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Appointments

1. Sayyid Haitham bin Tariq al Said has been named as New Ruler of Oman, after earlier ruler Qaboos bin Said Al Said passed

away.

2. Former Prime Minister Zoran Milanovic won Croatia’s presidential elections.

3. Hillary Rodham Clinton has been appointed as first female Chancellor of United Kingdom’s Queen’s University.

4. Pedro Sánchez has been re-elected as prime minister of Spain.

5. Umaro Cissoko Embalo won presidential elections in Guinea-Bissau (West Africa).

Top

Awards

1. 77th Golden Globe Awards (Hosted in California (US)) -

1. Best Motion Picture - 1917 (Drama), Once Upon a Time in Hollywood (Musical or Comedy)

2. Best Performance in a Motion Picture (Drama) -

1. Actor - Joaquin Phoenix for Joker

2. Actress - Renée Zellweger for Judy

3. Best Performance in a Motion Picture (Musical or Comedy) -

1. Actor - Taron Egerton for Rocketman

2. Actress - Awkwafina for The Farewell

4. Best Supporting Performance in a Motion Picture -

1. Supporting Actor - Brad Pitt for Once Upon a Time in Hollywood

2. Supporting Actress - Laura Dern for Marriage Story

5. Best Director - Sam Mendes for 1917

6. Best Foreign Language Film - Parasite (South Korea)

7. Best Animated Feature Film - Missing Link

8. Best Television Series -

1. Drama - Succession

2. Musical or Comedy - Fleabag

2. Agricultural Scientist M S Swaminathan and social worker Gutta Muniratnam are chosen as first recipients of ‘Muppavarapu

Venkaiah Naidu National Award for Excellence’ and ‘Muppavarapu National Award for Social Service’’.

1. National Award for Excellence was instituted by Muppavarapu Foundation, while one for Social Service was launched by

Swarna Bharat Trust. Each award carries a cash prize of Rupees Five Lakh and citation.

3. Indian Writer Jasbinder Bilan won UK based Costa Children’s Award 2019, for her debut novel ‘Asha and the Spirit Bird’. It

Includes 5,000 pounds as prize money. Costa Children’s Award is awarded annually in 5 categories - First Novel, Novel,

Biography, Poetry and Children’s Book.

4. Portuguese footballer Cristiano Ronaldo has been awarded by 11th Dubai Globe Soccer Awards 2019 as best men’s player of year.

England's Lucy Bronze was awarded the best women’s player of the year.
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5. Prince William Arthur Philip Louis (Duke of Cambridge) announced Earthshot Prize, to honor visionaries working to solve

environmental problems, from climate change to air pollution. Earthshot Prize will be awarded to five winners, every year, for the

next 10 years. Prize is initially handled by Royal Foundation of Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, headed by Prince William and

Kate Middleton.

Top

Books

1. Home Minister Amit Shah released book 'Karmyodha Granth', written on life of PM Narendra Modi.

2. Malayali novelist A Sethumadhavan’s first novel in English, titled ‘The Cuckoo’s Nest’, has been published.

Top

Committees

1. Government formed a 7-member group of ministers (GoM) headed by Defense Minister Rajnath Singh to review crop insurance

scheme (Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)), and make suggestions to improve it.

2. Group of Ministers (GoM) chaired by  Home Minister Amit Shah has approved Expressions of Interest (EOI) and Share Purchase

Agreement for privatization of Air India. GoM also approved a Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS) & also a debt restructuring

plan for Air India.

3. Home minister Amit Shah will head Group of Ministers (GOM) to discuss and examine the proposed National Tariff Policy 2016.

The policy, if implemented, will bring a major reform in stressed power sector. It is being opposed by state govts and discoms

(Distribution Companies) due to clauses like penalties for load shedding.

Top

Days

1. Jan 10 is observed as World Hindi day, being celebrated world wide since 2006. The language is spoken by ovrer 43 core people

globally.

1. Note that National Hindi Day is different from World Hindi Day. It is celebrated on September 14 every year.

2. September 14 was selected as National Hindi Day as it was the birth date of Beohar Rajendra Simha, an Indian schola.

2. Jan 4 is observed as World Braille Day. It marks birth anniversary of Louis Braille, the inventor of Braille, a written language for

blind people.

3. Jan 6 is observed as Journalists’ Day in Maharashtra, in memory of Noted journalist Balshastri Jambhekar, who is also known as

‘The Father of Marathi Journalism’.

4. Jan 9 is observed as Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, established in 2003. It marks contribution of overseas Indian community in

development of India. It also commemorates return of M K Gandhi from South Africa to India on 9 January 1915.

Top

Defence

1. India and Oman Navies will hold joint exercise Naseem-Al-Bahr (Means Sea Breeze), being conducted since 1993.

1. Also, Al Najah (Means Success) is name of Joint army exercise conducted between India - Oman. Ex Eastern Bridge is joint

Air Force exercise.

2. India deployed INS Vikramaditya in North Arabian Sea where China and Pakistan are holding a naval drill in North Arabian Sea

called Sea Guardians.

1. Earlier In September 2019, Indian Navy drove out a Chinese PLA in India’s Exclusive Economic Zone and warned that such

activities will be dealt sternly.

3. India will erect non-cut steel fence in sensitive areas of Pakistan and Bangladesh borders, after security agencies detected Afghan

fighters along India-Pakistan border.

1. First steel fence is to be erected across 7-km stretch in Assam’s Silchar, the border across Bangladesh. After erection, the

border is to be analysed by Border Security Force. Apart from steel fences, there are plans to implement LASER fences across

the two borders.
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4. Indian Air Force formally inducted light utility aircraft Flight Inspection System (FIS) Dornier 228 into the No. 41 ‘Otters’

Squadron. Contract was signed by Indian Air Force for purchasing 14 Dornier aircraft in 2015, which are flight inspection system

planes, for Rs 1,090 Crore from Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).

5. Indian Army will sign MoU with Russia to procure AK-203 assault rifles. Under this, around 1 lakh rifles are to be received

directly from Russia and 6.5 lakh will be manufactured in India. Rifles will be manufactured at Korwa in Uttar Pradesh by a joint

Venture (JV) called Indo-Russian Rifles Private Limited (IRRPL). Of the JV, 50.5% is to be owned by India and 49.5% by Russia.

6. India’s first Chief of the Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat has proposed creation of an integrated Air Defence Command to

boost the security of India’s skies. He has proposed June 30 as the deadline to submit proposal for same. He also suggested setting

up of common 'logistics support pools' to enable jointness and synergy in tri-services.

