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Appointments

1. AK Sikri appointed as Executive Chairman of National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).

2. Amitabh Chaudhry took charge as Managing Director and CEO of Axis Bank.

3. Government appointed Kumar Rajesh Chandra as Director General in Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB).

4. Hemant Bhargava is appointed as Acting Chairman of Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC).

5. India's Pranav R Mehta appointed as president of Global Solar Council (GSC), becoming first Indian to hold this post.

6. Jair Bolsonaro appointedas new President of South American Nation Brazil.

7. Saurabh Kumar has been appointed as Director General of Ordnance Factories (DGOF) and chairman of Ordnance Factory

Board (OFB). Indian Ordnance Factories organisation is a family of 41 Ordnance Factories, under Ministry of Defence.

8. Thottathil Bhaskaran Nair Radhakrishnan appointed as first Chief Justice of Telangana High Court.  Also, Praveen Kumar

appointed as acting Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh High Court.

9. Vinod Kumar Yadav appointed as Chairman of Railway Board, after Ashwani Lohani retired from post.

Top

 

Awards

1. 3 Indian-origin women scientists among 60 Superstars of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) awards

given by Australian government. 3 scientists are Onisha Patel, Devika Kamath and Asha Rao.

2. 3 Journalists from Tamil Nadu in named for Ramnath Goenka Excellence in Journalism Award 2018, Including M Gunasekaran,

Sandhya Ravishankar and Vijay Kumar S.

3. 3rd National Entrepreneurship Awards -

1. Award includes trophy, certificate and cash prize of IRN 5 to 10 lakhs.

2. This year, total 43 awards presented, including 39 awards for Young Entrepreneurs in different sectors and 4 awards for

Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Builders.

3. To be eligible for these awards, nominee age must be under 40 years, must be a first-generation entrepreneur and must hold

51% or more equity of business.

4. 76th Golden Globe Awards -

1. Best Motion Picture - Bohemian Rhapsody (Drama), Green Book (Musical or Comedy)

2. Best Performance in a Motion Picture (Drama) -

1. Actor - Rami Malek in Bohemian Rhapsody

2. Actress - Glenn Close – The Wife

3. Best Performance in a Motion Picture (Musical or Comedy) -

1. Actor - Christian Bale in Vice

2. Actress - Olivia Colman in The Favourite

4. Best Supporting Performance in a Motion Picture -

1. Supporting Actor - Mahershala Ali in Green Book

2. Supporting Actress - Regina King in If Beale Street Could Talk
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5. Best Director - Alfonso Cuarón for Roma

6. Best Foreign Language Film - Roma (Mexico)

7. Best Animated Feature Film - Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse

8. Best Television Series -

1. Drama - The Americans

2. Musical or Comedy - The Kominsky Method

5. Deen Dayal Veterinary University in Uttar Pradesh will set up first goat fertility lab in state under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojna at

the cost of Rs 22 crores.

6. Dharwad-based paediatrician Rajan Deshpande received Shankar Vaidya Shree Award of Dr. P.S. Shankar Pratishtan.

7. Industrial Awards (January 2019) -

1. IIT Roorkee professor Jayanta Kumar Ghoshhas been conferred National Geospatial Award for Excellence-2017 (Lifetime

Achievement Award) at Space Application Centre in Ahmedabad.

2. Andhra Pradesh government won Central Board of Irrigation and Power (CBIP) award for speedy execution of Polavaram

multipurpose project on Godavari river.

1. The Polavaram project also placed in Guinness book of world record, by pouring 32,315.5 cubic meters of concrete non-

stop in 24 hours. It surpassed record of 21,580 cubic metres which was achieved by Abdul Wahed Bin Shabib project.

8. Noted Odia Writer Manoj Das received Kabi Samrat Upendra Bhanja National Award for Lifetime Achievement in Literature.

9. Noted journalist Dinu Randive conferred with lifetime achievement award by Mantralaya and Vidhimandal Vartahar Sangh, an

association of journalists covering Maharashtra legislature and secretariat.

10. US-based Kathak dancer Anindita Neogy Anaam honoured with National Nritya Shiromani award for promoting Kathak dance

form across the world.

Top

 

Books

1. Book titled We Are Displaced: My Journey and Stories from Refugee Girls Around the World, written by Pakistani Nobel Peace

Prize winner Malala Yousafzai has been released.

2. Manohar Manoj’s book A Crusade against corruption has been released.

3. Noted actor-producer Sanjay Khan released his second book Assalamalaikum Watan.

Top

 

Committees

1. Committee under chairmanship of Umesh Sinha (Deputy Election Commissioner) to suggest modifications in provisions of the

Section 126 and other sections of Representation of PeopleS Act 1951, provisions of Model Code of Conduct and any other ECI

instruction in this regard has submitted its report.

1. Committee recommendations will help in minimizing possible interference of activities which aim at indirectly influencing

voters during valuable silence period of 48 hours provided to them.

2. Government formed a High Level Committee (HLC) for implementation of Clause 6 of Assam Accord, to be headed by M.P.

Bezbarauah. Committee will submit its report within 6 months.

1. Govt. rceently Approved setting up a High Level Committee for implementation of Clause 6 of Assam Accord and measures

envisaged in Memorandum of Settlement 2003 and other issues related to Bodo community.

1. After Assam agitation of 1979-1985 (a popular movement against illegal immigrants in Assam), Assam Accord was

signed on 15th August, 1985. Clause 6 of Assam Accord said that appropriate safeguards shall be provided to protect

culture and heritage of Assamese people. However, it has been felt that Clause 6 of Assam Accord has not been fully

implemented yet.

2. The Committee shall examine the effectiveness of actions since 1985 to implement Clause 6 of Assam Accord.

3. Ministry of Human Resource Development constituted a Task Force under Chairmanship of Jitendra Nagpal, to inquire reasons

of suicides reported in Javahar Navodaya Vidyalayas.

4. Panel headed by IIT-Hyderabad chairman B V R Mohan Reddy suggested All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) not

to allow setting up of new Engineering colleges from 2020.

1. It also Recommended to review creation of new capacity every two years.
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2. No additional seats should be approved in traditional engineering areas such as mechanical, electrical, civil and electronics

and suggests that institutes should be encouraged to convert current capacity in traditional disciplines to emerging new

technologies.

3. Panel was formed after over 50 % B.TECH. seats remaining vacant in engineering colleges across coutry for past few years.

5. RBI constituted a high-level committee under former Infosys CEO and Aadhaar architect Nandan Nilekani to suggest measures

to strengthen the safety and security of digital payments in country.

6. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a Committee under chairmanship of U.K. Sinha (former Chairman of Securities and

Exchange Board of India (SEBI)), with an aim to understand the structural bottlenecks and factors affecting the performance of

the MSMEs.

7. Security and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) constituted a Research Advisory committee which will assist in formulating policy

to undertake research relevant for development and regulation of capital markets. It will be headed by Sankar De.

8. Supreme Court suggested setting up of a three-member panel comprising of Nandan Nilekani (Infosys Co founder) and Vijay P

Bhatkar to suggest reforms for conducting of competitive examinations fairly by government bodies.

Top

 

Days

1. Jan 04, 2019 - UN 1st World Braille Day. Day was proclaimed by UN General Assembly in November 2018, as a means of

realizing human rights of visually-impaired and partially-sighted people.

2. Jan 10 - World Hindi Day. It marks first World Hindi Conference which held in 1975. It has been observed on Jan 10 since 2006.

1. Note That similar Sounding National Hindi Diwas is celebrated every year on September 14, marking adoption of Hindi as

Official Language of India, in 1949.

Top

 

Economy

1. 32nd GST Council Meeting held in New Delhi, under Chairmanship of Finance & Corporate AffairsMinister Arun Jaitley -

1. To give relief to MSME (including Small Traders), Increase in Turnover Limit for the existing Composition Scheme to INR

1.5 crores.

