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Appointments

1. Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury (Leader of Congress party in Lok Sabha) appointed as Chairman of Public Accounts Committee (PAC).

PAC has 15 members from Lok Sabha and seven from Rajya Sabha. Term of office of members of PAC committee does not exceed 1

year at a time. Notably, Girish Bapat was appointed as chairman of estimates committee.

2. Ajay Kumar Bhalla appointed as new Union Home Secretary, succeeding Rajiv Gauba. Other Misc. ACC Appointments -

1. Secretaries (Ministeries) -

1. Subhash Chandra Garg - Secretary in Ministry of Power.

2. R. S. Shukla - Secretary in Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs.

3. Ravi Capoor - Secretary in Ministry of Textiles.

2. Secretaries (Departments) -

1. Atanu Chakraborty - Secretary in Department of Economic Affairs (Ministry of Finance).

2. Anuradha Mitra - Secretary in Department of Official Language (Ministry of Home Affairs).

3. Anshu Prakash - Secretary in Department of Telecommunications (Ministry of Communications).

4. Anil Kumar Khachi - Secretary in Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (Ministry of Finance).

5. Guruprasad Mohapatra - Secretary in Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (Ministry of

Commerce & Industry).

6. Atul Chaturvedi - Secretary in Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying (Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry

& Dairying).

7. P.O. Vaghela - Secretary in Department of Pharmaceuticals (Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers).

3. Chairperson -

1. S.P. Singh Parihar - Chairman in Central Pollution Control Board (Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate

Change).

3. BJP's BS Yeddyurappa has been appointed as chief minister of Karnataka for his 4th term. Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri elected as

Speaker of Karnataka Assembly.

1. BJP staked claim for government formation after HD Kumaraswamy's government failed to prove majority.

2. HD Kumaraswamy resigned as Karnataka CM after Congress-JD(S) coalition government lost trust vote in Karnataka floor

test. Floor test took place after 15 rebel legislators submitted their resignation to speaker of house and two independents

withdrew their support to Congress-JD(S) coalition.

4. Boris Johnson took charge as new Prime Minister of United Kingdom (UK). He replaced outgoing Prime Minister Theresa May,

who was forced to step aside after failing to deliver a Brexit deal. Newly appointed UK Cabinet has 3 Indian-origin ministers -

1. Priti Patel - UK home secretary

2. Alok Sharma - International development secretary

3. Rishi Sunak - Chief secretary to the Treasury.

5. Eastern Army Commander Manoj Mukund Naravane has been appointed as next vice-chief of Indian Army. He will succeed D

Anbu.

6. Govt. Appointed Rajiv Kumar as new Finance Secretary of India, to replace Subhash Chandra Garg, who has been sent to Power

Ministry.

https://linkingsky.com/


7. ITBP Director General S S Deswal has been given additional charge of counter-terror force National Security Guard (NSG).

8. Misc. Appointments (July 2019) -

1. Karnam Sekar is appointed as MD & CEO of Indian Overseas Bank (IOB).

2. Haryana Government appointed Keshni Anand Arora as state’s new chief secretary.

3. Govt gave additional charge of Secretary in Ministry of Textiles to Rabindra Panwar (Secretary in Ministry of Women and

Child Development).

4. Govt. appointed MTNL CMD P.K. Purwar as Chairman and Managing Director of Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd, as an

additional charge for 3 months.

5. RBI appointed AK Misra as an additional director at Jammu and Kashmir Bank.

6. B Harideesh Kumar has been appointed as director of Institute of Banking Personnel Selection, the Prime Recruitment

Agency of Govt.

7. American employment-oriented service LinkedIn appointed Ashutosh Gupta as its new Head for India Operations.

8. Dinesh Bhatia has been appointed as New Indian Ambassador to Oriental Republic of Uruguay (South America).

9. US Based IT Firm Accenture Appointed Julie Sweet as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and David Rowland as Executive

Chairman.

10. Former Indian Cricketer Kiran More appointed as interim coach of USA cricket team.

11. Chandrakant Kavlekar appointed as new Deputy Chief Minister of Goa replacing Vijai Sardesai. Pramod Sawant is chief

minister of Goa.

12. Purnendu S. Mishra appointed as new Member Traffic in Railway Board.

13. Upender Singh Rawat appointed as New Indian Ambassador to Panama (Central America).

14. Sanjeev Kumar Singla appointed as New Indian Ambassador to Israel.

15. Ajay Bhadoo has been appointed as Joint Secretary to the President.

16. India’s Kishen Mangaldas Narsi appointed as Chairman of Asian Boxing Confederation (ASBC) competitions commission.

17. India’s Vivek Kohli and M P Singh elected as chairman and secretary-general respectively of Commonwealth Table Tennis

Federation (CTTF).

18. U.S. Senate confirmed Mark Esper as US Secretary of Defence.

19. Govt. extended term of Sanjay Kothari as Secretary to the President.

20. Bandhan Bank appointed Sanjeev Naryani as its head of business.

21. Sunil Kumar has been appointed asb chairman and managing director of Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL).

22. Government re-appointed Badri Narayan Sharma as chairman of the National Anti-profiteering Authority (NAA) for another

2 years.

23. Dinesh Bhatia has been appointed as New Indian ambassador to Paraguay (South America).

24. India’s first and only Sports Gaming self-regulatory industry body, Indian Federation of Sports Gaming (IFSG) named

former Supreme Court judge A. K. Sikri, as its ombudsman and Ethics Officer.

9. Pakistan Cricket Board chairman Ehsan Mani has been appointed as head of the ICC’s influential Finance and Commercial

Affairs committee.

10. Paramjit Singh has been appointed as New Director General of Military Operations (DGMO) of Indian Army, replacing Anil

Chauhan.

11. RBI assigned deputy governor B.P. Kanungo to run the monetary policy portfolio and forecasting department, After exit of Viral

Acharya. Now, all 3 deputy governors N S Vishwanathan, B P Kanungo and M K Jain have been made responsible for 12

departments each.

Top

Awards

1. Ameican actress Meryl Streep honoured will be honored with Tribute Actor award at 2019 Toronto International Film Festival

(TIFF). She will be 1st-ever recipient of TIFF Tribute Actor Award. She is most nominated actor in Academy Award history and has

won Oscar three times.

2. American actress Hilary Swank will be conferred with the Leopard Club Award at the 2019 Locarno International Film Festival in

August 2019. It will be the 72nd edition of the film festival in Locarno, Switzerland. Hillary is a a 2 time Oscar winner.

3. India's Vidisha Baliyan won Miss Deaf World Title 2019, as first Indian to win the title, held in Mbombela (South Africa).

4. Industrial Awards (July 2019) -
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1. Hyderabad Based Quantela Inc has been awarded World Economic Forum’s (WEF) with ‘Technology Pioneers’ award 2019.

It provides a platform named “Atlantis”, that helps cities to proactively solve social and environmental problems.

2. Gurgaon based Genesis Foundation awarded as CSR Implementation Partner in leadership category for its association with

WPP India CSR Foundation for ‘Project Little Hearts’, at 3rd edition of CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) Health Impact

Awards in New Delhi.

3. Noted Indian breast surgeon and Padma Shri awardee P.Raghu Ram conferred Honorary Fellowship of the Royal College of

Surgeons (FRCS) of Thailand.

4. Indian Actor Shah Rukh Khan will be felicitated with an Honorary Degree, Doctor of Letters (honoris causa) from

Melbourne-based La Trobe University at 10th edition of Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM) at Bundoora, Australia.

5. Repco Bank Promoted NBFC Repco Micro Finance awarded for outstanding performance in terms of Self-Help Group (SHG)

linkage in Tamil Nadu for 2018-19 from National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD).

6. 3rd Edition of CSR Journal Excellence Awards honoured 6 firms for best practices in Corporate Social Responsibility, with

theme ‘India First’.

1. Tata Power - "Education & Skill Training".

2. ReNew Power - "Women Empowerment & Child Welfare".

3. YES Bank - "Health & Sanitation".

4. Mahindra & Mahindra - "Environment".

5. Hindustan Zinc - "Agriculture & Rural Development".

6. Aditya Birla Capital - "Sports".

7. New terminal of Tiruchirappalli (Tamil Nadu) International Airport shortlisted for Leading European Architecture Forum

(LEAF) awards 2019 in category of a best future building under construction project.

8. Bollywood’s Advocate Dinesh Tiwari conferred with ‘The Society Global Indian Icon Award 2019′, for his excellence in the

field of law at an event hosted in London by the Society Magazine.

5. Mohun Bagan club awards 2019 -

1. Mohun Bagan Ratan: Keshav Dutt (Hockey). He is first sportsperson from outside the football fraternity to be bestowed with

the Ratna.

2. Mohun Bagan Ratan: Prasun Banerjee (Football).

3. Best Cricketer - Rajkumar Paul.

4. Best Athlete - Tapas Dey.

5. Lifetime Achievement award - Ashok Chatterjee (Football).

6. Best Football Player for season 2018-19 - Arijit Bagui (Football).

7. Outstanding Achievement Cricket – Md. Shami.

8. Best Youth Footballer – U 19 Zee Bangla Football League Team

9. On July 29 Mohun Bagan Club celebrates 'Mohun Bagan Day'.

6. Noted Indian sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik won People’s Choice Award at 2019 Revere Beach International Sand Sculpting

Festival in Boston (US). He wowed American public with his sculpture that highlighted message of combating plastic pollution in

oceans.

7. Social entrepreneur Priya Priyadarshini Jain conferred with “Indian Women of Influence” award at House of Lords (UK).

Top

Books

1. Book Indo-Pak Relations: Beyond Pulwama and Balakot authored by U V Singh has been released.

2. Book based on former PM Chandra Shekhar, Chandra Shekhar - The Last Icon of Ideological Politics", written by Shri

Harivansh and Ravi Dutt Bajpai has been released. The book on

3. Book titled ‘New-Age Technology and Industrial Revolution 4.0’, authored by Rajya Sabha Member Narendra Jadhav has been

released by Vice President Venkaiah Naidu.

4. Book titled ”Fire and Fury Corps -Saga of Valour, Fortitude and Sacrifice” showcasing the history and achievements of the ‘Fire &

Fury Corps’ which guards Line of Control (LoC) and Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh region of Jammu and Kashmir, has

been released.

Top
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Committees

1. Government formed a high-level committee under chairmanship of Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju to strategise preparation for

2020 Tokyo Olympics and 2024 Paris Olympics. Committee will aim to provide all possible support to potential athletes for 2020

Tokyo Olympic Games.

2. Government reconstituted Group of Ministers (GoM) called the Air India Specific Alternative Mechanism (AISAM) on Air India

disinvestment. It is now is headed by Home minister Amit Shah and comprises of 3 other ministers Nirmala Sitharaman (finance),

Piyush Goyal (commerce and railway) and Hardeep Singh Puri (civil aviation).

3. Govt. Appointed VK Johri as new Director General (DG) of Border Security Force (BSF).

4. Govt. reconstituted Group of Ministers (GoM) looking after issues of how to prevent sexual harassment at workplace and

strengthen legal frameworks. GoM will be lead by Home Minister Amit Shah.

5. Nagaland government formed a four-member committee headed by Chief Secretary Temjen Toy (IAS) to compile customary

practices and usages of all tribes of Nagaland.

Top

Days

1. July 23 is observed as National broadcasting Day in India. On this day in 1927, 1st ever radio broadcast in country went on the air

from Bombay Station under a private company called Indian Broadcasting Company (IBC).

1. July 23 is also birth anniversary of Legendary Indian Freedom Fighters Chandra Shekhar Azad and Bal Gangadhar Tilak.

2. July 24 is Observed by Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) as Income Tax Day (Aayakar Diwas). On this day in 1860, Income

Tax was introduced for first time in India by James Wilson.

3. July 26 marks Kargil Vijay Diwas. On this date in 1999, India took command of high outposts which were captured by Pakistanis.

1. On this occasion, book Kargil: Untold stories from the War authored by Rachna Bisht Rawat has been released.

2. Theme of 20th anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas is Remember, Rejoice and Renew.

3. Samir Rawat, a military psychologist who was also in ‘operation Vijay’ conducted by Indian army in Kargil, has been invited

as keynote speaker at 32nd International Congress of Psychology(ICP) in Prague (Czech Republic).

4. July 28 is observed by World Health Organization as World Hepatitis Day. 2019 theme is Invest in eliminating hepatitis. Host

country for World Hepatitis Day 2019 is Pakistan. July 28 is also observed as World Nature Conservation Day.

1. DD News (Doordarshan) has been awarded “Champions of Empathy Award” for spreading awareness about hepatitis.

5. July 29 is observed as World Tiger Day. It was proclaimed in 2010 at Saint Petersburg Tiger Summit in Russia where signatories

declared an agreement that the governments of tiger populated counties would double the tiger population by 2022, termed as

TX2. On this occcasion, results of 4th cycle of All India Tiger Estimation 2018 were announced. Key points -

1. Count of tigers in India rose to 2967 in 2018. India achieved its 2022 target of doubling tiger population four years before

deadline. Count grew from 1,411 in 2006 to 2,226 in 2014 and to 2,967 in 2018.

2. In 2014, there were 692 protected areas, which increased to more than 860 in 2019. Community Reserves also grew from 43,

in 2014, to more than 100.

3. Top 5 States - Madhya Pradesh saw highest number at 526, followed by Karnataka (524), Uttarakhand (442), Maharashtra

(312) and Tamil Nadu (264).

