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Appointments

1. Arun Jaitley resumed charge of ministries of finance and corporate affairs, after over 100 days of leaves.

2. Former Indian Cricketer Lalchand Rajput has been appointed as head coach of Zimbabwe’s national team.

3. Government appointed G. Satheesh Reddy as Chairman of Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and

Secretary in Department of Defence Research and Development (DDR&D).

4. IPL Team Royal Challengers Bangalore appointed India’s 2011 World Cup-winning coach Gary Kirsten as their new head coach.

5. Indian Ambassadors and Misc. Appointments (August 2018) -

1. HDFC chairman Deepak Parekh was appointed as non-executive director on board of HDFC.

2. Vijay Thakur Singh - Secretary (East) in External Affairs Ministry.

3. Supreme Court will have 3 serving women judges for first time, after Govt. cleared elevation of Madras HC Chief Justice

Indira Banerjee as SC Judge. Other judges are R Banumathi and Indu Malhotra.

4. Anurag Sachan - Managing Director of Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India Ltd. (DFCCIL).

5. Russia appointed Hollywood actor Steven Seagal as its special representative for Russian-US humanitarian ties.

6. Nikhil Nanda - CMD of Farm and construction equipment maker Escorts.

7. S Gopakumar - Director & GM in United India Insurance Company.

8. Rashida Tlaib - First Muslim woman elected to US Congress after winning Democratic primary election from US state of

Michigan.

9. Raghvendra Singh - Secretary in Ministry of Textiles

10. Arun Goel - Secretary in Ministry of Culture

11. Aditya Vikram and Pramod Chandra Mody - members of Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT).

12. R. G Anand - Member of National Commission for Protection of Child Rights.

13. KS Srinivas - Chairman of Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) under Ministry of Commerce &

Industry.

14. Actor Akshay Kumar become the brand ambassador of Government's Road Safety Campaign.

15. Former RBI Deputy Governor Indiabulls Housing Finance (IBHFL) appointed Former RBI Deputy Governor S.S.Mundra as

an independent director.

16. Goldman Sachs appointed Prachi Mishra as managing director and chief India economist.

17. Partha Satpathy - New Indian Ambassador to Ukraine.

18. Srikumar Menon - Indian Ambassador to Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe.

19. Oscar Kerketta - Appointed as India’s ambassador to Rwanda.

20. D Bala Venkatesh Varma - Appointed as India’s ambassador to Russia.

21. Man Mohan Bhanot - Indian Ambassador to Republic of Equitorial Guinea. He is the first resident Ambassador of India to

Republic of Equitorial Guinea.

22. Prashant Agrawal - New Indian High Commissioner to Namibia.

23. Sandeep Kumar - New Indian Ambassador to Ireland.

24. Ruchi Ghanashyam - India’s New Ambassador to United Kingdom.
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6. Indian development economist and lawyer Satya Tripathi has been appointed the Assistant Secretary-General and Head of New

York Office of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

7. Industry chamber Assocham appointed Uday Kumar Varma as its new Secretary General.

8. M.K.Stalin is appointed as working president of DMK party in Tamil Nadu.

9. Maharashtra Government appointed Bollywood actor Raveena Tandon as brand ambassador of Mumbai city-based Sanjay

Gandhi National Park (SGNP).

10. New Governors Appointed (As per Article 156 of Constitution, State Governors are appointed by President for five years) -

1. Lalji Tandon - Bihar

2. Baby Rani Maurya - Uttarakhand

3. Satyadev Narayan - Haryana

4. Kaptan Singh Solanki - Tripura

5. Tathagata Roy - Meghalaya

6. Ganga Prasad - Sikkim

7. Satya Pal Malik - Jammu and Kashmir

11. Pakistani origin women Mehreen Faruqi became first muslim senator to be sworn in to Australia’s Parliament.

12. T P Sharma has been appointed as new chief Lokayukta of Chhattisgarh.

13. Treasurer Scott Morrison has been elected new Prime Minister of Australia, replacing Malcolm Turnbull.

Top

 

Awards

1. Actors Shabana Azmi, Nandita Das and 13 others were awarded the Bharatiya Manavata Vikas Puraskar, by private media

company Daily Indian Media. It also included Indian cricketer Yuvraj Singh.

2. Appa Rao Podile, Vice Chancellor OF University of Hyderabad (UoH) has been selected for the J C Bose Fellowship of

Department of Science and Technology by Government. He will receive a fellowship amount of Rs 25,000 pm and a research grant

of Rs. 15 lakhs per annum for 5 years.

3. Global cultural organization Asia Society announced that PepsiCo’s CEO Indra Nooyi will be honoured with Game Changer of the

Year title of the 2018.

4. Industrial Awards (August 2018)-

1. Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) received top honours at Swachhta Pakhwada Awards by oil ministry, with Indian Oil Corp

(IOC) as runner-up.

2. Gujarat Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation (marketers of popular milk brand Amul) has been awarded Marketer of the

Year award by the International Advertising Association of India (IAAI).

3. Indian-American Aruna Vishwanathan was one of 3 women honoured with ‘Women in Business: Making a Difference Award’

at 19th annual Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston (IACCGH) gala in Houston (USA).

4. Reliance Power subsidiary Reliance Power Netherlands BV has won an international arbitration award of USD 56 million (Rs

390 crore) against Prestige Capital Holdings (a Seychelles-based company) and Kokos Jiang.

5. Retired English professional footballer David Beckham will be presented 2018 UEFA President’s Award by European football’s

governing body.

6. Social Activist Ulka Mahajan has been conferred with Praful Bidwai memorial award 2018.

1. Award was instituted in memory of journalist and social activist “Praful Bidwai” who died in Amsterdam in 2015.

7. UEFA Awards 2018 -

1. Croatia captain Luka Modric voted best player in Europe.

2. Best women’s player award was won by Pernille Harder of Denmark and Wolfsburg.

3. 2018 UEFA President’s Award was given to David Beckham, Johan Cruyff, Franz Beckenbauer, Eusebio and Sir Bobby

Charlton.

8. Xhoixobote Dhemalite (Rainbow fields), an Assamese film directed by Bidyut Kotoky has won an award for screenplay at

Treasure Coast International Film Festival in Florida (USA).

Top

 

Books
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1. Australian Cricketer Shane Warne written his autobiography titled No Spin, to be released in October 2018.

2. Book Weather Information Portal for Indian Power System, developed by POSOCO in collaboration with IMD has been

released. It aims to facilitate enhanced utilization of Weather Portal in all spheres of Power Sector.

3. Book on Life of Former PM who passed away recently, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, titled Atal Ji Ne Kaha has been released. It is

Authored by Brijendra Rai.

4. Indian cricketer VVS Laxman written his autobiography named 281 and Beyond. It will be released in November 2018.

5. Sea Prayer, new book of writer Khaled Hosseini has been released.

Top

 

Committees

1. 5G steering committee chaired by Stanford University’s Professor AJ Paulraj submitted its recommendations to Department of

Telecommunications (DoT). It was set up by Government in September 2017 to suggest a road map for adoption of 5G.

Recommendations Include -

1. It expects commercial rollout of 5G in India by 2020 and advance to full range of services by 2024.

2. Deployment of 5G in India should be classified into three phases based on technologies and use cases.

3. Early adoption will likely make equipment needed for 5G roll out more expensive and it will also be glitchy as needed for cost

maturing. However, early adoption will fast track India’s embrace of 5G’s benefits and increase opportunities.

4. After entry of 5G into Indian telecom sector, earlier generation mobile technologies – 2G, 3G and 4G, will take over 10 years

to phase out.

2. Committee on review of penal provisions of Company Act 2013 submitted its reort to Finance Ministry. It was constituted in July

2018  to review framework for dealing with offences under Companies Act 2013 and make recommendations to promote better

corporate compliance. It was headed by Injeti Srinivas (Secretary in Ministry of Corporate Affairs). Main recommendations

Include -

1. Restructuring of Corporate Offences to relieve Special Courts from adjudicating routine offences - Re-categorization of 16 out

of the 81 compoundable offences by shifting them from the jurisdiction of special courts to an in-house E-adjudication

framework

2. De-clogging NCLT by -

1. Enlarging jurisdiction of Regional Director with enhanced pecuniary limits for compounding of offences.

2. Vesting in Central Government the power to approve alteration in financial year of a company.

3. Recommendations related to corporate compliance and corporate governance

1. Re-introduction of declaration of commencement of business provision to better tackle the menace of ‘shell

companies’.

2. Greater disclosures with respect to public deposits, particularly in respect of transactions exempted from the definition

of public deposits.

3. Government constituted new 21-member advisory panel on science, technology and innovation called Prime Minister’s Science,

Technology and Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC). It will be headed by Principal Scientific Advisor to government K Vijay

Raghavan.

4. National Green Tribunal (NGT) appointed S J Vazifdar as head of a committee to decide mining company Vedanta plea

challenging closure of its Sterlite copper plant at Tuticorin.

Top

 

Days

1. Aug 21 - UN International Day of Remembrance of and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism.

2. Aug 21 - World Senior Citizens Day. Note that Similar Sounding UN International Day of Older Persons is held annually on

October 1.

3. Aug 26 - World Sanskrit Day 2018. It is celebrated on Poornima day of Shraavana month in Hindu calendar.

4. Aug 29 - National Sports Day. It marks birthday of Major Dhyan Chand Singh, hockey player who won gold medals in Olympics

for India in 1928, 1932 and 1936. He scored over 400 goals in his career, from 1926 to 1948. It is also observed as International

Day against Nuclear Tests.
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5. August 23 - International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its Abolition. It marks anniversary of 1791

insurrection of enslaved men and women in western part of island of Santo Domingo, which is now known as Haiti.