2. Higher Exemption Threshold Limit for Supplier of Goods - There would be two Threshold Limits for exemption from

Registration and Payment of GST for suppliers of Goods i.e. Rs 40 lakhs and Rs 20 lakhs. States will decide about one of the

limits within a week.

3. A Composition Scheme shall be made available for Suppliers of Services (or Mixed Suppliers) with a Tax Rate of 6% (3%

CGST +3% SGST) having an Annual Turnover in the preceding Financial Year up to Rs 50 lakhs.

4. Revenue Mobilization for Natural Calamities - Levy of Cess on Intra-State Supply of Goods and Services within Kerala at a

rate not exceeding 1% for upto 2 years. It was suggested by Group of States’ Finance Ministers (GoFM) led by Bihar Deputy

CM Sushil Kumar Modi.

2. According to RBI Report, number of complaints registered at banking ombudsman offices has increased to 25% owing to

increased awareness and poor internal redressal mechanisms of banks. Also, jump of 159 % (almost 110 crores) was witnessed in

volume of cyber fraud at banks in 2017-18.

3. As per First Advance Estimates of National Income 2018-19, released by Central Statistics Office (CSO) of Ministry of Statistics

and Programme Implementation -

1. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at Constant Prices (2011-12) in 2018-19 is likely to become INR 139.52 lakh crores, up from

GDP for 2017-18 of 130.11 lakh crores, showingh GDP Growth OF 7.2 % in 2018-19 as compared to the growth of 6.7 % in

2017-18.

2. Real GVA (GVA at Basic Constant Prices (2011-12)) is anticipated to increase from 119.76 lakh crore in 2017-18 to 128.09

lakh crore in 2018-19. Anticipated growth of real GVA at Basic Prices in 2018-19 is 7 % as against 6.5 % in 2017-18.

3. Per Capita Income in real terms (at 2011-12 prices) during 2018-19 is likely to become 91,921 as compared to 86,668 in 2017-

18, with increase of 6.1 %.

4. Per Capita Net National Income during 2018-19 is estimated to be 1,25,397, showing rise of 11.1 %.

4. CAG report on Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management presented. Highlights are -
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1. CAG recommended government to put in place a policy framework for off-budget financing which would specify objective,

quantum nd sources of off-budget financing. As Off-budget financial arrangements create future liability and increase cost of

subsidy due to interest payment.

5. Government amalgamated 3 Regional Rural Banks from Punjab into one - Punjab Gramin Bank, Malwa Gramin Bank and Sutlej

Gramin Bank.

6. HDFC Mutual Fund went past ICICI Prudential MF to become India's largest asset management company, with HDFC MF

managing assets to the tune of Rs 3.35 lakh crore, ahead of ICICI Prudential MF's 3.08 lakh crores.

7. ICICI Bank signed MoU with NBFC Small Business FinCredit India, to jointly provide credit worth up to Rs 1 crore to MSMEs for

a tenure of 15 years.

8. IRDAI has put penalty of INR 5 lakh on United India Insurance Co for violating norms regarding settlement of motor claims.

9. India allowed an Iranian bank, Pasargad Bank, to open a branch in Mumbai. Alongside, India’s UCO Bank will open a branch in

Iran.

10. Indian GDP Growth Projections (January 2019) -

1. Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) stated that India will remain fastest growing major economy with GDP growth

estimated to be 7.5% in FY19.

11. Jana Small Finance Bank launched a new Current Account with Auto-Sweep facility that will enable bank’s customers to auto

sweep-in and sweep-out idle funds in current account to Sweep Fixed Deposit and earn high interest. Customers will be able to

earn interest of 8.5 percent for a tenor of 365 days on sweep deposit.

12. MSME Ministry established an Export Promotion Cell to create a sustainable ecosystem for micro, small and medium enterprises

(MSMEs). Value of MSME-related export products was USD 148 Billion in 2017-18. Export Promotion Cell will aid MSME sector

through several measures.

13. MoU signed between Indian Army and Punjab National Bank on Defence Salary Package. Salient features of improved MoU are

free ‘RAKSHAK PLUS’ Scheme for serving pers and veterans, overdraft facility range from Rs 0.75 to 3.0 lakhs etc.

14. NABARD incorporated venture capital entity called NABVENTURES Ltd, to launch its early stage capital fund offer to

agriculture and rural enterprises. It aims to support agriculture and rural enterprises and fill gap of adequate institutional support

to them.

15. RBI allowed Paytm Payments Bank to restart opening new accounts for its consumers after almost 6 months of ban. Paytm

Payments Bank stopped enrolling new customers in June 2018, after an audit by RBI.

16. RBI granted NBFC – P2P (Non-Banking Financial Company – Peer to Peer) Certificate to IndiaMoneyMart, enabling it to expand

operations. IndiaMoneyMart offers loans between 10 thousands to 10 Lakhs for tenure between 3 - 36 months.

17. RBI proposed a one-time loan restructuring scheme for micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), to relief troubled small

businesses. It is applicable to stressed accounts provided total exposure does not surpass Rs 25 crores. Restructuring has to be

implemented by March 31, 2020.

18. RBI released 18th issue of Financial Stability Report (FSRM), stipulating Global and domestic macro-financial risks and current

economic scenario. It says global growth outlook for 2018 and 2019 remains steady although underlying downside risks have

risen.

1. Asset quality of banks showed an improvement with gross non-performing assets (GNPA) ratio of SCBs declining from 11.5%

in March 2018 to 10.8% in September 2018.

19. SBI Life Insurance signed bancassurance pacts with Syndicate Bank and Allahabad Bank, to offer a its insurance solutions to

customers of these Banks.

20. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) allowed custodial services in commodity derivatives market, enabling

participation of institutional investors such as mutual funds and portfolio managers in commodity derivatives market. Existing

custodians will be permitted to add commodities as an asset class and provide physical delivery of both securities and

commodities.

21. United Bank of India (UBI) and Srei Equipment Finance signed agreement for financing Micro, Small and Medium enterprises

(MSME) and agriculture sector. UBI plans to leverage co-lending model to offer credit at blended interest rate of 11-12 %.

Top

 

International

1. China passed a new law to regulate Islam and make it more compatible with socialism by Sinicizing (Informally called

Chinification) Islam.
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1. China has around 2 crore Muslims and indifference of China towards Islam was garnering it criticism.

2. Many heavy-handed measures like confiscating copies of Quran, issuing diktats to Muslims not to grow beards, and not

choose names for their wards which sound “too Islamic” have been witnessed in China.

3. To address the criticism, China brought in a law to Sinicise Islam.

2. Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) has released Democracy Index, which ranks 167 countries by 60 indicators across five

categories -

1. Index classifies countries among full democracy, flawed democracy, hybrid regime or authoritarian.

2. Index notes that threats to democracy around world have become increasingly obvious.

3. Australia and New Zealand are only full democracies in Asia-Pacific region. Only 4.5% of world’s people live in a full

democracy.

4. 8 countries - Algeria, Democratic Republic of Congo, Timor-Leste, Ethiopia, North Korea, Laos, Nepal and Sri Lanka which

have word democratic in full titles are not fully democratic.

5. India ranked 41st and placed in flawed democracies category.

3. Egypt opened West Asia’s largest cathedral near its Capital Cairo, on eve of Coptic Christmas on Jan 07. Unlike December 25,

Coptic Christians celebrate birth of Jesus Christ on January 7, following Coptic calendar.

4. Five nations - Belgium, Dominican Republic, Germany, Indonesia and South Africa assumed charge as Non-Permanent Members

of United Nations Security Council (UNSC), for 2 year terms. It is Dominican Republic’s first time on UNSC.

1. UNSC has 5 Permanent and 10 Non-permanent members. 5 UNSC Permanent members are - China, France, Russia, UK and

USA.

5. France introduced its own tax on large internet and technology companies, calling it GAFA tax, (named after Google, Apple,

Facebook and Amazon), to ensure these firms pay fair share of taxes on their massive business operations in Europe.

