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Current Affairs - June 2020
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Appointments

1. Actor Pankaj Tripathi is appointed as brand ambassador of Patna’s Khadi Mall by Government of Bihar, India’s first ever Kadhi

mall.

2. Kathy Lueders became new Associate Administrator of HEO- Human Exploration and Operations Mission Directorate, making

her the first female head of the human space flight program.

3. Turkey''s Volkan Bozkir has been elected as president of 75th UN General Assembly of United Nations, which begins in

September 2020. He will take over from Nigeria's Tijjani Muhammad-Bande.

4. U.S. Senate appointed Indian-American scientist Dr Sethuraman Panchanathan as Director of National Science

Foundation(NSF).

1. He is 2nd Indian-American to be nominated to this position, with first being Subra Suresh (October 2010 - March 2013).

5. Urjit Patel has been appointed as Chairman of National Institute of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP), an economic think tank

based in New Delhi.

6. Évariste Ndayishimiye has been appointed as President of Burundi (East Africa). He replaced Pierre Nkurunziza who died

recently.

Top

Awards

1. Hyderabad-based Deccan Development Society won Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation Award 2020, one of the most

coveted environmental awards, including grant of 40000 Euros (approx. Rs. 35 Lakhs).

2. Indian Aerospace entrepreneur Renjith Kumar has been honoured with Distinguished Service Medal by NASA.

1. He is CEO Emeritus of the Virginia based Analytical Mechanics Associates(AMA).

2. RK Chetty Pandipati was the First Indian to win this honour, in 2002.

3. Indian American soil scientist Rattan Lal won World Food Prize for mainstreaming and developing soil centric approach in

order to increase food production. Dr Lal will receive 250,000 USD of prize money.

4. Indian Musician & founder of Kalakruthi music organisation in Australia, Shobha Sekhar has been conferred Medal of the Order

of Australia, for her service to the community and the country.

5. Industrial Awards (June 2020) -

1. Indian Origin Chef Angad Singh Rana won QualityNZ Culinary Cup 2020.

2. Himachal Pradesh state Panchayati raj department won 1st prize under e-Panchayat Puraskar-2020, given by Ministry of

Panchayati Raj.

6. Nobel prize-winning Indian economist Amartya Sen won prestigious Peace Prize of the German Book Trade for this year,

which comes with a cash prize of €25,000 euros ($28,000).

7. Termed as Asian Nobel Prize, Ramon Magsaysay awards have been cancelled this year due to coronavirus pandemic, marking

third disruption in six decades for annual prize.

1. These awards are established to perpetuate former Philippine President Ramon Magsaysay's example of integrity in

governance, courageous service to the people.
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Top

Books

1. Author Shobhaa De’s new collection of stories titled Lockdown Liaisons has been released.

2. Historian Dinyar Patel’s biography of Dadabhai Naoroji - Naoroji Pioneer of Indian Nationalism, has been released.

Top

Committees

1. A Committee has been formed by Petroleum Ministry to inquire disaster at Oil India well in Assam, headed by Director General

of Hydrocarbons SCL Das.

2. Government reconstituted advisory panel on corporate insolvency resolution and liquidation process, which was constituted in

2017 and is chaired by banker Uday Kotak. Committee will advise on matter relating to corporate insolvency resolution and

liquidation.

3. Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) reconstituted a new committee for the welfare of the freedom fighters, chaired by minister of

state for home affairs G Kishan Reddy.

4. RBI constituted an internal working group headed by RBI Executive Director P K Mohanty, to review guidelines of ownership

of private sector banks. It will examine regulations to hold financial subsidiaries through non-operative financial holding

company.

Top

Days

1. June 11 is observed as Green Mizoram Day in Mizoram State.

2. June 12 - World Day against Child Labour. 2020 theme is Covid-19: Protect Children from Child Labour, now more than

ever. It was established by International Labour Organization (ILO) in 2002.

3. June 13 is observed as International Albinism Awareness Day (IAAD). 2020 Theme is Made to Shine.

4. June 14 is observed as World Blood Donor Day. 2020 Theme is Safe Blood Saves Lives.

5. June 15 is observed as UN World Elder Abuse Awarenesas Day. 2020 Theme is Lifting up Voices.

1. June 15 is also observed as Global Wind Day.

6. June 16 - International Day of Family Remittances (IDFR). 2020 Theme is Remittances are a lifeline.

7. June 17 - World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought (WDCDD), proclaimed in Jan 1995 by United Nations General

Assembly. 2020 theme is Food, Feed Fibre-The links between consumption and land.

8. June 19 is observed as World Sickle Cell Day, to raise public awareness about sickle cell disease and its treatment methods. It was

proclaimed by United Nations General Assembly in 2008.

1. Sickle Cell Disease is a commonly occurring genetic disease. It is an inherited genetic abnormality of hemoglobin (oxygen-

carrying protein found in red blood cells) due to which red blood cells (RBCs) causes stuck in small blood vessels and are

unable to carry adequate amount of oxygen throughout body.