7. India’s first indigenous aircraft carrier Vikrant will be commissioned in early 2021. Vikrant is currently under phase three of

construction, by Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL).

8. Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas successfully landed on INS Vikramaditya, becoming the first indogenously made aircraft to

make an arrested landing on a naval ship. Other countries with this capability are US, China, UK, Russia and France.

Top

Economy

1. 2 Indian private sector Banks Axis Bank and ICICI Bank will close their operations in Sri Lanka, after Central Bank of Sri Lanka

permitted to do so.

2. AI Powered National Stock Exchange (NSE) knowledge Hub inaugurated in New Delhi, to assist insurance, banking and financial

services. Learning modules in the hub will help in understanding the stock exchange and its functioning better.

3. According to an RBI Report, current account deficit (CAD) decreased to 0.9 % of gross domestic product (GDP) or $6.3 billion

in July-September 2019 quarter due to economic slowdown that helped country improve its export and import balance sheet.

1. It was 2.9 % of GDP or $19 billion in corresponding quarter of 2018-19. Reduction in CAD is primarily due to low trade

deficit of $ 38.1 billion as against the trade deficit at a high of $ 50 billion in 2018.

2. In first half of FY 20, CAD was 1.5 % of GDP ($ 84.3 billion), compared to 2.6 % ($ 95.8 billion) in first half of last (2018-19).

4. Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd (APSEZ) will buy 75% stake in Krishnapatnam Port Co. Ltd (KPCL) at an enterprise

value of 13500 crores. Krishnapatnam Port is located in southern Andhra Pradesh and is a multi-cargo facility.

5. As a First, HDFC Bank launched myApps, a suite of white-label apps that will enable urban local bodies including Smart cities

and municipalities, housing societies, clubs or gymkhanas and religious institutions to completely digitise their ecosystem. Bank

will offer a customised app as a value-added service in addition to its complete suite of banking products.

6. As per data by Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India

rose 15% to $26 billion in first half of FY2020. Singapore was largest source of FDI in India during the period, with $8 billion

investments.

1. Singapore was followed by Mauritius ($6.36 billion), US ($2.15 billion), Netherlands ($2.32 billion), Japan ($1.78 billion).

7. CSO (Central Statistics Office, Ministry of Statistics and Programme implementation) released first advance estimates of GDP

numbers for FY 2019-20 -

1. GDP growth is estimated at 5% for 2019-20 as against 6.8% in 2018-19, decelerating due to decline in the growth of

manufacturing sector.

2. Manufacturing sector grew at 2% in 2019-20, compared to 6.9% in 2018-19.

3. Core and industrial sectors showed 11-year drop in GDP growth. 8 core industries in India include crude oil, electricity,

refineries, coal, cement, natural gas, electricity and fertilizers. 

4. Estimates are based on growth in first two quarters.

8. Competition Commission of India (CCI) released its report on “Market Study on E-Commerce in India. According to report -

1. Number of internet users have increased from 45 crores in 2017 to 66 crore in 2019. This is primary reason for the fast

growth of E-Commerce sector. Revenue from the E-Commerce sector is growing at the rate of 51%.

2. In July 2018, number of online transactions in E-Commerce sector was 1 to 1.2 million per day.

3. E-Commerce Sector was established in 2009. There are around 5000 E-commerce start-ups as of now.

9. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman released report of task force on National Infrastructure on Pipeline (NIP) 2019-2025. The

task force was headed by Atanu Chakraborty (Secretary in Department of Economic Affairs).

1. Report says that between 2020 and 2025, Govt has plans to invest 102 lakh crores rupees by 2025 and make India a 5

trillion-dollar economy. Out of expected  expenditure of 102 lakh crores, projects worth Rs 42.7 lakh crore (42%) are under
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implementation, projects worth Rs 32.7 lakh crore (32%) are in conceptualization stage and rest are under development.

2. Total capacity of Indian Energy Sector is 356 GW, Out of this, thermal constitutes 66%, renewable energy constitutes 22%,

hydro sector constitutes 13% and nuclear around 2%. Vision for 2025 is raise capacity to 619 GW of energy by decreasing

thermal energy to 50%, increasing renewable to 39%, hydro to 9% and maintaining nuclear energy at same level.

3. Transport -

1. Current freight traffic of Indian Railways is at 33%. Govt will add 30% of net cargo by 2025 and will increase private

trains to 500.

2. There are 12 major ports in India, with capacity 2 billion tons, which is to be increased to 2.5 billion tons.

3. India ranks 3rd in aviation sector, aiming to improve to 2nd position. 

4. Agriculture -

1. Currently, Food Corporation of India has installed 7.25 lakh metric tons of silos, which is to be increased to 100 lakh

MT.

2. Area under irrigation is 68 million hectares, to be increased to 85 million hectares by 2025. Micro irrigation that covers

15% of irrigated area is to be increased to 28%.

5. Digital Infrastructure -

1. India ranks second in terms of mobile phones with 119 crore mobile subscribers, aimed at ranking one. Currently,

internet penetration in the sector is 40% and the aim is to increase this to 80%.

2. Around 25% of urban and 18 % rural households have drinking water in their premises, which Under Jal Jeevan

Mission, is to be increased to 100% by 2024.

6. Government also decided to remove Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) to promote digital payments, with all digital

transactions using RuPay or UPI facing no additional charges from January 1, 2020.

10. Finance Ministry retained interest rates on its small savings schemes (SSS) of the post office for the fourth quarter of the

financial year(FY)  2019-20 (January - March 2020). Rates arew -

1. Scheme Interest Rate

Public Provident Fund (PPF) 7.9%

National Savings Certificate (NSC) 7.9%

Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP) 7.6%  (113 months maturity)

Sukanya Samriddhi Account 8.4%

5-year Senior Citizens Savings Scheme 8.6%

Savings Deposit 4.0%

Term Deposits (1-5 year maturity) 6.9 %-7.7 %

5-year Recurring Deposit 7.2%

11. Financial Firm Paytm launched all-in-one QR (Quick Response) for merchants across India, to enable traders to get unlimited

payments across country at zero percent fees through Paytm wallet, Rupay Cards & all UPI (Unified Payments Interface ) based

apps directly.

1. Paytm also unveiled a new service ‘Paytm Business Khata’, which promotes Paytm merchant partners to maintain digital

ledgers of all their customer transactions including cash and credit.

12. Germany Based Financial Firm Deutsche Bank projected that Indian economy will reach $7 trillion by 2030, in its report

“Imagine 2030”. According to report, India will grow with Nominal GDP growth rate of just over 10% in next decade, with

economy presently valued at $3 trillion.

