthesized gold nanoparticles (GNPs) using

psychrotolerant Antarctic bacteria  through a non-toxic, low-cost, and eco-friendly way.
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1. Through this study, NCPOR and GU have established that 20-30-nm-sized spherical-shaped GNPs could be synthesized in a

controlled environment. These GNPs can be used as a composite therapeutic agent clinical trials, especially in anti-cancer,

anti-viral, anti-diabetic, and cholesterol-lowering drugs.

2. The NCPOR-GU study revealed genotoxic effect of GNPs on a sulphate reducing bacteria (SRB). GNPs displayed enough

anti-bacterial properties by inhibiting the growth of SRB and its sulphide production by damaging genetic information of

DNA of bacterial cell.

3. Genotoxicity describes property of a chemical agent that is capable of damaging genetic information of DNA and causing

mutation of cell, which can lead to cancer.

10. RedDots team of astronomers Research led by University of Göttingen (Germany) detected a system of super-Earth planets

orbiting the nearby star Gliese 887, the brightest red dwarf star in the sky.

1. Super-Earths are planets which have mass higher than Earth but substantially below those of our local ice giants, Uranus and

Neptune.

2. Team monitored red dwarf, using HARPS spectrograph at European Southern Observatory in Chile. They used a technique

known as "Doppler wobble", which enables measuring tiny back and forth wobbles of star caused by gravitational pull of

planets.

3. Regular signals correspond to orbits of just 9.3 and 21.8 days, indicating two super-Earths - Gliese 887b and Gliese 887c -

both larger than Earth yet moving rapidly.

4. Gliese 887 is one of closest stars to the Sun at around 11 light years away.

11. Researchers at IIT Mandi developed a herbal infusion technology, as a source of income for local marginal farmers in the mid-

Himalayas.

1. Technology is ready to license industries interested in working with Enabling Women of Kamand (EWOK)- a rural incubator

at IIT Mandi.

12. Researchers from Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology Dehradun (WIHG) traced paleoclimatic history of Indus River in

Ladakh Himalaya -

1. They studied discharge during periods in which river experienced an increase in land elevation, due to deposition of

sediment) and its incision.

2. Researchers observed that aggradation in Himalayan rivers occurred in glacial-interglacial transient warm climatic

conditions (33–21 ka and 17–14 ka) when sediment budget in rivers increased just after glacial events.

3. Study shows that aggradation took place in Indus River when sediment to water ratio was higher during MIS-3 (Marine

isotope stages (MIS), marine oxygen-isotope stages, are alternating warm and cool periods in Earth's paleoclimate.

13. Russian Company S.P. Korolev Rocket and Space Corporation Energia (RSC Energia) will take first tourist for a spacewalk in

2023, RSC Energia signed a deal with US Based Space Adventures.

1. RSC Energia is a part of the Roscosmos (Russia’s space agency).

2. As per the deal, two tourists will be sent to the International Space Station (ISS) in 2023.

3. In 2001, Dennis Tito (US businessman) became the World’s First Private Space Explorer (first paying space tourist in the

world).

14. Scientists at Institute of Nano Science & Technology (INST) developed a nanotechnology-based industry-friendly and low-cost

method for production of antiepileptic drug ‘Rufinamide’.

1. Researchers developed a new recyclable copper-oxide catalyst, which plays a crucial role in the key reaction for producing

Rufinamide drug.

2. Existing technology has an inherent selectivity issue, which often leads to unwanted non-drug isomer. This necessitates use

of organic solvent, high temperature, and need to purify and separate soluble catalyst, leading to high production costs.

3. In new method, unlike traditional CuSO4 catalyst, newly designed catalyst comprising of very small-sized (3-5 nm) CuI and

CuII is so reactive that reaction can be conducted efficiently under aqueous condition and at room temperature.

4. The developed catalyst is also useful for other organic transformation reactions. It can also be commercialized for academic

use.

15. Scientists from Institute of Nano Science & Technology Mohali (INST) synthesized a novel inorganic-organic hybrid compound

that can inhibit breast, lung, and liver cancer cells, opening up new possibilities for metallodrugs.

1. The solid compound based on phosphomolybdate cluster, an inorganic salt of phosphomolybdic acid, belongs to the

Polyoxometalates (POMs) family, which had earlier been identified to have antitumor potential.
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Sports

1. FIFA Annouced Australia and New Zealand as hosts for 2023 FIFA Women’s Football World Cup.

2. Following Manchester City’s defeat to Chelsea, Liverpool won 2019-20 English Premier League Football season with 7 games still

left in season.

1. This is first time that Liverpool has won the English Premier League title.

3. Indian umpire Nitin Menon has been inducted into International Cricket Council’s Elite Panel of Umpires for 2020-21 season,

replacing England’s umpire Nigel Llong.

4. Misc. Sports Events (June 2020) -

1. Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijju inaugurated India Community Coach Development Programme, as a 25-day

long programme for community coaches and PE teachers all over country.

1. He also launched Khelo India e-Pathshala programme, as India's first National-level open online coaching and

education programme for grassroot level athletes across India.

2. Hockey India recommended Women Team Captain Rani Rampal for Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award. Vandana Kataria,

Monika and Harmanpreet Singh were recommended for Arjuna Award.

1. Also, Boxing Federation of India (BFI) nominated Amit Panghal and Vikas Krishan for Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna

Award.

2. Earlier, BCCI had Nominated Rohit Sharma for Rajiv Gandi Khel Ratna Award.

3. Also, All India Football Federation (AIFF) recommended former skipper IM Vijayan for Padma Shri Award.

4. Also, Badminton Association of India (BAI) recommended Kidambi Srikanth for Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, after

he gave his apology to federation for his misconduct during Asian Championship earlier in 2020.

3. Commonwealth Games gold-medallist Indian weightlifter K Sanjita Chanu has been cleared of doping charge by the

International Weightlifting Federation due to “non-conformities” in handling of her sample.

4. International Association of Athletics Federations's Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) banned Indian runner Gomathi

Marimuthu for 4-years after she tested positive for banned substances.

5. Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) banned Former European high jump champion Alexander Shustov (Russia) for 4-years

for doping.

6. Shakhriyar Mamedyarov of Azerbaijan has won World Stars Sharjah Online International Chess Championship. Indian

Grandmaster Pentala Harikrishna finished second.

7. International Tennis Federation Named India’s Niki Poonacha as a player member to ITF World Tennis Tour Player Men’s

panels.

8. World Karate Federation (WKF) provisionally de-recognised Karate Association of India(KAI), for infighting and violating

WKF statutes during its 2019 elections.

9. Indian Weightlifting Federation (IWLF) informed that K. Sanjita Chanu will receive Arjuna Award for 2018, after the two

time Commonwealth Games Gold medalist was cleared of doping charges.

10. Rahul Dravid named greatest Indian Test batsman as per a poll by Wisden India, getting past Sachin Tendulkar by a narrow

margin.
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