2. June 19 is also observed as International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict.

3. June 19 is also observed as National Reading Day, to honour father of Library Movement in Kerala, P.N. Panicker whose

death anniversary falls on June 19.

9. June 20 - UN World Refugee Day, Proclaimed by United Nations General Assembly in Dec 2000. 2020 Theme is Every Action

Counts.

10. Observations on June 18 -

1. Great June Uprising Day, in Manipur. It pays tribute to 18 persons who lost their lives in June 2001 to protect the territorial

integrity of Manipur.

2.  Sustainable Gastronomy Day, proclaimed in December 2016 by United Nations General Assembly.

3. Autistic Pride Day.

Top

Defence
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1. Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) Complex inaugurated at Eastern Naval Command (ENC) in Visakhapatnam (Andhra

Pradesh), designed to accommodate the newly inducted submarine rescue system and store the DSRV assets in rescue-ready state.

2. Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) delivered ICGS Kanaklata Barua, the fifth and last boat in series of Fast

Patrol Vessels (FPV) for Indian Coast Guard.

3. Swedish think-tank SIPRI launched Yearbook 2020 -

1. India and China have increased their nuclear arsenal as compared to 2019. India has 150 nuclear war heads, while China has

290 and Pakistan around 150 - 160.

2. 9 major nuclear armed states of the world include US, UK, Russia, France, India, Pakistan, China, North Korea and Israel.

These countries together possessed 13,400 nuclear weapons in the beginning of 2020. Of these 3,720 nuclear weapons are

currently deployed and 1,800 are kept in high operational alert.

4. Violent clash broke out between Indian and Chinese soldiers in Galwan Valley of Ladakh region, with 20 Indian and Over 50

Chinese soldiers Martyred.

1. Stand off between India and China increased as India is building a strategic road through the Galwan valley that is close to

China.

2. The road connects the region to an airstrip. This improves military access of India to the region.

3. Also, Indo-Tibetan Border Police launced twin commands in Guwahati and Chandigarh to supervise its deployment of troops

along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

Top

Economy

1. American Investor Intel Capital Invested 1,894.50 crores in Reliance JIO Platforms, for 0.39 % stake.

1. This is 11th Stake Deal in Reliance Jio Since April 2020. Earlier Deals -

1. American Investor L Catterton Invested 1,894.50 crores in Reliance JIO Platforms, for 0.39 % stake.

2. American investment firm TPG invested 4547 croreS in Jio Platforms for a 0.93 percent stake.

3. UAE Based Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) acquired 1.16% stake in Reliance Jio platforms, through

investment of 5,683.50 crores.

4. Abu Dhabi (UAE) Based MubadalaInvested 9093 Crores INR in Reliance Jio Platforms, for 1.85 % Stake.

5. US Based Silver Lake Invested 5656 Crores INR in Jio Platforms, for 1.15 % Stake.

6. US Firm KKR  invested Approx 11367 crores in Reliance Jio Platforms, for a 2.32% stake.

7. US Investor General Atlantic invested Approx 6600 crores in Reliance Jio Platforms, for a 1.34% stake. 

8. US Based Vista Equity Partners invested 11367 crores into Reliance Jio Platforms for a 2.32 % stake.

9. US Based Silver Lake partners  bought 1.15% stake in Reliance Industries subsidiary Jio Platforms, for Rs 5,656 crores

($750 million).

10. Social Network Facebook invested INR 43574 crores in Jio Platforms, for 9.99% stake. It was Largest FDI in India's

Tech Industry.

2. Under concerned 11 deals, Jio has divested total 32.99 % Stake to 11 Firms, since April 2020.

2. American Investor L Catterton Invested 1,894.50 crores in Reliance JIO Platforms, for 0.39 % stake.

1. This is 10th Stake Deal in Reliance Jio Since April 2020. Earlier Deals -

1. American investment firm TPG invested 4547 croreS in Jio Platforms for a 0.93 percent stake.

2. UAE Based Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) acquired 1.16% stake in Reliance Jio platforms, through

investment of 5,683.50 crores.

3. Abu Dhabi (UAE) Based MubadalaInvested 9093 Crores INR in Reliance Jio Platforms, for 1.85 % Stake.

4. US Based Silver Lake Invested 5656 Crores INR in Jio Platforms, for 1.15 % Stake.

5. US Firm KKR  invested Approx 11367 crores in Reliance Jio Platforms, for a 2.32% stake.

6. US Investor General Atlantic invested Approx 6600 crores in Reliance Jio Platforms, for a 1.34% stake. 

7. US Based Vista Equity Partners invested 11367 crores into Reliance Jio Platforms for a 2.32 % stake.

8. US Based Silver Lake partners  bought 1.15% stake in Reliance Industries subsidiary Jio Platforms, for Rs 5,656 crores

($750 million).

9. Social Network Facebook invested INR 43574 crores in Jio Platforms, for 9.99% stake. It was Largest FDI in India's

Tech Industry.