13. Gross GST revenue collected in December 2019 is 103184 crores (CGST - 19962 crores, SGST 26792 crores, IGST 48099 crores

and Cess 8331 crores).

14. HDFC received approvals from Competition Commission of India (CCI), RBI and IRDAI to acquire 51.2% stake in Apollo Munich

Health Insurance Company. Apollo Munich will be merged with and into HDFC Ergo, subject to approval from National Company

Law Tribunal. Value of deal is Rs. 1,347 crore in which HDFC will acquire 50.8%.

15. Insurance Regulator IRDAI mandated all general and health insurance companies to offer a Standard Health Insurance Product

(SHIP), aimed at taking care of basic health needs, carrying similar policy wordings and enabling seamless portability among the

insurers. SHIP of each insurer will have nomenclature of Arogya Sanjeevani Policy followed by the insurer’s name.

16. PM Narendra Modi released 3rd installment of Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM Kisan) worth 12000 crores,

benefitting over 6 crore farmers.  Toll-free number - 155261 was also launched on the occasion, for beneficiaries of PM-Kisan

yojana.

1. PM Modi also distributed Agriculture Minister’s Krishi Karman Awards for Progressive Farmers.



17. RBI approved Shivalik Mercantile Co-operative Bank's transition into a Small Finance Bank (SFB), under “Scheme on voluntary

transition of Urban Co-operative Bank into a Small Finance Bank” issued in September 2018.

1. On being satisfied that applicant has complied with requisite conditions (within 18 months), RBI would consider granting it

a licence for commencement of banking business under Section 22 (1) of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 as a SFB.

18. RBI enabled selected banks in India to offer round-the-clock (24×7) trading in Indian rupee to allow Indians to safeguard their

foreign exchange (Forex) risks at any time (changed from current window of 9 AM - 5 PM). This will also make offshore currency

markets in countries like Dubai & Singapore less attractive for Indian investors.

19. RBI launched the MANI (Mobile Aided Note Identifier) application for visually challenged persons to identify new currency notes

that were launched after demonetization. MANI application scans currency notes using camera and gives audio output in Hindi

and English. However, the application does not detect genuine or counterfeit notes.

20. RBI revised its supervisory framework for Urban Co-operative Banks (UCBs), aiming to expedite resolution of UCBs

experiencing financial stress. UCBs may be placed under supervisory action framework under following conditions -

1. Net Non-Performing Asset (NPA) exceeds 6% of its net advances.

2. Capital to Risk (Weighted) Assets Ratio (CRAR) falls below 9%.

3. Incurs losses for two consecutive financial years.

21. SBI announced ‘residential builder finance with buyer guarantee’ (RBBG) scheme, to push residential sales and improve

homebuyers’ confidence. SBI will issue a guarantee for completion of select residential projects to customers who have availed

home loans from it, with focus on affordable housing projects priced up to 2.50 crore rupees in 10 cities initially.

1. Under RBBG, guarantee would be given by bank till project gets occupation certificate (OC).

22. Securities and Exchange Board of India tightened noose around corporates, stating to issue INC (Issuer not cooperating) ratings

if companies are not cooperating with credit rating agencies (CRAs) on disclosure of loan defaults.

1. Last year in November, Sebi had mandated listed companies to make public disclosure on stock exchanges about default in

payment of interest obligations on loans, including revolving facilities like cash credit from banks or financial institutions

beyond 30 days.

2. Companies are also required to disclose default in case of unlisted debt securities such as non convertible debentures within

24 hours.

Top

International

1.  India will place stricter quality standards for importing of 371 items, from March 2020, to curb imports of non-essential items

such as toys, plastic goods, sports items, and furniture, especially from China.

2. 'They’ has been chosen as Word of the Decade by linguists in USA, aiming to recognize growing use of third-person plural

pronouns in a singular form to refer to those who do not identify with either male or female gender.

3. Andhra Pradesh government signed loan for INR 711 crores with Kfw (Germany Development bank) for expanding climate-

resilient Zero-Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) in state. ZBNF already covers about 1.28 lakh hectares in 3011 villages of Andhra

Pradesh, and assistance from KFw will help cover 2 lakh hectares in addition. Helpline number “1800 599 3366” was also

launched for enquiries related to insurance scheme.

4. As per a survey published by Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) -

1. 3 of world’s 10 fastest-growing urban areas are in Kerala, While Malappuram tops the list, Kozhikode ranks fourth and

Kollam 10th.

2. Malappuram recorded 44.1% rise in population between 2015-2020, while Can Tho (Vietnam) saw its population increase by

36.7%. Suqian (China), ranks 3rd with 36.6 % growth in population.

3. Kerala’s cultural capital Thrissur features at number 13.

5. China declared that its giant paddlefish often called as ‘Panda of the Yangtze river’ or ‘Chinese swordfish’ has become extinct, due

to decades of overfishing. The last confirmed sighting of the paddlefish was in 2003.

6. Henley passport Index 2020 -

1. Indian passport ranked at 84th spot in world’s most powerful passports list, a drop by 2 places as it ranked 82nd in 2019.

2. Top 4 - Japan (1), Singapore (2), Germany and South Korea (3), Finland & Italy (4).

7. India extended line of credit of USD 75 million to Cuba for financing solar parks, as per an agreement signed between Export-

Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) and Banco Exterior De Cuba in July 2019.
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8. India has been listed as 5th biggest Geo-political Risk of 2020, as per a Eurasia Group report. The report states ‘Top 10 Risks’ of

the -

1. RIGGED!: WHO GOVERNS THE US?

2. THE GREAT DECOUPLING

3. US/CHINA

4. MNCS NOT TO THE RESCUE

5. INDIA GETS MODI-FIED

6. GEOPOLITICAL EUROPE

7. POLITICS VS. ECONOMICS OF CLIMATE CHANGE

8. SHIA CRESCENDO

9. DISCONTENT IN LATIN AMERICA

10. TURKEY

9. International Energy Agency (IEA) launched India’s Energy Policy Report (1st edition), in collaboration with NITI Aayog.

1. Oil demand of India will overtake China by mid-2020, making India more vulnerable to supply disruption in middle east.

2. Oil demand will reach 6 million barrels per day by 2024. India is third largest consumer of oil after China and US. India

imports 80% of its oil needs. Of this, 65% are from middle east through Strait of Hormuz.

3. India is 4th largest oil refiner, and plans to increase refining capacity to 8 million barrels per day by 2025.

4. India's strategic petroleum reserves maintain emergency fuel store of 5.33 metric tonnoes, which can fulfil demand of

country for 10 days. 3 such oil storage reserves are located at Padur, Mangalore and Vizag. 2 more are to be built at

Chandikhole and Bikaner.