Top

 

Defence

1. Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) approved procurement worth approx INR 46000 crores.

1. Procurement of 111 Utility Helicopters for Indian Navy was approved at cost of over INR 21000 crores, as first project under

MoD’s Strategic Partnership (SP) Model that aims at providing significant fillip to Government’s ‘Make in India’ programme.

2. Procurement of 150 Indigenously Designed and Developed 155 mm Advanced Towed Artillery Gun Systems for Indian Army.

3. Procurement of 14 Vertically Launched Short Range Missile Systems. Of these, 10 systems will be indigenously developed

and remaining four will be imported. These missile systems will help boost self-defence capability of ships against anti-ship

missiles.

4. To enhance capability of Navy at sea, approval granted for procurement of Anti-Submarine capable, 24 Multi Role

Helicopters.

2. Exercise Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Peace Mission 2018, started at Chebarkul (Russia). It is notable due to India

and Pakistan for the first time are participating in any Joint Army Exercise.

3. First-ever joint air force exercise Betwen India and Malaysia commenced at Subang Air Base in Malaysia.

4. INS Sahyadri will participate in Exercise KAKADU 2018, hosted by Australian Navy and will finish on Sep 15, 2018. It will be

14th edition of biennial KAKADU exercise, with particpation by over 25 different countries.

5. Indian Air Force (IAF) launched Trans-Himalayan Mountain Terrain Biking Expedition (THE MTB), from Daulat Beg Oldie

(DBO) in Ladakh for Kibithu in Arunachal Pradesh (2 forward most outposts of India in North and in East). Aim is to promote

spirit of adventure among Air Warriors to undertake daunting challenges and ‘Go Green’ initiative.

6. Indian Airforce formally launched The Stores, Proactive, Efficient and Expeditious Despatch of Extra Size/ Wt Consignment

(SPEEDEX) contract, concluded in June 2018 between with Balmer Lawrie & Co Ltd and Ashok Travel and Tours for air and

surface component respectively.

1. It aims to overcome delay in piecemeal dispatch of consignment and to move operationally urgent stores by air and normal

consignments by surface mode.

7. India’s aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya for first time will be fitted with marine hydraulic system to boost its air operations,

named GS-1MF and GS-3. It will be used for refuelling, cleaning and pressurisation of hydraulic systems of aircraft and helicopters

on board INS Vikramaditya.

Top

 

Economy

1. 4th Advance Estimates of production of major crops for 2017-18 released by the Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and

Farmers Welfare -

1. Foodgrains  –  284.83 million tonnes (record) (higher by 9.72 million tonnes than the previous record production of

foodgrain of 275.11 million tonnes achieved during 2016-17). Consissts of Rice , Wheat, Nutri/Coarse Cereals, Pulses, Gram,

Tur amd Urad.

2. Oilseeds  –  31.31 million tonnes. It consits of Soyabean, Groundnut, Rapeseed & Mustard AND Castorseed.

3. Cotton  –  34.89 million bales (of 170 kg each)

4. Sugarcane – 376.91 million tonnes (record)

2. A Finance Minsitry report ranked Punjab National Bank (PNB) as the best PSU bank in the overall digital transactions category

in India. As per Department of Financial Services' findings, PNB's average percentage of technical declines is only 0.83 % of total

transactions.

3. According to Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, Foreign Direct Investment in India rose 23% to 12.8 billion dollars

during April to June quarter of FY 2018-19.

4. According to SBI report named Ecowrap, current account deficit of India will rise to 2.8% of the GDP in current financial year,

due to rise in oil prices and moderate growth in exports. This is expected to turn country’s overall balance of payment into deficit

mode after six years, leading to forex reserves depletion of USD 16 billion (0.6 per cent of GDP) in FY19.

5. Amazon Pay, payments arm of Amazon, will acquire Sequoia-backed Tapzo, for approx $35-40 million.
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6. Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved financing package of $245 million to implement project for providing safe, sustainable

drinking water service to million people in three districts of West Bengal (North 24 Parganas, Bankura and Purba Medinipur)

affected by arsenic, fluoride, and salinity.

7. Axis Securities launched commodity broking services with MCX and became the first bank subsidiary to enter commodity

broking business. Now, Axis Direct customers can now trade in 29 commodity futures and contracts through a one-time online

registration process.

8. Central Government, State Government of Rajasthan and World Bank signed $250 million Development Policy Loan (DPL) to

support Rajasthan in improving the performance of its Electricity Distribution Sector under State’s 24x7 Power for All program

1. Second Programmatic Electricity Distribution Reform Development Policy Loan for Rajasthan is second in series of 2

operations planned for a comprehensive turnaro und of Rajasthan’s electricity distribution sector. The First Loan was closed

in March 2017.

9. E-Commerce Firm Flipkart acquired AI-led speech recognition Liv.ai, to introduce easier shopping experience through Voice

recongition.

10. Financial firm Paytm partnered with China's Alibaba to launch AI-based cloud computing platform 'Paytm AI Cloud'. It will offer

business-centric apps to developers, startups and enterprises that need cloud-computing solutions including customer

engagement and easy-to-integrate payments.

11. Google partnered with four Indian banks to grant Instant consumer loans online, after rebranding its UPI Payments app Tez as

Google Pay. Banks are HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank Ltd, Kotak Mahindra Bank and Federal Bank. The Instanty lending features will

be available soon in the Google Pay App.

12. HDFC Bank will adopt 30 villages in flood-hit Kerala as part of its long-term relief and rehabilitation efforts. Also, scientists from

U.S.-based Geotechnical Extreme Events Reconnaissance (GEER) Association will investigate impact of the torrential rains that

hit Kerala recently.

13. Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) become first public sector enterprise to make a transaction on the “TReDS platform”, an

online electronic institutional mechanism for facilitating financing of trade receivables of micro, small and medium enterprises

(MSME) through multiple financiers. TReDS refers to Trade Receivables Discounting System.

14. Idea Cellular completed its merger with Vodafone India, after final approval from National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).

Merged entity has more than 41 Crore subscribers, a broadband network of 340,000 sites and market share of 32.2%. It has

leadership position in 9 out of 22 circles. Balesh Sharma took over as Vodafone Idea first CEO.

15. India signed $220 million Loan Agreement and a $80 million Guarantee Agreement with World Bank, for India Energy

Efficiency Scale-Up Program, to be implemented by the Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL). It will help scale-up

deployment of energy saving measures in residential and public sectors, strengthen EESL’s institutional capacity, and enhance its

access to commercial financing.

16. India signed $346 million loan agreement with Asian Development Bank (ADB) to finance improvement of over 400 kilometers

of state highways that will enhance connectivity and access to economic centers across 12 districts in Kamataka.

17. India signed a $375 million loan agreement with Asian Development Bank (ADB), to contribute to double farming incomes in

Madhya Pradesh by expanding irrigation networks and system efficiency.

18. India's economy grew at an impressive 8.2 % in first quarter of 2018-19 financial year (Apr - June).

1. GDP at constant (2011-12) prices in Q1 of 2018-19 is estimated at 33.74 lakh crores, as against  31.18 lakh crore in Q1 of 2017-

18, showing a growth rate of 8.2 %.

2. GDP Growth Rate was 7.7 % in Previous quarter (Q4 of 2017-18).

19. Indian GDP Growth Forecasts (August 2018) -

1. RBI retained GDP growth forecast at 7.4 pc for FY’19, in Third Bi-monthly Monetary Policy Statement 2018-19.

2. USA's Financial Firm Morgan Stanley projected India’s GDP to grow by 7.5 % in 2018 – 2019.

3. As per International Monetary Fund, India’s GDP will grow by 7.3 % in 2018-19 and 7.5 % in 2019-2020.

4. India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) revised down its FY19 economic growth forecast to 7.2% from 7.4% earlier.

5. As per Ficci’s survey ‘Ficci’s Economic Outlook Survey’, Indian economy is expected to grow at 7.4 % in current fiscal.

6. Japanese Financial Firm Nomura predicted India’s current account deficit (CAD) to widen to 2.8 5 of GDP in FY19, from 1.9

% of GDP in 2017-18. Note that India's CAD was 0.6 % of GDP in 2016-17.

7. Indian economy is expected to grow by around 7.5% in 2018 and 2019, according to Moody’s Investors Service.

8. National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) expected India’s growth forecast for the current fiscal (2018-19) at

7.4 %.



9. RBI annual report 2017-18 expected India’s growth forecast for the current fiscal (2018-19) at 7.4 %.

20. International Labour Organisation (ILO) released a report titled ‘India Wage Report: Wage policies for decent work and inclusive

growth’, depicting that though India’s economy in the past two decades saw an annual average GDP rate of 7 %, while low pay and

inequality persists.

1. Wage inequality declined since 2004–05; however, it continues to remain high.

2. Despite a decline from 48 percent in 1993-94 to 34 percent in 2011–12, gender wage gap is still steep.

3. Women employed as casual workers in rural economy earn lowest in India, which is 22 % of what urban regular male

workers earn.

21. Ministry of Commerce and Industry is developing National Logistics Portal is to ensure ease of trading in international and

domestic markets, by linking stakeholders of EXIM (export and import), domestic trade and movement and all trade activities on

single platform.

1. It will be implemented in phases and will fulfil Central Government’s commitment to enhance trade competitiveness, create

jobs, boost India’s performance in global rankings and pave way for India to become logistics hub.