2. Under concerned 10 deals, Jio has divested total 32.6 % Stake to 10 Firms, since April 2020.
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3. American investment firm TPG will invest 4547 croreS in Jio Platforms for a 0.93 percent stake.

1. This is 9th Stake Deal in Reliance Jio Since April 2020. Earlier Deals -

1. UAE Based Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) acquired 1.16% stake in Reliance Jio platforms, through

investment of 5,683.50 crores.

2. Abu Dhabi (UAE) Based MubadalaInvested 9093 Crores INR in Reliance Jio Platforms, for 1.85 % Stake.

3. US Based Silver Lake Invested 5656 Crores INR in Jio Platforms, for 1.15 % Stake.

4. US Firm KKR  invested Approx 11367 crores in Reliance Jio Platforms, for a 2.32% stake.

5. US Investor General Atlantic invested Approx 6600 crores in Reliance Jio Platforms, for a 1.34% stake. 

6. US Based Vista Equity Partners invested 11367 crores into Reliance Jio Platforms for a 2.32 % stake.

7. US Based Silver Lake partners  bought 1.15% stake in Reliance Industries subsidiary Jio Platforms, for Rs 5,656 crores

($750 million).

8. Social Network Facebook invested INR 43574 crores in Jio Platforms, for 9.99% stake. It was Largest FDI in India's

Tech Industry.

2. Under concerned 9 deals, Jio has divested total 32.21 % Stake to 9 Firms, since April 2020.

4. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) approved 750 million USD loan to India, to be help government strengthen its

battle against the adverse impact of Covid-19 on poor and vulnerable households.

1. Total AIIB loans to India amount to 3.6 billion USD.

5. Bharti Airtel subsidiary Bharti International (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. acquired additional 6.3% stake in Robi Axiata Limited,

Bangladesh from Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corporation (NTT)'s Do Communications over Mobile network (Docomo) Inc.

It will raise BISPL’s stake in Robi Axiata to 31.3% from 25%.

6. Cloud-based payment solutions provider Empays Payment Systems India partnered with Mastercard to launch contactless ATM

solution in India, amid COVID-19 pandemic.

7. Fitch Ratings revised downward its rating outlook for India to negative from stable while retaining its sovereign rating at the

lowest investment grade of 'BBB-', citing increasing risk to the country’s growth and debt outlook. Curently, Fitch and Moody’s

have negative outlook while S&P Global Ratings has stable outlook.

8. For Financial Year (FY) 2020-21, highest ever grants in a single year, were allocated to Rural Local Bodies, as recommended by

Fifteenth Finance Commission. It amounted to 60750 Crores INR.

1. First installment of Rs 15187.50 crore has been released to 2.63 lakh RLBs, with second to be released soon.

9. Government allocated 4000 crores to State Governments under under ‘Per Drop More Crop’ component of Pradhan Mantri

Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY- PDMC) for 2020-21.

1. PMKSY-PDMC envisages to enhance water use efficiency at farm level with the application of Micro Irrigation technologies.

2. To expand Micro Irrigation, a Micro Irrigation Fund corpus of Rs 5000 crore has also been created with National Bank for

Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD).

10. MOU signed between Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs and Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI), to engage

SIDBI as the Implementation Agency for PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) - a Special Micro-Credit Facility

for Street Vendors.

1. SIDBI will also manage the credit guarantee to lending institutions through Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and

Small Enterprises (CGTMSE).

11. Point of Sale solution provider in India, ePaisa entered into a partnership with First Alliance Bank Ltd in Zambia (Africa), to

provide mobile point of sale (mPOS) solution to small and medium enterprises and other businesses.

12. RBI barred Kanpur-based People's Co-operative Bank from granting fresh loans and accepting deposits for 6 months, due to its

weak financial position.

13. RBI extended regulatory restrictions imposed on multi-state urban Cooperative Bank, Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative

Bank Limited (PMC Bank) by another 6 months.

1. However, customers were provided relief in terms of withdrawal limit set by RBI earlier. It is enhanced from 50000 to

100000.

14. RBI has proposed to set upper age limit of Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) and whole time directors (WTDs) belonging to the

promoter group of banks to 70 years and maximum tenure of 10 years, to improve administration in banking sector.

15. RBI made changes to monitoring structure of Financial Markets Infrastructure (FMI) and Retail Payment Systems (RPSs), to

ensure security and stability of payment structure.
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1. RBI will monitor existing and planned systems, financial market infrastructure and retail payment systems through

assessment.

2. The new framework treats NPCI (National Payments Corporation of India ) and National Electronic Fund Transfer (NEFT)

as FMIs as well means NPCI will now have to reveal self-assessment of compliance on an annual basis and distribute data of

systems operated by it.

3. Systematically important FMIs till now only included Real Time Gross Settlement (RTGS), Securities Settlement Systems

(SSSs), Clearing Corporation of India Ltd. (CCIL) and Negotiated Dealing System (NDS).