6. Guatemala asked UN to terminate the agreement which established International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala

(CICIG), which had mandate till 3rd September 2019.

1. Guatemala Govt reasoned that CICIG has put at risk the nation’s security, governance, and sovereignty at risk.

2. CICIG was set up as an international body to investigate serious crime in Guatemala, established in response to a request for

assistance from Guatemala to investigate illegal security groups and clandestine security organizations there.

7. Henley Passport Index (covering 199 passports and 227 travel destinations).

1. Japan retained top spot as world’s most travel-friendly passport due to its access to 190 jurisdictions.

2. India bettered from 81st in 2018 to 79th in 2019

3. Top 5 - Japan (190 countries), Singapore, South Korea (189), France, Germany (188), Denmark, Finland, Italy, Sweden

(187), and Luxembourg, Spain (186)

4. Bottom 5 - Eritrea (38), Yemen (37), Pakistan (33), Somalia, Syria (32)and Afghanistan, Iraq (30).

8. Japanese Investment firm SoftBank Group renamed its subsisdiary SoftBank Ventures Korea as SoftBank Ventures Asia, to focus

on finding artificial intelligence-related startups globally, with an emphasis on Asia.

9. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) provincial government of Pakistan declared ancient Hindu religious site of Panj Tirath in Peshawar of

North Western Pakistan as national heritage.

1. Site Panj Tirath derives its name from five pools of water in site which also has a temple. According to epic of Mahabharat,

king Pandu belonged to this area and Hindus used to come to these pools for bathing during auspicious month of Karteek.

10. Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) aSked Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to legalize Indian currency notes of denominations higher than

INR 100 in Nepal, through a written declaration. Nepal Economy holds Indian currency denominations of 500 and 1000 worth

INR 4.8 crores.

1. Before demonetisation of INR 500 and 1000 bank notes in November 2016, RBI issued a FEMA notification allowing Nepali

citizens to carry Rs 25,000 worth of such bank notes.

2. After demonetisation, circulation of new bank notes of denominations 200, 500 and 2000 was started by Indian government

but they were not legalized in Nepal which led to government of Nepal to ban usage of notes of higher denominations.

11. Pakistan decided to withdraw facility of on-arrival visas for Afghan nationals, citing suspected security risks. Now Afghan

Nationals are required to apply for a visa from Pakistan embassy in Afghanistan.

12. Sino-Indian Digital Collaboration Plaza (SIDCOP), an initiative to bring Indian and Chinese enterprises closer to each other on a

single AI enabled platform has been launched. Its a partnership between India's NASSCOM with Municipal Governments of

Guiyang and Dalian in China.



1. This platform could be useful to connect with top providers from India and help Chinese enterprises source the right solution

providers for their projects.

2. SIDCOP Dalian is accessible at  http://www.sidcop-dalian.com/Dalian/index.html

3. SIDCOP Guiyang is accessible at http://www.sidcop-guiyang.com/Guiyang/index.html

13. Sri Lanka Central Bank stated that Reserve Bank of India (RBI) agreed to provide USD 400 million under a swap arrangement to

boost Sri Lanka's reserves.

14. Standard Chartered Plc Global Economic forecasts -

1. China would become largest economy by 2020, based on purchasing power parity exchange rates and nominal GDP.

2. Indonesia will break into the top 5 economies by 2020.

3. India’s growth would accelerate to 7.8% by 2020s. China’s growth would moderate to 5% by 2030 reflecting a natural

slowdown given size of the economy.

4. Share of Asia in global GDP which is about 28% would further increase to 35% by 2030.

15. Tropical Storm Usman hit Philippines’ Bicol region in Manila, causing huge losses.

16. Typhoon Storm Pabuk struck Southeast asian nations Thailand, with impact in vietnam and malaysia too.

17. USA and Israel officially quit United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) amid concerns that

UNESCO fosters anti-Israel bias..

18. USA approved ‘Asia Reassurance Initiative Act’, that aims at countering encroaching influence and growing threat from China,

and to reinvigorate U.S. leadership in Asia.

1. It aims to establish a multifaceted U.S. strategy to increase U.S. security, economic interests, and values in Indo-Pacific

region.

2. It authorises spending of $1.5 billion over 5 years to enhance cooperation with America’s strategic regional allies in region.

3. It reiterates US commitment to all bilateral agreements with India.

19. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) released Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2018.

1. Human trafficking has become horrific as terrorists are using it to spread fear and gain victims to offer as incentives to

recruit new fighters. There has been steady increase in number of victims since 2010.

2. Trafficking for sexual exploitation is most prevalent in European countries and in sub-Saharan Africa and Middle East.

20. World Bank Global Economic Prospects report 2019 titled “Darkening Skies” -

1. Growth among advanced economies expected to drop to 2 % in 2019 , amid Slowing external demand, rising borrowing costs

and persistent policy uncertainties.

2. South Asia expected to grow at 7.1 per cent in 2019 driven by strengthening investment and robust consumption. Much of

contribution would come from India.

3. GDP Growth prjections for Neighbours in 2018-19 - Pakistan (3.7 %), Bangladesh (7 %), Sri Lanka (4 %) and Nepal (5.9 %).

4. Report warns sharper-than-expected tightening of global financing conditions, or a renewed rapid appreciation of US dollar,

could exert further downward pressure on activity in EMDEs (Emerging Market and Developing Economies).

5. About India -

1. India’s GDP is expected to grow at 7.3 % 2018-19, and 7.5 per cent in the following two years.

2. India would continue to be the fastest growing major economy in the world.

3. China’s growth will slow down to 6.2 % each in 2019 and 2020 and 6 % in 2021.

4. Domestic demand has strengthened as benefits of structural reforms such as GST harmonisation and bank

recapitalisation take effect. Strong domestic demand may further widen the current account deficit to 2.6 % of GDP in

2020.

5. Inflation is projected to be above the midpoint of the Reserve Bank of India’s target range of 2 to 6 %.

6. Public sector banks in India, which represent 70% of banking sector assets, still report low profitability and high non-

performing assets.

21. World Economic Forum released report ‘Future of Consumption in Fast-Growth Consumer Market – India’. Highlights -

1. India would become the world’s third largest consumer market behind only USA and China by 2030.

2. Consumer spending in India will grow from USD 1.5 trillion at present to nearly USD 6 trillion by 2030.

3. India’s top 40 cities will form a USD 1.5 trillion opportunities by 2030 and thousands of small towns will also drive equally

large spend.

4. There will also be an opportunity to unlock nearly USD 1.2 trillion of spending in developed rural areas by improving

infrastructure.



Top

 

Meetings

1. 106th Session of Indian Science Congress held at Lovely Professional University in Phagwara (Punjab). The theme of 5 day ISC

2019 is Future India: Science and Technology. It included Children’s Science Congressm 2 day Science Communicators’ Meet,

‘Women’s Science Congress’ on 5th January. Nobel Laureates who participated included - 
 

1. German-American biochemist Thomas Sudoph, who was awarded 2013 Nobel Prize in Physiology / Medicine.

2. Hungarian-born Israeli biochemist and Nobel laureate in Chemistry Avram Hershko (awarded in 2004).

3. British born physicist Frederick Duncan Michael Haldane who was awarded 2016 Nobel Prize in Physics.

4. DRDO pavilion received ‘Exhibitor of the Year Award’ at the conference.

Top

 

National

1.  General Conferences (Jan 1 - 10, 2019)

1. Indian Panorama Film Festival held at Siri Fort Auditorium in New Delhi, organized by Directorate of Film Festivals

(Ministry of Information and Broadcasting).

2. 4th edition of Raisina Dialogue held in New Delhi, with theme A World Reorder: New Geometries; Fluid Partnerships;

Uncertain Outcomes".

3. Rail Kumbh Seva Mobile App launched by North Central Railway (NCR) to help devotees arriving in Allahabad for Ongoing

Kumbh Mela 2019. It will provide valuable information to devotees and will assist them navigate through city.