10. International Meteorological Organisation released State of Climate Report for 2019.

1. As per report, climate change claimed 1659 lives in India in 2019. Bihar reported highest deaths due to extreme weather

events.

2. 2019 is 7th warmest year since 1901.

11. Iran announced complete withdrawl from JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action) nuclear deal, after US troops killed

General Qassem Soleimani.

1. In 2018, US had walked away from this nuclear deal. However, other participants such as Russia, China, European Union,

France, Germany and UK tried to keep agreement alive. According to the deal, Iran curbed its nuclear programme in

exchange to relief from sanctions.

12. Iran's top military commander Qasem Soleimani has been killed by a US air strike in Iraq, at Baghdad airport. US Prez Donald

Trump accused him of being responsible for deaths of millions of people.

13. Iran’s parliament passed a bill designating all US forces as terrorists, after US forces killed top Iranian military commander

Qasem Soleimani in a US airstrike in Iraq. Qasem Soleimani was head of Quds Force of Iran's Islamic Revolution Guards Corps.

The incident has escalated tensions between US and Iran. 

14. Pacific Island Nation Palau became first country to ban sun cream that is harmful to corals, banning common ingredients used in

cosmetics including oxybenzone. The Rock Islands in the Palau is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The country has banned 10

ingredients that harm coral reefs.

15. To observe 200th birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale, World Health Organization designated 2020 as the “Year of Nurse

and Midwife”. WHO will also launch World Nursing Report in 2020, as first of its kind.

1. Florence Nightingale was an English Social reformer born in 1820. She organized camps for wounded soldiers and also

served as a manager of nurses during the Crimean War. She was called “The Lady with the Lamp” for making rounds on

wounded soldiers.

2. Also, International Nurses Day is being celebrated in her honor, Every year on May 12.

16. UAE validated Multi-entry Tourist Visa which would be valid for 5 years, available for all nationalities visiting UAE. It aims to

boost UAE’s tourism economy.

17. Uber Technologies and automaker Hyundai Motor teamed up to develop electric air taxis, aiming to launch Uber Air by 2023 and

urban air mobility service in 2028. Hyundai is first carmaker to join Uber’s air taxi project.

18. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) released its year-end report, which termed past decade as a ‘Deadly Decade’ for

children in conflict with over 170000 grave violations against children since 2010. Report stated that attacks on children increased

by almost three-fold since 2010. Syria, Mali and Yeman are at top among nations witnessing most attacks on children.

19. World Bank released its Global Economic Prospect report. According to it -



1. World is expected to grow economically at the rate of 2.5%, as lowest prediction since 2008-09.

2. Advanced economies are to slip their growth by 1.4% as manufacturing sector continues to soften. US is expected to grow at

1.8% and European Union at 1% in 2020.

3. Predominantly, growing economies are located in South and South East Asia.

4. Growth in South Asia is expected to rise by 5.5% in 2020.

5. Report predicts India’s growth rate at 5% and 5.5% in next year (2020-21).

20. World Bank released its study on how FDI flows are affected in world due to automation, concluding that automation will disrupt

flow of capital from rich to poor countries. Poor countries can gain from automation if adopted at right time.

1. It reports that during 2004-2015, High Income Countries (HIC) saw highest FDI outflows. Later, it reached saturation and

began to decline.

2. Study found that FDI flows from a HIC to a LIC (Low Income Countries) reduced as automation increased.

Top

Meetings

1.  3rd international symposium of Marine Ecosystems-Challenges and Opportunities (MECOS) held in Kochi (Kerala), conducted

by Marine Biological association of India. It act as a platform for experts to discuss on climate crisis, unusual warming of Arabian

Sea, ocean acidification, etc.

2. 107th Indian Science Congress Held at University of Agricultural Sciences (UAS) Bengaluru (Karnataka), with theme Science and

Technology: Rural Development.

1. Farmers Science Congress, Children Science Congress and Women Science Congress were held alongside. For the first time,

Farmers Science Congress was held on sidelines of Indian Science Congress.

2. PM Modi launched I-Stem portal during the inauguration. I-STEM is Indian Science, Technology Engineering Facilities

Map. It will act as a gateway for the researchers and users to locate facilities that are required for their research and

development work.

3. Nobel Laureates who participated in event include German Physicist Stefan Hell and Ada E. Yonath from Israel.

Top

National

1. 2nd phase of Mission Indradhanush 2.0 rolled out at block level in 35 districts of Uttar Pradesh. The program was launched by

central government in 2017 to achieve 90% vaccination coverage in children of less than 2 years in state. Intensified Mission

Indradhanush 2.0 will be conducted till March 2020.

2. 4th edition of ‘Buxa Bird Festival’ held at Buxa National Park in West Bengal’s, district Alipurduar.

3. A turtle rehabilitation Centre will to be set up in Bihar’s Bhagalpur forest, which will shelter more than 500 turtles. It will help in

monitoring rescued turtles before releasing them into rivers. Bhagalpur was chosen as Flow of water in River Ganga in Bhagalpur

is ample. There are number of sandbanks in region that act as ideal breeding ground for the turtles.

4. Airports Authority of India (AAI) will set up 3 water aerodromes in Andaman & Nicobar Islands, as first-of-its-kind in country.

AAI intends to develop water aerodromes in Long Island, Swaraj Island and Shaheed Island. These are part of 10 water

aerodromes that Govt intends to develop.

5. Andhra Pradesh CM Jagan Mohan Reddy launched Amma Vodi Scheme in Chittoor, as one of 9 flagship programmes of Andhra

Government, called Navratanalu.

1. The scheme is first of its kind in country, aiming at benefitting school students studying in classes I to XII (both public and

private).

2. Under this, students belonging to Below Poverty Line will get Rs 15,000 per annum, on ensuring 75% attendance of child.

3. State Government has allocated Rs 6318 crores under the scheme.

6. As per Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA), 8 states have finalised their action

plan to boost agricultural exports. States are Maharashtra, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, Nagaland, Assam, Tamil Nadu, Punjab and

Karnataka.

1. Agricultural Export Policy was introduced in December 2018, aiming at doubling agricultural exports from 30 billion USD to

60 billion USD by 2022.

2. It was needed because India’s share in global agricultural exports is merely 2.2%.
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7. As per Bureau of Energy Efficiency's notified energy performance standards for Room Air Conditioner (RACs), The 24 degree

celsius default setting has been made mandatory from Jan 1, 2020 for all room air conditioners covered under ambit of BEE star-

labelling program.