4. States that saw Decline in Tiger Population - Chhattisgarh and Mizoram.

5. Pench sanctuary (MP) and Periyar sanctuary of Kerala emerged as best managed tiger reserves in country.

6. Dampa Reserve (Mizoram) and Rajaji reserve (Uttarakhand) with score of 42.97% and 44.53% respectively were left at

bottom of ladder.

6. July 30 is observed as UN World Day Against Trafficking in Persons. 2019 theme is Human Trafficking: Call Your Government

To Action. This day was proclaimed by UN General Assembly in 2013.

1. July 30 is also birth anniversary of Muthulakshmi Reddi, India's first female  legislator and also known as a woman of many

firsts. Tamil Nadu Government declared that every year hospitals will celebrate her birth anniversary as ‘Hospital Day.'

Google honored by creating a doodle on her 133rd birth anniversary in 2019.

Top

Defence
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1.  US approved foreign military sales worth $670 million to support India’s C-17 military transport aircraft in order to enhance

operational readiness and ability to provide Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HA/DR) assistance in Indo-Pacific

region.

2. 1st batch of Boeing AH-64E Apache Guardian Attack helicopters arrived at Indian Air Force’s (IAF’s) Hindon airbase in

Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh), consisting 4 out of 22 choppers ordered by India from US.

1. AH-64E Apache is world’s most advanced Multi-Role Combat Helicopter. Boeing has delivered over 2,200 Apaches to

customers around the world so far. India is 14th nation to select Apache.

3. CRPF unveiled India’s first prototype of a body protector for women personnel, developed jointly by CRPF and Defence Institute

of Physiology and Allied Sciences (DIPAS), weighing approx 6 kg.

4. India held its first ever space war exercise, named IndSpaceEx, to evaluate essential space and counter-space abilities.

1. IndSpaceEx has been held a few months after Mission Shakti, that made India fourth country after Russia, USA and China to

have ASAT power. ASAT (Anti Satellite Weapon) has capacity to destroy or disable space assets.

5. India signed INR 1500 crores deal to acquire R-27 air-to-air missiles from Russia for equipping Su-30MKI combat aircraft fleet

of the Indian Air Force and for boosting its capabilities in beyond visual range warfare, under 10-I projects which mandate all the 3

services (Army, Navy and Air Force) to maintain critical weapon systems and spares for a specified minimum period called as War

Wastage Reserve (WWR).

1. After Pulwama attacks in Feb 19, government had given emergency powers to 3 services to buy whatever equipment is

required by them for safeguarding borders with Pakistan. Under this, security can buy equipment of their choice within 3

months at cost of up to 300 crores per case.

6. Indian Air Force (IAF) launched 3D air-borne combat based mobile video game called ‘Indian Air Force: A cut above’, as second

such video game launched by IAF, after Guardians of the Skies’ in 2014 .

1. Indian Air Force: A cut above is aimed at making youth aware about IAF and encourage them to join armed forces.

7. Indian Naval Air Squadron (INAS) 313, the fifth Dornier aircraft squadron has been commissioned into Indian Navy. The

Squadron will be operating from Chennai International Airport. Tamil Nadu now has three naval air bases, with other 2 being INS

Rajali at Arakkonam and INS Parundu at Ramnad.

8. Indigenously produced lightweight bullet proof jacket Bhabha Kavach was launched at International Police Expo 2019 held at

Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. Bhabha Kavach is India’s Lightest Bullet Proof Jacket, Developed by Ordnance Factory Board (OFB)

and Mishra Dhatu Nigam Limited (MIDHANI).

1. It can withstand 7.62mm hard steel core or bullets fired from an AK-47 rifle, 5.56mm INSAS (INdian Small Arms System)

bullet and even recently decommissioned 7.65mm bullet of self-loading rifle (SLR). It only weighs 9.2kg.

9. Sixth ship of Class of Eight Landing Craft Utility (LCU) Mark-IV vessels - IN LCU L-56, commissioned Into Indian Navy. It is

100th warship of Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Limited (GRSE) Kolkata.

Top

Economy

1.  PNB Subsidiary PNB Housing Finance Ltd has raised $100 million from World Bank Group Member International Finance

Corporation. This is 1st ECB (external commercial borrowings) outlay made under RBI automatic route for current financial year

(FY2019-20) (out of upto $750 million ECB allowed by RBI).

1. RBI also relaxed  norms of funds raised through External Commercial Borrowings (ECB) for second time this year, to raise

cheaper Offshore funds by Corporates and Non Banking Financial Companies (NBFC). Over last 10 months many corporates

and NBFCs have faced liquidity shortage due to the collapse of Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Services (IL&FS) in

September 2018.

2. 36th GST Council Meeting held in New Delhi, under chairmanship of Finance & Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

Key Highlights

1. GST rate on all electric vehicles be reduced from 12% to 5%.

2. GST rate on charger or charging stations for Electric vehicles be reduced from 18% to 5%.

3. Hiring of electric buses (of carrying capacity of more than 12 passengers) by local authorities be exempted from GST.

3. 7th Economic Census (EC), conducted by Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) commenced from

Tripura. It is held after a gap of 5 years. As per previous Economic Census conducted in 2013, there were 58.5 million

establishments employing around 131 million workers.
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1. Implementing Agency is Common Services Centers (CSC) e-Governance Services India Limited, a Special Purpose Vehicle

(SPV) under Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeITY).

2. Fieldwork will be completed by December and results at national level will be available by March 2020.

4. Atal Pension Yojana ((APY), launched in May 2015, has reached 1.68 crore subscribers so far. It aims at creating a universal

social security system for all Indians, especially the poor, the under-privileged and the workers in the unorganised sector.

5. A Committee constituted by Reserve Bank of India (RBI) submitted its Report to the RBI, recommending limit for collateral free

lending to be increased to Rs.20 lakh for MSMEs and Self-Help Groups (SHGs). Committee has also recommended revision of

loan limit sanctioned under MUDRA to Rs.20 lakh from Rs.10 lakh.

6. According to Credit Rating Agency (ICRA), India’s Current Account Deficit (CAD) will remain steady at a range of 16-17 billion

dollars or 2.3 % of GDP (Gross Domestic Product) in first quarter, despite recent slowdown in Merchandise exports and imports.

1. CAD is expected to widen from 63 to 68 billion dollars in FY2020, from 57.2 billion dollars in FY2019, remaining steady at

2.1 % of GDP.

2. Merchandise trade deficit is expected to widen about 193 billion to 198 billion dollars in FY20 from 180 billion dollars in

FY18.

7. According to Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflow

increased during last 6 years from $36.05 billion in 2013-14 to $64.37 billion in 2018-19, registering a growth of 79%.

8. According to IDFC Institute’s Report on Reforming Urban India, Indian Cities contribute between 59% and 70% of India’s Gross

Domestic Product (GDP). They need urgent reforms in order to unlock their economic potential and transform the quality of life.

9. According to RBI, Maharashtra registered highest number of ATM frauds in FY 2018-19, followed by Delhi, Tamil Nadu, and

Karnataka (Amounting over 1 lakh).

10. Aditya Birla Idea Payments Bank (ABIPBL) will shut down its operations within 18 months of launch due to unanticipated

developments in the business landscape that have made the economic model unviable.

1. ABIPBL is a joint venture by Aditya Birla Nuvo Ltd (51% stake) and Idea Cellular (49%).

2. It is first payments bank to close down after Payment banks were approved by RBI in 2015.Payment banks are struggling due

to operational restrictions put by RBI related to operations.

11. After recent closure of Aditya Birla Idea Payments Bank, now Vodafone’s mobile phone-based banking service M-Pesa has been

shut down in India. It has been done due to regulatory curbs and stress in phone-banking sector. M-Pesa services were launched in

India in 2013.

12. As per 2nd edition of payments solution company Razorpay digital transactions quarterly report - ‘The Era of Rising Fintech’ -

1. Bengaluru is at top in list of “most digitised cities”, accounting for highest card payments. It is followed by Hyderabad,

Mumbai, Pune, and Delhi.

2. Top five digitised states - Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and New Delhi.

13. As per Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Ministry Data, average monthly income per agricultural household from all sources is

INR 6426, based on Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households conducted by National Sample Survey Office

(NSSO).

14. As per report Status of Unaccounted Income/Wealth Both Inside and Outside the Country – A Critical Analysis of Standing

Committee on Finance headed by M Veerappa Moily -

1. 3 separate studies which were conducted by 3 premier institutes- The National Institute of Public Policy and

Finance (NIPFP), National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) and the National Institute of Financial

Management (NIFM) showed that the unaccounted wealth held by Indians was estimated in the range of $216.48 billion to

$490 billion  between 1980 and 2010.

2. NCAER study reported that unaccounted wealth accumulated outside India was estimated between $384 billion and $490

billion during the 1980-2010 period.

3. NIFM reported illicit outflow at current value (including opportunity cost) from India in reform period (1990-2008) was

$216.48 billion and illicit outflows from country was estimated on an average at 10% of estimated unaccounted income.

4. NIPFP reported that during 1997-2009, illicit financial outflows were in the range of 0.2% to 7.4% of the Gross Domestic

Product (GDP).

15. Asian Development Bank sanctioned INR 1925 crore rupees project for upgradation of power generation and distribution in

Tripura. It Includes upgrading capacity of 63 MW Rokhia Project to 120 MW and modernising Gumti Hydro Electric Project.

16. CARS24, online marketplace for buying and selling used cars received a license of a Non-banking Finance Company (NBFC) from

RBI. It will now venture into consumer lending business as a separate entity within Cars24 group. Cars24 Financial Services will



facilitate vehicle loans to customers as well as finance channel partners to help them expand their businesses.

17. Digital Communications Commission (DCC) approved cumulative penalty of INR 3050 crores that regulator TRAI had imposed

on Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea for not providing points of interconnection to Reliance Jio when it entered the market. DCC

will send the recommendation to Department of Telecom for their decision.

18. India will be the first recipient of local currency financing by Asian Infrastructure and Investment Bank (AIIB), aimed at

providing more options to borrowers. India is second-largest shareholder of AIIB with a 7.5% stake, and has received $2-billion

funding for various projects so far. China holds 20.06% and Russia holds 5.92%.

19. Inter-Ministerial Committee on legality of cryptocurrencies and blockchain submitted its report to Finance Ministry.

1. Committee recommends All private cryptocurrencies, except any cryptocurrency issued by Govt. to be banned in India.

2. It also drafted a law, ‘Banning of Cryptocurrency & Regulation of Official Digital Currency Bill, 2019’, which mandates fine

upto 25 Crores and imprisonment of up to 10 years for offences.

3. Committee was set up under Chairmanship of Economic Affairs Secretary Subhash Chandra Garg in 2017.

20. Life Insurance Corporation of India has offered INR 1.25 trillion Line of Credit by 2024, to fund highway projects (25000 crore

in a year). Borrowings will be in the form of bonds to be issued by National Highways Authority of India.

21. National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and JCB International launched RuPay JCB Global Cards which can be used at

all POS terminals which accept RuPay cards and terminals outside India which accept JCB.

22. Reliance Jio became largest telecom company of India with 331.3 million subscribers overtaking Vodafone Idea whose customer

base stood at 320 million in quarter ended June 30, 2019. Airtel moved to the third position and Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited

(BSNL) 4th.

23. UK- based Standard Chartered will be first foreign bank to launch operations at Gujarat International Finance Tec-city (GIFT

city), after receiving in-principle regulatory approval for the same.

Top

International

1.  Airports Authority of India(AAI) signed MoU with a global aircraft tracking body Aireon (USA), for implementation of Space-

Based Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast data (ADS-B) services for oceanic regions of the Indian flight information

regions (FIRs).

2. A new India-UK bilateral pilot scheme, UKIERI Mobility Programme: Study in India has been launched by Universities UK

International (UUKi) and British Council India. It aims to generate up to 200 opportunities for undergraduate students at UK

universities to visit India by March 2021. It will be funded by UK and Indian governments as part of Phase 3 of the UK-India

Education Research Initiative (UKIERI).

3. According to study Moving Price Index 2019 by relocation experts from Movinga (German online platform-based moving

company), -

1. Delhi is among world’s cheapest cities to move to,ranked 85th in terms of  individual relocation &  84th rank in family

relocation.

2. San Francisco (US) is most expensive city in world to relocate to as an individual and as a Family.

4. Apple acquied chip-maker Intel''s smartphone modem business for $1 billion.

5. Approx 1,000-year-old Shawala Teja Singh Temple located in Sialkot city of Pakistan, which was sealed for last 72 years, has been

re-opened for devotees for the 1st time since partition.

1. Shawala Teja Singh temple is an ancient Hindu temple which was built by Sardar Teja Singh. It is dedicated to Hindu deity

Shiva, in Sialkot in Punjab province of Pakistan.

2. Re-opening of Shawala Teja Singh temple is a major decision in favour of Hindu pilgrims who form biggest minority

community in Pakistan.

6. Australia and India finalized a new veterinary health protocol for export of Australian breeder sheep to India. This will support

India’s efforts to develop its fine wool sector and the textiles industry using Australian production expertise and genetic stock.

7. Beijing based Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) withdrawn $200 million commitment for Amaravati Capital City

project in Andhra Pradesh, after World Bank had withdrawn its $300 million commitment for the same.

1. It was decided after Environmental activists and farmers opposed this project for building the city on Krishna river

floodplains.

8. China’s experimental space lab “Tiangong-2” reportedly destroyed upon its controlled re-entry into Earth’s atmosphere over

Pacific Ocean. It was retired from service after it had completed its experiments in space.
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9. Chinese startup Interstellar Glory Space Technology (known as iSpace) launched china’s first commercial rocket named

Hyperbola-1, which reached an altitude of 300 kilometres (186 miles).