22. National Anti-profiteering Authority (NAA) launched a helpline number (011-21400643) for complaints regarding GST rate cuts,

To encourage consumers to file complaints against the companies that are not passing GST rate cut benefits.

23. RBI Annual Report 2017 - 18 -

1. RBI Expects 7.4 % GDP Growth rate for Current Fiscal 2017-18, compared to 6.7% in previous year.

2. RBI Stated that 99.3 % notes of 500 and 2000 Denominations came back into system, after being demonetized in November

2016. There were 500 and 2000 Notes worth INR 15.4 Lakh crores at the time of demonetization, out of which banned notes

worth INR 15.31 Lakh crores have came back into economy.

3. India's external sector will have to confront global headwinds, but expressed confidence that the Current Account Deficit

would largely be financed by foreign direct investment.

4. NPA (Non Performing Assets) percentage of Banks is likely to increase further, from 12.1 % currently.

5. Headline inflation that averaged 4.8 per cent during Q1:2018-19, is likely to face upside risks over the rest of the year.

6. India remains a preferred destination for foreign direct investment (FDI). India received $37.3 billion capital inflow in 2017-

18 as compared to $36.3 billion in 2016-17 and $36.06 in 2015-16.

24. Reliance Industries became first Indian company to cross Rs 8 lakh crore ($114 billion) market capitalisation, also taking up

Mukesh Ambani’s wealth to over $48 billion and cementing his place further as Asia's Richest Man.

1. So far in 2018, RIL shares surged over 38 %. RIL added the latest Rs 1 trillion in market cap in just 23 trading sessions.

2. Currently, RIL’s market value accounts for 5% of India’s total market cap.

3. TCS was first Indian IT company to reach Rs. 7 lakh crore ($100 billion club) market capitalisation (m-cap) milestone in May

2018.

25. SBI Changed Names and IFSC codes of its 1295 branches, after rationalisation/merger with six associate banks and Bhartiya

Mahila Bank (BMB). SBI had 22,428 branches across India by the end of the first quarter of the current fiscal.

26. Shipping Ministry signed new wage settlement agreement for Group C & D category of Port and Dock Workers, to benefit over

1.35 lakh port and dock workers and pensioners in 12 major ports across country. It includes -

1. It will provide 10.6 % wage hike to workers and pensioners.

2. The lowest grade of workers would get a pay-scale of Rs 20900-43600 and the highest grade worker would get a pay-scale of

Rs 36500-88700. Financial implication expected to be around Rs 560 crore per annum.

27. State Bank of India (SBI) asked its customers to replace their ATM cards for Europay, MasterCard, Visa (EMV) chip based ATM-

cum-debit cards with magnetic stripe before December 31, 2018.

1. RBI had asked banks to issue only chip-based and Personal Identification Number (PIN) enabled debit / credit cards to stop

frauds.

2. EMV chip card and PIN protects against both counterfeit skimming and lost and stolen card fraud.

28. Ujjivan Small Finance Bank launched an overdraft (OD) facility for micro and small enterprise (MSE) customers (turnover over

50 lakh ), as an add-on product to existing MSE term loans offered by bank.

29. Warren Buffett-led American conglomerate Berkshire Hathaway invested in Indian Financial Firm Paytm, taking 3-4% stake for

aprox INR 2500 crores. It has valued Paytm at $10 billion.

30. e-Commerce Firm Flipkart unveiled a dedicated portal ‘2Gud‘ for refurbished goods, including mobile phones, laptops and

tablets. It would offer refurbished mobile phones, tablets, laptops and other electronic accessories along with a 3-12 month

warranty.



Top

 

International

1. 9th Mountain Echoes Literary Festival 2018 held in Thimphu (Bhutan).

2. According to global airlines events organiser Routesonline -

1. Bengaluru Kempegowda International Airport Secured Second Spot and Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport Secured

Sixth Spot as fastest growing airport in world during January to June 2018.

2. Tokyo’s Haneda Airport topped the Survey.

3. After recent launch of Fateh Mobin (Bright Conqueror) short-range ballistic missile, Iran unveiled first domestically

manufactured fighter jet nicknamed Kowsar. Its a fourth-generation fighter with advanced avionics and multi-purpose radar.

4. China launched twin BeiDou-3 navigation satellites, as 35th and 36th of the BeiDou navigation system.

5. Europe Space Agency launched a rocket named ‘Aeolus’ from French Guyana. This satellite will be put into orbit at an altitude of

320 kilometres (200 miles) above the Earth which will track global winds, allowing for improved weather forecasting.

6. Forbes’ list of World’s Highest-Paid Actors 2018 -

1. Top 3 -

1. George Clooney: $239m

2. Dwayne Johnson: $124m

3. Robert Downey Jr: $81m.

2. Indian Actors Akshay Kumar ($40.5 million) and Salman Khan ($38.5 million) ranked at 7th and 9th place respectively.

7. Germany will provide soft loan of euro 120 million (INR 990 crore approximately) to India to strengthen sewage water treatment

infrastructure in Uttarakhand in an effort to clean River Ganga under Clean Ganga Mission. German development agency GIZ also

has prepared ‘Ganga Box’ aimed to target schools-going children and inform them about the river.

8. IT Firm IBM partnered with Indian IT companies (including Persistent Systems, Invest India, Wipro, Capgemini and

NASSCOM) for its ‘Call for Code’ initiative that aims to build global solutions for disaster management For this, IBM provide

access to its cloud, data, Artificial Intelligence and blockchain technologies, along with training and code to developers.

9. India and European Union (EU) partnered for Rs. 240 crore research programme to develop a Next Generation Influenza

Vaccine to protect people throughout world, through “Horizon 2020” programme. It require 3 applicants from both 3 European

member states and India.

10. India and Singapore signed Second Protocol amending Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) in New Delh,

to come into effect on 14th September 2018.

11. Iran and Syria signed a deal to expand military cooperation. Iran also pledged to help reconstruct the war-torn country.

12. Prasar Bharati and Mizzima Media Group of Myanmar signed MoU to realize cooperation and collaboration in broadcasting and

content sharing.

13. Russia will conduct Vostok-2018 (East-2018) military exercise in September 2018, as biggest war games ever conducted by

Russia since Zapad-81 (West-81) exercise conducted by erstwhile Soviet Union in 1981 which saw involvement of 100,000 to

150,000 troops.

1. In Vostok 2018, over 300000 troops will participate. China and Mongolia will also participate in Vostok 2018.

2. Vostok-2018 exercise is being conducted in response to aggressive attitude towards Russia by NATO and West countries.

14. Scotland became first country to provide free sanitary products to all students in a bid to tackle “period poverty”, to ensure that

students do not miss out on education due to lack of access to sanitary products.

15. Singapore based DBS Bank named as world's best bank by Global Finance magazine, for its ability to invest in digital innovation

while still maintaining stable operations for its customers. DBS is the first Asian bank to receive this title from New York-based

publication, which last year gave it to ING Bank.

16. Sweden released a handbook of its "feminist foreign policy" for rights groups and foreign governments, showcasing lessons from

nation's flagship approach to promote women's rights globally.

1. Sweden began its feminist foreign policy in response to discrimination and systematic subordination that still marks daily

lives of countless women and girls around the world.

2. Policy’s main aim is to include promotion of economic emancipation, fighting sexual violence and improving women's

political participation.

17. US Imposed Preliminary Anti-Dumping Duties of 50.55% on Metal Pipes Made in India, to help US Domestic Industry.
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18. US and Mexico signed deal to replace North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with the ‘United States-Mexico Trade

Agreement’.

Top

 

Meetings

1. 1st South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Agri Cooperative Business Forum held in Kathmandu (Nepal),

with theme Organizing and Strengthening Family Farmers.

2. 4th edition of Asian electoral stakeholders forum (AESF-IV) held in Colombo (Sri Lanka), to discuss state of elections and

democracy in region. Theme of AESF-IV was Advancing Election Transparency and Integrity: Promoting and Defending

Democracy Together.

3. 6th international Buddhist conclave held in New Delhi, organised by Ministry of Tourism. Its theme was ‘Buddha Path – The

Living Heritage”.

Top

 

National

1.  Nitin Gadkari (Minister for Road Transport & Highways, Shipping and Water Resources, River Development & Ganga

Rejuvenation) Signed MoUs with 6 States - Uttarakhand, UP, HP, Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi for construction of Lakhwar

Multipurpose Project on Yamuna near Dehradun, with cost approx INR 3966 Crores.

1. It was initially approved in 1976 but work was suspended in 1992. It envisages construction of a 204 m high concrete dam

across river Yamuna near Lohari village in Dehradun district of Uttarakhand with a storage capacity of 330.66 MCM.

2. It will provide irrigation for 33,780 hectares land and availability of 78.83 MCM water for use in the 6 basin states. The

project will also generate 300 MW of power.

3. Besides Lakhwar Multi-Purpose project, there are two other major projects being envisaged in the Upper Yamuna reaches

which are Kishau Multi-Purpose project and Renukaji Multi-Purpose project. A fourth project is the Vyasi project, a run-of-

the-river scheme under which a concrete dam across River Yamuna is being constructed near Vyasi village in Dehradun

district.

2.  Odisha Government tied up with Japan for its mega investment Conclave 2018 to take place in November 2018, called Make in

Odisha.

3. 2 new projects of Punjab and Tripura got sanctioned under Swadesh Darshan Scheme.