1. Additionally, Indian Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (ISEER) as per new standards will range from (3.30 - 5.00) for split

and (2.70 – 3.50) for window air conditioners, which will be applicable from 1st January 2021 onwards.

2. BEE star labelling program for Room Air Conditioners now covers both fixed and inverter RAC up to a cooling capacity of

10,465 watts (2.97 TR).

8. As per Ministry of New and Renewable Energy year end review, over 150 GW of renewable energy has been installed so far in

India.

1. Under KUSUM initiative, around 17 lakh solar powered agricultural pumps were installed.

2. Under Phase II of Grid Connected Roof top Solar Programme, 40000 MW of Roof Top solar power target was set.

3. Under Wind-Solar hybrid policy, 1440 MW of capacity was installed.

4. In 2015, Govt had set a target to install 175 GW of renewable energy by 2022. It includes 60 GW from wind, 100 GW from

solar, 5 GW from small hydro power and 10 GW from solar. To achieve this, Govt had set up Ultra Mega Renewable Energy

Power Parks (UMREPP) under Solar Park Scheme.

9. Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) launched State Energy Efficiency Index 2019, in association with Alliance for Energy Efficient

Economy, tracking progress of Energy Efficiency initiatives in 36 states / UTs.

1. Karnataka, HP, Haryana and Puducherry are best performers.

2. Manipur, Jharkhand, Rajasthan and Jammu and Kashmir are at bottom.

3. This year, BEE has included Energy Conservation Building Code as one of its indicators, developed by BEE under guidance

of United States Agency for International Development.

4. First such Index in country was released in August 2018.

10. Cabinet Approvals (Jan 08, 2020) -

1. MOUs -

1. Mongolia - Exploration and Uses of Outer Space for Peaceful and Civilian Purposes

2. France - Migration and Mobility Partnership Agreement

3. Sweden - Polar Science

4. United Kingdom - Enabling Energy Self Sufficiency for Indian Railways

5. Memorandum of Cooperation between India and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) on cooperation in field of

Health. 

2. General Approvals -

1. Approved to confer status of Institution of National Importance to Institute of Teaching and Research in Ayurveda

Jamnagar by conglomerating cluster of Ayurveda Institutes at Gujarat Ayurveda University campus (Jamnagar),

namely -

1. Institute for Post Graduate Teaching and Research in Ayurveda, Shri Gulabkunwerba Ayurveda Mahavidyalaya,

Institute of Ayurveda Pharmaceutical Sciences including Pharmacy Unit and to subsume Maharshi Patanjali

Institute for Yoga & Naturopathy Education & Research into Department of Swasthvritta of the Institute of

Teaching and Research in Ayurveda.

2. Bill to this effect is to be introduced in ensuing Session of Parliament to declare Institute of Teaching and

Research in Ayurveda, Jamnagar as Institution of National Importance.

3. CCEA Approvals -

1. Approved North East Gas Pipeline Grid, to be constructed for around 1656 km in eight states of the North East Region

(Manipur, Meghalaya, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Sikkim, Nagaland and Tripura).

1. Project is a joint venture of 5 Public sector units (ONGC, IOCL, OIL, GAIL and NRL), and is named IGGL (Indra

Dhanush Gas Grid Limited).

2. Government approved 5559 crores funding for the construction of the grid. Total expenditure is estimated at

9256 crores.

2. Approved strategic disinvestment of 4 Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) & 2 Odisha State PSUs in Neelachal

Ispat Nigam Limited (NINL). NINL is a Joint Venture company in which 4 CPSEs & 2 State PSUs have equity

shareholding.



1. CPSEs include Minerals & Metals Trading Corporation, MECON, Bharat Heavy Electricals and National Mineral

Development Corporation .

2. 2 Odisha State PSUs include Industrial Promotion and Investment Corporation of Odisha and Odisha Mining

Corporation.

11. Department of Heavy Industries sanctioned 2636 Electric Vehicle (EV) charging stations under FAME India scheme Phase II, to

be set in 62 cities in 24 states and Union Territories. Aim is to make sure at least one Electric Vehicle charging station is available

in a grid of 4 km × 4km area in the selected cities.

1. FAME India (Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid) and Electric Vehicles) phase II was launched in April 2019

with budget of Rs 10,000 crores.

12. Election Commission launched an online system that will allow political parties to track their applications, called Political Parties

Registration Tracking Management System (PPRTMS). Status of the application shall be obtained through SMS or e-mail.

13. Forbes' India 20 in 2020s List Includes names 2o people to watch for in 2020s. Some Prominent names in list -

1. Prashant Kishor (JD(U) Politician)

2. Kanhaiya Kumar (Former JNU Students’ Union president)

3. Dushyant Chautala (deputy CM of Haryana)

4. Mahua Moitra (Lok Sabha member of TMC)

5. Adi Godrej

6. Garima Arora (chef and first Indian woman to receive a Michelin star)

7. US-born Hasan Minhaj (comedian, political commentator)

8. Aditya Mittal (Group CFO and CEO, ArcelorMittal Europe)

14. General Conferences / Events (Jan 1 - 10, 2020) -

1. CISF announced observing 2020 as “Year of Mobility” for the welfare of its troops.

2. Ministry of Information and Broadcasting conferred Antarrashtriya Yoga Diwas Media Samman to 30 media houses, being

presented for the first time. International Day of Yoga is celebrated every year on 21 June.

3. Navigation facilities for visually impaired inaugurated at Chandigarh railway station in Mohali (Punjab), as fifth in country.

Mysuru Railway Station in Karnataka was India’s first visually impaired-friendly railway station inaugurated in Nov 2015.

4. 5th Asia Pacific Drosophila Research Conference held at Pune (Maharashtra).

5. Home Minister Amit Shah laid foundation stone of 200 KM Long Delhi CycleWalk, aiming to reduce air pollution of New

Delhi by least 20% by increasing number of cyckle commuters from 11 lakh to 50 Lakh. 

6. Delhi Government renamed Pragati Maidan metro station as Supreme Court metro station, as per demand made by Supreme

court in September 2019.

7. Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) developed a viable scientific method to cultivate Indian Pompano fish

in ponds, as a good alternative to shrimp. Pompanos are marine fishes. This is first scientific experiment on cultivation of

Pompano fish in India.

8. Indian Army began work on GOCO (Government Owned Contractor Operated) Model, extended to base workshops and

ordnance depots. Though, GOCO model in army workshops helps reducing government expenditure on armed forces and

increase combat capability of army, there are certain issues associated with it, which includes Assets owned by government

being operated by private industries.