4. National Conclave on Accomplishments and Way Forward for Textiles Sector held in New Delhi, during which 17 persons

were honored for contribution in different fields of textiles sector.

5. Women & Child Development Minister Maneka Sanjay Gandhi conferred National Awards to 97 Anganwadi

Workers(AWWs) for Exceptional Achievements for 2017-18, under Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) in New

Delhi.

6. 4th Australia-India Education Council Meeting (AIEC) held at Adelaide (Australia), with 7 agreements/MoUs signed

between Indian and Australian Institutions.

7. 27th edition of New Delhi World Book Fair 2019 held at Pragati Maidan (New Delhi) with theme Readers with special needs.

UAE’s third largest emirate Sharjah is guest of honour.

8. First national workshop on agri export policy held in New Delhi.

9. First ‘National Consultation on Child Protection’ 2019 held at India Habitat Centre (New Delhi).

10. Around 30 lakh women in Kerala formed Vanitha Mathil (women’s wall) that ran across state, spanning 620 Kms. It aimed

to uphold values of Kerala’s renaissance, ensure gender justice, and counter moves to turn state into a lunatic asylum.

11. PM Narendra Modi inaugurated Gangajal Project in Agra (Uttar Pradesh), aiming to improve supply of drinking water. It

aims to bring 140 cusecs of Ganga water to Agra to help in meeting drinking water demands in city. Project was launched in

2005 in collaboration with Japan International Cooperation Agency and was scheduled to be completed by March 2012. It

has missed several deadlines.

12. Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu) city traffic police launched a mobile application ‘Police-E-Eye’ for public to report on traffic

violations to police and to keep a check on the same.

13. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched a new platform called ‘Samwad with Students’, to constantly engage

youngsters across India in activities concerning space science to capture their scientific temperament.

2.  Government launched National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), to tackle Air pollution in 102 selected highly affected cities -

1. Tentative national target of 20%–30% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 concentration by 2024 is proposed under NCAP, taking

2017 as base year for comparison of concentration.

2. NCAP will be a mid-term, five-year action plan with 2019 as first year. It may be extended as significant outcomes will be

visible only in long-term.

3. There will be use of Smart Cities program to launch NCAP in 43 smart cities falling in list of 102 non-attainment cities.

3. 25 states achieved 100 percent household electrification under Centre’s ‘Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana’

(Saubhagya), upto end of 2018. Only about 10 Lakh households are left to be electrified in 4 States viz., Assam, Rajasthan,

Meghalaya and Chhattisgarh.
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4. 30th Edition of nine-day long international kite festival inaugurated ahead of Uttarayan or Makar Sankranti (day when winter

season starts changing to summer and farmers welcome the approaching harvest season) in Ahmedabad (Gujarat).

5. Agreement signed between 6 states for Renukaji Dam Multipurpose Project. Included states are Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,

Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand.

1. Renukaji Dam project has will be a storage project on Giri River (tributary of river Yamuna) in Sirmour District of Himachal

Pradesh. The project envisages construction of 148 M high rock filled dam for supply of 23 cumec water to Delhi and other

basin states. It will also generate 40 MW of power during peak flow.

2. Three storage projects are proposed to be constructed on Yamuna and two of its tributaries - Tons and Giri in Uttarakhand

and Himachal Pradesh of Upper Yamuna Basin.  These include  Lakhwar project on river Yamuna in Uttarakhand , Kishau

on river Tons in Uttarakhand and  Himachal Pradesh and  Renukaji on river Giri in Himachal Pradesh.

3. Cost of project on Price Level 2015 is 4596 Crores. 90% cost of irrigation/drinking water component will be provided by

Central Govt. and 10% to be provided by States of Haryana, UP/UK, HP, Rajasthan & Delhi.

6. Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Minister Radha Mohan Singh released recombinant Enzyme-linked immune sorbent assay

(ELISA) kits for Glanders and other Equine Infectious Anaemia. Glanders is a fatal infectious and notifiable disease of equines

including horses, donkeys and mules. ELISA technology will prove to be a milestone in the control and eradication of glanders

from India.

7. Airports Authority of India (AAI) signed MoU with Society for Applied Microwave Electronics Engineering and Research

(SAMEER) for joint research in Communication Navigation and Surveillance (CNS). It will enable transfer of skill by SAMEER in

areas of Radio Frequency, Millimetre Wave and Antenna-related solutions to AAI domain experts.

8. An MoU for sale of FASTags through petrol pumps of leading Oil Marketing Companies signed between Indian Highways

Management Company Limited and Oil Marketing Companies BPCL, HPCL and IOCL. It will expand FASTag program’s

distribution network which is presently active at selected bank branches. Its a bank-neutral FASTag which can be linked to

customers’ choice of bank accounts.

9. Andhra Pradesh Govt unveiled various welfare scheme for marginalized and economically backward Brahmins through state

Brahmin Welfare Corporation such as distribution of Cars to Unemployed Brahmin youths, loans and subsidies.

10. Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) declared 6 monuments as Monuments of national importance in 2018 These are -

1. Old High Court Building in Nagpur (Maharashtra)

2. Haveli of Agha Khan in Agra (UP)

3. Haveli of Hathi Khana in Agra (UP)

4. Neemrana Baori in Rajasthan’s Alwar district

5. Group of Temples at Ranipur Jharail in Odisha’s Bolangir district

6. Vishnu Temple in Kotali (Pithoragarh - Uttarkhand)

11. Arunachal Pradesh CM Pema Khandu inaugurated India’s longest single-lane steel cable suspension bridge over Siang River in

Upper Siang district of Arunachal Pradesh. Bridge is 300-metre-long and is known as byorung bridge. It will reduce distance

between Yingkiong and Tuting in Arunachal Pradesh by almost 40 km.

12. Asia competitiveness institute (ACI) released Ease of Doing Business Rankings for Indian states.

1. Andhra Pradesh topped the list, with Maharashtra and Delhi at 2nd and 3rd places respectively.

13. Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) and Central Public Works Department (CPWD) signed MoU to cooperate in promoting

construction of Energy Conservation Building Code (ECBC) compliant new buildings, star rating of CPWD managed buildings with

no registration or renewal fee, awareness on energy efficiency in building sector and support for capacity building of CPWD

officials in ECBC.

1. Recently, ECO Niwas Samhita 2018 an Energy Conservation Building Code for residential buildings, to push for energy

efficiency in residential sector was launched on December 14, 2018. It aims for promoting design and construction of homes

including apartments and townships to give benefits of energy efficiency to the occupants.

14. Cabinet Approvals (Jan 02, 2019) -

1. MOUs -

1. Morocco - Cooperation in Cyber Security.

2. General Approvals -

1. Approved introduction of a Bill named The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill 2018 in

Parliament for certain amendments in Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order 1950, to modify list of Scheduled Tribes

(STs) of Arunachal Pradesh.



2. Approved continuation of Rastriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram Scheme for 2017-18 to 2019-2020 with budget

outlay of 1160 crores. During 12th FYP, 8 schemes were brought under umbrella scheme of Rashtriya Yuva

Sashaktikaran Karyakram, to achieve better synergies between Schemes and improve their effectiveness. Subschemes

of RYSK -

1. Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan(NYKS)

2. National Youth Corps (NYC)

3. National Programme for Youth & Adolescent Development (NPYAD)

4. International Cooperation

5. Youth Hostels (YH)

6. Assistance to Scouting & Guiding Organizations

7. National Discipline Scheme (NDS)

8. National Young Leaders Programme (NYLP)

3. Approved restructuring of existing National Health Agency as "National Health Authority" for better implementation of

Pradhan Mantri - Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY).

1. Existing society National Health Agency has been dissolved and will be replaced by National Health Authority as

an attached office to Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.