1. Cash-strapped Pakistan also announced to send its first astronaut to space in 2022, using China's satellite launching

facilities.

10. Commerce & Industry and Railways Minister Piyush Goyal launched Global Innovation Index (GII) in New Delhi, with presence

of Francis Gurry (Director General of World Intellectual Property Organization).

1. It is 12th edition of GII with 129 countries under observation. GII measures how innovation friendly the environments of

global economies are based on 80 detailed metrics.

2. GII is published annually by Cornell University, INSEAD (Institut Européen d’Administration des Affaires) and United

Nations World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) and GII Knowledge Partners.

3. This year’s theme is “Evaluating the Medical Innovation Scenario of the Next Decade”.

4. India’s R&D Expenditure Ecosystem report was also released.

5. India is ranked 52nd in 2019, compared to 57th position in 2018. India was was ranked 81st in 2015, 66th in 2016 and

60th in 2017.

6. Top 5 - Switzerland, Sweden, USA, Netherlands, United Kingdom

7. Bottom 5 - Yemen (129), Togo (128), Niger (127), Burundi (126), Benin (125)

11. G7 Nations agreed a plan for taxing digital giants that will set a minimum level of taxation for them, while allowing companies to

do business in countries where they have no physical presence. It will decided during G7 finance ministers meeting in France.

12. India and United Kingdom launched two-year joint initiative- Innovating for Clean Air (IfCA) in Bengaluru (Karnataka), aimed at

providing unique air quality measurement system by integrating satellite and sensor data and support India’s transition to Electric

Vehicles (EVs).

13. India will participate in Dubai World Expo 2020 to take place for six months between October 2020 - April 2021. Theme of the

Expo is Connecting Minds, Creating the Future with three sub themes – Opportunity, Mobility and Sustainability – to generate

sustainable solutions to global problems, demand and collaboration areas across cultures, countries and regions.

1. India Pavilion will be a permanent structure being constructed in the ‘Opportunity’ segment, with NBCC getting INR 400

crores project for the same.

14. India will provide 10,000 scholarships for heirs of liberation war fighters of Bangladesh called 'Muktijodhas' over the next five

years under the Nutan India-Bangladesh Maitree Muktijodha Sontan Scholarship Scheme.

15. Indian IT Firm Infosys launched its state-of-the-art Cyber Defence Center in Bucharest (Romania, as an expansion of services

delivered via Infosys Digital Innovation Center which opened in Bucharest in early 2019. It will provide Real-Time Cyber Security

monitoring and protection services to support European and global businesses on their digital transformation journey.

16. International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) added over 7000 species to its endangered Red List, which now has over

28000 listed as facing extinction. Human behaviour which includes overfishing and deforestation, is biggest driver of declining

populations of species.

1. More than 500 deep-sea bony fish and molluscs have been added to list for 1st time. This poses something of a conservation

conundrum as space these species inhabit is 1,000 metres beneath surface that is often beyond national boundaries.

17. Iran tested Medium-Range Ballistic Missile Shahab-3, with range approx 1100 km.

1. Missile launches are not forbidden under 2015 Iran nuclear deal (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action). However a UN

Security Council resolution says that- Iran is called upon not to undertake any activity related to ballistic missiles designed to

be capable of delivering nuclear weapons.

18. Israel and US conducted tests of advanced anti-ballistic missile system Arrow-3, which is jointly manufactured by US's Boeing

and Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) and is intended to serve as Israel’s highest-altitude missile interception system.

19. Jordan unveiled its 1st Underwater Military Museum under Red Sea off the coast of Aqaba, featuring 19 decommissioned pieces

of military hardware, submerged at depths up to 28 meters (92 feet).

1. Red Sea is a narrow strip of water inlet of Indian Ocean. It extends southeastward from Suez in Egypt, to Bab el-Mandeb

Strait (it connects Red Sea to Gulf of Aden).

20. L&T Technology Services is selected as a strategic partner by United Technologies Corporation for Collins Aerospace, a

subsidiary of UTC. Collins Aerospace is one of leading providers of intelligent solutions for global aerospace and defense

industries.

21. Motihari-Amlekhgunj oil pipeline has been completed and ready for commercial operation, aimed at strengthening India Nepal

relations. This is first transnational petroleum pipeline form India and first South Asian oil pipeline corridor. It is also the first oil



pipeline in Nepal.  This 69 km long pipeline has been constructed by India in 15 months, half of its 30 months deadline.

22. QS Best Student Cities Ranking 2019 compiled by global education consultancy Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) -

1. London (UK) named as world’s best city for students for the second consecutive year. Tokyo (Japan)

and Melbourne (Australia) were ranked second and third positions respectively.

2. Indian Cities - Bangalore was ranked 81st and Mumbai stood at 85th position, Delhi was ranked 113th and Chennai stood at

115 out of a total of 120 cities ranked in the list.

3. Top 5 -

1. London, UK

2. Tokyo, Japan

3. Melbourne, Australia

4. Munich, Germany

5. Berlin, Germany

23. Reliance Industries became top-ranked Indian company featured in latest “Fortune Global 500 list 2019”, ranked 106th (gaining

42 places).

1. Reliance overtook Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) to gain this recognition. IOC is now ranked 117.

2. RIL’s revenue increased to $82.3 billion in 2019 from $62.3 billion in 2018 (32.1% increment).

3. Walmart (US) is at top of list,followed by Sinopec Group of China and Royal Dutch Shell (British – Dutch)

4. Other Indian companies in list - Oil & Natural Gas Corp (ONGC-160), State Bank of India (SBI- 236), Tata Motors (265),

Bharat Petroleum Petroleum Corp Ltd (BPCL- 275) and Rajesh Exports (495).

24. Scientists from Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation have developed a method to convert Jute fibre into low-cost Bio-Degradable

cellulose sheets dubbed as Sonali (means ‘golden’ in bengali). Physical qualities of invented jute fibre and plastic are quite similar.

They are not harmful for human health.

25. Sri Lankan Government exempted Indian tourists from Visa Fees for tourism purposes, making India among 48 countries whose

citizens have been exempted from visa fees by Sri Lankan government. Visa fees ($20 to $40) will not be charged for grant of 1

month visa for tourism.

26. Times Higher Education World Reputation Rankings 2019 -

1. Top 5 -

1. Harvard University (US)

2. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (US)

3. Stanford University (US)

4. University of Cambridge (UK)

5. University of Oxford (UK)

2. No Indian University in Top 100 universties in List. IISC Bengaluru, IIT Madras and Manipal Academy of Higher Education

are top 3 Ranked Indian Universities in Top 500 universties in List.

27. UK consultancy firm Wood Mackenzie stated that renewable energy cost of India is the lowest in the Asia Pacific region, due to

the fact that Levelized Cost Of Electricity (LCOE) using solar photovoltaic of India has Fallen to $38 per Megawatt hour in 2019.

1. India is second-largest country in terms of power market in the Asia Pacific having a Power capacity of 421 Gigawatts(GW)

and also the Solar capacity its expected to reach 38 GW in 2019.

2. India aims to have 175 GW capacity of renewable power installed in the country by 2022.

28. World Bank has withdrawn $300 million of fund for Amaravati Capital City project in Andhra Pradesh, after central government

dropped support for the same. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) had also committed $200 million for the same.

1. It was decided after Environmental activists and farmers opposed this project for building the city on Krishna river

floodplains.

29. World Hindu Economic Forum (WHEF) launched its Nepal Chapter , in Nepal’s Capital Kathmandu. WHEF brings together

financially successful elements within Hindu society, so that each group can share their business knowledge, expertise and

resources with their fellow brethren to trigger creation of surplus wealth and make society prosperous.

1. India-Nepal Logistics Summit was also organised in Kathmandu.

Top

Meetings
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1. 5th International Dharma-Dhamma conference held at Rajgir International Convention Centre in Rajgir (Bihar). It aims to

address people about terror, violence and global warming prevalent in world. Dharma-Dhamma conference acts as a platform for

Hindu and Buddhist thinkers to express their views.

2. Foreign Ministers Meet of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS) Group held in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil). India was

represented by  VK Singh, Minister of State for Road Transport and Highways.

3. Ministerial meeting of Coordinating Bureau of Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) held in Caracas (Venezuela), with Theme

Promotion and Consolidation of Peace through Respect for International Law India was represented by Indian envoy to United

Nations Syed Akbaruddin.

Top

National

1. JATAN: Virtual Museum software has been developed by Human Centres Design and Computing Group C-DAC Pune. It is used

for creating digital collections in various museums and digital archival tools that are used in background for managing National

Portal and Digital Repository for Indian Museums.

1. Currently there are 48 Archaeological Site Museums under Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). Out of these, 2 Site

Museums, namely Velha Goa and Nagarjunakonda, have been digitised during 1st phase. Rest are being digitized in phased

manner.

2. Andhra Pradesh Assembly passed Education Regulatory and Monitoring Commission Bill 2019 which aims to regulate school

fees & that in turn reduce the burden on parents.

1. It provides setting up of commission which will be supervised by a retired high court judge to maintain standards of school

education, competencies of teachers, information disclosure, effective inspection, monitoring of schools, implementation of

provisions of RTE (Rights To Education) Act 2009.

2. As per RTE act, every private school should provide 25 % seats at free of cost and government should pay those fees. But in

AP, RTE Act was not executed in even one school for past 5 years.

3. Andhra Pradesh became first Indian state to reserve jobs for locals, with state assembly passing Andhra Pradesh Employment of

Local Candidates in Industries/Factories Act 2019. It reserves 75% private jobs across all categories in industrial units, factories,

joint ventures as well as the project that are in public-private partnership (PPP) mode.

4. Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), flagship initiative of NITI Aayog, launched Atal Community Innovation Centre (ACIC) program

in NITI Aayog, New Delhi. It aims at spurring community Innovation in underserved and unserved areas of country.

1. ACIC are expected to focus and channelize the creative energies of researchers and innovators to find solutions that benefit

the larger civil society.

2. ACIC will make available cutting-edge innovation platforms across all corners of our country, with a focus on aspirational

districts, tier 2 and 3 cities and to North-east and J&K which will give a fillip to the skill development and employment

opportunities in these areas.

5. Ayushman Bharat implementing agency National Health Authority signed MoU with Healthcare Federation of India

(NATHEALTH) to streamline delivery of services under Ayushman Bharat. It aims to enable an ecosystem for industry partners

within NATHEALTH network to participate in testing, piloting, adopting, funding and scaling innovations.

6. Bills Passed / Presented in Budget Session of Parliament 2019 -

1. Concerned sessioon is First of newly-constituted 17th Lok Sabha. It was to be held between June 17 - July 26, 2019. The same

has been extended till Aug 07, with govt looking to finalize on several pending legislations.

2. Bills passed by Both Houses (Lok sabha and Rajya Sabha)

1. Special Economic Zones (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. It allows trusts to establish units in Special Economic Zone (SEZs). It replaces Special Economic Zone

(Amendment) Ordinance 2019 promulgated March 2019 and amends SEZ Act 2005.

2. It amends definition of “person” under Section 2(v) of SEZ Act 2005 to include ‘trusts’. Apart from trusts, it also

includes any entity that central government may notify from time to time in definition of ‘person’. As per act,

proposal for establishment of SEZ be made by any “person”.

2. The Jammu and Kashmir Reservation (Amendment) Bill 2019, aimed at providing relief to persons in Jammu and

Kashmir living in areas adjoining international border.

1. It will replace The Jammu and Kashmir Reservation (Amendment) Ordinance 2019 by amendments in Jammu

and Kashmir Reservation Act 2004 and bringing persons residing in the areas adjoining International Border
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within the ambit of reservation at par with persons living in areas adjoining Actual Line of Control (ALoC).

3. Homoeopathy Central Council (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. It amends Homoeopathy Central Council Act 1973 and replaces the Homoeopathy Central Council (Amendment)

Ordinance 2019 that was promulgated in March 2019.  It sets up Central Council of Homoeopathy which

regulates homoeopathic education and practice.

4. Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in Teachers' Cadre) Bill 2019 -

1. It provide for reservation of posts in appointments by direct recruitment of persons belonging to SC/ST and

Educationally Backward Classes and Economically Weaker Sections to teachers’ cadre in Central Educational

Institutions. It aims at   implementing 200-point reservation system instead of 13-point roster system for

concerned recruitment.

5. Central Universities (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. It amends Central Universities Act 2009, which establishes universities for teaching and research in various

states. Bill provides for establishment of two central universities in Andhra Pradesh to be known as the Central

University of Andhra Pradesh and the Central Tribal University of Andhra Pradesh.

6. Indian Medical Council (Amendment) Second Bill 2019 -

1. It amends Indian Medical Council Act 1956 and replaces Indian Medical Council (Amendment) Second

Ordinance 2019 which was promulgated in February 2019. 

2. It sets up Medical Council of India (MCI) which regulates medical education and practice. 

3. 1956 Act provides for supersession of MCI and its reconstitution within a period of three years from the date of its

supersession. In interim period, Act requires government to constitute a Board of Governors, to exercise powers

of MCI.  The Bill amends the Act to reduce time period for supersession of the MCI from 3 years to 2 years.

4. Act provides for Board of Governors to consist of up to seven members including persons of eminence in medical

education, appointed by government. Bill amends this provision to increase strength of Board from 7 to 12

members.