9. Ministry of Agriculture stated that sowing area of rabi crops has increased by 36 lakh hectares, due to improvement in soil

moisture in Rabi growing states. Total area under Rabi crops is now 571 hectares.

10. 5th Pulses Conclave 2020 held in Lonavala (Maharashtra), held biennially.

11. Andhra Pradesh Government will deliver sand at customers’ door steps, under a new initiative. Demand for sand in the state

is 80,000 tonnes a day. It will help address issues of sand scarcity and sand mafia.

12. Jammu and Kashmir registered highest Inpatient Department (IPD) care in country, as per National Health Systems

Resource Centre (NHSRC). As per report, 96 percent IPD care in rural areas of J&K is provided by Public Health Facilities

which is highest against country’s average of 85 %.

13. Himachal Pradesh Government introduced a portal “Himachal MyGov” and become 11th state in India to have this facility.

State also launched “CM App”, as a platform through which people of can write directly to Chief Minister regarding their

complaints.

14. India participated in Tehran Dialogue Forum, 23rd Persian Gulf International Conference held in Tehran (Iran). During the

forum, India supported the Hormuz Peace initiative 2020, which seek stability in one of world’s busiest shipping lanes i.e,



Strait of Hormuz.

15. 31st International Kite Festival held at Sabarmati river front in Ahmedabad (Gujarat).

16. Indian Navy's 1st Maha-Navy Connect 2020 Tri-Dimensional Expedition held in Mumbai (Maharashtra), to promote the

maritime heritage of India and spread awareness about Coastal Security amongst coastal communities in Maharashtra.

17. Indian High Commission organized “Art Exhibition” in Dhaka (Bangladesh), to commemorate 150th birth anniversary of M

K Gandhi.

18. 2nd National GST Conference and Central and State Commissioners held in New Delhi, to streamline Goods and Services

Tax.

19. Delhi's first smog tower has been installed in south Delhi’s Lajpat Nagar market, inaugurated by cricketer-turned-politician

Gautam Gambhir. The 20-ft tall air purifier will purify air within vicinity of almost 500 - 750 meters, expected to purify

around 250000 to 600000 cubic meter air per day.

15. Government Think Tank Niti Aayog released its Draft “Model Concession Agreement for Setting Up Medical Colleges under

Public Private Partnership”, document. It suggests Public Private Partnership (PPP) model to link private medical colleges and

district hospitals, to address issues of limited resources and finances in medical education.

16. Government launched a new scheme National Animal Disease Control Programme for FMD and Brucellosis with outlay of 13343

crores for five years (2019-20 to 2023-24) by vaccinating 100% cattle, buffalo, sheep, goat, and pig population for FMD and 100%

bovine female calves of 4-8 months of age for brucellosis. It is touted to be as world's largest vaccination programme.

17. Government promulgated an ordinance to amend coal mining laws, to ease auction of coal mines.

1. Ordinance amends MMDR act (Mines and Minerals Development and Regulation act) 1957 and Coal Mines (Special

Provisions) act 2015.

2. It will enhance ease of doing business by democratizing coal sector, opening coal sector for anyone to invest. It will promote

FDI (Foreign Direct Investment).

3. The amendment will remove eligibility criteria and restrictions in order to achieve this. This also allows 100% FDI

participation.

4. CMSP act had clauses that allowed only companies that are engaged in specific end use of coal to participate in auction.

These clauses are now removed.

18. Government will allocate spectrum to all telecom operators and equipment makers for upcoming 5G trials in country, also

allowing Chinese telecom equipment maker Huawei to conduct super-fast speed 5G network trials in India.

19. Gujarat Agro Industries Corporation (GAIC) will import water-soluble fertilizers from China, named AGRO. These fertilizers are

best suited for precision agriculture. Gujarat has maximum land under drip irrigation among all states.

20. Gujarat CM Vijay Ramniklal Rupani unveiled world’s 2nd largest statue of Sardar vallabhbhai Patel in Ahmedabad (Gujarat).

This bronze statue is 50 feet tall, builting at cost of 3.25 crores.

1. World’s tallest statue known as ‘statue of unity’, dedicated to Sardar Vallabbhai Patel was built at Kevadiya in Narmada

district of Gujarat. Its height is 182 meters (597 ft), built at cost of Rs 3000 crores. It was opened on 31 October 2018 (Birth

anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel).

21. High Level Committee chaired by Home Minister Amit Shah approved additional central assistance 5908 crores to seven States

from National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) - for natural calamnities during south west monsoon 2019. States are Assam,

Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tripura and Uttar Pradesh.

22. Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) signed MoU with Wipro 3D (metal additive manufacturing (AM) business of Wipro

Infrastructure Engineering), to jointly develop aerospace components using metal additive technology (Three Dimensional (3D)

printing). 

1. 3D printing is a modern manufacturing technique, which uses solid material such as plastic or metal as ink to print or

manufacture the desired object layer by layer, also called additive printing. 

23. Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) in New Delhi, and a National Cyber Crime

Reporting Portal.

1. I4C centre was approved in October 2018 at a cost of 416 crores. It has 7 major components.

2. National Cyber Crime reporting portal will enable the citizens to report cyber crimes online.

24. Home Minister Amit Shah launched country’s first Cyber Crime Prevention Unit called the “Cyber AASHVAST” in Gandhinagar

(Gujarat).

1. Video Integration and State Wide Advance Security project called VISWAS was also launched.

2. AASHVAST unit will prevent cyber crimes with help of VISWAS and NETRANG.



25. Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) released its report on sugar intake of India, as first of its kind report in India.

1. Study says that intake of added sugar in metro cities was 19.5 grams per day, lower than level recommended by ICMR which

is 30 gram per day. Sugar intake was highest in Mumbai (26.3 g/day), followed by Ahmedabad.

2. Report also stated that overall intake of sugar by women was 20.2 g/day and that of men was 18.7 g/day.

26. Indian Railways enhanced security in major railway hubs by installing IP based video surveillance system, which is to be installed

in 983 stations at a budget of Rs 250 crores. The budget is being allocated from Nirbhaya funds.

1. Nirbhaya fund was announced in Budget 2013, with corpus of 1000 crores. Earlier -

1. Govt sanctioned 1000 crores from fund to implement women help desks in police stations. Also, anti-trafficking units

are to be set up in all districts with the funds.