1. In Punjab, project covers sites of Anandpur Sahib, Fatehgarh Sahib, Chamkaur Sahib, Ferozpur, Amritsar, Khatkar Kalan

Kalanour Patiala at the cost of Rs 100 crore.

2. In Tripura, sites of Surma Cherra- Unakoti- Jampui Hills- Gunabati-Bhunaneshwari- Matabari- Neermahal- Boxanagar-

Chotta khola- Pilak- Avangchaarra have been covered. It has planned cost of 65 Crores.

4. A 126 MW capacity wind power project has been commissioned in Bhuj (Gujarat), as part of India’s first ISTS auction which was

conducted by state-run Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) in February 2017.

1. Bid was for projects to be connected on ISTS wherein power generated from one state (renewable resource rich state) can be

transmitted to other renewable deficient states. Energy generated from this project is being purchased by Bihar, Odisha,

Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh.

2. It marks beginning of capacity additions in wind power based on market discovered tariffs, in line with Government’s plan of

having 175 GW renewable energy by 2022.

5. According to report by Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In), maximum (35 %) of cyber-attacks on official

Indian websites are from China, followed by US (17 %) and Russia (15 %). It is followed by Pakistan (9%), Canada (7%) and

Germany (5%).

6. According to study under IIT-Kharagpur Science and Heritage Initiative (SANDHI) Initiative, Ganga has witnessed

unprecedented low levels of water in several lower reaches in last few summer seasons.

7. Airport Authority of India (AAI) allotted space to Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Limited

(TRIFED) for opening of Tribes India outlets at Ahmedabad (Gujarat), Udaipur (Rajasthan) and Kolkata (West Bengal) airports. It

will provide good opportunity to market tribal products and help to promote tribes India as brand among target customers.

8. Andhra Pradesh and Odisha ranked at top 2 places in National Level Rating Framework assessment in implementation of Atal

Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) scheme.
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9. Arunachal Pradesh assembly approved creation of three new districts - Pakke-Kesang, Lepa Rada and Shi Yomi. It will take

number of districts iin state up to up to 25 districts.

1. Pakke-Kessang - To be carved out of East Kameng district.

2. Lepa Rada - To be created by bifurcating Lower Siang district.

3. Shi-Yomi - To be created by bifurcating West Siang district.

10. As per a recent census, population of Nilgiri tahr, an endangered mountain goat, at the Mukurthi National Park (Tamilnadu) has

grown by 18% from 480 to 568 in last two years.

11. Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi extended application of Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act 1958 (AFSPA) in the entire state for

six more months.

12. Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) will start operating its first regional centre or avifauna observatory on the campus of

Wetland Research and Training Centre near Chilika Lake (Asia’s largest brackish water lagoon), Odisha. Avifauna observatory will

carry out research on avian disease by collecting samples and monitor Nalabana Bird Sanctuary.

13. CBSE affiliated schools in Kerala, whose board exam documents such as mark sheets/ migration certificates/ pass certificates

have got lost or damaged in the state’s floods, CBSE will provide them with digital mark sheets, migration certificates and pass

certificates through the ‘Parinam Manjusha’ portal/ DigiLocker.

1. CBSE with National E-Governance Division (NEGD) has developed the first-of-its-kind digital academic repository called

‘Parinam Manjusha’. The academic repository will be integrated with DigiLocker.

14. CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (CSIR-NAL) received order for delivering critical composite air-frame components to

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), for the LCA-Tejas Full Operational Capability (FOC) standard aircraft.

15. Cabinet Approvals (Aug 29, 2018) -

1. MOUs -

1. Bulgaria - tourism

2. South Korea - railways

3. United Kingdom and Northern Ireland - Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries

4. Morocco - signing of Air Services Agreement

5. Rwanda  - Trade Cooperation Framework

6. USA - insurance regulatory sector

2. General Approvals -

1. Revision of project outlay for setting up of India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) from Rs. 800 crore to Rs. 1,435 crore, to

make up for enhanced Technology Costs and Human Resource Costs.

1. IPPB services shall be available at 650 IPPB branches and 3250 Access Points from 1st September 2018 and in all

1.55 lakh post offices (Access Points) by December 2018.

2. Approved release an additional instalment of Dearness Allowance (DA) to Central Government employees and

Dearness Relief (DR) to pensioners w.e.f. 01.07.2018 representing an increase of 2% over the existing rate of 7% of the

Basic Pay/Pension.

3. CCEA Approvals -

1. Approved umbrella scheme “Ocean Services, Technology, Observations, Resources Modelling and Science (O-

SMART)”, for implementation during 2017-18 to 2019-20 at an overall cost of INR 1623 crores.  It encompasses a total

of 16 sub-projects addressing ocean development activities such as Services, Technology, Resources, Observations and

Science.

1. Implementation of O-SMART will help in addressing issues relating to Sustainable Development Goal-14, which

aims to conserve use of oceans, marine resources for sustainable development.  This scheme (O-SMART) also

provide necessary scientific and technological background required for implementation of various aspects of Blue

Economy.

16. Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra launched three applications for benefit of litigants and lawyers - e-Filing, e-Pay, and National

Service and Tracking of Electronic Processes (NSTEP); created under eCourts project Phase II and led by Justice MB Lokur.

1. e-Filing - Available at efiling.ecourts.gov.in, it is meant for online registration of lawyers and litigants.

2. e-Pay - Available at pay.ecourts.gov.in, It is a unified portal wherein facility to pay online court fees is provided.

3. NSTEP -  It is a transparent and secure system for transmission of process from one location to another and will address

delays in process.



17. Delhi has been ranked last among 14 cities on basis of vehicular emissions in a survey conducted by Centre for Science and

Environment (CSE), a Delhi-based research organisation to assess transport-related emissions from urban commuting.

1. It classified Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Bengaluru and Chennai as megacities and Bhopal, Vijaywada, Lucknow,

Jaipur, Chandigarh, Kochi, Pune, Ahmedabad as metro cities.

2. Bhopal ranked best for its lowest overall vehicular emission and fuel consumption, followed by Vijaywada and Chandigarh.

3. In terms of Per-travel trip emissions & energy consumption - Kolkata (1), Mumbai and Bhopal.

18. Department of Biotechnology (DBT) signedMOU with International Energy Agency (IEA). It seeks to deepen co-operation in

clean energy innovations to accelerate development of clean energy technologies in India and will support generation of data for

policymaking and improve knowledge of good policy practices for innovation in India and around world.

19. Department of Biotechnology (Ministry of Science and Technology) signed MoU with International Energy Agency (IEA) for

enhancing innovation for Clean Energy Transition, to suppowrt clean energy technologies in India.

1. It will be coordinated for Ministry of Sceince & Technology by Mission Innovation India Unit set up by DBT and for IEA it

will be coordinated by its International Partnership and Initiatives Unit (IPI). It will be initially valid for three years.

20. Directorate General of Civil Aviation issued Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR) or regulations for civil use of Remotely Piloted

Aircraft System (RPAS) commonly known as Drones, to be effective from December 1, 2018.

1. Civil Aviation Minister Suresh Prabhu said Drone Regulations 1.0 are intended to enable visual line-of-sight daytime-

only and a maximum of 400 feet altitude operations of drones.

2. Unmanned Aircraft Operator Permit (UAOP) will be required for drone operators except for nano drones operating below 50

ft.; micro drones operating below 200 ft; and those owned by NTRO, ARC and Central Intelligence Agencies.

3. Digital Sky Platform is the first-of-its-kind national Unmanned Traffic Management (UTM) platform that implements “No

Permission, No Takeoff” (NPNT).

1. Users will be required to do a one-time registration of their drones, pilots and owners.

2. For every flight, users will be required to ask for permission to fly on a mobile app. This requirement is exempted for

the nano category of drones. Once the user puts forward his request to fly, an automated process permits or denies the

request instantly.

21. Food Safety and Standards Authority (FSSAI) notified food safety standards for honey and its products in bid to curb

adulteration, to help farmers to fetch better prices for their products.

1. Honey products should comply with 18 parameters like that of sucrose content, glucose ratio, pollen count, foreign

oligosaccharides etc.

2. These products should contain fixed maximum 5% limit for sucrose, 10% for carvia callosa and honeydew honey. The

moisture percentage should be maximum 20% and pollen count should be 25,000 per gram.

22. Former President Pranab Mukherjee launched National Electoral Transformation (NETA) mobile application that allows voters

to rate and review their political representatives, developed by Pratham Mittal. It is first of its kind platform in India that allows

voters to rate and review the political representatives in their constituencies.

1. It aims to foster political accountability and transparency among leaders., inspired by US’ approval system. Using it, voters

can review and rate their elected representatives (MLAs, MPs and ministers) and hold them accountable as well.

2. It is also seen as instrument to gauge voter sentiment across constituencie, available in 16 languages.

23. General Conferences (Aug 21 - 31, 2018) -

1. Indian Council of Agricultural Research organized 2 day conference on Motivating and Attracting Youth in Agriculture

(MAYA) held in New Delhi, In order to meet the challenge of providing sustainable livelihoods for a rapidly growing

population and to motivate and attract youth in agriculture.

2. India Banking Conclave (IBC) 2018 held in New Delhi, organised by Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) along with

NITI Aayog.

3. 5 day International water colour festival held in Ranchi at Audrey House, to promote the rich art and culture of Jharkhand.

24. Global monument conservation body International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) launched Kerala Heritage

Rescue Initiative to assess damage to rich cultural and built heritage sites in flood-devastated Kerala. It aims at setting up platform

for emergency response to cultural heritage damaged by floods in Kerala.