4. NPCI is also designated as a “system wide important payment system (SWIPS).

5. New framework also includes Retail payment systemVisa and Mastercard under increased regulatory supervision of RBI.

16. RBI released draft framework for Sale of Loan Exposures and Securitization of Standard Assets, applicable to Scheduled

Commercial Banks.

1. Guidelines have included recommendations of Committee on Development of Housing Finance Securitization Market, that

was chaired by Dr Harsh Vardhan and recommendations by Task Force set up on Development of Secondary Market for

Corporate Loans, headed by T N Manoharan.

2. Guidelines proposed Two Capital Measurement approach. This includes Securitisation External Ratings based approach and

Securitisation Standardised Approach.

17. Rating agency S&P kept India’s sovereign rating at BBB-, along with stable outlook.

1. S&P also Predicted India's GDP Growth to be -5% in FY 21 (2020-21) (5 % Contraction), due to COVID-19 Situation.

18. Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) became First Indian Company to be valued at USD 150 billion (11 lakh Crores), following a

stocks rise.

1. Company announced that it become net debt-free well ahead of its target of March 2021, which was 161035 crores.

2. Reliance raised over 168,818 crores - 53,124 crores through existing shareholders of company and 115694 crores raised

through 11 deals of stake sale in RIL’s subsidiary Jio Platforms.

19. Saudi Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund PIF will invest Rs 11,367 crore for 2.32 percent of Jio Platforms.

1. This is 12th Stake Deal in Reliance Jio Since April 2020. Earlier Deals -

1. American Investor Intel Capital Invested 1,894.50 crores in Reliance JIO Platforms, for 0.39 % stake.

2. American Investor L Catterton Invested 1,894.50 crores in Reliance JIO Platforms, for 0.39 % stake.

3. American investment firm TPG invested 4547 croreS in Jio Platforms for a 0.93 percent stake.

4. UAE Based Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) acquired 1.16% stake in Reliance Jio platforms, through

investment of 5,683.50 crores.

5. Abu Dhabi (UAE) Based Mubadala Invested 9093 Crores INR in Reliance Jio Platforms, for 1.85 % Stake.

6. US Based Silver Lake Invested 5656 Crores INR in Jio Platforms, for 1.15 % Stake.

7. US Firm KKR  invested Approx 11367 crores in Reliance Jio Platforms, for a 2.32% stake.

8. US Investor General Atlantic invested Approx 6600 crores in Reliance Jio Platforms, for a 1.34% stake. 

9. US Based Vista Equity Partners invested 11367 crores into Reliance Jio Platforms for a 2.32 % stake.

10. US Based Silver Lake partners  bought 1.15% stake in Reliance Industries subsidiary Jio Platforms, for Rs 5,656 crores

($750 million).

11. Social Network Facebook invested INR 43574 crores in Jio Platforms, for 9.99% stake. It was Largest FDI in India's

Tech Industry.

2. Under concerned 12 deals, Jio has divested total 35.31 % Stake to 12 Firms, since April 2020.

20. World Bank Approved INR 1950 crores loans to West Bengal Government for tackling COVID situation and developmental work.

Top

International

1. 2 Indian Tech Firms are named in World Economic Forum (WEF)'s 2020 list of Technology Pioneers.

1. Indian firms are ZestMoney and Stellapps.

2. ZestMoney is an Indian Artificial intelligence-based digital lending platform which disburses affordable credit to millions.

3. Stellapps is India’s data-led, internet of things-based startup platform which is enagaged in digitization of the dairy supply

chain.

2. According to Mercer’s 2020 Cost of Living Survey -
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1. Mumbai is India's costliest, Globally 60th and 19th most expensive city in Asia. Other Indian cities - New Delhi (101st),

Chennai (143rd), Bengaluru (171) and Kolkata (185).

2. Global Top 5 -

1. Hong Kong

2. Ashgabat (Turkmenistan)

3. Tokyo (Japan)

4. Zurich (Switzerland)

5. Singapore

3. After securing 184 out of 192 votes, India became a non-permanent member of United Nations Security Council (UNSC) for 2

years, begining 1st January 2021.

1. Apart from India, Norway, Kenya, Ireland, and Mexico were also elected for a period of 2 years as non-permanent members.

2. India will have presidency of the UN Security Council in the month of August 2021 and again for a month in 2022.

3. UN SC has 15 member states of which 5 are permanent members (United States, France, China, Russia, and the United

Kingdom).

4. As per Global Trade Update 2020 by United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) -

1. Value of international trade in goods fell by 5% in first quarter (Q1) of 2020 and expected to plunge further by 27% in

ongoing second quarter (Q2) due to COVID-19. There will be 20% annual decline in 2020.

2. Trade in industries such as automotive (-50%) and energy (-40%) witnessed sharp contraction in April 2020, while global

trade in agri-food sector has been least volatile (grew by about 2%) in Q1 of 2020.