2. A “Safe City Programme” was implemented at a cost of Rs 194.44 crores.

3. Govt anounced 1023 Fast track Courts to be made, for speedy disposal of cases under POCSO act and rapes.

27. Indian Railways integrated its helpline numbers into a single number - 139, for quick grievance redressal and enquiries by

passengers during their train journeys. It will take over all the existing helpline numbers, available in 12 languages.

28. Indian Railways will source 1000 MW (1 GW) of solar power and 200 MW of wind power to zonal railways by 2021-22.

1. South-Central Railways is the first to actively work on solar based projects. Nandyal – Yerraguntla section in Guntakal

Division has been declared as first solar section in South Central Railway.

2. Also, Kashmir is to be linked with the rest of India through railway network by December 2021, with a 111-km stretch of

railway link project between Katra and Banihal in Kashmir.

1. Konkan Railways is implementing agency of the project. The bridge across Chenab river, a part of this project, will be

highest bridge in world at 359 metres above river bed.

29. Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan launched K-RERA (Kerala Real Estate Regulatory Authority) to bring transparency in real estate

sector, and boost customer confidence. As per Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act 2016, State governments needs to

establish RERA for the effective regulations in real estate sectors.

30. Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) inaugurated the first “Patola Saree” production unit in Gujarat, to help cut

down cost of silk yarn production and also increase sale of raw material for Patola sarees.

1. Patola is trademark saree of Gujarat. They are highly expensive and were once worn only by royal aristocratic families. With

the new plant, the cost is expected to come down.

31. Kolkata Police began 3rd edition of its 'Sukanya' project, to provide girls with self-defence training. Girl students of VIII, IX, XI

and girls studying in the first year at educational institutions in this area will be part of it.

32. Lai Haraoba ritualistic festival observed by Manipuri meitei communities in Tripura.

33. Madhya Pradesh (MP)  Govt approved Mukhya Mantri Karmchari Swasthya Bima Yojana, to be implemented from April 2020,

for welfare of 12.55 lakh employees of state govt.

1. Under this, Rs 5 lakh for general illness and 10 lakh for critical illness & Cashless treatment facility up to Rs 10,000 per

annum in OPD (Outpatient Department) will be provided / free medicines will be distributed.

34. Maharashtra government launched a ‘cyber safe women’ campaign, on birth anniversary of Indian social reformer, Savitribai

Phule (Jan 3). it aims to spread awareness regarding atrocities committed against women and children.

1. Savitribai is considered as first female teacher of India. She along with her husband Jyotirao Phule founded first India’s girls’

school in Pune in 1848.

35. Ministry of External Affairs will set up a new division called NEST-New and Emerging Strategic Technologies, which will

investment coordination among the states and also with the foreign countries. NEST will also help India spread emerging

technologies among the states.

36. Ministry of Forest, Environment and Climate Change notified new Wetland Conservation Rules, that prohibit expansion or

setting up of colonies or industries and disposal of demolition waste within wetland areas.

1. Also, Each state and UT has to establish an authority to define strategies for wetland conservation and to the wise use of

these wetlands within their jurisdiction.

2. Wetland authority will publish list of all wetlands in States / UTs within 3 months.

37. Ministry of Steel launched Purvodaya, as a world class steel hub, aiming to accelerate development programme of eastern states.

Ministry will implement the same along with CII (Confederation of India Industries).

1. The steel hub will create 2.5 million jobs in the region, helping achieve India’s steel policy target of 300 MT by 2030.

2. 5 Eastern states (West Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha and Northern Andhra Pradesh) are rich in coking coal,

bauxite and dolomite reserves. The region also has major ports such as Haldia, Paradip, Kolkata and Vizag. Setting up a steel



hub hre will help India achieve its 5 trillion-dollar economy target fast.

38. Mizoram Government organised Zo Kutpui festival. It will move to states having Mizo population, trying to unify the Mizo

population across world.

39. On January 5 2020, Govt's Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All (UJALA) and LED Street Lighting National Programme

(SLNP) marked their 5th anniversary. These schemes are implemented by Energy Efficiency Services Limited.

1. Under SLNP, around 1.03 crore smart LED street lights were installed, reducing Green House Gas emission by 4.8 million

tonnes annually.

2. Under UJALA, 36.13 crore LED bubs have been distributed so far, helping in reducing green house gas emission by 38

million tonnes annually.

40. PM Narendra Modi dedicated 5 DRDO laboratories to country, for young scientists to boost their research capabilities. The labs

will act as a platform to identify young scientists up to the age of 35 years.

41. State Government of Odisha launched online platform called e-Gazette portal (http://egazetteodisha.nic.in), a first-of-its-kind

initiative in country. With this, Gazette notifications are now available as error-free and paperless under one platform.

42. Supreme Court stated that Right of access to internet is a fundamental right, asking administration of Jammu and Kashmir to

review curbs on internet.

1. In 2016, UNHRC (United Nations Human Rights Council) released a resolution that condemned disruption of internet

access by government.

43. Telangana Govt declared to observe 2020 as state’s “Year of Artificial Intelligence”. State will launch it’s AI program in 2020,

which will be implemented by NASSCOM and guided by AI framework document.

44. To provide free medical treatment to the poor, Andhra Pradesh Govt Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy launched “YSR

Aarogyasri scheme” at Eluru in West Godavari district. It will be extended to each district by April 2020.

1. It is aimed at providing free medical treatment to people having an annual income of up to Rs 5 lakh. Eligible people will be

given Aarogyasri cards.

2. Eligible patient will also be provided with pension ranging from Rs 3,000 – Rs 10,000 based on the disease.

45. UPSRTC (Uttar Pradesh State Road Transport Corporation) launched ‘Damini’ helpline service considering the safety of women

passengers. As the extension of ‘Nirbhaya Yojana’ the unique number “81142-77777” has been subscribed for this helpline.

46. Uttar Pradesh will become first state to start shortlisting migrants from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan, eligible for

citizenship under new Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA).

47. Vikram Sarabhai Children Innovation Center (VSCIC) will be set up in Gujarat, to nurture innovative abilities of children in state.

It was announced during Children’s Innovation Festival (CIF) in Gandhinagar (Gujarat).

Top

Persons

1. Malavath Poorna from Telangana scaled Mt Vinson Massif, highest mountain peak in Antarctica at 4,892 meters and became

first and youngest tribal women in World to scale 6 mountain peaks in six continents.

1. Poorna’,a biography of Poorna Malavath was written by Aparna Thota.

2. Poorna now aims to scale Mt. Denali which is North America’s highest mountain peak in order to achieve goal of scaling

seven mountain peaks in seven continents.