4. Approved Amendment to Trade Unions Act 1926 to make provisions regarding Recognition of Trade Unions. It will

facilitate

1. Recognition of Trade Unions at Central and State level.

2. Ensure true representation of workers in tripartite bodies.

3. Check on arbitrary nomination of workers’ representatives by the Government.

5. Approved setting up of a High Level Committee for implementation of Clause 6 of Assam Accord and measures

envisaged in Memorandum of Settlement 2003 and other issues related to Bodo community.

1. After Assam agitation of 1979-1985 (a popular movement against illegal immigrants in Assam), Assam Accord

was signed on 15th August, 1985. Clause 6 of Assam Accord said that appropriate safeguards shall be provided to

protect culture and heritage of Assamese people. However, it has been felt that Clause 6 of Assam Accord has not

been fully implemented yet.

2. The Committee shall examine the effectiveness of actions since 1985 to implement Clause 6 of Assam Accord.

3. Composition and Terms of Reference of Committee will be issued separately by Ministry of Home Affairs.

6. Approved amalgamation of Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank, with Bank of Baroda as transferee bank and

Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank as transferor banks. It is first-ever three-way consolidation of banks in India, leading to

formation of India's second largest Public Sector Bank after SBI.

1. The scheme shall come into force on Apr 01, 2019.

2. No impact would be on wages or ranks of employees of included banks.

3. Strengths of individual banks - such as Dena Bank's relatively higher access to low-cost CASA deposits, Vijaya

Bank's profitability and availability of capital for growth, and extensive and global network and offerings of BoB

will translate into advantages for Amalgamated bank.

7. Approved Uttar Pradesh government’s proposal to rename Allahabad as Prayagraj

3. CCEA Approvals -

1. Approved continuation of 5 schemes under Umbrella Scheme for Family Welfare and Other Health Interventions

during 14 th Finance Commission period 2017-18 to 2019-20, with outlay of 2381 crores. All the five schemes are

Central Sector Schemes with 100% funding from Central Government.  These are as follows -

1. Swastha Nagrik Abhiyan(SNA) - For dissemination of information on health issues to create awareness among

citizens.

2. Free Supply of Contraceptives.

3. MIS Scheme now proposed as Health Surveys and Health Research (HSHR).

4. Social Marketing of Contraceptives.

5. Population Research Centres (PRCs)

2. Approved proposal of the Department of Commerce for including merchant exporters under Interest Equalisation

Scheme (IES) for Pre and Post Shipment Rupee Export Credit by allowing them interest equalisation rate of 3% on



such credit for export of products covered under 416 tariff lines identified under scheme. The proposal will entail

benefits of around Rs 600 crore to exporters on interest equalisation, for the remaining period of the scheme.

15. Cabinet Approvals (Jan 10, 2019) -

1. MOUs -

1. Denmark - Maritime issues

2. Japan - development of ‘Advanced Model Single Window’ and its operationalization in Central and State Governments

in India for taking administrative procedures necessary for business operations, to promote Ease of Doing Business.

3. Swaziland (now known as Eswatini) - Approved Terms of Reference (TOR) for engagement of designated Indian Expert

to provide tax assistance to Tax Inspectors Without Borders Programme between India and Eswatini.

4. France - technical cooperation in new and renewable energy.

5. Bilateral Swap Arrangement (BSA) with Japan, for maximum amount of USD 75 billion.

2. General Approvals -

1. Approved Establishment of new AIIMS at Vijaynagar (Jammu) at cost of INR 1661 crores, Awantipura (Kashmir) at

cost INR 1828 crores and Rajkot (Gujarat) at cost of INR 1195 crores. These AIIMS will be set up under Pradhan

Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY).

3. CCEA Approvals -

1. Interim budget for 2019 will be presented on 1 February during budget session of parliament, to be held from 31

January to 13 February.

16. Chhattisgarh government withdrawn general consent accorded to Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to probe cases in state,

under Section 6 of Delhi Special Police Establishment Act 1946.

1. Section 6 of Delhi Special Police Establishment Act 1946 makes consent of states mandatory for CBI to exercise its powers in

states.

2. Chhattisgarh joined West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh that have earlier withdrawn general consent for CBI to undertake

investigations.

17. Civil Aviation Ministry stated that islands in Andaman will soon be connected by airplanes that can land on or take-off from

water. Government approved flight operations on 13 water aerodrome routes under Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN) scheme.

18. Government launched Project Titled Green – Ag: Transforming Indian Agriculture for global environmental benefits and the

conservation of critical biodiversity and forest landscapes in association with Global Environment Facility (GEF).

1. It would be implemented in collaboration with Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) in Chambal Landscape (Madhya

Pradesh), Dampa Landscape (Mizoram), Similipal Landscape (Odisha), Desert National Park Landscape (Rajasthan) and

Corbett-Rajaji Landscape (Uttarakhand).

2. Green-Ag project seeks to integrate biodiversity, climate change and sustainable land management objectives and practices

into Indian agriculture.

19. Government proposed renaming Indian Forest Service as Indian Forest and Tribal Service, after Department of Personnel and

Training (DoPT) initiated an inter-ministerial consultation note to rename the service.

20. Government's commenced inter-State trade between mandis of two different States, on Flagship Program e-NAM. Earlier trade

used to happen either within the APMC or between two APMCs situated within same state. Very first Inter State transactions

carried out between e-NAM APMC of Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

1. This will helps farmers get better market access, more buyers/ traders & realise better prices for their produce.

2. E-NAM (National Agriculture Market) is a pan-India e-trading portal which seeks to network existing physical regulated

wholesale market (known as APMC market) through a virtual platform to create a unified national market for agricultural

commodities.

3. e-NAM promotes better marketing opportunities for farmers to sell their produce through online competitive and

transparent price discovery system and online payment facility.

21. HRD Ministry launched 70-Point Grading Index to assess quality of school education in states -

1. It will assess areas of deficiency in each state’s school education system so that targeted interventions can be made at every

level.

2. Iw will help states understand where they may be lagging and prioritise areas for intervention.

3. The index will assess states on a 1,000 point grading system with 10-20 points per parameter.

22. Haryana Govt. launched 11 projects aimed at revival of mythical Saraswati River and ensure regular flow of fresh water into it.
 



23. Human Resource Development Ministry approved increase of 5000 seats in Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) for Academic

Year 2019-20., taking total seats to 51000.

24. Indian Oil Corp (IOC) commissioned its INR 5151 crores worth Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) import terminal in Ennore (Tamil

Nadu), as first LNG import terminal IOC has built on its own.

25. Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) will offer insurance of up to 50 lakh for free for air passengers who

book their tickets through IRCTC portal, in tie up with Bharti-Axa. IRCTC’s service charge of INR 59 is cheapest compared with

other travel aggregators.

26. Indian Railways will replace conventional coaches with modern LHB (Linke Hofmann Busch) design coaches in all long distance

trains. Railways decided to stop manufacturing of ICF conventional coaches from 2018-19 and production of LHB coaches will be

expedited from 2017-18.

1. LHB coaches are equipped with modern technology to prevent capsizing of coaches during derailments, which caused more

damage to life and property.

2. LHB coaches provide advantages like anti-telescopic feature which do not penetrate into adjacent coaches in case of

accidents. LHB coaches also wont climb on adjacent coaches, due to use of Center Buffer Coupling (CBC).

27. Jammu and Kashmir Law Department set up a State law commission for three years, under chairmanship of M K Hanjura.

28. Kallakurichi created as 33rd district of Tamilnadu, made by bifurcating Villupuram district.

29. Kerala Forest Department allowed women to trek Agasthyarkoodam, a pilgrimage centre within Neyyar Wildlife Sanctuary which

had an unofficial ban on women entry until Kerala High Court in November 2018 ruled out gender-based restriction.

30. Kerala High Court has set a seven-day notice period for political parties and individuals to call for hartal and general strike in

State, to enable courts to examine legality of hartal call on request of citizens.

31. Maharashtra Government launched Atal Solar Krishi Pump Yojana, to reduce losses to farmers due to non-payment of electricity

bills and also promote solar energy. Government would provide solar pumps at subsidised rates for farmers.