5. As per Brazil's National Institute of Space Research (INPE), increase in deforestation of Amazon forests has been the highest in

2019 as compared to last 5 years. Deforestation increased by 91 square kilo metre in 2019 as compared to 2018.

1. Deforestation increased after President Jair Bolsonaro took office in 2019, who suggests mining and farming in protected

areas of Amazon forest were only ways to lift region out of poverty. His environmental policies have been widely condemned

globally.

6. As per a Ministry of Earth Science report, Assessment of Climate Change over Indian Region -

1. Average temperature across India could increase up to 4.4 degree Celsius by the end of 2100. Thiis Worst case scenario is

defined by Representative Concentration Pathway (RCP) 8.5 that calculates a radiative forcing of 8.5 watt per square metre

due to rising green house gas (GHG) emissions.

1. Radiative forcing or climate forcing is the difference between sunlight energy absorbed by the Earth and energy that it

radiates back into space.

2. Under an intermediate scenario of RCP 4.5, the country’s average temperature could rise by up to 2.4°C.

3. Rise in temperatures in Hindu Kush-Himalayan region may reach 5.2°C.

4. Global average temperature in the last century has gone up by 1.1°C.

5. Even if Nationally Determined Contributions declared by countries under the 2015 Paris Agreement are met, the global

average temperature could rise by around 3°C, which could be disastrous.

6. Report predicts that monsoon rainfall could change by an average of 14 % by 2100 that could go as high as 22.5 %. Rainfall

during monsoon season has decreased by 6 % between 1950 and 2015.

7. Astronaut and Oceanographer Kathy Sullivan reached deepest point in ocean, Challenger Deep. With this she has become the

first woman to reach the deepest point in the earth.

1. She is first person in world to walk in space and also reach the deepest point on the earth.

2. Challenger Deep is deepest point in Earth’s sea bed, at depth of 10,902 metres. It is named after the British Royal Navy

survey Ship HMS Challenger that recorded its depth for the first time.

3. Also, China's unmanned submersible Haidou-1 dived to a depth of 10907 metres at world's deepest ocean point, setting a

new record for country during which samples from the deep sea and high-definition images of geological environment were

collected.

8. Exim Bank of India extended a $216-million (1,640 crore) line of credit to Malawi, aimed at improving tied with African country

amid increasing importance of geopolitics. This is the fifth credit line given on behalf of Indian government to Malawi, taking total

to $396 million.

9. Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) will provide a line of credit of USD 20.10 million (about Rs 153.27 crore) for

reconstruction of Aldo Chavarria Hospital in Nicaragua ( Central America).

10. IMD World Competitiveness Index 2020 -
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1. Top 3 - Singapore (1), Denmark (2), Switzerland (3)

2. India ranked 43rd, unchanged from last year.

11. India joined Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI or Gee-Pay), to be launched as an international and multi-

stakeholder initiative to guide responsible development and use of AI, grounded in human rights, inclusion, diversity, innovation,

and economic growth.

1. GPAI will bring together leading experts from several sectors, to collaborate to promote responsible evolution of AI.

2. India also recently launched National AI Strategy and National AI Portal and have also started leveraging AI across various

sectors such as education, agriculture, healthcare, e-commerce, finance, telecommunications, etc.

12. International Labour Organization and UNICEF released report on Child Labour Titled COVID-19 and Child Labour: A Time of

Crisis, A Time to Act. Report predicts that 1% increase in poverty will lead to 0.7% increase in child labour.

13. Nepal's President Bidhya Devi Bhandari approved Constitution Amendment Bill that seeks to update the nation's political map

by including areas claimed by India.

1. Bill was passed earlier in the day by Nepal's upper house of the Parliament, National Assembly with unanimous support.

2. India has rejected Nepal's claim to the three Indian areas of Kalapani, Lipulekh and Limpiyadhura in Uttarakhand.

14. QS World University Rankings’ 2021 -

1. About India -

1. IIT Bombay named best-ranked Indian institute, with 172nd position Globally (Down from 152nd last year). There are

12 educational institutions from India which featured in top 1000 (Down from 23 last year).

2. Top 5 Indian Institutes -

1. IIT Bombay (172nd)

2. Indian Institute of Science (185th)

3. IIT Delhi (193rd)

4. IIT Madras (275th)

5. IIT Kharagpur (314th)

2. Global Top 5 -

1. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (USA), At top for 9th consecutive year.

2. Stanford University (USA)

3. Harvard University (USA)

4. California Institute of Technology (USA)

5. University of Oxford (UK)

3. Top 3 Asian Universities -

1. National University of Singapore (Singapore), ranked 11th.

2. Nanyang Technological University (Singapore), ranked 13th.

3. Tsinghua University (China), ranked 15th.

4. University of Hong Kong, Ranked 22nd.

5. Peking University (China), ranked 23rd.

15. Recykal, a digital technology company in the waste management space collaborated with United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) and Hindustan Coca-Cola Beverages Pvt Ltd (HCCB) for Project Prithvi, a joint initiative for developing

sustainable plastic waste management practices in the country.