7. Dentists (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. It amends Dentists Act 1948, which regulates profession of dentistry and constitutes Dental Council of India,

State Dental Councils and Joint State Dental Councils.  

2. Register of dentists is maintained under Act in Part A and Part B.  Persons with recognised dental qualifications

are registered in Part A and persons not possessing such qualifications are in Part B.  Part B persons are those

who have practicing as dentists for at least 5 years.  

3. Under the Act, composition of mentioned Councils includes representation from dentists registered in Part B. 

The Bill seeks to remove mandatory requirement of representation of dentists registered in Part B in these

Councils.

8. Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. Bill amends Protection of Human Rights Act 1993, which provides for a National Human Rights Commission

(NHRC), State Human Rights Commissions (SHRC), as well as Human Rights Courts.

2. Under the Act, chairperson of NHRC is a person who has been a Chief Justice of Supreme Court. Bill amends this

to provide that a person who has been a Judge of Supreme Court. 

3. Act provides for two persons having knowledge of human rights to be appointed as members of the NHRC. Bill

amends this to allow three members to be appointed, of which at least one will be a woman. 

4. the Act, the chairperson of a SHRC is a person who has been a Chief Justice of a High Court.  The Bill amends this

to provide that a person who has been a Judge of a High Court will be chairperson of a SHRC.  

5. Act states that chairperson and members of the NHRC and SHRC will hold office for five years or till the age of

seventy years, whichever is earlier.  Bill reduces the term of office to three years or till the age of seventy years,

whichever is earlier.   

6. Bill provides that government may confer on a SHRC human rights functions being discharged by Union

Territories.  Functions relating to human rights in case of Delhi will be dealt with by NHRC.

9. Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. Bill additionally allows ‘offline verification’ of an individual’s identity, without authentication, through modes

specified by Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) by regulations. During offline verification, agency



must obtain consent of individual, inform them of alternatives to sharing information, and not collect Aadhaar

number / biometric information.

2. It allows voluntary linking of the 12-digit identification number as part of know your customer (KYC) guidelines

to open bank accounts or get a mobile connection.

3. Entities using Aadhaar - Under the Act, usage of Aadhaar number for establishing identity of an individual, is

permitted.  Bill removes this provision and makes the permission subject to several UIDAI regulations.

4. Aadhaar number of children - Bill specifies that at the time of enrolling a child to obtain an Aadhaar number,

enrolling agency shall seek consent of his parent or guardian. After attaining 18 years age, child may apply for

cancellation of its Aadhaar.

5. Disclosure of information in certain cases - Under the Act, restrictions on confidentiality of Aadhaar information

do not apply in case disclosure is pursuant to an order of a District Court (or above).  Bill amends this to allow

such disclosure only for orders by High Courts (or above).  Bill amends rule to allow such disclosure on directions

of officers not below the rank of a Secretary (Joint Secretary earlier).

6. UIDAI Fund - Under the Act, fees and revenue collected by UIDAI will be credited to the Consolidated Fund of

India.  Bill removes this provision, and creates Unique Identification Authority of India Fund.

7. Complaints - Under the Act, courts can take cognizance of an offence only if UIDAI registers a complaint. 

Bill amends this to allow individual to register complaints in certain cases, including impersonation or disclosure

of their identity.  

8. Bill defines Aadhaar ecosystem to include enrolling agencies, requesting agencies, and offline verification-seeking

entities.

9. Penalties - Under the Bill, UIDAI may initiate a complaint against an entity in Aadhaar ecosystem for failure to

comply with Act or UIDAI directions, and furnish information required by UIDAI.  Adjudicating Officers

appointed by UIDAI may impose penalties up to 1 crore rupees on such entities. 

10. Right to Information (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. It amends Right to Information Act 2005.

2. Under the Act, Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and Information Commissioners (ICs) are appointed for

term of five years. Bill states that central government will notify term of office for the CIC and ICs.

3. Bill seeks to amend provisions related to salaries, allowances, and other terms and conditions of service of the

central and state CIC and ICs, stating thet these will be determined by the central government.

4. Act states that at the time of the appointment of the CIC and ICs (at the central and state level), if they are

receiving pension or any other retirement benefits for previous government service, their salaries will be reduced

by an amount equal to the pension.  Bill removes these provisions.

11. New Delhi International Arbitration Centre Bill2019 -

1. Bill seeks to provide for establishment of a 7 Member NDIAC to conduct arbitration, mediation, and conciliation

proceedings.  It declares NDIAC as an institution of national importance.

2. International Centre for Alternative Dispute Resolution (ICADR) is a registered society to promote resolution of

disputes through alternative dispute resolution methods (such as arbitration and mediation). Bill seeks to

transfer existing ICADR to central government

3. Members of NDIAC will hold office for three years and will be eligible for re-appointment. retirement age for

Chairperson is 70 years and other members is 67 years.

4. NDIAC will establish a Chamber of Arbitration which will maintain a permanent panel of arbitrators.  NDIAC

may also establish an Arbitration Academy for training arbitrators and conducting research in area of alternative

dispute resolution. 

12. National Investigation Agency (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. It amends National Investigation Agency (NIA) Act 2008 and provides for a national-level agency to investigate

and prosecute offences listed in a schedule (scheduled offences).

2. Scheduled offences are are to be investigated and prosecuted by NIA.  These offences under Acts such as Atomic

Energy Act 1962 and Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 1967. 

3. Bill seeks to allow NIA to investigate the following offences, in addition - human trafficking, offences related to

counterfeit currency or bank notes, manufacture or sale of prohibited arms, cyber-terrorism, and offences under

Explosive Substances Act 1908.       



4. Bill states that in addition, officers of NIA will have the power to investigate scheduled offences committed

outside India, subject to international treaties and domestic laws of other countries

5. Act allows the central government to constitute Special Courts for the trial of scheduled offences.  Bill amends

this to state that central government may designate Sessions Courts as Special Courts for trial of scheduled

offences.

13. Companies (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. It amends Companies Act, 2013. 

2. Act contains 81 compoundable offences punishable with fine or fine or imprisonment, or both. Bill re-

categorizes 16 of these offences as civil defaults, where adjudicating officers may now levy penalties instead. 

3. Under the Act, if companies which have to provide for Corporate Social Responsibility, do not fully spent

funds, they must disclose reasons for non-spending. Under the Bill, any unspent annual CSR funds must be

transferred to one of funds under Schedule 7 of Act (e.g., PM Relief Fund) within six months of financial year.

1. However, if CSR funds are committed to certain ongoing projects, then unspent funds will have to be

transferred to an Unspent CSR Account within 30 days of end of the financial year, and spent within three

years.

2. Any violation may attract fine between Rs 50,000 and Rs 25,00,000 and every defaulting officer may be

punished with imprisonment of up to three years and / or fine 50,000 and 25,00,000. 

4. Under the Act, the National Financial Reporting Authority can debar a member / firm from practising as a

Chartered Accountant for a period between six months to 10 years, for misconduct.

1. Bill amends punishment to provide for debarment from appointment as an auditor / internal auditor of a

company, or performing a company’s valuation, for period between six months to 10 years.

5. Bill states that a company may not commence business, unless it files a declaration within 180 days of

incorporation, confirming that every subscriber to Memorandum of the company has paid for shares taken by

him, and files a verification of its registered address with RoC within 30 days of incorporation.

6. Act requires companies to register charges on their property within 30 days of creation of charge, extendable

upto 300 days with permission of RoC.  Bill changes deadline to 60 days (extendable by 60 days). 

7. Under the Act, change in period of financial year for a company associated with a foreign company, has to be

approved by National Company Law Tribunal. Bill transfers these powers to central government. 

8. Under the Act, a regional director can settle offences with a penalty of up to five lakh rupees.  Bill increases this

ceiling to Rs 25 lakh. 

9. Under the Act, central government or certain shareholders can apply to NCLT for relief against mismanagement

of the affairs of company. 

1. Bill states that in such a complaint, government may also make a case against an officer on ground that he

is not fit to hold office, for reasons such as fraud / negligence.  If NCLT passes an order against officer, he

will not be eligible to hold office in any company for five years. 

10. If a person holds beneficial interest of at least 25% shares in a company or exercises significant influence or

control over the company, he is required to make a declaration of his interest.

14. Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill 2019 -

1. It provides for a mechanism to ban unregulated deposit schemes and protect interests of depositors. It also seeks

to amend three laws - Reserve Bank of India Act 1934, Securities and Exchange Board of India Act 1992 and

Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act 2002.

2. Bill bans unregulated deposit schemes.  A deposit-taking scheme is defined as unregulated if it is taken for a

business purpose and is not registered with the regulators listed in the Bill. 

3. Bill provides for the appointment of one or more government officers, not below rank of Secretary to state /

central government, as Competent Authority.  Police officers receiving information about offences under Bill will

report to Competent Authority. 

4. Police officers (not below rank of an officer-in-charge of a police station) may seize any property believed to be

connected with an offence under Bill, with or without a warrant.   Competent Authority will have powers similar

to those vested in a civil court.

5. Bill provides for the constitution of one or more Designated Courts in specified areas. 



6. After provisional attachment of deposit taker’s assets, Competent Authority will approach Designated within 30

days (extendable to 60 days). to make provisional attachment absolute and ask for permission to sell assets.

7. Designated Court shall will seek to complete process within 180 days of being approached by Competent

Authority.

8. Bill provides for central government to designate an authority to create an online central database for

information on deposit takers. 

9. Bill defines three types of offences, and penalties related to them -

1. Running (advertising, promoting, operating or accepting money for) unregulated deposit schemes.

2. Fraudulently defaulting on regulated deposit schemes

3. Wrongfully inducing depositors to invest in unregulated deposit schemes by willingly falsifying facts. 

4. Penalties -

1. Accepting unregulated deposits will be punishable with imprisonment between 2 - 7 years, along with

fine ranging from 3 - 10 lakh rupees. 

2. Defaulting in repayment of unregulated deposits will be punishable with imprisonment between 3 - 10

years, and a fine ranging from 5 lakh rupees to twice the amount collected from depositors.

3. Repeated offenders will be punishable with imprisonment between 5 - 10, along with a fine ranging

from Rs 10 lakh to five crore rupees.

15. Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill 2019 (Informally called as Teen-Talak Bill) -

1. It replaces an Ordinance promulgated on February 21, 2019.  

2. Bill makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or electronic form, to be void and illegal.  It defines talaq

as talaq-e-biddat or any other similar form of talaq pronounced by a Muslim man resulting in instant and

irrevocable divorce.  

1. Talaq-e-biddat refers to practice under Muslim personal laws where pronouncement of word ‘talaq’ thrice

in one sitting by a Muslim man to his wife results in an instant and irrevocable divorce. 

3. Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizable offence, attracting up to three years’ imprisonment with a fine.

1. Cognizable offence is one for which a police officer may arrest an accused person without warrant.

4. Bill provides that the Magistrate may grant bail to accused.  Bail may be granted only after hearing woman, and if

Magistrate is satisfied that there are reasonable grounds for granting bail.

5. Offence may be compounded by Magistrate upon request of woman. 

1. Compounding refers to the procedure where the two sides agree to stop legal proceedings, and settle

dispute.  

6. Affected woman is entitled to seek subsistence allowance from her husband for herself and for her dependent

children, with amount to be determined by Magistrate.

7. Affected Muslim woman is entitled to seek custody of her minor children. Manner of custody will be determined

by Magistrate.

16. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. It amends Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016., which provides a time-bound process for resolving insolvency

in companies and among individuals.

1. Under the Code, a creditor may file an application before National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) for

initiating insolvency resolution process. NCLT must find existence of default within 14 days.  A Committee

of Creditors (CoC) consisting of financial creditors will then be constituted for taking decisions regarding

insolvency resolution.  CoC may either decide to restructure debtor’s debt by preparing a resolution plan or

liquidate debtor’s assets.

2. CoC must complete a resolution process within 180 days, extendable by 90 days if the extension is approved

by NCLT.   

3. If resolution plan is rejected by CoC, debtor will go into liquidation. Code places financial creditors ahead of

operational creditors.  In a 2018 Amendment, home-buyers who paid advances to a developer were to be

considered as financial creditors.   

2. Bill addresses three issues -

1. Strengthens provisions related to time-limits. 

2. Specifies minimum payouts to operational creditors in any resolution plan. 



3. Specifies manner in which representative of a group of financial creditors (such as home-buyers) should

vote.  

3. Resolution plan -

1. Code provides that resolution plan must ensure that operational creditors receive an amount which should

not be lesser than amount they would receive in case of liquidation.  Bill amends this to provide that

amounts to be paid to operational creditor should be higher of -

1. Amounts receivable under liquidation, and

2. Amount receivable under a resolution plan, if such amounts were distributed under same order of

priority (as for liquidation).

1. E.g, if default were for Rs 1,000 crore and resolution recovered 800 crores, operational creditor

must at least get an amount which they would have received if Rs 800 crore have been obtained

through liquidation proceeds.

3. Bill states that this provision would also apply to insolvency processes.

4. As per Code, NCLT must determine b existence of default within 14 days of receiving a resolution application. 

Bill states that in case NCLT does not find existence of default and has not passed an order within 14 days, it

must record reasons in writing. 

5. Code states that insolvency resolution process must be completed within 180 days, extendable by a period of up

to 90 days.  Bill adds that resolution process must be completed within 330 days, including extension and time

taken in legal proceedings.  On the enactment of Bill, if any case is pending for over 330 days, Bill states it must

be resolved within 90 days.