1. Farmers with less than 5 acres will have to pay 5 % of cost of a 3 HP solar pump while farmers with over 5 acres will get a 5

HP solar pump for 30000.

32. Meghalaya CM Conrad K Sangma inaugurated project Development of North East Circuit: Umiam (Lake View) - U Lum

Sohpetbneng- Mawdiangdiang - Orchid Lake Resort implemented under Swadesh Darshan Scheme of Ministry of Tourism, as

Swadesh Darshan project in Meghalaya.

33. Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs launched 4th edition of Swachh Survekshan 2019, claimed as largest cleanliness survey. It

aims to assess cities of India on their cleanliness quotient. Swachh Survekshan 2019 will continue till January 31, results of which

will be announced in March 2019. Survey will be conducted across 4,237 towns and cities and 62 Cantonment Boards, impacting

around 40 crore people.

34. Ministry of Human Resource Development approved establishment of a Centre for Classical Language at Thunchath

Ezhuthachan Malayalam University at Tirur (Kerala).

35. Ministry of Information & Broadcasting hiked advertisement rates for print media by 25% above existing rate structure for

advertisement in print media by Bureau of Outreach and Communication (erstwhile DAVP). Last such revision was in 2013 when

an increase of 19% was announced over and above rates of 2010.

36. Ministry of Information & Broadcasting launched sharing of All India Radio News with private FM broadcasters, on free of cost

basisn and on trial basis till 31st May, 2019. Private FM broadcaster will first have to register with News Services Division : All

India Radio.

37. Ministry of Women and Child Development launched online campaign #www :  Web- WonderWomen’, aiming to discover and

celebrate exceptional achievements of women, who have been driving positive agenda of social change via social media.

38. MoU signed between IIT Bombay and PSU Oil Companies and EIL, for setting up Centre of Excellence in Oil, Gas and Energy, to

meet needs of Mission Green by encouraging Research in sector and capacity building.

39. National Green Tribunal imposed fine of INR 100 crores on Meghalaya government for its failure to curb illegal coal mining in

the state, after a committee report found that majority of mines in state were operating without a lease / licence.

40. Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik announced interest-free loans of up to Rs. 3 lakh for approx 6 lakh women self-help groups (WSHGs)

operating in state. He also launched a scheme to distribute INR 15,000 seed money per group to 3 lakh new self-help groups.

These Provisions are made under Mission Shakti.

41. Odisha Govt. launched INR 10180 crores scheme,for overall development of small, marginal and landless farmers, dubbed as

‘The Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA)’ scheme.

1. It consists of a life insurance of Rs.2 lakh for 57 lakh farmers and would grant them crop loans at zero percent interest.



2. Assistance of INR 10000 per family per annum to around 30 lakh small and marginal farmers’ families.

3. INR 5000 would be given to farmers for Rabi cultivation and equal amount will be given for Kharif Cultivation.

4. It will be implemented in three phases. In first phase, 5000 would be disbursed to farmers between January 22 and January

25, 2019. 2nd second phase will be completed by February 15.

42. PM Narendra Modi laid foundation stone for the Mandal Dam Project on North Koel River, to help over one lakh eleven

thousand hectares of agricultural land in Jharkhand and Bihar to get irrigation facilities.

1. 24 MW of electricity will also be produced.

2. It is to be completed in 30 months at estimated cost of Rs. 1622 crores. 60 % would be financed by central government as a

grant from Long-Term Irrigation Fund (LTIF) under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana (PMKSY) and 40% to be borne

by States through loan financed by NABARD.

3. Construction of Mandal Dam began in 1972 and continued till 1993. It was stalled over concerns that it threatens to

submerge portions of Palamau Tiger Reserve and Betla National Park. Central government has now approved diversion of

forest under Palamu Tiger Reserve (PTR) for construction of Mandal Dam.

43. Polavaram project of Andhra pradesh placed in Guinness book of world record, by pouring 32,315.5 cubic meters of concrete

non-stop in 24 hours. It surpassed record of 21,580 cubic metres which was achieved by Abdul Wahed Bin Shabib project.

44. Sikkim Government assured implementation of universal basic income in Sikkim by 2022, making Sikkim first state to

implement UBI.

1. Under UBI, people will be provided with a fixed amount of money irrespective of their income, resources or employment

status. Revenue Resources Include Power Surplus generated by Sikkim as it produces 2200 MW and requirement of state is

only 200-300 MW.

2. 2017 Economic Survey had proposed UBI as a conceptually appealing idea which could be a possible alternative to social

welfare programmes targeted at reducing poverty.

45. Solar Energy Corporation of India invited solar power developers to construct 7.5 GW grid connected projects in Leh and Kargil

Districts in the Jammu & Kashmir. Out of 7.5 GW, 2.5 GW will be constructed in Kargil district and 5 GW in Leh district.

46. Supreme Court has formed a 5-Judge Constitution Bench to hear Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid Case, headed by Chief Justice

Ranjan Gogoi.

1. In Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid Case 14 appeals were filed against 2010 Allahabad High Court judgment.

2. Verdict of Allahabad HC partitioned 2.77-acre land equally among Sunni Waqf Board, Nirmohi Akhara and Ram Lalla.

47. University Grants Commission (UGC) approved list of journals for “The Consortium for Academic and Research Ethics (CARE)

Reference List of Quality Journals”. CARE is tasked to scrutinise and compile list of journals for social sciences, humanities,

language, arts, culture, Indian Knowledge system etc. It would be headed by headed by the UGC Vice Chairman.

1. UGC formed the Consortium as A research paper led by Professor Bhushan Patwardhan found that 88% of 1009 journals

recommended by universities and included in white list were dubious and only 112 journals met criteria set by UGC to be

included in list. This had adversely impacted image of UGC and India at international stage.

48. Uttar Pradesh cabinet approved 0.5% cow welfare cess or ‘gau kalyan’ cess, to earn additional Rs 34 crore for constructing and

maintaining cattle shelters to accommodate at least 1,000 stray cattle per district.

49. Veer Savarkar International Airport in Port Blair (Andaman and Nicobar Islands) declared as authorized Immigration Check

post for entry into/exit from India with valid travel documents for all classes of passengers.

50. West Bengal government announced Krishak Bandhu scheme to address distressed farmers in state. State govt. will give annual

assistance of INR 5000 per acre, with a life insurance cover of INR 200000. The scheme would cost approx INR 3000 Crores.

51. Winter Session 2018 - 19 (January 2019) concluded -

1. Session Summary -

1. Productivity of Lok Sabha was approx 47% and that of Rajya Sabha was approx 27% during the current session. 17 Bills

(12 in Lok Sabha and 05 in Rajya Sabha) were introduced. The Lok Sabha passed 14 Bills and while Rajya Sabha passed

04 Bills. 05 Bills were passed by both Houses of Parliament.

2. It was planned to end on Jan 08, 2019 but was extended by one day to enable passage of 124th Constitutional

amendment bill by Rajya Sabha.

2. Bills Passed by Lok Sabha -

1. Lok Sabha passed DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill 2019, recognizing need for regulation of use

of Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) technology, for establishing identity of missing persons, victims, offenders, under

trials and unknown deceased persons.



1. Bill aims to expand application of DNA-based forensic technologies to strengthen justice delivery system of

country.

2. Bill includes establishment of DNA Regulatory Board, accreditation of DNA laboratories undertaking DNA

testing etc.

3. Bill also envisages establishment of National and Regional DNA Data Banks. Every Data Bank is required to

maintain - crime scene index, suspects’ or undertrials’ index, offenders’ index, missing persons’ index AND

unknown deceased persons’ index.

2. Lok Sabha passed Companies (Amendment) Bill 2018, to amend Companies Act 2013 and replace ordinance

promulgated in November 2018. Features Include -

1. It re-categorises 16 offences including issuance of shares at a discount, and failure to file an annual return as a

civil offence. It provides for a penalty equal to amount raised by issue of shares at a discount or 5 lakh rupees

(whichever is lower).