1. Recykal will leverage its cloud applications, mobile applications to raise consumer awareness on segregation and recycling.

16. US released International Religious Freedom Report 2019.

1. India has raised its concerns over the report, as report alleged India with discrimination and attacks against religious

minorities.

2. Report also raised concerns over scrapping of special status of Jammu and Kashmir. It also criticized Citizenship

Amendment Act saying the act is a fast track to provide citizenship to non-Muslims from Bangladesh, Afghanistan and

Pakistan.

17. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development Released World Investment Report 2020 -

1. India is the 9th largest recipient of FDI in 2019, with FDI increased from 42 billion USD in 2018 to 51 million USD in 2019.

2. Global FDI inflows decreased by 40% in 2020 as compared to 2019 ($1.54 Trillion USD). 2020 be for first time since 2005

that global FDI falls below the $1 trillion mark.

Top
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National

1. 3rd phase of Saurashtra Narmada Avtaran Irrigation (SAUNI) scheme launched by Gujarat CM Vijay Rupani. Scheme is to fill 115

dams with Narmada water.

1. First phase was launched in 2016 by PM Modi at Aji-3 dam. 2nd phase included 541 km of pipeline works to fill 57 reservoirs

by August 2020.

2. 3rd phase includes 42 dam reservoirs that are to be filled through 457 km of pipelines and is estimated to be completed by

March 2021.

3. Sauni Yojana was launched to divert the excess over flowing flood waters of Narmada that were allocated to Saurashtra

region.

2. Andhra Pradesh CM Jagan Mohan Reddy launched Jagananna Chedodu scheme, to provide financial assistance of 10000 to

barbers, tailors and washer men.

3. Archaeological Survey of India claimed that a 500 year old temple that submerged in the waters of Mahanadi resurfaced, called

Mastaka.

1. Mahanadi river had changed its course 150 years due to flooding, and submerged Padmabati village where temple was

located.

4. As per an estimation exercise of Indian Gaur in Nilgris forest division of Tamil Nadu, approx 2000 Gaurs in the region are prone

to human-animal conflicts due to habitat loss, fragmentation.

1. Indian Gaurs are the largest and tallest in the family of wild cattle.

2. Scientists found that a rare genetic condition of leucism is observed in Indian Gaurs. Leucism causes partial loss of

pigmentation in the skin pattern of the animal. This is not good as leucism might compromise immune system of animals

and reduce their survival rates.

5. Bharatmala Pariyojana that was scheduled to be completed in 2021-22, will be completed by 2025-26, as announced by rating

agency ICRA.

1. Prevailing COVID-19 crisis could delay the asset monetization plan of National Highway Authority of India (NHAI).

2. Bharatmala Pariyojana was launched for road construction in India. It gives special importance to projects connecting far-

flung areas and rural areas. The scheme will build 4-lane highways, move 80% freight traffic, interconnect logistics parks. It

will also connect 7 north east Multi-Nodal Waterway ports.

6. Bombay High court sought report on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of Lonar lake from the National Environmental

Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) and GSI (Geographical Survey of India).

1. Lonar Lake in Maharashtra, a National Geo-Heritage monumen, is an oval shaped lake that was formed by a meteorite hit on

the earth around 50,000 years ago.

2. The colour of the lake had recently turned pink. The area around the lake is an eco-sensitive zone as it consists of the Ejecta

Blanket that is made up of the same material as that found on the moon.

3. Experts believe that the Lonar lake turned pink due to increased salinity in the water and also due to the presence of algae.

7. Government extended its flagship programme, Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (Ayushman Bharat) to migrant workers. It

will help migrant workers that have lost their jobs and livelihood due to COVID-19.

8. Government of Jammu and Kashmir launched Poultry Policy 2020, to promote establishment of poultry units.

1. UT Government announced 50 crores of subsidy per annum to establish broiler farms and its allied activities.

2. It aims to save 900 crores annually spent on importing poultry and its products outside the territory.

3. Commercial farms that hold rearing capacity of rearing more than 10,000 birds per unit are to be provided with incentive

30% of capital investment. The upper limit fixed to such incentives is Rs 50 lakhs.

9. Govt will increase coverage of Van Dhan scheme from 18,000 SHGs to 50,000 SHGs, covering 10 lakh tribal gatherers,through

Van Dhan Start-up programme. Under Van Dhan Scheme, so far 1205 Tribal enterprises have been established, to provide

employment opportunities to 3.6 lakh tribal gatherers and 18000 Self-help groups in 22 States.

10. Himachal Pradesh Govt launched Panchvati Yojana for senior citizens in rural areas. Around 100 parks are to be developed

under the scheme.

1. It aims to help senior citizens spend their leisure time in these gardens and parks.

11. Hyderabad Police and Hyderabad City Security Council launched a programme called She Triumphs through Respect, Equality,

and Empowerment (STREE), to support and empower women victims of domestic violence and abuse.
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12. Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO) signed MoU with Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) for joint

research, testing and validation of different products through ICAR institutes and Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs).