6. Code specifies that, in cases when debt is owed to a class of creditors beyond a specified number, financial

creditors will be represented on committee of creditors by an authorised representative, who will vote on behalf

of creditors.

17. Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (Amendment) Bill 2019

1. It amends Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 2012, which seeks to protect children from offences

such as sexual assault, sexual harassment, and pornography.

2. The Bill enhances jail term / fine for variosu types of sexual crimes against children.

3. Act penalises storage of pornographic material for commercial purposes with a punishment of up to three years,

or a fine, or both.  Bill amends this to provide that the punishment can be imprisonment between three to five

years, or a fine, or both.

18. National Medical Commission Bill 2019

1. It seeks to repeal Indian Medical Council Act 1956 and provide for a reformed medical education system.

2. Bill sets up National Medical Commission (NMC).  Within three years of the passage of the Bill, state

governments will establish State Medical Councils at state level.  NMC will consist of 25 members, appointed by

central government.  

NMC will look after Functions related to medical education and profession across nation.

3. Central government will constitute a Medical Advisory Council, as primary platform through which states/UTs

can put forth their views and concerns before NMC.

4. Bill sets up autonomous boards under the supervision of NMC. 

1. Under-Graduate Medical Education Board (UGMEB) and the Post-Graduate Medical Education Board

(PGMEB).

2. Medical Assessment and Rating Board (MARB) - Will have the power to levy monetary penalties on medical

institutions which fail to maintain the minimum standards as laid down by the UGMEB and PGMEB. 

3. Ethics and Medical Registration Board - Will maintain a National Register of all licensed medical

practitioners, and regulate professional conduct. 

5. NMC may grant a limited license to certain mid-level practitioners connected with the modern medical profession

to practice medicine. These practitioners may prescribe specified medicines in primary and preventive

healthcare.

6. There will be a uniform National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test for admission to under-graduate and post-

graduate super-speciality medical education in all medical institutions regulated under the Bill. 



7. Bill proposes a common final year undergraduate examination called the National Exit Test for the students

graduating from medical institutions to obtain the license for practice.

19. Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. It seeks to amend Motor Vehicles Act 1988, to provide for road safety.  

2. Government will develop a scheme for cashless treatment of road accident victims during golden hour.  Bill

defines golden hour as time period of up to one hour following a traumatic injury, during which the likelihood of

preventing death through prompt medical care is highest.  Bill increases minimum compensation for hit and run

cases.

3. Bill requires government to constitute a Motor Vehicle Accident Fund, to provide compulsory insurance cover to

all road users in India, to be utilised for related causes. 

4. Bill defines a good samaritan as a person who renders emergency medical or non-medical assistance to a victim

at the scene of an accident.  Such a person will not be liable for any civil or criminal action for any injury to or

death of an accident victim. 

5. Bill allows government to order for recall of motor vehicles if a defect in vehicle may cause damage to

environment / driver / other road users.

6. Government may develop a National Transportation Policy, in consultation with state governments. 

7. Bill provides for a National Road Safety Board to be created by central government. It will advise central and state

governments on all aspects of road safety and traffic management.

8. Bill increases penalties for several offences under the Act. 

1. Maximum penalty for driving under influence of alcohol or drugs has been increased from Rs 2,000 to Rs

10,000.  If a vehicle manufacturer fails to comply with motor vehicle standards, penalty will be a fine of up

to Rs 100 crore, or imprisonment of up to one year.  government may increase fines mentioned under Act

every year by up to 10%. 

3. Bills Passed by Lok Sabha (Pending in Rajya Sabha) -

1. Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill 2019 -

1. It amends Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 1967.

2. Bill additionally empowers government to designate individuals as terrorists on the same grounds such as

terrortist organizations.  

3. Bill adds Provisions related to that if investigation is conducted by an officer of National Investigation Agency

(NIA), approval of Director General of NIA would be required for seizure of such property.  

4. Act defines terrorist acts to include acts committed within scope of any of the treaties listed in a schedule to the

Act.  The Schedule lists nine treaties.  Bill adds another treaty to the list - International Convention for

Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (2005).

2. Inter-State River Water Disputes (Amendment) Bill 2019 -

1. It amends Inter-State River Water Disputes Act 1956, which provides for adjudication of disputes relating to

waters of inter-state rivers and river valleys. 

2. Under the Bill, when a state puts in a request regarding any water dispute, central government will set up a

Disputes Resolution Committee (DRC), to resolve the dispute. DRC will comprise of a Chairperson, and experts

with at least 15 years of experience in relevant sectors.

1. DRC will seek to resolve dispute through negotiations, within one year (extendable by six months). If

dispute cannot be settled by DRC, central government will refer it to Inter-State River Water Disputes

Tribunal, within 3 months from receipt of report from DRC. 

2. Central government will set up an Inter-State River Water Disputes Tribunal, for adjudication of water

disputes. All existing Tribunals will be dissolved, and pending disputes will be transferred to new Tribunal. 

Tribunal will consist of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, three judicial members, and three expert

members. 

3. Under the Act, Tribunal must give its decision within three years, which may be extended by two years.  Under

the Bill, the proposed Tribunal must give its decision on the dispute within two years, which may be extended by

another year.

4. Under the Act, decision of Tribunal must be published by central government in official gazette, with same force

as that of an order of Supreme Court.  Bill removes requirement of such publication. 



5. Bill adds that decision of Tribunal will be final and binding on parties involved in dispute.  Bill makes it

mandatory for central government to make a scheme to give effect to decision of Tribunal.  

6. Under the Act, central government maintains a data bank and information system at national level for each river

basin.  Bill provides that central government will authorise an agency to maintain such data bank.

3. Code on Wages Bill 2019 -

1. It subsumes relevant provisions of Minimum Wages Act, 1948, The Payment of Wages Act, 1936, The Payment of

Bonus Act, 1965 and The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976. After enactment of Code on Wages, all these four Acts

will get repealed.

2. The Code on Wage universalizes provisions of minimum wages and timely payment of wages to all employees

irrespective of the sector and wage ceiling.

3. At present, the provisions of both Minimum Wages Act and Payment of Wages Act apply on workers below a

particular wage ceiling working in Scheduled Employments only. This would ensure "Right to Sustenance" for

every worker and intends to increase the legislative protection of minimum wage from existing about 40% to

100% workforce.

4. At present, many of the states have multiple minimum wages. Through Code on Wages, the methodology to fix

the minimum wages has been simplified and rationalised by doing away with type of employment as one of the

criteria for fixation of minimum wage.

4. Repealing and Amending Bill 2019

1. Bill repeals 68 laws that have been listed in the First Schedule of the Bill.  These include Beedi Workers Welfare

Fund Act 1976 and Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act 2001.

2. Bill makes minor amendments to two Acts which relate to substitution of certain words. The two Acts are Income

Tax Act 1961, and India Institutes of Management Act 2017.

5. Consumer Protection Bill 2019

1. It replaces Consumer Protection Act 1986. 

2. Six consumer rights have been defined in the Bill -

1. To be protected against marketing of goods and services which are hazardous to life and property

2. To be informed of the quality, quantity, potency, purity, standard and price of goods or services

3. To be assured of access to a variety of goods or services at competitive prices

4. To seek redressal against unfair or restrictive trade practices.

3. Government will set up a Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) to protect and enforce rights of

consumers.  CCPA will regulate matters related to violation of consumer rights, unfair trade practices, and

misleading advertisements. 

4. CCPA may impose a penalty on a manufacturer or an endorser of up to Rs 10 lakh and imprisonment for up to

two years for amisleading advertisement. In subsequent offence, fine may extend to Rs 50 lakh and imprisonment

of up to five years.

5. Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissions (CDRCs) will be set up at the district, state, and national levels. 

6. District CDRC will entertain complaints where value of goods and services does not exceed Rs one crore.  State

CDRC will entertain complaints when the value is more than Rs one crore but does not exceed Rs 10 crore. 

Complaints with value of goods and services over Rs 10 crore will be entertained by the National CDRC.

4. Bills Passed by Rajya Sabha (Pending in Lok Sabha) -

1. Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India (Amendment) Bill, 2019

1. It amends Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India Act 2008, which established Airports Economic

Regulatory Authority of India (AERA).  AERA regulates tariffs and other charges for aeronautical services

provided at civilian airports with annual traffic above 15 lakh passengers.  

2. Act defines a major airport as one with annual passenger traffic over 15 lakh, or any other airports as notified by

the central government.  Bill increases the threshold of annual passenger traffic for major airports to over 35

lakh.  

3. Bill adds several clauses related to determining tariff, tariff structures, or development fees.

5. Bills Introduced in Lok Sabha -

1. National Institute of Design (Amendment) Bill 2019 -



1. It seeks to amend National Institute of Design Act 2014, which declares National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad

as an institution of national importance.

2. Bill seeks to declare four National Institutes of Design in Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Assam, and Haryana

as institutions of national importance. Currently, these are registered as Societies under the Societies Registration

Act 1860 and do not have the power to grant degrees or diplomas.

2. The Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial (Amendment) Bill 2019

1. It amends Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial Act 1951, which provides for erection of a National Memorial in

memory of those killed / wounded on April 13, 1919, in Jallianwala Bagh.  It also creates a Trust to manage the

Memorial.

2. Under Act, Trustees of Memorial include PM as Chairperson, President of Indian National Congress, Minister in-

charge of Culture, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, Governor of Punjab, Chief Minister of Punjab, and 3

eminent persons nominated by government.  Bill removes President of Indian National Congress as a Trustee. 

3. Act provides that three trustees nominated by government will be trustees for a period of five years and will be

eligible for renomination. Bill allows government to terminate term of a nominated trustee before expiry of

period of his term without assigning any reason.

3. Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill 2019 -

1. Bill defines surrogacy as a practice where a woman gives birth to a child for an intending couple with intention to

hand over the child after birth to intending couple.

2. Bill prohibits commercial surrogacy, but allows altruistic surrogacy.  Altruistic surrogacy involves no monetary

compensation to the surrogate mother other than the medical expenses and insurance coverage during

pregnancy.

3. Intending couple should have a ‘certificate of essentiality’ and a ‘certificate of eligibility’ issued by the appropriate

authority.

Certificate of essentiality will be issued upon fulfilment of given conditions related to proven infertility and other

terms.

4. To obtain a certificate of eligibility from appropriate authority, surrogate mother has to be - a close relative of the

intending couple, a married woman having a child of her own, 25 to 35 years old, a surrogate only once in her

lifetime and possess a certificate of medical and psychological fitness for surrogacy.

5. Central and state governments shall appoint one or more appropriate authorities within 90 days of the Bill

becoming an Act. 

6. To act as Surrogacy clinics, Clinics must apply for registration within a period of 60 days from the date of

appointment of the appropriate authority.

7. Central and the state governments shall constitute National Surrogacy Board (NSB) and State Surrogacy Boards

(SSB), respectively. 

8. Offences under Bill include undertaking or advertising commercial surrogacy, exploiting surrogate mother,

abandoning a surrogate child, selling or importing human embryo or gametes for surrogacy.  Penalty is

imprisonment up to 10 years and a fine up to 10 lakh rupees.

4. Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill 2019 -

1. Bill prohibits discrimination against a transgender person, including denial of service or unfair treatment.

2. Every transgender person shall have a right to reside and be included in his household.

3. No government or private entity can discriminate against a transgender person in employment matters, including

recruitment, and promotion.

4. Educational institutions shall provide inclusive education, sports and recreational facilities for transgender

persons, without discrimination.

5. A transgender person may make an application to the District Magistrate for a certificate of identity, indicating

the gender as ‘transgender’. 

6. Government will take measures to ensure full inclusion of transgender persons in society.

7. Bill recognizes several offences against transgender persons. Penalties for these offences vary between six months

and two years, and a fine.

8. National Council for Transgender persons (NCT) will be formed with Union Minister for Social Justice as

(Chairperson) and other designated members.



5. Dam Safety Bill 2019 -

1. It provides for surveillance, inspection, operation, and maintenance of specified dams across country.

2. Bill applies to all specified dams in the country.  These are dams with height over 15 metres, height between 10

metres to 15 metres and subject to certain additional design and structural conditions.

3. National Committee on Dam Safety will be constituted and will be chaired by the Chairperson, Central Water

Commission.  All other members will be nominated by central government.

1. Functions of Committee include formulating policies and regulations regarding dam safety standards and

prevention of dam failures, and analysing causes of major dam failures and suggesting changes in dam

safety practices.

4. National Dam Safety Authority will be headed by an officer not below rank of an Additional Secretary. Functions

include

1. Implementing the policies formulated by the National Committee on Dam Safety.

2. Resolving issues between State Dam Safety Organisations (SDSOs), or between a SDSO and any dam owner

in that state

3. Specifying regulations for inspection and investigation of dams

4. Providing accreditation to agencies working on construction, design, and alteration of dams.

5. State governments will establish State Dam Safety Organisations (SDSOs).  All specified dams situated in a state

will fall under the jurisdiction of that state’s SDSO.  In certain cases National Dam Safety Authority will act as the

SDSO.  These include cases where a dam extends over multiple states or is owned by a central public sector

undertaking. SDSOs will

1. Keep perpetual surveillance, inspect, and monitor operation and maintenance of dams

2. Keep a database of all dams and recommend safety measures to owners of dams.

6. Bill provides for constitution of State Committees on Dam Safety by state governments. Functions of Committee

include -

1. Reviewing work of SDSO

2. Ordering dam safety investigations

3. Recommend dam safety measures and reviewing progress on such measures

4. Assess potential impact on upstream and downstream states. 

7. Owners of specified dams are required to provide a dam safety unit in each dam.

8. Bill provides for two types of offences -

1. Obstructing a person in discharge of his functions under the Bill and

2. Refusing to comply with directions issued under the Bill.  

3. Offenders will be punishable with imprisonment of up to one year, or a fine, or both.

7. Cabinet Approvals (July 24, 2019) -

1. General -

1. Approved to dissolve National Institute of Miners' Health (NIMH) and merge it with ICMR-National Institute of

Occupational Health (NIOH) Ahmedabad. It will prove beneficial to both Institutes in term of enhanced expertise in

field of occupational health besides efficient management of public money.