2. Bill increases ceiling up to which regional director can compound (settle) offences with a penalty of up to 25 lakhs

from 5 lakh rupees.

3. Lok Sabha passed New Delhi International Arbitration Centre Bill to set up a revamped International Arbitration

Centre at New Delhi, aiing to make India an arbitration hub. New Delhi International Arbitration Centre will take over

undertakings of International Centre for Alternative Dispute Resolution (ICADR). Chief justice of India is ex-officio

chairperson of ICADR.

1. New Delhi International Arbitration Centre is being set up as per the recommendation of the Justice B N

Srikrishna committee formed to identify roadblocks in the development of institutional arbitration in India.

4. Lok Sabha passed Personal Laws (Amendment) Bill 2018, that seeks to remove leprosy as a ground for divorce in five

personal laws – Hindu Marriage Act, Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, Divorce Act (for Christians), Special

Marriage Act and the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act.

5. Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2019 has been passed by Lok Sabha, which makes minority immigrants from

Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan who have entered India before December 31, 2014 eligible for Indian

citizenship.

6. Lok Sabha passed Indian Medical Council (Amendment) Bill 2018, which will allow a panel of eminent professionals to

run scam-tainted Medical Council of India (MCI) so that medical education can be regulated in best manner.

1. Bill will vest powers of council in a Board of Governors (BoG), which will have eminent medical personalities.

2. Bill seeks to replace an ordinance issued in September 2018. A separate Bill to replace MCI with National Medical

Commission is pending in Parliament.

7. Lok Sabha passed Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, known as Triple Talaq Bill. It would replace

the ordinance passed in September 2018. It makes all types of declaration of triple talaq to be void and illegal.

Declaration of Triple Talaq would be a cognizable offence, attracting up to three years’ imprisonment with a fine.

1. Cognizable offence is one for which a police officer may arrest an accused person without a warrant.

2. A Muslim Women against whom the triple talaq is pronounced is entitled to seek subsistence allowance from her

husband for herself and for her dependent children and the amount of the allowance will be determined by

Magistrate.

8. Lok Sabha passed Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill 2016, banning commercial surrogacy and allowing only altruistic

surrogacy. It protects rights of the surrogate mother and child born from surrogacy and promotes ethical surrogacy.

1. Surrogacy is defined as an agreement between a couple who cannot conceive and a surrogate mother to carry

their child.

2. The bill is applicable to all Indian states, except Jammu and Kashmir.

3. Bill provides for constitution of National Surrogacy board and State Surrogacy board for regulation of surrogacy

process.

4. It bars couple who already have children, to go for surrogacy.

5. Women can only surrogate once in her lifetime and her age should be in between 25 to 35 years.

6. Couple who intend for surrogacy should be aged between 23 to 50 years and married for at least 5 years.

9. Lok Sabha passed Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill 2016, which seeks to empower the transgender

community in the country by providing them a separate identity.

10. Lok Sabha passed Consumer Protection Bill 2018 -



1. It aims to protect consumers' interests through a redressal mechanism that would ensure timely and effective

settlement of disputes.

2. It seeks to establish a Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) to protect consumer rights and look into

the issues related to false or misleading ads. It calls for strict punishment and fines for misleading advertisements

and food adulteration.

3. District Commissions will have mandate to hear complaints having claim worth one crore rupees. In the

Consumer Protection Act, 1986 this limit was 20 lakh rupees. Limit of Commissions’ at State level enhanced from

1 to 15 crore rupees. Complaints above 15 crore rupees worth of claim will be settled by National Commission.

11. Lok Sabha Passed National Trust for Welfare of Persons with Autism, Central Palsy, Mental Retardation

and Multiple (Disabilities) Amendment Bill 2018.

12. The Appropriation (No. 6) Bill 2018.

13. Lok Sabha passed Aadhaar amendment bill, which aims to provide legal backing for voluntary seeding of biometric

Aadhaar ID for mobile SIM card and bank account authentication purposes.

1. It seeks to amend Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act 2016,

Indian Telegraph Act 1885 and Prevention of Money-laundering Act 2002.

2. It permits children, who would turn 18 years old, to opt out of the system.

3. It makes sharing of Aadhaar details voluntary for opening bank accounts, school admissions and procuring

mobile SIM cards.

4. It bans storing of core biometric information as well as Aadhaar number by service providers.

14. 124th Constitutional Amendment Bill 2019.

3. Bills Passed by Rajya Sabha -

1. Rajya Sabha Passed National Trust for Welfare of Persons with Autism, Central Palsy, Mental Retardation

and Multiple (Disabilities) Amendment Bill 2018.

2. Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Bill, 2019

3. National Council for Teacher Education (Amendment) Bill 2019

4. 124th Constitutional Amendment Bill 2019.

4. Bills passed by Parliament (Both Houses - Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha) -

1. Parliament Passed National Trust for Welfare of Persons with Autism, Central Palsy, Mental Retardation

and Multiple (Disabilities) Amendment Bill 2018.

2. Parliament passed National Council for Teacher Education (Amendment) Bill 2018, after approval by Rajya Sabha. It

seeks to amend National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) Act 1993.

1. It aims to grant retrospective recognition to Central and State institutions which had conducted teacher

education courses without approval by Council. This will ensure that the future of about 17 thousand students

having degrees from such institutions is secured.

2. All institutions running teacher education courses (B.Ed etc) have to obtain recognition from Council. Around 23

State and Central universities and colleges offering B.Ed courses were found not recognised by Council.

3. Parliament passed Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Bill 2018, that seeks to remove

no-detention policy in schools and bring accountability in elementary education system. Under current provisions, no

student can be detained up to class VIII.

4. One Hundred And Twenty-Fourth Amendment Bill 2019 -

1. It seeks to provide 10 % reservation in jobs and educational institutions to economically backward section in

general category, which are deprived of benefits of reservation due to not belionging to reserved categories.

2. 10 % reservation will be in addition to existing cap of 50 % reservation for SC / ST / OBCs, taking total

reservation to 60%. Thus It triggers need for a Constitution amendment Bill.

3. New clauses would be added to Articles 15 and 16 of Constitution which presently allow State to make reservation

for only SC / ST / OBCs.

4. Proposed amendment Bill will define Economically Weaker Section (EWS) as one having -

1. Annual household income below Rs 8 lakh

2. Agriculture land below 5 acres

3. Residential house below 1000 sqft



4. Residential plot below 100 yards in notified municipality

5. Residential plot below 200 yards in non-notified municipality area

5. An amendment of Constitution can only be initiated when bill is passed in both houses of parliament. Since this

bill has been passed by both houses, it will now be presented to the President who shall give his assent to the Bill.

6. If amendment seeks to make any change in any of provisions mentioned in provison to article 368, it must be

ratified by Legislatures of not less than one-half of the States.

7. Although Winter Session of Parliament was supposed to end on Jan 08, 2019, it was extended by a day, to enable

passage of this bill by Rajya sabha.

8. Previously -

1. In 1991, P V Narasimha Rao government proposed 10 % reservation for poor among the forward castes. But

in 1992, while upholding reservation for OBCs as per Mandal Commission recommendation, Supreme

Court, in Indra Sawhney & Others vs Union of India case, directed that reservation be restricted to

maximum 50 %.

2. SC also said that separate reservation for economically poor among forward class was invalid as Article

15(4) provided for only socially and educationally backward classes and not economically backward classes.

5. Bills Introduced and Pending -

1. Bill titled Women's Sexual, Reproductive and Menstrual Rights Bill 2018 has been introduced in Lok Sabha -

1. It proposes to make marital rape a crime and gives more decisional autonomy to women in termination of

pregnancy.

2. It proposes deletion of exception 2 to Section 375 of Indian Penal Code, which states that sexual intercourse by a

man with his own wife is not rape.