25. Google unveiled Project Navlekhā to help Indian language publishers take their content online. It will allow 1.35 lakh Indian

publishers to digitise their offline content by creating instant web pages using scanned documents or PDFs.

26. Goverment unveiled a draft scheme for extending affordable air travel programme UDAN to international circuits, with state

governments identifying routes for operation. Draft International Air Connectivity (IAC) scheme envisages to increase



international ticketing to 20 crore by 2027.

27. Government launched National REDD+ Strategy India. to improve livelihood of forest dependent population.

1. REDD+ means “Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation”, conservation of forest carbon stocks,

sustainable management of forests, and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries.  

2. REDD+ aims to achieve climate change mitigation by incentivizing forest conservation. It seeks to address drivers of

deforestation and forest degradation and also enhance forest carbon stocks.

3. India under its communicated in its Nationally Determined Contribution under Paris Agreement, has committed to capture

2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of Carbon dioxide through additional forest and tree cover by 2030.   

4. India’s first biennial update report to UNFCCC has revealed that forests in India capture about 12% of India’s total GHG

emissions. Thus, forestry sector in India is making a positive cost effective contribution for climate change mitigation.

5. Complying with UNFCCC decisions on REDD+, India has prepared its National REDD+ Strategy, built upon existing

circumstances which have been updated in line with India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change, Green India Mission

and India’s Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) to UNFCCC.

28. Government permitted private retail chemists to sell Oxytocin with effect from September 2018.

1. Earlier, government banned sale of Oxytocin through private retail chemists, wef from July 2018. However, fearing shortage

of Oxytocin in market, government deleted provisions of its April 27 notification stating that Oxytocin would be sold through

government chemists only.

2. As per recent notification, with effect from September 1, 2018, oxytocin will be moved from Schedule H to Schedule H1.

Drugs under Schedule H can only be sold against a prescription by a registered medical practitioner.

29. Govt. launched Innovation Cell and Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA), at AICTE premises

to systematically foster the culture of Innovation in all Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) across country. Major Programs of

MHRD Innovation Cell are -

1. Network of Innovation Clubs (NIC) -

1. It will prescribe basic framework for the structure and smooth running of ICs and will soon share list of different

activities which ICs need to undertake for entire academic year.

2. Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) -

1. This will systematically rank education institutions primarily on innovation related indicators, to foster spitit of

innovation ain Higher education.

3. Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2019 -

1. 3rd edition of World’s Biggest Open Innovation Model - Smart India Hackathon - 2019 has been launched.It is a

nationwide initiative to provide students a platform to solve some of pressing daily life problems, and thus inculcate a

culture of product innovation and a mindset of problem solving.

2. Smart India Hackathon 2019 would also have 2 sub-editions – Software edition (a 36-hour software product

development competition) and Hardware edition (a 5 days long hardware product development competition).

4. National Student Startup Policy (NSSP) -

1. AICTE launched its Student Start-up Policy in  November 2016, designed for AICTE approved Institutions in

accordance with Govt of India’s "Start-up India" Action plan. AICTE’s Student Start up policy intends to guide AICTE

approved institutions to promote student driven innovations and start-ups.

30. HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar launched 3rd edition of World’s Biggest Open Innovation Model - ‘Smart India Hackathon-

2019’. .

1. SIH-2019 is a nationwide initiative to provide students a platform to solve some of pressing problems we face in our daily

lives, and thus inculcate a culture of product innovation and a mindset of problem solving. For 1st time, Private

industry/organisations and NGOs can also send their problem statements to students under SIH-2019.

2. It would have 2 sub-editions – Software edition (a 36-hour software product development competition) and Hardware

edition (a 5 days long hardware product development competition).

31. India opened Zokhawthar land immigration check-post in Mizoram along border with Myanmar, as authorised immigration

centre for travel to and from Myanmar. Zokhawthar will be second immigration check-post in Mizoram along Myanmar border

after Zorinpui check-post in Lawngtlai district which was opened in September 2017.

32. Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad (IIT-H) launched Fabless Chip Design Incubator (FabCI) as an exclusive incubator to

boost chip design.It is first of its kind in India that will focus on creating an ecosystem for start-ups in chip design.



1. FabCI’s purpose is to incubate at least 50 ‘Make-in-India’ chip design companies that can compete globally and generate

Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs).

2. It will also offer virtual support to non-Hyderabad start-ups which can join FabCI and leverage the offerings and participate

remotely.

33. Indian Instituted of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur will set up Aditya Choubey Re-Water Research Center to replenish and

rejuvenate water resources. It aims to tackle challenge of resolving two burning issues faced by urban India – sewage disposal and

access to clean potable water.

1. IIT-Kharagpur will set up an on-campus plant which will convert 1.35 million litre of sewage water from the hostels to 1.2

million litre of potable water daily.

34. Indian Railways signed MoU with GAIL India, to replace Industrial gases like Dissolved Acetylene, LPG, BMCG and Furnace Oil

/ High Speed Diesel (HSD) oil with environment friendly Natural Gas.

1. This MoU is a broad based, in principle agreement, between GAIL and Indian Railways for creation of infrastructure and

supply of CNG/LNG/PNG for both industrial and domestic purposes.

2. Replacement by Natural Gases is likely to result into a saving of about Rs. 20 crore per annum to Indian Railways.

35. India’s first engineless semi high speed train will run between Delhi and Bhopal, at a speed of 160 km/hr. Named ‘Train 18’, it

will take journey time down by 3 Hours.

36. India’s first flight using biofuel flown from Dehradun (capital of Uttarakhand) to Delhi, conducted by SpiceJet on its turborporp

Q-400 plane. Flights used alternative environment friendly fuel for 10 minutes over Dehradun.

1. India joined elite club of nations who have operated flight on alternative energy source like biofuel, having countries like

Canada, Australia and US have already conducted these test flights. Biofuel is developed by CSIR-Indian Institute of

Petroleum (IIP), Dehradun. The flight was powered with a blend of 75% air turbine fuel (ATF) and 25% biojet fuel.

2. The Flight carried blend of 25% of bio jet fuel (derived from jatropha seeds) and 75% of aviation turbine fuel (ATF) in one of

the two engines of plane, while other carried only ATF. International standards permit a blend rate of up to 50% biofuel with

ATF. It can reduce fuel costs by 15-20%.

1. Jatropha is drought-resistant perennial plant that can grow in marginal or poor soil. It is grows relatively quickly and

lives, produces seeds for 50 years. Its seeds has oil content of 37% which be combusted as fuel without being refined. It

burns with clear smoke-free flame.

2. It has been tested successfully as fuel for simple diesel engine. Its oil also acts as insecticide..

3. The use of bio jet fuel, apart from reducing carbon emissions by 80 %, greenhouse gas emissions by about 15 % and sulfur

oxides (SOx) emissions by over 99 %, is expected to provide indigenous jet fuel supply security, possible cost savings as

feedstock availability at farm level scales up, superior engine performance and reduced maintenance cost for the airline

operators.

4. World’s first dedicated biofuel flight (by Dreamliner Boeing 787-9) was flown for first time from Los Angeles (US) to

Melbourne (Australia) in January 2018 by Australian carrier Qantas.

5. Biofuel is produced from vegetable oils, recycled grease, algae and animal fat. It is cleaner, environmental friendly fuel that

can be used as alternative in place of fossil fuels.

6. Ministry of New and Renewable Energy recently on August 10, 2018 (World Biofuel Day 2018) had released National Policy

on Biofuels 2018. Under it, Government plans to triple ethanol production over the next four years. It also has set target of

20% blending of ethanol in petrol by 2030.

37. Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) made public 13 standardised state-of-the-art ship designs suitable for large barge

haulage on river Ganga (National Waterway-1), to serve as an enabler for domestic shipbuilding industry working on inland

vessels and open huge possibilities for cargo and passenger movement on National Waterway-1.

1. Government is implementing Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) for capacity augmentation of navigation on NW-1 (Varanasi-

Haldia stretch) at cost of INR 5369 crores with technical assistance and investment support of World Bank.

38. Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust signed MoU with Ministry of Railways, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh for implementation of

the 362 km Indore- Manmad New Railway Line Project -

1. It will reduce distance from Mumbai/Pune to key central India locations by 171 kilometers, resulting in lower logistics costs.

2. Joint Venture Company will be formed between Ministry of Shipping or its nominated entity including JNPT with equity

share of 55 %, Maharashtra or its nominated entity, Madhya Pradesh or its nominated entity and others with equity share of

15 % each.



39. Madhya Pradesh forest department asked National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) to revive its Cheetah Reintroduction

Project to reintroduce Cheetahs in Nauradehi sanctuary located in Sagar district of state.

1. Cheetah, fastest land animal was declared extinct in India in 1952. India’s last spotted Asiatic cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus

venaticus) had died in Chhattisgarh in 1947. According to earlier action plan, around 20 cheetahs were to be translocated to

Nauradehi from Namibia in Africa.

2. The Project was conceived in 2009, but State was not ready to finance plan contending that it was Centre’s project.

40. Maharashtra’s Mahabaleshwar become wettest place in India in 2018, leaving behind Meghalaya’s long famed Cherrapunji.

Mahabaleshwar received a staggering 5661.6 mm rainfall this season till now, much more than Cherrapunji’s 4735 mm.

1. Cherrapunji holds two Guinness world records for receiving the maximum amount of rainfall in a single year, 26,471mm

(1,042.2 in) of rainfall between August 1860 and July 1861 and maximum amount of rainfall in a single month (9,300mm) in

July 1861.

41. Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Dharmendra Pradhan launched an online portal to enable easy, efficient and transparent

booking of common carrier capacity for natural gas transmission services under GAIL’s pipelines, as first step to facilitate gas

trading on a exchange-traded platform in India.

1. The online portal is first-of-its-kind in the natural gas sector of the country. It will provide gas consumers the facility to

register pipeline capacity bookings online.

42. Minister of Steel, Chaudhary Birender Singh unveiled corporate sports policy for Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs)

under Ministry of Steel.

1. Steel CPSEs will discharge their responsibility through infrastructural and institutional support for talent spotting,

scholarships, training and coaching.

2. CPSEs under Steel Ministry will form an apex sports body, which will be affiliated to National Level Sports Associations.

43. Ministry of Earth Sciences will set up a Cyclone Warning Centre in Thiruvananthapuram, by October 2018, after recent extreme

weather events striking Kerala and Karnataka. Currently, IMD has cyclone warning centers at Chennai, Vishakhapatnam,

Bhubaneswar, Kolkata, Ahmedabad and Mumbai.

1. Earth Sciences Ministry will also set up a C-Band Doppler Weather Radar at Mangalore by end of 2019, which will cover

parts of northern Kerala. At present, 2 Doppler Weather Radars are in Kerala, at Kochi and Thiruvananthapuram.

44. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare issued advisory to all states and Union Territories to not allow manufacture, sale and

advertisement of e-cigarettes and other Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS).

1. ENDS are devices that heat solution to create aerosol, which also frequently contains flavours, usually dissolved into

propylene glycolor and glycerin. e-cigarettes (electronic cigarettes) are most common prototype of ENDS.

45. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare notified new specified health warnings for all tobacco product packs, applicable w.e.f. 1st

September 2018. Under new rules, Government released two separate set of images. The first set will be used on tobacco products

from September 1, 2018 for period of 1 year, whereas second set of images will be used from September 1, 2019. All cigarette and

tobacco packs will carry new pictorial warnings including ‘Quit Today’ message from September 1.

46. Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) designated National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) as nodal authority to curb online child

pornography, sexual violence and rape videos. It also has been mandated to launch online portal for receiving complaints and

acting on them.

47. Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) revoked security clearance of Qatar government’s state-funded English news broadcaster Al

Jazeera, supposedly to be for documentary made by it on militancy in Jammu & Kashmir (J&K), which Indian Government viewed

as “biased”.

48. Ministry of Women and Child Development announced to observe September as the National Nutrition Month to mark the

country’s fight against malnutrition. Recently, Rajasthan State Govt also announced to observe September as Nutrition Month

every year.

49. MoU was signed between the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and National Health Agency (NHA), to provide

capacity building for Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) to ensure effective rollout and continued quality

implementation.

50. Monsoon Session Passed Bills (August 2018) -

1. Parliament passed Constitution (123rd Amendment) Bill that seeks to provide constitutional status to National Commission

for Backward Classes (NCBC). It was passed by Both (Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha) in current Monsoon Season of

Parliament.



1. It provides for granting of constitutional status to the National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) on par with

the National Commission for Scheduled Castes and the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, to extend Benefits

given to SC / STs to backward classes.

2. Cabinet also decided to amend the SC/ST Act to further strengthen the law to protect their rights. A committee has

been set up under G Rohini to examine sub-categorisation of Other Backward Classes.

2. Parliament passed Commercial Courts, Commercial Division and Commercial Appellate Division of High Courts

(Amendment) Bill 2018. It enables creation of commercial divisions in High Courts and commercial courts at district level to

adjudicate commercial disputes. Features -

1. Bill Reduction in pecuniary limits, from 1 crore to 3 lakh.

2. Parent Act barred commercial courts to be constituted in cases where High Court has original jurisdiction to hear

commercial cases. Bill removes this bar and allows states to constitute commercial courts where High Courts have

original jurisdiction.

3. Allows state governments to notify commercial appellate courts at the district judge level in areas where High Courts

do not have ordinary original civil jurisdiction.

4. Introduces pre-institution mediation process in cases where no urgent, interim relief is contemplated, to provide

parties with opportunity to resolve commercial disputes outside ambit of courts through authorities.

5. Bill removes provision of counterclaim in relation to transfer of suits in a commercial dispute of at least Rs. 1 crore in

civil court.

6. It was passed by Both (Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha) in current Monsoon Season of Parliament.

3. Parliament passed National Sports University Bill 2018, to set up India’s first National Sports University in Imphal

(Manipur). It is mandated to promote sports education in areas of sports sciences, sports technology, sports management,

and sports coaching. Bill empowers It to grant degrees, diplomas and certificates. It was passed by Both (Lok Sabha and

Rajya Sabha) in current Monsoon Season of Parliament.

4. Parliament passed Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Bill 2018 -

1. Investigating officer will not require approval of any authority for the arrest of an accused.

2. Preliminary enquiry will not be required for the registration of a First Information Report against a person accused

under the Act.

3. SC/ST Act 1989 states that persons accused of committing an offence under the Act cannot apply for anticipatory bail. 

The Bill seeks to clarify that this provision will apply despite any judgements or orders of a court that provide

otherwise.

4. Bill restores original provisions of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989.

It prohibits commission of offences against members of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (SCs and STs) and

establishes special courts for trial of such offences and rehabilitation of victims. It overturns a March 2018 Supreme

Court judgment which diluted some provisions of law protecting Dalits and tribals from atrocities.

5. It was passed by Both (Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha) in current Monsoon Season of Parliament.

5. Parliament passed Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill 2018 -

1. Jail term of minimum 20 years or life imprisonment or death for rape of girl under 12 years.

2. Increases minimum punishment from 10 years to 20 years for crime of rape of girl under 16 years, which can be

extended to imprisonment for rest of life.

3. Increases minimum punishment for rape of women from rigorous imprisonment of 7 years to 10 years, which can be

extended to life imprisonment.

4. Investigation and trial must be completed in two months. It proposes 6 months’ time limit for disposal of appeals in

rape cases.

5. It was passed by Both (Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha) in current Monsoon Season of Parliament.

6. Lok Sabha passed Representation of the People (Amendment) Bill 2017, to extend facility of ‘proxy voting’ to overseas

Indians, on lines of service voters. It amends Representation of People Act (RPA) 1950 and 1951 to allow for proxy voting and

make certain provisions of these Acts gender-neutral.

1. Approx 1 crore Indians are settled abroad, of which 60 lakh may be within eligible voting age. By granting them proxy

voting rights, overseas Indians will be able to exercise franchise during elections and also need not to spend foreign

currency to come to India during elections.



7. Lok Sabha passed Arbitration and Conciliation Bill (Amendment) 2018, which provides for time-bound settlement of

disputes as well as accountability of arbitrator, to amend Arbitration and Conciliation Act 1996. 

1. It contains provisions to deal with domestic and international arbitration, and defines law for conducting conciliation

proceedings.

2. Key Provisions -

1. Seeks to establish Arbitration Council of India (ACI), for promotion of arbitration, mediation, conciliation and

other alternative dispute redressal mechanisms.

3. Relaxation of time limits - Under 1996 Act, arbitral tribunals are required to make their award within a period of 12

months for all arbitration proceedings. Amendment bill has proposed to remove this time restriction for international

commercial arbitrations.

4. New Bill requires that written claim and the defence to the claim in an arbitration proceeding, should be completed

within six months of the appointment of the arbitrators.

5. Bill provides that all details of arbitration proceedings will be kept confidential except for details of the arbitral award

in certain circumstances. 

6. Applicability of Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 2015:  The bill clarifies that the 2015 Act shall only apply to arbitral

proceedings that started on or after October 23, 2015.

8. Parliament passed Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (2nd Amendment) Bill 2018, seeking to replace Insolvency and

Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Ordinance 2018. Provisions -

1. It clarifies that home buyers under a real estate project should be treated as financial creditors.

2. Voting threshold for routine decisions taken by committee of creditors has been reduced from 75 % to 51 %. For certain

key decisions, this has been reduced to 66 %.

3. Allows withdrawal of a resolution application submitted to National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) under the Code,

after approval of 90 % of committee of creditors.

4. Features of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Ordinance 2018 -

1. Section 29(A) of IBC 2016 has been amended to exempt pure play financial entities from being disqualified on

account of non-performing assets (NPA).

2. Promoters of companies with turnover of up to Rs 250 crore will be allowed to bid. Earlier, they were barred from

bidding as government feared that they will walk away with stressed assets at a discount.

3. It provides a year time to Resolution Applicant to obtain necessary statutory clearances from central, state and

other authorities.

5. Lok Sabha passed Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, outlawing talaq-e-biddat. According to it,

talaq-e-biddat has been made a cognizable and non-bailable offence.

1. Three provisions of the Bill - Instant triple talaq is illegal, It imposes a jail term of up to 3 years and fine, It

provides additional safeguards from the Act being misused It also provides for subsistence allowance to Muslim

women and custody of minor children as may be determined by the magistrate.

2. It will soon be tabled in Rajya Sabha, for clearance.

9. Parliament passed Requisitioning and Acquisition of Immovable Property (Amendment) Bill, regarding compensation

payable for acquisition of immovable property by the Centre for defence and security purposes. It was earlier passed by Lok

Sabha in July 2018.

1. The act enables central government to requisition immovable property (or land) for any public purpose like defence

and security purposes. Amendment also involves a provision to allow the Centre to re-issue the notice of acquisition to

make sure that the property owner gets an opportunity to be heard.

51. Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport was renamed as Chhatrapati Shivaji ‘Maharaj’ International Airport, To pay

more respect to great maratha warrior. Mumbai’s airport was formerly known as Sahar International Airport. It was renamed as

Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport in 1999.

52. NITI Aayog has made computer chip manufacturer NVIDIA its deep learning technology partner to support its MoveHack event.

NVIDIA will help NITI Aayog to solve grand challenge of making innovations in mass mobility matter of national importance

using Artifical Intellegence (AI) and deep learning.

1. MoveHack is global mobility hackathon event organized by NITI Aayog to crowdsource solutions aimed at the future of

mobility in India.



2. Deep learning technology is subset of machine learning (ML) in artificial intelligence (AI) that has networks capable of

learning unsupervised from data that is unstructured or unlabelled.

53. NITI Aayog released five Thematic Reports on Sustainable Development in Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) recognizing

uniqueness of Himalayas and challenges for sustainable development, prepared by 5 working groups that were set up by NITI

Aayog in June 2017. Areas are -

1. Inventory and Revival of Springs in Himalayas for Water Security, Sustainable Tourism in Indian Himalayan Region,

Transformative Approach to Shifting Cultivation, Strengthening Skill &amp; Entrepreneurship Landscape in Himalayas and

Data and Information for Informed Decision Making.

2. Inventory and Revival of springs in Himalayas for Water Security.

3. Sustainable Tourism in Indian Himalayan Region.

4. Transformative approach to shifting cultivation (i.e. slash and burn (Jhum cultivation)) - There is urgent need for

assessment of nature and extent of shifting cultivation area.

5. Strengthening Skill and Entrepreneurship Landscape in Himalayas - There is need to set up demand driven network of skill

and entrepreneurship development Centers in Himalayan States along with consortium of institutions of high learning for

mountain specific research and technology.

6. Data/Information for Informed Decision Making - Central Data Management Agency for Himalayan Database must be set

up at GB Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment and Development. It should be linked with Hindukush

Himalaya Monitoring and Assessment program (HIMAP).

54. Odisha government has set up a state-of-the-art interpretation centre at Bhitarkania National Park to showcase its flora, fauna

and rich biodiversity.

55. Odisha government signed MOU with two US-based agencies to eradicate malaria. in. The 2 agencies are: ‘Malaria No More’ and

‘Malaria Elimination Trust’.

56. Punjab CM Amarinder Singh launched PUDA 360 model to facilitate online property transactions, provided by Punjab Urban

Planning and Development Authority (PUDA). It would offer services like E-auction, common platform to the promoters/ builders

for advertisement, Checking of delays in sanction of building plans etc.

57. Punjab Cabinet approved amendments to Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) to make disrespect of

religious texts (Sacrilege) punishable with life imprisonment.

58. Punjab Cabinet approved formation of the state higher education council to offer quality education, to be headed by CM

Amarinder Singh and Higher education minister as vice chairman.

1. It is formed to provide quality higher education in Punjab’s institutions through optimum sharing of resources between

universities and colleges, for research purposes, academic and governance reforms, monitoring and evaluation of higher

education institutions.

2. Cabinet also approved proposal of the Local Government Department for amending validity of the Punjab Municipal

Infrastructure Development Fund (PMIDF) Act, 2011, to extend its validity till 2037-38, from 2020-21.

3. Cabinet als0 approved a bill for creation of a price stabilisation fund, to ensure that state farmers get minimum support price

(MSP). It would protect interests of farmers amid sudden fall in prices of certain agricultural commodities.

59. Punjab assembly passed Police (Amendment) Bill 2018 that would pave way for setting up of a State Security Commission for

selection of director general of police (DGP). It amends Punjab Police Act 2007, that did not provide for selection of DGP from

panel as prepared by UPSC.

60. Rajasthan CM Vasundhara Raje inaugurated Bhamashah Techno Hub in Jhalana Industrial Area of Jaipur, said to be India's

biggest start up incubator centre.

61. Tamil Nadu CM Edappadi K. Palaniswami has inaugurated India’s tallest Film Studio named ‘MGR Centenary Film Studio’, as 56

feet tall, 110 metres long and 100 feet wide studio. The studio is named after former Chief Minister M.G. Ramachandran.

62. Tamil Nadu CM Edappadi K. Palaniswami laid the foundation stone for setting up of a Special Investment Region (SIR) in

northern Krishnagiri district to attract investments, with approx 2420 crores expense.

63. Telangana Government increased the free electricity supply to the families of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for

domestic purpose from the current 50 units to 101 units.

64. Traditional annual Hindu festival of Onam held in Kerala. It is celebrated to commemorate King Mahabali, whose spirit is said to

visit Kerala at the time of Onam.

65. Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) announced a new measure that seeks to facial recognition mandatory for every

authentication that requires Aadhaar. It is being used to provide an added security layer and also make Aadhaar process more



inclusive.

66. University Grants Commission (UGC) directed universities and higher education institutes to ban sale of junk food on their

campuses.

67. Various changes in names as tribute to Former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee who passed away recently -

1. Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) announced its decision to rename its School of Management and Entrepreneurship as

Atal Bihari Vajpayee School of Management and Entrepreneurship.

2. Chhattisgarh Govt. renaming upcoming capital of the state Naya Raipur as Atal Nagar.

3. Uttar Pradesh Govt. will name proposed Bundelkhand Expressway as ‘Atal Path’.

4. AIIMS Rishikesh auditorium, a ghat on Sabarmati River in Gujarat and cyber tower in Mauritius to be named after him.

5. Andhra Pradesh to name AIIMS Mangalagiri after Him.

6. Himachal Pradesh to rename Rohtang Tunnel after him.

7. Madhya Pradesh govt. to rename Habibganj railway station after him.

8. Assam to name the yet-to-be-inaugurated Bogibeel bridge after him, as Atal Setu.

Top

 

Persons

1. Obituaries (August 2018) -

1. Jalees Sherwani - Noted Bollywood Sreenwriter.

2. Umbayee - Noted Malayalam Ghazal singer.

3. Krishna Shripadrao Deshpande - Noted library scientist.

4. Muthuvel Karunanidhi - Former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, served for over five terms between 1969 and 2011.

5. Sumatheendra R. Nadig - Noted Kannada poet.

6. Jarrod Lyle - Noted Australian golfer.

7. Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul - Noted Indian Origin British writer who won 2001 Nobel Prize for Literature. He was born

in Trinidad in a family with Indian roots.

8. Somnath Chatterjee - Former Lok Sabha speaker.

9. Nicholas Bett - former 400m hurdles world champion from Kenya.

10. Balramji Dass Tandon - Incumbent (Current) Governor of Chhattisgarh. Anandiben Patel (Governor of Madhya Pradesh) has

been named as Acting Governor of Chhattisgarh.

11. Ajit Wadekar - Former Cricketer.

12. Hakam Singh - Former Track Athelete. He had won gold medal at 1978 Asian Games in 20 kilometre race walk.

13. Atal Bihari Vajpayee - Former Prime Minister of India.

1. He was Prime Minister thrice in 1996 (13 days), 1998-1999 and 1999-2004 (making him first non-Congress leader to

have completed full term as Prime Minister).

2. During his second term as PM, he ordered thermonuclear tests in May 1998 which were seen as strategic masterstroke

to blunt Pakistan’s nuclear ambitions. He was awarded the India’s highest civilian honour ‘Bharat Ratna’ in 2015. His

birthday is celebrated as Good Governance Day (GGD) by the Central Government since 2014. He was also honored by

Bangladesh Muktijuddho Sanmanona (Bangladesh Liberation War honour) in 2015.

3. His poetry collection is released in his book Meri Ekyaavan Kavitayein (My 51 Poems). During his stint as PM, India

won Kargil war Against Pakistan. Some Other notable books of Shri Vajpayee were -

1. Meri Sansadiya Yatra

2. Meri Ekyavan Kavitayen (poetry)

3. Sankalp Kaal

4. Shakti-se-Shanti

5. Four Decades in Parliament

6. Mrityu Ya Hatya

7. Amar Balidan

8. Kaidi Kaviraj Ki Kundalian

9. New Dimensions of India’s Foreign Policy

10. Jan Sangh Aur Mussalman

11. Sansad Mein Teen Dashak
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12. Amar Aag Hai

13. Kya Khoya Kya Paya

14. Kuchh Lekh Kuchh Bhaashan

15. Vichaar-Bindu

16. Bindu-Bindu Vichar

17. Gathbandhan Ki Rajneeti

18. Nayi Chunouti : Naya Avasar

19. Na Dainyam Na Palaynam

14. Kofi Annan (Ghana) - Former United Nations Secretary General.

15. Aretha Franklin - Noted US Singer.

16. Uri Avnery - Noted Israeli journalist and peace activist.

17. Chemmanam Chacko - Noted Malayalam poet and Sahitya Akademi awardee.

18. Kuldip Nayar - Noted journalist and former Rajya Sabha member.

19. Debu Bose - Noted Odia actor.

20. John McCain - Noted US Senator and a celebrated Vietnam war hero.

21. Gopal Bose - Former Bengal cricketer.

22. K K Haridas - Noted Malayalam film director

23. Nandamuri Harikrishna - Telugu actor and Politician.

2. Visits from India (Aug 21 - 31, 2018) -

1. Minister of State (IC) for AYUSH, Shripad Yesso Naik visited Netherlands for 4th International Ayurveda Congress (IAvC),

organized by International Maharishi Ayurveda Foundation, Netherlands; All India Ayurvedic Congress, New Delhi and

International Academy of Ayurveda, Pune.