2. Approved Sale of 481.79 acres of land held by Fertilizers and Chemicals Travancore Ltd. (FACT) to Govt. of Kerala. It

will help FACT to reduce bank borrowings and implement projects for enhancing fertilizer production capacity.

2. CCEA -

1. Approved Creation of buffer stock of 40 lakh metric tonnes (LMT) of sugar for one year and to incur estimated

maximum expenditure of 1674 crores. Reimbursement under the scheme would be met on quarterly basis to sugar

mills which would be credited into farmers’ account on behalf of mills against cane price dues. Subsequent balance

would be credited to mill’s account.

2. Approved Determination of ‘Fair and Remunerative Price’ of sugarcane payable by sugar mills for 2019-20 sugar

season, based on the recommendation of Commission of Agricultural Costs & Prices (CACP) as per its report of August

2018. CACP has recommended same price for the 2019-20 sugar season as it was for the sugar season 2018-19.

1. CCEA also approved to provide a premium of Rs. 2.75 per qtl for every 0.1% increase above 10% in the recovery.

8. Cabinet Approvals (July 31, 2019)

1. MOUs -



1. Bolivia, Baharain - Cooperation in Exploration and Uses of Outer Space for peaceful purposes.

2. General Approvals -

1. Approved extension of term of commission constituted under Article 340 of the constitution to examine the issue of

Sub-categorization within other Backward Classes in the Central List by six months beyond 31st July, 2019 and upto

31st January, 2020.

2. Approved setting up ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) at Moscow (Russia), with average annual expenditure of

about Rs. 1.50 crores. ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) at Moscow will enable coordination for timely interventions

on diversified matters with Russia and neighbouring countries for realization of programmatic targets of ISRO.

1. Keeping in view 15th August 2022 timeline for realization of Gaganyaan human space programme, it is prudent

to avail technical cooperation from International space agencies, with demonstrated technical capabilities in

specific areas. 

2. Earlier, ISRO Technical Liaison Units are established at at Washington(USA) and Paris (France), to liaise with

various Government and space agencies in USA and Europe, respectively.

3. Approved signing of UN Convention on International Settlement Agreements (UNISA) resulting from mediation by

India scheduled to be held in August 2019.

1. It will boost confidence of investors and shall provide a positive signal to foreign investors about India's

commitment to adhere to international practice on Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR).

2. To encourage international commercial arbitration in India and to evolve a comprehensive ecosystem of

arbitration, Government is establishing New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) as a statutory body.

3. Commercial Courts Act 2015, has been further amended and legislative exercise to further amend Arbitration and

Conciliation Act 1996, is underway. These will encourage settlement of commercial disputes, domestic and

international, in India through ADR Mechanism of Arbitration, Conciliation and Mediation.

4. UN General Assembly adopted UN Convention on International Settlement Agreements Resulting from

Mediation ("the Convention") in December 2018. It was authorized that Convention will open for signature at a

signing ceremony to be held on 7th August 2019 in Singapore and will be known as the "Singapore Convention on

Mediation" (the Convention).

5. Convention provides a uniform and efficient framework for the enforcement of international settlement

agreements.

3. CCEA -

1. Approved proposal of Department of Fertilizers for fixation of Nutrient Based Subsidy Rates for P&K Fertilizers for

2019-20. Expenditure for release of subsidy on P&K Fertilizers during 2019-20 will be Rs. 22875.50 crores. Approved

rates for NBS (

Per Kg Subsidy rates (in Rs) - 

N (Nitrogen)

 

P(Phosphorus)

 

K(Potash)

 

S(Sulphur)

 

18.901

 

15.216

 

11.124

 

3.562

 

9. Chhattisgarh Govt. launched a unique garbage cafe scheme in Ambikapur of Surguja district which has become India’s first

‘Garbage Cafe’ for Rag Pickers. Rag pickers and homeless will collect plastic waste, and in return, municipal corporation will offer

them food.

10. District Administration Udhampur (Jammu and Kashmir) launched a helpline, “Jeene Do”. to improve sex ratio and deal with

defaulters of Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques PCPNDT Act under Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme. Mobile

Number 9469793363 has been dedicated to the public to register complaints regarding sex determination during prenatal

checkups.

11. E-Commerce Major Amazon launched an Indian Institute of Technology Joint Entrance Examination (IIT-JEE) preparation app

called JEE Ready, as Amazon’s first product in the edtech sector in India.

12. General Conferences (July 21 - 31, 2019) -

1. Haryana Govt. invited Nepal to be Partner Country for International Gita Jayanti Mahotsav to be held at Kurukshetra in

December 2019.



2. International Bus and Car show Prawaas 2019 held in Mumbai (Maharashtra).

3. FICCI international Seminar on ‘Nation Building Through Shipbuilding’, held at New Delhi.

4. 13th edition of the annual Global Healthcare Summit (GHS) organized by American Association of Physicians of Indian

Origin (AAPI) in Hyderabad.

5. INS Tarkash visited Russia to take part in the Russian Navy Day celebrations.

6. U.S. Embassy in Nepal organized a South Asia Air Quality Tech Camp in Kathmandu.

7. Online payment solutions provider PayPal Holdings opened a 3rd Global Technology Centre at Western Aqua at Kondapur in

Hyderabad, Telangana after Bengaluru and Chennai.

8. Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) is organising the third edition of Global Ayurveda Summit 2019 at Kochi.

9. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched a Dashboard of Department Defence Production (DDP), to help in effective

monitoring of various initiatives and schemes of the department. Dashboard is available for general public at

www.ddpdashboard.gov.in.

10. 1st ever Himalayan States Conclave hosted in Mussoorie (Uttarakhand),by government of Uttarakhand with Integrated

Mountain Initiative (IMI) as its knowledge partner. Chief guest was Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

11. 22nd National Conference on e-Governance 2019 will be held in Shillong (Meghalaya) in Aug 2019, as first time this mega

knowledge sharing event is being organized in north-eastern region. ‘Digital India: Success to Excellence’ is the theme of

event.

12. PSU EESL (Energy Efficiency Services Limited) signed MoU with New Okhla Industrial Development Authority (Noida) to

encourage Electric Vehicles (EV) in Noida, Uttar Pradesh (UP) and to install approximately 100 public charging station

across city.

13. Western Railway General Stores Depot (GSD) became first in Indian Railways to opened a heritage gallery of the printing

and allied machines used in the Western Railway Printing Press since (1948) at Mahalaxmi in Mumbai.

14. Delhi Government launched 15-day “Happiness Utsav” in over 1000 schools, To celebrate completion of a year of

introduction of its happiness curriculum.

15. University Grants Commission(UGC) released a list of 23 universities which are declared “self-styled” and “unrecognized“.

Uttar Pradesh has most 8 fake universities, followed by Delhi (7).

16. Ministry of Mines organized an interactive workshop called ‘Waste to Wealth’ in New Delhi for discussing productive

utilisation of bauxite residue, commonly known as Red Mud.

17. First International Solar Alliance (ISA) Standing Committee Meeting held in New Delhi.

18. Utar Pradesh (UP) government will install a 251-metre-tall statue of Lord Ram at Ayodhya which will become the world’s

tallest statue surpassing the record held by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s Statue of Unity in Gujarat (182-metre).

13. Goa CM Pramod Sawant announced upcoming launch of India’s first-ever ‘Water Taxis’, between Panaji and Old Goa which will

allow people to travel in inland waterways.

14. Government has set a target for the installation of Rooftop Solar projects of 40,000 MegaWatt by 2022 in India. The projects

include installation of solar panels on the rooftop of houses.

15. Govt. proposed light urban rail transit system - 'Metrolite' - in small cities and towns having lower projection of ridership, with

each train having three coaches (300 passengers capacity) and a restricted speed of 25 kmph.

1. For segregation with road traffic, fencing can be provided on either side of network.

2. Metrolite platforms will not have AFC gates, platform screen doors, X-ray and baggage scanner.

3. Maximum operational speed of the Metrolite is 60 KMPH.

16. Gujarat topped in area of solar rooftop installations, with total 261.97 megawatts (MW) of installed rooftop solar capacity. Total

rooftop solar installations in India is 1700.54 MW as of now.

17. HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched a Scheme called “Paramarsh” of University Grants Commission (UGC),

which aims at mentoring National Accreditation and Assessment Council (NAAC) accreditation aspirant institutions to develop

quality assurance in Higher Education.

1. Scheme will be implemented through a “Hub & Spoke” model where mentor institution -called ‘Hub’ has the responsibility of

guiding mentee institution (through secondary branches ‘Spoke’) for self-improvement.

18. ICMR’s National Institute for Medical Statistics have launched National Data Quality Forum (NDQF) to improve quality of

health and demographic data in India.

1. It seeks to generate meaningful dialogue around improvement of data quality, for health and medical research in particular.

It will integrate learnings from scientific and evidence-based initiatives and guide actions by periodic workshops and



conferences.

19. IIT Kharagpur partnered with Tata Medical Center for setting up an image data bank for cancer patients & in particular, radio

oncology (controlled use of radiation to treat cancer), called Comprehensive Digital Archive of Cancer Imaging (CHAVI).

20. IIT Kharagpur researchers developed an application called CARE4U that connect caregiver to elderly person, which can detect

whether elderly has fallen down. If there is a fall, app calls caregiver and emergency services along with providing exact location of

elderly person.

21. Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Calcutta signed Seperate Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Carleton University

(Canada) and Montpellier Business School (France) to promote advancement in teaching, research, cultural understanding.

22. Infosys co-founder Nandan Nilekani introduced a new platform “Sahamati” based on a new class of non-banking financial

institutions called the account aggregator (NBFC-AA) model. This will work as consent brokers, which will take users permission

to access their financial accounts, aggregate and organize all their financial information in one place.

23. Madhya Pradesh Assembly passed Madhya Pradesh Public Service (Reservation for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and

Other Backward Classes) Amendment Bill 2019 for increasing reservation in government jobs and education for Other Backward

Classes (OBC) to 27% from present 14%.

1. Bill will now go to the governor and president for assent. With this, reservation in state will touch 73% (breach of 50% cap

mandated by Supreme Court) including 10 percent quota for Economically Weaker Section from general category.

24. Maharashtra became first state to adopt an Automated Multi-modal Biometric Identification System (AMBIS) i.e. digital

fingerprint and iris scanning system to help police investigations. AMBIS is updated version of Automated Fingerprint

Identification System (AFIS), which has been used by Indian law enforcement agencies to search finger and palm prints.

25. Microsoft acquired data privacy, governance service firm BlueTalonm which helps enterprises set policies for how their

employees can access their data.

26. Minister of State for Culture and Tourism, Prahlad Singh Patel announced to include remaining 02 languages from 8th  Schedule

of Indian Constitution - Nepali and Santhali in Sub-Field of Field “Literature” in scheme component ‘Award of Senior/Junior

Fellowships to Outstanding Artistes in the Fields of Culture’.

1. “Literary Arts” is one of Fields under this Scheme where candidates can apply for research in 22 languages as their Sub-Field.

27. Ministry for Labour & Employment had launched PENCIL (Platform for Effective Enforcement for No Child Labour) Portal

(pencil.gov.in), to resolve Complaints of Child Labour. So far, Over 360 complaints have been resolved. It was launched in

September 2017.

28. Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) announced that all lanes in all toll fee plazas on National Highways across

country as dedicated ‘FASTag lanes‘ from 1 December 2019. FASTag aims To ensure seamless traffic and prevent congestion at toll

plazas.

1. Among all lanes, only one hybrid lane (where FASTag and other modes of payment will be accepted) will be allowed at every

toll plaza.

2. After 1 December 2019, non-FASTag users will be charged double fees if they pass through FASTag-only lanes.

3. FASTag is an electronic toll connection device which is installed in vehicle to help drivers to drive through toll plazas without

having to stop. FASTag uses radio frequency identification (RFID) technology to enable direct toll payments while vehicle is

moving.

29. NITI Aayog partnered with Facebook-owned WhatsApp to support growth of a robust ecosystem to promote women

entrepreneurs in India. WhatsApp will partner with Women Transforming India (WTI) awards 2019 which is a flagship initiative

of NITI Aayog. WTI winners will be provided support amounting to $100000.

30. National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) and Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) signed agreement to form a joint

venture (JV) company to set up an 800 MW Technology Demonstration Plant (TDP) at NTPC’s existing power plant in Sipat,

Chhattisgarh. Based on Advanced Ultra Super Critical (AUSC) technology, It will be an efficient and environment-friendly coal-

fired power plant.

31. National Traders Welfare Board will be set up by commerce and industry ministry, to improve availability of funds for traders

and to reduce compliance burden. The board will consist of 15 member.

32. Nishagandhi Monsoon Ragas Music Festival organised by Kerala Tourism in Thiruvananthapuram. It marks state’s successful

entry into music tourism and seeks to attract more tourists to Kerala. Eminent classical musicians Parassala B Ponnammal and T

V Gopalakrishnan have been selected for inaugural Nishagandhi Sangeetha Puraskaram. It carries a cash prize of Rs 1.5 lakh,

citation and memento.