13. Maharashtra renamed its Environment Ministry as Environment and Climate Change Ministry, to help the department to play an

active role in climate change mitigation.

14. Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Steel, Dharmendra Pradhan launched Indian Gas Exchange (IGX), first nationwide

online delivery-based gas trading platform, as a delivery-based trading platform for delivery of natural Gas.

1. Incorporated as a wholly owned subsidiary of the IEX - India’s energy market platform, IGX will enable market participants

to trade in standardised gas contracts. `

2. GAIL Ltd. And Petronet LNG Ltd. joined India’s first natural gas online exchange.

15. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change issued advisory to import of Exotic Live Species.

1. Exotic Live Species are plant or animal species that move from the original range to a new one.

2. Ministry said that Exotic Live Species are to be construed to mean only under Appendices I, II and III of CITES (Convention

of International Trade in Endangered Species).

3. Species under Appendix I of CITES - no trade happens. Species under Appendix II - trade shall be allowed only with minor

permission. Appendix III - large number of birds and animals that are listed that can be traded.

16. National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) partnered with Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) to provide its training partners

access to the TCS iON Digital Glass Room, to enable NSDC in moving classroom vocational skills training to online mode for

students across country.

17. Niti Aayog formed a panel to develop a job platform for migrant labourers, to help migrant workers have lost their jobs during

lockdown.

18. PM Narendra Modi launched auction process of 41 coal blocks for commercial mining, as part of AatmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

Coal Ministry in association with FICCI launched the process for auction of these coal mines, with Theme Unleashing Coal: New

Hopes for Atmanirbhar Bharat.

1. Earlier in 2014, coal linkage was introduced to provide impetus to coal sector. India will now fully open coal and mining

sector for increased competition, capital, participation and technology.

19. PSU Coal India Limited (CIL) partnered with Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog to support proactively the flagship

mission’s innovation and entrepreneurship initiatives across country. AIM has various innovation programs and entrepreneurial

ecosystem building initiatives such as -

1. Atal Tinkering Labs ( ATL) at a school level

2. Atal Incubation Centres ( AIC) at institutional levels

3. Atal Community Innovation Centres ( ACIC) for Tier-2, Tier3 cities and rural India

4. Atal New India Challenges ( ANIC) at industry level

5. Applied Research and Innovation ( ARISE) for stimulating innovations in MSME industry.

20. Petroleum major Bharat Petroleum will set up a major new centre for its global business services (GBS) operations in Pune,

employing around 2000 people and expected to begin operations by January 2021.

21. Pralhad Joshi, Minister for Coal, Mines and Parliamentary Affairs launched SATYABHAMA (Science and Technology Yojana for

Aatmanirbhar Bharat in Mining Advancement) Portal for Science and Technology Programme Scheme of Ministry of Mines.

1. SATYABHAMA allows online submission of project proposals along with monitoring of the projects and utilization of funds /

grants. It is integrated with NGO Darpan Portal of NITI Aayog.

22. Railway Protection Force launched a Robot called Captain Arjun (Always be Responsible and Just Use to be Nice), to intensify

screening and surveillance at the railway stations under Central Railways.

23. To protect cows and prevent their slaughter, Uttar Pradesh government approved a draft ordinance titled  Cow Slaughter

Prevention (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020, by amending Uttar Pradesh cow slaughter act 1955.

1. Proposed law provides a maximum imprisonment of 10 years and a fine up to Rs 5 lakh.

2. In case of illegal transportation of cows and other bovines, the driver, operator and the owner of the vehicle shall be charged.

The Expenditure on maintenance of captured cows will be recovered from owner of vehicle for up to 1 year.

24. Uttar Pradesh (UP) Govt. launched ‘Bal Shramik Vidya Yojana’ for child labourers who are 8-18 years old -

1. It aims To educate orphans and worker’s children or child labourers & ensure their healthy life, with assistance of 1000 per

month (pm) to boys, 1200 pm to girls. If these children pass 8th, 9th and 10th, they will get 6000 per annum along with a

monthly incentive.

2. Beneficiaries will include Child laborers without parents / handicapped parents.
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25. Uttar Pradesh State Government will adopt scheme of Flatted Factory Model which will ensure easy availability of land for

industries, and in turn, generate employment also.

1. Flatted factories means multi-storeyed buildings in which multiple non-polluting units can operate will be allowed. The new

policy will allow the owner of an industrial land of at least five acres to develop one-fourth of it as flatted factory.

26. Uttar Pradesh became top state in providing employment to workers under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment

Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGA), employing 57.13 Lakh workers in 57 thousand village panchayats.

27. West Bengal government launched a job portal ‘KarmaBhumi’ for IT professionals who have returned to the state amid the

COVID-19 pandemic.

Top

Persons

1. Persons Resigned / Retired (June 2020) -

1. Former world champion Ukranian boxer Oleksandr Gvozdyk announced his retirement.

2. Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan, Mukhammedkalyi Abylgaziev resigned from his post,amid ongoing criminal investigation into

assignment of national radio frequencies.