3. At age of 13 years she became youngest Indian and world’s youngest girl to scale Mt. Everest, in 2014. She scaled Mt.

Kilimanjaro (Tanzania) in 2016, Mt. Elbrus (Russia) in 2017, Mt. Aconcagua (Argentina) in 2019, and Mt. Cartsnez

(Indonesia) in 2019.

2. Visits to India (Jan 1- 10, 2020) -

1. Tharman Shanmugaratnam - Senior Minister and Coordinating Minister for Social Policies (Singapore)

Top

Science

1. Astronomers found farthest galaxy group identified as “EGS77“.

1. This Trio of galaxies dates to when universe was only 680 million years old, or less than 5% of its current age of 13.8 billion

years.
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2. EGS77 is farthest group of galaxies to have ever been sighted, discovered as part of the Cosmic Deep And Wide Narrowband

(Cosmic DAWN) survey.

3. The team was led by an Indian-origin Goa-born scientist, Vithal Tilvi.

2. China launched a new communication technology experiment satellite Tongxin Jishu Shiyan Weixing -5 (TJSW-5) by its Long

March-3B carrier rocket. Satellite will be used in communication, radio, television and data transmission, as well as high

throughput technology test.

3. Harvard University Researchers discovered a titanic wave of star-forming gases in Our galaxy Milky Way. scientists reported that

this massive structure has been hiding out in Milky Way galaxy’s spiral arm closest to Earth.

1. It’s an 50 quadrillion miles long and it’s home to tens of thousands of baby stars, with potential for countless more stellar

births.

2. The sun is just 500 light years away from the wave at its closest point.

3. The structure dubbed Radcliffe Wave contains stellar nurseries once thought to belong in a ring-shaped band around the

sun. The wave contains gases equivalent to 3 million times the mass of the sun.

4. ISRO signed pact with Indian Institute of Astrophysics to establish an optical telescope under “Project NETRA”.

1. Project NETRA was launched by ISRO in September 2019, to set up observational facilities that will help in making early

warnings to satellites about debris and hazards in their orbit. Aim is to make facilities powerful enough to track even smallest

particle of 10 cm diameter up to a range of 3400 km. This will help India detect threats to Indian satellites from debris.

2. ISRO has also set up its 4th Regional Academic Centre for Space (RAC-S) at National Institute of Technology Karnataka

(NIT-K) at Surathkal. RAC-S encourages institutions to take part in advanced research technologies related to space

technology. Othr ISRO RAC-S are in Jaipur, Guwahati and Kurukshetra.

5. ISRO will establish a 2nd launch port in Thoothukodi district in Tamil Nadu, to be used exclusively to launch small satellite

launch vehicles.

6. Indian Space Research Organization's proposed astronaut hub will be established at Challakere, in Chitradurga district of

Karnataka. It is expected to start functioning in 3 years. ISRO has prepared a proposal of Rs 2700 crore for the development of this

center.

7. LIGO (Laser Inferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory) detected gravitational waves due to collision of two neutron stars, as

2nd time the gravitational waves are being detected.

1. Mass of the neutron stars detected is expected to be 3.3 - 3.7 times that of sun. Scientists believe that the neutron stars were

formed separately and drifted together to form a star pair.

2. Currently LIGO operates 3 gravitational wave detectors at Livingston, Louisiana and Hanford. They are located 3,000 km

apart in the shape of ‘L’. LIGO India is to come up in Maharashtra. It will aim at locating gravitational waves and their new

sources.

3. Gravitational waves are caused by exploding stars, black holes, merging neutron stars. LIGO helps to detect these waves and

analyze information that they carry.

8. NASA 's TESS (Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite) discovered an Earth-sized world within the habitable range of its star,

which could allow presence of liquid water. Planet is named "TOI 700 d", which is 100 light-years away from earth.

1. Star TOI 700 is small, about 40 per cent of our Sun's size and only about half as hot. TESS discovered three planets in orbit,

named TOI 700 b, c and d. Only "d" is in the so-called habitable zone, not too far from and not too close to the star, called

Goldilocks zone. It is about 20 % larger than Earth and orbits its star in 37 days.

2. TESS also discovered an exoplanet orbiting 2 stars instead of one, identified by a high school intern Wolf Cukier. Planet's

size alone is 6.9 times larger than Earth, making it unlikely to be livable. Named TOI 1338 b, it is the only planet in TOI 1338

system, which is 1300 light-years away in constellation Pictor.

9. Scientists from University of Oxford in England (UK) shown that a starfish-like species called “red brittle star (Ophiocoma

wendtii)” living in coral reefs of Caribbean Sea, can see even though it does not have eyes (ability to exhibit extraocular vision). It

has become only the 2nd creature, after a sea urchin species, known to have this ability.

1. In both species, extraocular vision is said to be facilitated by photoreceptor cells found on their bodies.

2. While this creature is deep red during the day, it changes its colour to beige at night.

10. To provide communication support for Astronauts under Gaganyaan mission, ISRO will launch a new satellite constellation

named ‘Indian Data Relay Satellite System (IDRSS)’, similar to American Tracking and Data Relay Satellite System, European

Data Relay and Luch Satellite Data Relay Network of Russia.



1. ISRO will send 2 IDRSS satellites in Geosynchronous Equatorial Orbit(GEO), first in 2020 and 2nd in 2021. It will track

Indian satellittes in low earth orbits.

2. India’s first manned space mission, Ganganyaan in 2022 will be the first beneficiary of the IDRSS satellites.

Top

Sports

1. 1st edition of Khelo India University Games will be held at KIIT University in Bhubaneswar (Odisha) between February 22nd -

March 1st 2020. 

2. 63rd National Shooting Championship Competitions (NSCC) 2019 held at Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh), organized by National Rifle

Association of India (NRAI) & MP State Shooting Academy.

3. Harshvardhan Sadgir defeated Shailesh Shelke to win 63rd Maharashtra Kesari Wrestling Championship.

4. India's P Magesh Chandran won the title at 95th edition of Hastings International Chess Congress at  Hastings in England. He

remained unbeaten in all the nine rounds.

5. Indian Table Tennis Player Manav Thakkar has been ranked world no.1 in latest International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF)

rankings in the Under-21 men’s singles category. He achieved this after winning title at ITTF Challenge Plus Benemax-Virgo North

American Open in Markham (Canada).

1. Thakkar is 4th Indian to achieve this, after Harmeet Desai, G Sathiyan and Soumyajit Ghosh.

6. Sports Ministry approved holdihng Commonwealth Games shooting and archery events in India, to be held under aegis of

Commonwealth Games (CWG) Friendship Program in March 2022.

Top
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