33. Northeast Frontier Railway zone started a unique initiative to earmark a special portion of the SLR coach with pink colour, to

help women passengers with better safety and security.

34. Odisha Govt. renamed State Assembly Secretariat building as ‘Lok Seva Bhavan’.

35. Odisha received GI tag for its version of Rasgulla, a year after west Bengal got the GI tag for its version of Rasagola in November

2017. Odisha had been claiming GI tag for the sweet since a few years. GI registry based in Chennai, issued formal certification to

Odisha Small Industries Corporation Limited (OSIC) for “Odisha Rasagola".

1. Origin of Rasgulla sweet has been a matter of discord between Odisha and West Bengal for a few years. 

2. GI tag is a name used on certain products that relates to a specific geographical location or origin. It ensures that no one

besides the authorised users is allowed to use the product name. 

36. RBI has imposed a penalty on two online payment solutions providers - Mobikwik Systems and Hip Bar for non compliance of

regulatory guidelines. Mobikwik has been slapped a fine of Rs 15 lakh while Hip Bar Pvt Ltd faced a fine of Rs 10.85 lakh.

37. Researchers from IIT Kanpur and Lucknow based Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI) designed a novel molecular

framework to destroy superbugs (a bacteria that is resistant to drugs and estimated to kill 10 million people worldwide by 2050).

1. This Framework helps drugs to affect the germs after contact with them, thus preventing them from multiplying.

2. Scientists used Staphylococcus aureus, bacteria found in nostrils upper respiratory tract and on the skin of nearly 30%

people.

38. Scientists led by Duke University in US and National University of Piura in Peru discovered fossils of world’s smallest monkey in

Amazon forests. Team found 18 million years old fossil teeth, which is related to the small monkey of a new species.

39. Supreme Court ordered central government to make a special court in each district having more than 100 cases pending under

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. These courts will be funded by centre government and will be

established under a central scheme.

40. West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee launched a unique initiative called ‘Didi Ke Bolo’ (Tell your sister) campaign to reach out to

people of State. It is devised to entertain voters’ regarding various issues for which phone number (9137091370) and website

www.didikaybolo.com are also launched.

41. West Bengal government signed MOU with British Council for improving English Speaking skills of students studying in

Polytechnic Colleges in state.

Top

Persons

1. Obituaries (July 1, 2019) -

1. Jaya Arunachalam - Noted Indian social worker and founder of Working Women’s Forum (WWF).

2. Rakesh Shukla - Former Indian Cricketer.

3. Basant Kumar Birla - Noted Industrialist.

4. Sudarshan Agarwal - Former Uttarakhand Governor.

5. A. U. Celestine - Former India footballer (goalkeeper) from Tamil Nadu.

6. Fernando J. Corbató - Noted American Comuter Scientist who invented computer password.

7. Soumendranath Kundu - Former Bengal and Railway Cricketer.

8. Joao Gilberto - Noted Brazilian musician and songwriter, known as Father of Bossa Nova.

9. Fernando De la Rúa - Former Argentina President. He attracted voters with his image as an honest statesman and later left

the country plunged into its worst economic crisis.

10. Rip Torn - Noted Emmy winner American Actor.

11. M J Radhakrishnan - Noted Malayalam cinematographer.

12. Lt Gen Joginder Singh Goraya - Noted 1971 Indo-Pak war Hero. He was Awarded Maha Vir Chakra in and Kirti Chakra.

13. Pernell Whitaker - Noted American Boxer. He was Former Olympic boxing gold medallist (1984).

14. Johnny Clegg - Noted South African singer and songwriter.

15. Swarup Dutta - Noted Bengali actor.

16. Raja Dhale -Noted Indian Dalit Rights activist. He co-founded Dalit Panther, a militant organization dedicated to fighting

for Dalit rights.

17. Sheila Dixit - Former Chief Minister of Delhi. She was longest-serving female chief minister of any Indian state, serving for a

period of 15 years from 1998 to 2013.
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18. Cesar Pelli - Noted argentine architect who designed New York’s World Financial Center and Kuala Lumpur’s(Malaysia)

Petronas Twin Towers.

19. Yukiya Amano (Japan) - Longest Serving Director-General of International Atomic Energy Agency.

20. Peter McNamara - Noted Australian tennis Player.

21. Li Peng - Former Chinese premier. He was also known as the "Butcher of Beijing" for his role in the Tiananmen Square

crackdown.

22. Rutger Hauer - Noted Dutch film actor.

23. Beji Caid Essebsi - Tunisia's first democratically elected President.

24. Attoor Ravi Varma - Noted Malayalam poet and translator.

25. Donkupar Roy - Former Meghalaya Chief Minister.

26. Jaipal Reddy - Former Union Minister, Served as Minister of Information and Broadcasting in 1998.

27. M. K. Seetharam Kulal - Noted Tulu-Kannada playwright and writer.

28. VG Siddhartha - Founder of Café Coffee Day Chain. He is believed to have committed suicide due to being too debt-ridden

2. Persons Resigned / Retired (July 2019) -

1. Rahul Gandhi resigned as President of Political Party Indian National Congress (INC).

2. Indian Cricketer Ambati Rayudu announced his retirement from all forms of Cricket.

3. Netherlands' (Dutch) Footballer Arjen Robben announced his retirement.

4. Pakistani Cricketer Shoaib Malik announced his retirement ODI cricket.

5. England Footballer Peter Crouch announced his retirement.

6. England Cricketer Jade Dernbach Announced His Retirement From International Cricket.

7. Nigerian footballer John Obi Mikel announced retirement from international football.

8. Ramush Haradinaj Resigned as prime minister of Kosovo (a partially recognized state and disputed territory in Southeastern

Europe).

9. Zimbabwe Cricketer Solomon Farai Mire announced his retirement from cricket across all formats, after suspension of

Zimbabwe Cricket by ICC.

10. HD Kumaraswamy resigned as Karnataka CM after Congress-JD(S) coalition government lost trust vote in Karnataka floor

test. Floor test took place after 15 rebel legislators submitted their resignation to speaker of house and two independents

withdrew their support to Congress-JD(S) coalition.

11. Sri Lanka Cricketer Nuwan Kulasekara announced retirement from international cricket.

12. Pakistan bowler Mohammad Amir retired from Test cricket.

13. Sri Lankan Cricketer Lasith Malinga announced his retirement from ODI cricket.

14. Patrice Evra - French professional footballer Retired from football.

15. Indian Cricketer Y. Venugopal Rao announced his retirement from all forms of cricket.

3. Tarun Chaudhri became 1st pilot of Indian Armed Forces (IAF) to do a Wing Suit Skydive Jump, accomplished from altitude of

8500 feet from a Mi-17 helicopter.

4. Visits from India (Jul 21 - 31, 2019) -

1. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh visited Mozambique (East Africa) -

1. Its first-ever visit of Defence Minister of India to Mozambique.

2. India handed over Two Fast Interceptor Boats (FIBs) to Mozambican navy.

3. India and Mozambique signed 2 MoUs to strengthen defence cooperation. MoUs include an agreement on sharing

white shipping information and another on co-operation in the field of Hydrography.

2. President Ram Nath Kovind Visited West African Nations Benin, Gambia and Guinea.  This visit is the first-ever visit of Head

of State/Head of Government of India to each of the three countries.

1. Benin -

1. India and Benin signed four MoUs on education, health and e-visa facilities. The signing of the agreement on

mutual exemption of visa requirement for holders of diplomatic and official passports and agreement on the fresh

line of credit of 100 million US dollars by India to finance development projects in Benin.

2. India also extended free tele-education courses to over 15,000 Beninese students and tele-medicine courses to

1,000 doctors and paramedics in Africa.

2. Gambia -



1. India offered Gambia a grant of US dollars 500,000 in support of skill development and cottage industry project.

In addition, the two sides also signed and exchanged a MOU on Cooperation in the field of Traditional Systems of

Medicine and Homeopathy.

5. Visits to India (Jul 21 - 31, 2019) -

1. Min Aung Hlaing, Chief of Myanmar Defence Services Visited India.

2. Khalid Al-Falih, Minister of Energy, Industry and Mineral Resources of Saudi Arabia and Chairman of Saudi Aramco Visited

India.

3. Christian Feichtinger, Executive Director of International Astronautical Federation (IAF) Visited India.

Top

Science

1. A rare snail species called ‘Scaly-Foot Snail’ (also known as Sea Pangolin) found at only three spots on Indian Ocean floor near

Madagascar has become the 1st species to be officially declared threatened due to deep-sea mining.

1. IUCN added over 7000 species to its endangered Red List, which now has over 28000 listed as facing extinction. More than

500 deep-sea bony fish and molluscs have been added to list for 1st time.

2. A ‘smart agri copter’ has been developed by Researchers at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras to eliminate manual

spraying of pesticides in agricultural fields, allowing spraying pesticides 10 times faster with 100% accuracy than manual spraying.

It can carry 15 liters of pesticide, fitted with advanced multispectral imaging camera that helps to identify crop health by using

imaging camera.

3. Indian Researchers at Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences (ARIES) in Nainital (Uttarakhand) discovered 28

new variable stars in Milky Way galaxy, using 3.6-meter powerful Devasthal Optical Telescope (DOT). This is the first time

variable stars have been found in NGC 4147, in the constellation of Coma Berenices.

1. NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) discovered new dwarf star and planetary system named as TOI 270,

located about 73 light years away from Earth, and in the constellation Pictor.

4. Indian Space Research Organisation launched Chandrayaan 2 from Satish Dhawan Space Center at Sriharikota (Andhra

Pradesh), onboad GSLV MkIII-M1 Vehicle.

1. Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle GSLV MkIII-M1 successfully launched 3840 kg Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft into

earth orbit. Spacecraft is revolving round earth with a perigee (nearest point to Earth) of 169.7 km and apogee (farthest point

to Earth) of 45475 km.

2. Chandrayaan 2 will land at a place near South Pole of Moon, to carry out scientific experiments to explore the unexplored

terriroty on Moon.

3. Now, several orbit manoeuvres will be carried out using Chandrayaan-2’s onboard propulsion system. This will raise

spacecraft orbit in steps and then place it in Lunar Transfer Trajectory to enable spacecraft to travel to vicinity of Moon.

4. GSLV Mk III is a three-stage launch vehicle developed by ISRO. The vehicle has two solid strap-ons, a core liquid booster

and a cryogenic upper stage. The vehicle is designed to carry 4 ton class of satellites into Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit

(GTO) or about 10 tons to Low Earth Orbit (LEO).

5. Chandrayaan-2 is India's second mission to the moon. It comprises a fully indigenous Orbiter, Lander (Vikram) and Rover

(Pragyan). The Rover Pragyan is housed inside Vikram lander.

6. After leaving earth orbit and on entering Moon's sphere of influence, the on-board propulsion system of Chandrayaan-2 will

be fired to slow down spacecraft. This will enable it to be captured into a preliminary orbit around Moon. Later, orbit of

Chandrayaan-2 around moon will be circularised at 100 km height from lunar surface.

7. Lander will separate from Orbiter and enter into a 100 km X 30 km orbit around Moon. Then, it will perform a series of

complex braking manoeuvers to soft land in South polar region of Moon on September 7, 2019.

8. Rover will roll out from lander and carry out experiments on lunar surface for a period of 1 lunar day, which is equal to 14

Earth days. The mission life of lander is 1 lunar day. Orbiter will continue its mission for 1 year.

9. Orbiter ha a lift-off weight of about 2,369 kg, while lander and rover weighed 1,477 kg and 26 kg respectively. Rover can

travel up to 500 m and relies on electric power generated by its solar panel for functioning.

10. Mission cost is approx 978 Crores INR.

11. ISRO will next launch its first solar mission Aditya-L1 in first half of 2020, as first dedicated scientific mission to study Sun’s

corona. It aims to put Aditya-L1 satellite (800-kg) into a halo orbit around Lagrangian point L1 of Sun and Earth system. The

L1 point is situated at a distance of about 1.5 million km from earth.
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1. Satellite will carry 7 payloads including the main payload Visible Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC). It will study

dynamic nature of sun’s outer most layers, corona, and chromosphere and collect data about Coronal Mass Ejections

(CME).

5. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare banned antibiotic Colistin as well as its formulations for food producing animals, poultry,

aqua farming and animal feed supplements, in a bid to preserve drug’s efficacy in humans.

1. Colistin is a valuable, last-resort antibiotic that saves lives in critical care units. It is effective against most Gram-negative

bacilli. It is also known as polymyxin E.

2. In recent years, medical professionals have been alarmed by number of patients who have exhibited resistance to this drug.

3. Ban has been imposed under provisions of section 26A of Drugs and Cosmetics Act 1940.

6. Researchers discovered Dracaena cambodiana, a dragon tree species in Dongka Sarpo area of West Karbi Anglong District in

Assam. This is 1st time a dragon tree species has been reported from India, which yields dragon’s blood- a bright red resin. The

plant resin is used since ancient times as medicine, varnish, body oil, incense and dye.

7. Researchers from Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bengaluru discovered Proahaetulla antiqua, a new vine snake species. This is

an ancient species which is endemic to southern Western Ghats is thought to have evolved around 26 million years ago during

mid-Oligocene. Vine Snakes get their names due to their slender bodies and vine-like appearances.