3. Bill proposes amendments to Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act 1971, renaming act to 'Legal Termination of

Pregnancy Act'. Section 312 punishes anyone who causes a voluntary miscarriage including the woman herself.

4. Bill grants women right to terminate pregnancy merely by request until 12th week of pregnancy, along with

conditional right to terminate pregnancy until 20th week. Bill also grants a limited right of abortion until 24th

week of pregnancy.

2. Government proposed a bill to amend Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order 1950to amend list of Scheduled Tribes in

Karnataka and Assam. In Karnataka, it aims to grant ST status to communities namely Parivara and Talawara. In

Assam, it aims to grant ST status to communities, namely Matak, Moran, Koch Rajbongshi, Chutiya, Tai Ahom and

states’ 36 tea tribes.

6. Bills Withdrawn -

1. Nalanda University (Amendment) Bill, 2013

2. Indian Medicine Central Council (Amendment) Bill 2005

3. Homeopathy Central Council (Amendment) Bill 2005

4. Homeopathy Central Council (Amendment) Bill 2015

Top

 

Persons

1. Indian mountaineer Arunima Sinha became world’s first woman amputee to climb Mountain Vinson Massif (highest peak of

Antarctica with Height 4892 Metres). In 2013, she became first woman amputee to climb Mount Everest.

2. Misc. Appointments (January 2019) -

1. Cholendra Shumsher J B Rana appointed as new Chief Justice of Nepal.

2. Asif Saeed Khosa appointed as Chief Justice of Pakistan.

3. P K Singh appointed as secretary in Competition Commission of India (CCI).

3. Obituaries (Jan 2019) -

1. Kader Khan - Noted Afghan-born Indian-Canadian Actor.

2. C H Loknath - Noted Veteran Kannada.

3. Ramakant Achrekar - Noted cricket coach who trained Sachin Tendulkar and Vinod Kambli.

4. Dibyendu Palit - Noted Bengali writer and Sahitya Akademi awardee.

4. Persons Resigned / Retired (January 2019) -
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1. Malaysia’s monarch Sultan Muhammad V resigned, as 15th Yang di-Pertuan Agong. He resigned before completing his five-

year tenure for first time in Malaysia’s history.

2. World Bank President Jim Yong Kim will step down from his position on February 1, much before end of his term in 2022.

3. Former CBI chief Alok Verma resigned from service -

1. Govt. decided to remove him after an adverse report by Central Vigilance Commission (CVC). Govt. appointed him

head of Fire Services, Civil Defence & Home Guards till January 31 but he refused to take the role.

2. Govt. appointed M. Nageswara Rao as interim CBI Director till further notice. 

4. Kevin Sweeney resigned as chief of staff of the US Department of Defence.

5. Vijay Mallya became first person to be named as a Fugitive Economic Offender, after being charged under a new anti-fraud law.

6. Visits To India (Jan 01 - 10,2019) -

1. Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, Member of Malaysian Parliament, and Leader of Parti Keadilan Rakyat Party of Malaysia Visited

India.

2. Christophe Prazuck, Chief of French Navy Visited India.

3. Taro Kono, Foreign Minister of Japan Visited India.

4. Erna Solberg, Prime Minister of Norway Visited India.

1. India and Norway agreed to collaborate closely on the ocean economy and achieve global Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs)., with an MOU signed MoU on India – Norway Ocean Dialogue.

5. Stephen Harper,Former Prime Minister of Canada vsisited India.
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Science

1. China’s Chang’e 4 probe become first spacecraft to land on far side of moon, touching down on Von Kármán crater. Landers will

aid in characterising the region’s geology and the composition of rock and soil. Chang’e-4’s instruments would examine whether

impact which created South Pole Aitken Basin has punched through crust down to the Moon’s mantle layer. China named the

lunar rover as ‘Yutu 2’.

2. IIT Guwahati Researchers developed a paper kit to test freshness of milk and determine how well milk has been pasteurized.

Filter paper is impregnated with chemical probes that preferentially react with Alkaline Phosphatase, which is an indicator of

quality of milk.

3. IIT Madras Researchers recreated space fuel by simulating interstellar conditions in laboratory, as a big breakthrough in

exploration of cleaner and sustainable alternatives to fossil fuel.

1. The discovery has potential to convert atmospheric carbon dioxide into a next-generation energy source to curb greenhouse

gases and global warming.

2. Team created methane-containing clathrate hydrates in ultra-high vacuum (1000 billion times below atmospheric pressure)

and at a temperature close to -263oC. i.e. conditions at deep space. This discovery of hydrates at extremely low pressures and

ultra-cold temperatures is highly unexpected.

4. NASA's Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) discovered its 3rd new planet, named HD 21749b. Its outside our solar

system and orbits a dwarf star 53 light years away, in constellation Reticulum. Its surface is around 300 degrees Fahrenheit, which

is relatively cool. Other planet discovered by TESS are Pi Mensae b and LHS 3844b.

5. Scientists from Washington University (USA) launched a telescope (X-Calibur instrument) from McMurdo Station in Antarctica

that will analyze X-rays arriving from distant neutron stars, black holes and other exotic celestial bodies.

1. Neutron stars are object of very small radius around 30 km and a very high density composed of closely packed neutrons.
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Sports

1. 2019 Maharashtra Open Men's Tennis (Pune) -

1. Singles - Kevin Anderson (South Africa), defeated Ivo Karlović (Croatia)

2. Doubles - India's Rohan Bopanna AND India Divij Sharan (They Defeated British pair of Luke Bambridge and Jonny

O’Maara)

2. Bengaluru Bulls beat Gujarat Fortune Giants in Pro Kabaddi Season 6 final in Mumbai, to win their 1st PKL trophy.

3. Brisbane International Tennis 2019 (Australia)-
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1. Men's Singles - Kei Nishikori (Japan)

2. Women's Singles - Karolína Plíšková (Czech Republic)

3. Men's Doubles - Marcus Daniell (New Zealand) AND Wesley Koolhof (Netherlands)

4. Women's Doubles - Nicole Melichar (USA) AND Květa Peschke (Czech Republic)

4. Egyptian Footballer Mohamed Salah conferred with 2018 Confederation of African Football Player of Year award for second

time.

5. International Cricket Council (ICC) announced USA Cricket as its 105th member. USA Cricket came into existence after USACA

was expelled in June 2017 for poor administration of sport in USA. USA Cricket became 93rd Associate member of ICC.

6. Khelo India Youth games 2019 (Previously called Khelo India School Games) began at Shree Shiv Chhatrapati Sports Complex in

Pune (Maharashtra).

1. The games are held in two categories- under-17 years school students and under-21 college students.

2. These are part of Khelo India programme, which was introduced to revive sports culture in India at grass-root level.

3. Khelo India programme has been divided into 12 verticals. Selected atheltes will be provided annual assistance of INR 5 lakh

per annum for 8 years.

7. Misc. Sports Events (January 2019) -

1. Indian cricketer Virat Kohli became fastest batsman to score 19000 international runs, getting past Sachin Tendulkar.

2. Senior National Women's Judo Championship 2019 held at Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh).

3. 80th National Table Tennis Championships held Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium in Cuttack (Odisha).

4. Sri Lanka Cricketer Thisara Perera hit 13 sixes to set up new record of most sixes in an ODI Innings, getting past Sanath

Jayasuriya's record of 11 sixes. Thisara Perera has set this record against New Zealand.

5. Australian cities Sydney and Brisbane announced as first two host locations for newest team event in men’s tennis for ATP

Cup from 2020. Third Australian city for the tournament is yet to be determined.

6. Egypt won hosting rights for 2019 edition of African Cup of Nations Football Tournament.

8. Switzerland’s Roger Federer and Belinda Bencic won Hopman Cup Tennis for 2nd year in a row, defeating Germany’s Angelique

Kerber and Alexander Zverev. It hosted in Perth (Australia). Federer became first player to win Hopman Cup thrice.
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