3. Noted Wrestling legend and WWE whiz The Undertaker announced his retirement. His real name is Mark Calaway.

4. New Zealand Female Cricketer Rachel Priest announced her retirement from International Cricket.

Top

Science

1. Astronomers at Nainital Based Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences (ARIES) found that stars of varied ages

can co-exist in open clusters. This challenges earlier understanding that stars in an open cluster have the same age.

1. Scientists measured light from three poorly studied open clusters NGC 381, NGC 2360, and Berkeley 68 observed using the

1.3-m telescope at Devasthal.

2. They found two different stellar evolutionary sequences in cluster NGC 2360, which has been observed in very few open

clusters in Milky Way Galaxy until now. Clusters are found to be relatively older, having ages between 446 Million years to

1778 million years.

3. Researchers also stated that mass distributions of stars belonging to clusters have shown preferential distribution of massive

stars in inner part of clusters, while low mass stars are found towards outer region of clusters.

4. It is believed that some of the very low mass stars have in fact, left their parent clusters and may be roaming as a free star like

our own Sun. Their study lent important insight about the stellar and dynamical evolution of these clusters.

2. NASA unveiled first results of Bose-Einstein condensate experiments under which particles can be manipulated free from Earthly

constraints.

1. Bose-Einstein Condensates were predicted by Indian Mathematician Satyendra Nath Bose and Albert Einstein almost a

century ago.

2. 5th State (BEC) is a state of matter that is typically formed when a gas of bosons is cooled to temperatures close to absolute

zero. Absolute Zero is the temperature at which the entropy and enthalpy of cooled gas reach their minimum value.

3. Other 4 States of matter are solid, liquid, gas and plasma.

3. New fish species called Schizothorax sikusirumensis has been discovered in Arunachal Pradesh, with its name derived from

names of rivers where fish was found - River Sirum and River Siku.

4. Researchers discovered a new planet named KOI-456.04 & its host star called Kepler-160 by using Kepler Space Telescope,

described as “mirror image” of earth and sun.

1. Exoplanet KOI-456.04, which is less than twice the size of Earth, orbits its star located some 3,000 light-years away from us

and it takes approximately 378 days to complete one orbit.

5. Researchers from World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) claimed to have discovered fossil of a stegodon — a now-extinct elephant

species known as Proboscideans — believed to be 5 to 8 million years old from Badshahi Bagh area of Shivalik range in Saharanpur

district (Uttar Pradesh).

1. Presence of stegodons shows the existence of dense forests and lots of river channels in the area during that time.

6. Researchers stated that fossil named The Thing, which was found in 2011, on Seymour Island of Antarctica, is the second-largest

egg in terms of size (29 by 20 centimeters) that has been discovered to date.
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1. It is second largest to the Madagascan Elephant Bird (extinct) egg and also the largest soft-shelled egg on record.

2. The fossil, since its discovery in 2011, was kept at a museum in Chile and was named ‘The Thing’, as for over next 7 years

scientists kept on trying to resolve the football-sized mysterious fossil.

3. Scientists stated that the animal that had laid the egg could be up to 17 meters tall and at least 7 meters long, possibly a

Mosasaur.

7. Study by Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) that detected presence of singly ionised fluorine for the first time in the

atmospheres of hot Extreme Helium Stars, makes strong case that main formation of these objects involves a merger of a carbon-

oxygen (CO) and a Helium (He) white dwarf.

1. An extreme helium star or EHe is a low-mass supergiant that is almost devoid of hydrogen, the most common chemical

element of universe. Origin and evolution of these Hydrogen deficient objects have been shrouded in mystery.

2. Research showed fluorine abundances determined from singly ionized fluorine (F II) lines suggest a very high enrichment of

fluorine, about a factor of 100 to 10000 times higher than normal stars.

3. Fluorine plays a very crucial role in this regard to determine the actual evolutionary sequence of these hydrogen deficient

objects.

4. Detection of enhanced fluorine abundances in the atmospheres of hot EHes solves a decade-old mystery about their

formation. It firmly places hot EHes in an evolutionary sequence with cool EHes and other hydrogen-deficient stars and

zeros in on evolutionary scenario, which involves merger of two double degenerate white dwarfs (WDs).

Top

Sports

1. Asian Paralympic Committee (APC) announced that 4th edition of Asian Youth Para Games to be held in Bahrain in December

2021.

2. Sports ministry will establish Khelo India State Centre of Excellence (KISCE) under Khelo India Scheme, with 1 KISCE to be

identified in each state and UT. In first leg, ministry has identified state-owned sports facilities in eight states - Karnataka, Odisha,

Kerala, Telangana and northeast states of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland.

1. Also, Sports Ministry will establish 1000 Khelo India Centers (KIC) at the district level across country. These centers will

either be run by a past champion or have them as coaches.

Top
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