8. Researchers from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Hyderabad developed a Dye-Sensitised Solar Cell (DSSC) which is based

on New Fuchsin (NF) dye with aqueous electrolyte and platinum-free counter electrodes.

1. Currently, most familiar solar cells today are made up of Silicon (Si) and can be seen in various overhead panels and other

places. However, this technology is limited by huge fabrication costs as Si processing is very expensive and involves very high

temperature methods that leave a large carbon footprint.

2. To get around limitations of using Si, IIT Hyderabad team started working on solar cells based on organic materials for

photovoltaic technology, which were supposedly inexpensive and easy to fabricate.

3. New Fuchsin is an inexpensive dye available off-shelf in most supermarkets in India, and in its purest form costs $2 per

gramme.

9. Researchers from Technion - Israel Institute of Technology have created an algorithm rather than a machine called Ramanujan

Machine to honor prominent Indian mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan. Machine attempts to automatically generate

conjectures in the form of mathematical formulas that we can analyze, and hopefully, prove to be true mathematically.

1. Conjectures are a major step in the process of making new discoveries in any branch of science, particularly mathematics.

2. Typically, people provide the input and the algorithm finds the solution. The Ramanujan Machine reverses the process. So if

a constant such as π is fed into the machine, it will generate a series whose value would lead towards π (pi).

3. Shr. Ramanujan was born in 1887 in Chennai. He independently compiled almost 3,900 identities and equations.

Top

Sports

1. 2019 Hall of Fame Open Men's Tennis (Newport, USA) -

1. Singles - John Isner (United States). Its John's 4th Hall of Fame Title. He defeated Alexander Bublik (Kazakhstan)

2. Doubles - Marcel Granollers (Spain) AND Sergiy Stakhovsky (Ukraine)

2. 2019 Hamburg European Open Men's Tennis Title -

1. Singles - Nikoloz Basilashvili (Georgia), defeated Andrey Rublev (Russia)

2. Doubles - Austria's Oliver Marach AND Jürgen Melzer

3. 21st Edition of Commonwealth Table Tennis Championships held at JawaharLal Nehru Indoor Stadium in Cuttack (Odisha). 12

Nations participated in the event. Winners -

1. Event Winner

Men’s Singles Harmeet Desai (India)

Women’s Singles Ayhika Mukherjee (India)

Men’s Doubles Anthony Amalraj & Manav Thakkar (India)

Women’s Doubles Pooja Sahasrabudhe & Krtittwika Sinha Roy (India)

Mixed Doubles Sathiyan Gnanasekaran & Archana Kamath (India)

2. Medal Tally -

1. Rank Country Gold Silver Bronze Total

1 India 7 5 3 15

2 England – 2 3 5
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3 Singapore – – 6 6

4 Malaysia – – 1 1

5 Nigeria – – 1 1

4. 3rd edition of Khelo India Youth Games will be held in Guwahati (Assam) between 18-30 January 2020.

1. Khelo India 1st edition was held in New Delhi in 2018, while Pune hosted 2nd edition in 2019.

2. Khelo India games are National level multidisciplinary grassroots games held for two categories-Under-17 years and Under-

21 students.

3. Every year best performing 1000 participants are given an annual scholarship of INR 5,00,000 for 8 years to prepare them

for international sporting events.

5. World Aquatics Championships 2019 held in Gwangju (South Korea). Sevral New world records were formed during the event -

1. British swimmer Adam Peaty broken world record in men’s 100 metre breaststroke at the . He smashed previous record of

57.10 seconds set by himself in 2018.

2. Kristof Milak (Hungary) brpoe Michael Phelps' long-standing world record in the 200 metres butterfly, with timimg of

1:50.73 (Phelps had time of 1:51.51).

3. USA's Caeleb Dressel broke Michael Phelps World record in 100 metres butterfly, with 49.50 seconds time.

6. Ashish Kumar won gold medal at Thailand Open International Boxing Tournament 2019. India won 1 gold, four silver and three

bronze at the event.

7. Chinese tennis great Li Na and France’s Mary Pierce and Yevgeny Kafelnikov of Russia were inducted into Tennis Hall of Fame.

They all are two-time Grand Slam singles champions.

8. Cricket Association of Puducherry (CAP) became newest associate member of Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI).

9. FIFA awarded FIFA under 20 Women World Cup 2020 (10th edition) hosting rights to Nigeria. It will be first ever FIFA U-20

Women's World Cup in Africa. While, India was earlier named as host of 2020 U17 Women’s World Cup host.

10. ICC announced blueprint of Inaugural ICC World Test Cricket Championships 2019-2021 -

1. It will begin with Ashes series between Australia and England in August 2019.

2. India will begin its World Test Championship campaign with its two-match Test series against the West Indies in August

2019. Final will be played in England in June 2021.

3. 9 top-ranked teams in the ICC Test rankings will be competing in the World Test Championship.

4. Teams will be required to play six bilateral test series each against mutually chosen teams during World Test Championship.

3 of test series will be played at home, remaining 3 away. Teams will be facing just six teams, instead of eight.

11. Indian boxers remained at top with 9 medals (7 gold and 2 silver) at 23rd President’s Cup Boxing Tournament 2019 in Labuan

Bajo (Indonesia). Notably, Noted Indian Boxer MC Mary Kom defeated Australia’s April Franks to win Gold.

12. Misc. Sports Events (July 2019) -

1. Indian pro boxer Vaibhav Yadav became World Boxing Council (WBC) Asia silver Welterweight Champion after winning title

bout held in Pattaya (Thailand), defeating Fahpetch Singmanassak of Thailand.

2. Odisha will host 21st Commonwealth Championship 2019, in Cuttack.

3. Spain won Under-21 European Championship title, after beating Germany in Italy.

4. 34th Hyderabad Sailing Week National Ranking Multi-Class Championship 2019 held in Hyderabad (Telangana). It is held

every year in cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad.

5. Indian team (Pankaj Advani and Laxman Rawat) lost to Pakistan in final of IBSF Snooker World Cup in Doha (Qatar).

6. Odisha will host 21st Commonwealth Table Tennis Championship in Cuttack, Between July 17 - 22, 2019.

7. Indian field and track athletes won 10 Medals (5 gold, 4 silver and 1 bronze) at Qasanov Memorial Meet at Almaty in

Kazakhstan. Gold Medals - Mohammed Afsal (men's 800m), Gagandeep Singh (men's discus throw), Navjeet Kaur Dhillon

(women's discuss throw), MD. Salahuddin (men's triple jump), Sahil Silwal (men's javelin throw).

8. India's Para-athlete Toran Yadavwon 3 silver medals at 4th World Wealth Yoga Championship in Bulgaria.

9. India's Arinjita Dey won silver medal in World Youth Karate Cup held in Umag (Croatia).

10. India’s first Grandmaster and five-time World chess champion Viswanathan Anand became mentor for Indian edition of

chesskid.com, a US-based chess platform.

11. Indian Professional boxer Vijender Singh Beniwal won his 11th consecutive win in US professional Boxing (United States)

against Mike Snider (US).

12. Olympic silver medallist British Boxer Amir Khan won WBC international welterweight title, after knocking out Australian

Billy Dib.



13. International Shooting Sport Federation approved India to host ISSF World Cup stages in New Delhi in March 2020.

14. Medalists at XXII Tatyana Kolpakova international athletics meet in Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan) -

1. M. Sreeshankar - Men’s triple jump (Gold).

2. Mohammed Salahuddin - Men’s triple jump (Gold).

3. Sahil Silwal - Men’s javelin throw(Gold).

15. Table Tennis Player Sharath Kamal voted Sportsperson of the Year in Indian Oil Sports Conclave.

16. India wrestler Vinesh Phogat won her second consecutive gold in 53 kg, at Yasar Dogu International in Istanbul.

17. India's Anahat Singh and Neel Joshi won girls’ U13 and boys’ U17 title respectively at Dutch Junior Open squash tournament

in Amsterdam (Netherlands).

18. India's Arjun Bhati won Future Champions Golf (FCG) Callaway Junior World Golf Championship 2019, defeating Taiwan’s

Jeremy Chen with 199 strokes in California (USA).

19. Indian archer Deepika Kumari won silver at Ready Steady Tokyo test event for 2020 Olympic Games held in Tokyo (Japan).

20. Indian Former athlete P T Usha nominated for International Association of Athletics Federations Veteran Pin for her long

and meritorious service to cause of World Athletics.

21. Wolverhampton Wanderers Beat Manchester City to Win Premier League Asia Trophy Football Title.

22. Boxer Shiva Thapa became India's first gold-medallist at Kazakhstan President's Cup boxing tournament,. Making his

international debut in newly-introduced Olympic category of 63kg.Thapa's opponent, Kazakhstan's Zakir Safiullin, had to

pull out due to injury.

23. India's Ravinder Kumar Malik won Mr. South Asia title, winning 12th South Asian Bodybuilding and Physique Sports

Championship in Kathmandu (Nepal).

24. Shane Lowry (Ireland) won British Open 2019 Golf, as his first major Golf title.

25. North Korea won 2nd edition of Intercontinental Cup football tournament, defeatig Tajikistan in finals in Ahmedabad

(Gujatat). Participamts were North Korea, Tajikistan, India and Syria.

1. During the event, Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju unveiled All India Football Federation (AIFF) Golden Baby Leagues

Handbook 2019-20. He also renamed ‘AIFF Baby Leagues’ to ‘AIFF Golden Baby Leagues’, with focus laid for ages

under 6 to under 12.

26. India’s silver medal in the mixed relay event at Asian Games 2018 will be upgraded to gold after Bahrain’s Kemi Adekoya was

given a 4-year ban for failing a dope test by Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU). India's mixed relay team comprising Hima Das,

Mohammad Anas, Arokia Rajiv and M R Poovamma had won silver at Jakarta Asian Games 2018. Bahrain’s mixed relay

team had won gold.

27. Prithu Gupta (aged 15 years), became India’s 64th Grandmaster by beating Germany’s Lev Yankelevich during Portuguese

League 2019.

28. India's Rani Banga won gold medal in Rope exercise and a silver medal in clubs exercise at annual Championship held at

Holon, Israel.

29. Abhay Singh and Tanvi Khanna won men's and women's titles respectively in 6th Bengal Open squash tournament.

30. Filipino boxer Manny Pacquiao claimed WBA welterweight championship 2019 by defeating Keith Thurman of US.

31. BCCI approved Indian Cricketers Association (ICA), which is not affiliated to Federation of International Cricketers’

Association (FICA) and is only open to former men and women cricketers.

32. Egan Bernal became 1st Colombian to win Tour de France Cycling Title in Paris (France). 22 year old Bernal has also become

the youngest rider to win this race in 110 years.

33. Cricket Advisory Committee (CAC) led by Kapil Dev will chose India's new Head Cricket coach, to replace outgoing Ravi

Shastri.

34. Chandigarh received affiliation from the Board of Control for Cricket in India(BCCI) after nearly four decades. After getting

BCCI affiliation, Chandigarh Cricket Association-Punjab recently decided to merge with Union Territory Cricket Association,

paving way for Union Territory to be recognised as a separate entity.

35. Indian Olympic Association (IOA) pulled out of Commonwealth Games Federation general assembly meeting, to protest

against dropping shooting from 2022 Birmingham Commonwealth Games.

36. For the first time in Olympic Games’ history, Table Tennis Mixed Doubles event added in a new Tokyo 2020 Olympics

Games. India will be represented by Manika Batra and Sharath Kamal.

37. Bhakti Kulkarni retained her title in 46th National Women Chess Championship 2019 in Karaikudi (Tamil Nadu).



38. American Athlete Dalilah Muhammad has set new world record in 400m hurdles women’s athletics at U.S. Championships

athletics, clocking 52.20 sec (ahead of previous record of 52.34 sec) by Russia’s Yuliya Pechonkina in 2003.

39. Tamil Nadu's Jerlin Anika won gold medal in World Deaf Youth Badminton Championships held in Taipei. She won 1 gold, 2

silver and 1 bronze.

40. Cricketer Prithvi Shaw suspended by Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) for 8 Months, till November 15, 2019 for

violating anti-doping code. He consumed a prohibited substance included in over-the-counter cough syrup.

41. International Cricket Council named two new umpires in Emirates ICC Elite Panel of Umpires for 2019-20 seasons - Michael

Gough (England) and Joel Wilson (West Indies).

13. RedBull Racer Max Verstappen (Belgian-Dutch) won German Grand Prix 2019 -

1. Formula 1 Season 2019 -

1. Round Grand Prix Winner date

1 Australian Grand Prix Valtteri Bottas (Finland) 17 March

2 Bahrain Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton (UK) 31 March

3 Chinese Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton (UK) 14 April

4 Azerbaijan Grand Prix Valtteri Bottas (Finland) 28 April

5 Spanish Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton (UK) 12 May

6 Monaco Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton (UK) 26 May

7 Canadian Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton (UK) 9 June

8 French Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton (UK) 23 June

9 Austrian Grand Prix Max Verstappen (Belgian-Dutch) 30 June

10 British Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton (UK) 14 July

11 German Grand Prix Max Verstappen (Belgian-Dutch) 28 July

12 Hungarian Grand Prix  4 August

13 Belgian Grand Prix  1 September

14 Italian Grand Prix  8 September

15 Singapore Grand Prix  22 September

16 Russian Grand Prix  29 September

17 Japanese Grand Prix  13 October

18 Mexican Grand Prix  27 October

19 United States Grand Prix  3 November

20 Brazilian Grand Prix  17 November

21 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix  1 December

Top
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