2. Prime Minister Narendra Modi Visited Nepal (Kathmandu) -

1. Participated in 4th BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) Meet.

Theme of the summit is ‘Towards a peaceful, prosperous and sustainable Bay of Bengal region’.
 

1. BIMSTEC is regional grouping of seven countries in South Asia and South East Asia lying in littoral and adjacent

areas of Bay of Bengal. It was established on 6 June 1997 through Bangkok Declaration. It is headquartered in

Dhaka, Bangladesh.

2. Members - India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand.

3. 8th meeting of India-Kenya Joint Trade Committee held in Nairobi (Kenya). It was attended by Minister of Commerce &

Industry and Civil Aviation Suresh Prabhu.

4. Minister of Commerce& Industry and Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu attended 6th RCEP Trade Ministers’ Meeting in

Singapore.

5. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj Visited Vietnam and Cambodia. She attended 3rd Indian Ocean Conference in

Hanoi (Vietnam). Its theme was “Building Regional Architectures”.

6. Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman visited Thailand.

7. G20 Digital Economy Ministerial Meeting held in Salta (Argentina). India was represented by Minister for Electronics and IT

& Law and Justice, Ravi Shankar Prasad.

3. Visits to India (Aug 21 - 31, 2018) -

1. China’s Defence Minister Wei Fenghe Visited India (New Delhi). India and China decided to work towards a new bilateral

MoU on Defence Exchanges and Cooperation to replace MoU signed in 2006.

2. Defence Minister of Japan, Itsunori Onodera visited India.

Top

 

Science

1.  NASA confirmed that there are frozen water deposits in darkest and coolest parts of Moon’s Polar Regions, using data from

India's Chandrayaan-I spacecraft.

1. Chandrayaan-I spacecraft was launched in 2008 by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).

2. At the southern pole of moon, most of ice is concentrated at lunar craters, while northern pole’s ice is more widely and lightly

spread.
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3. Most of the newfound water ice lies in shadows of craters near poles, where warmest temperatures never reach above minus

156 degrees Celsius (-250 degrees Fahrenheit).

2. Australian researchers have announced that they have developed a new technique to detect early-stage cancer tumour cells in the

blood through malaria protein VAR2CSA. In this, VAR2CSA sticks to cancer cells and helps detect more number of cancer cells

than before.

3. Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) unveiled details of its first indigenous human space mission dubbed as Gaganyaan

to be launched in 2022, announced by PM Narendra Modi during his 72nd Independence Day speech.

1. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will outsource production of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicles (PSLV) and

Small Satellite Launch Vehicles (SSLVs) to private Industries.

2. 3 Indian astronauts will be taken to space on board Gaganyaan spacecraft by 2022, as first human space mission to be

indigenously developed by ISRO.

3. India will become fourth nation in the world to send astronaut into space after US, Russia and China.

4. Rakesh Sharma was first Indian to travel to space, as part of the Soviet Union’s Soyuz T-11 expedition, launched on April 2,

1984, of the Intercosmos programme.

5. Cost of Gaganyaan mission will be less than Rs 10,000 crore. Prior to actual launch, ISRO will launch two unmanned

Gaganyaan missions (first in 30 months’ time and then 36 months).

6. GSLV Mk-III launch vehicle will be used to launch Gaganyaan as it has necessary payload capability for mission.

7. ISRO also announced to outsource production of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicles (PSLV) and Small Satellite Launch

Vehicles (SSLVs) to private Industries.

4. India’s first captive-born Humboldt Penguin named Freedom Baby died barely a week after it was born at Veermata Jijabai

Bhosale Udyan and Zoo (Byculla zoo) (Maharashtra). It was named Freedom Baby as it was born on Independence Day. It was the

first Humboldt Penguin to born in captivity in India.

1. Byculla zoo imported 8 Humboldt Penguins from South Korea in July 2016, kept thereafter in special enclosure where

average temperature of 16-18 degrees celsius is maintained.

2. Humboldt penguin is named after the cold water current (Humboldt current) it swims in. It is native to South America and

breeds in coastal Chile and Peru.

5. NASA designed 2 virtual reality applications named NASA Selfies append NASA’s Exoplanet Excursions, to celebrate 15th

anniversary of the Spitzer Space Telescope.

1. NASA Selfies app users can take selfies in a virtual spacesuit and can pose in front of various cosmic locations.

2. NASA’s Exoplanet Excursions takes the users on a virtual guided tour of the TRAPPIST-1 planetary system.

6. NASA detected signs of water above Jupiter’s Great Red Spot, a storm that has been persistent for more than 350 years. The

pressure of water combined with measurements of carbon monoxide, show that Jupiter has 2 to 9 times more oxygen than Sun.

7. NASA’s First asteroid sampling spacecraft OSIRIS-REx captured first images of its target asteroid Bennu (from a distance of 2.1

million KMs) and began its final approach towards it after almost two-year journey.

1. OSIRIS-Rex stands for Origins, Spectral Interpretation, Resource Identification, Security-Regolith Explorer. kilometre. It

was launched in September 2016 for studying 101955 Bennu, a carbonaceous asteroid.

2. It is scheduled to reach asteroid in 2018 and return to Earth after collecting some of its gravels by 2023.

3. Bennu is near-Earth carbonaceous asteroid about the size of a small mountain in the Apollo group. It was discovered in

September 1999 by the LINEAR Project. It is carbon-rich asteroid and believed to be the type of asteroids that may have

chemical building blocks of life, along with lots of water.

8. Researchers at University of Oxford (UK) developed a new technology that can detect patients with the risk of deadly heart

attacks, well in advance. It uses a new biomarker named the Fat Attenuation Index (FAI). It analyzes computed tomography (CT)

images of fat around arteries to detect the inflamed plaques that can cause heart attacks.

9. Researchers from Massachusetts Institute of Technology (USA) developed a wireless 'in-body GPS' system that can track

tumours and pinpoint location of ingestible implants inside body. In tests conducted on animals, system called ‘ReMix’ was found

to be able to track implants with centimetre-level accuracy. It could be used to deliver drugs to specific regions in the body, and

ease up the healing process.

10. Researchers from University of Minnesota (USA) found a way to 3D print light receptors on a curved glass surface in a medical

technology which could be used to produce a 'bionic eye'.

11. Scientists at University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA) have set a new Guinness World Record by creating the smallest medical

robot — a device measuring just 120 nanometres that could assist in future cancer and Alzheimer’s treatments.



12. US Scientists identified 3 new species of ancient primates that were earlier unknown, and have named them: Ekwiiyemakius

walshi, Gunnelltarsius randalli and Brontomomys cerutti. They lived 42 to 46 million years ago.

Top

 

Sports

1. 2019 Asian Youth and Junior Weightlifting Championships will be held in North Korean capital Pyongyang.

2. FIFA took temporary control over the Uruguayan Football Association (AUF) due to governance issues.

3. Ferrari's Racer Sebastian Vettel (Germany) won F1 Belgian Grand Prix -

1. 2018 Formula 1 (F1) Calendar-

1. Serial Grand Prix Date Winner

1 Australian Grand Prix 25 March Sebastian Vettel (Germany)

2 Bahrain Grand Prix 8 April Sebastian Vettel (Germany)

3 Chinese Grand Prix 15 April Daniel Ricciardo (Australia)

4 Azerbaijan Grand Prix 29 April Lewis Hamilton (UK)

5 Spanish Grand Prix 13 May Lewis Hamilton (UK)

6 Monaco Grand Prix 27 May Daniel Ricciardo (Australia)

7 Canadian Grand Prix 10 June Sebastian Vettel (Germany)

8 French Grand Prix 24 June Lewis Hamilton (UK)

9 Austrian Grand Prix 1 July Max Verstappen (Belgian-Dutch)

10 British Grand Prix 8 July Sebastian Vettel (Germany)

11 German Grand Prix 22 July Lewis Hamilton (UK)

12 Hungarian Grand Prix 29 July Lewis Hamilton (UK)

13 Belgian Grand Prix 26 August Sebastian Vettel (Germany)

14 Italian Grand Prix 2 September

15 Singapore Grand Prix 16 September

16 Russian Grand Prix 30 September

17 Japanese Grand Prix 7 October

18 USA Grand Prix 21 October

19 Mexican Grand Prix 28 October

20 Brazilian Grand Prix 11 November

21 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 25 November

4. Forbes' List Of Highest Paid Female Athletes 2018 -

1. American Tennis Player Serena Williams (with earnings of $18.1 million) is highest paid female athlete for 3rd consecutive

year.

2. Top 3 -

1. Serena Williams ($18.1 million) (American Tennis Player)

2. Dane Caroline Wozniacki ($13 million) (Danish Tennis Player)

3. Sloane Stephens ($11.2 million) (American tennis player)

3. Indian badminton player P.V. Sindhu ranked at 7th place with earnings of $8.5 million.

5. Japan won its first FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup title, held in France. Japan defeated Spain in final.

1. England held 3rd place while France stayed 4th.

2. Patricia Guijarro (Spain) named as Best Player.

6. Kho-Kho will be included as a demonstration sport in Asian Indoor Games, Also having possibility to be included as a discipline

in next Asian Games.

7. Misc. Sporting Events (August 2018) -
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1. 10-year-old swimmer Clark Kent Apuada (USA) has broke a record held by Noted Olympian Swimmer Michael Phelps,

completing 100-meter butterfly in 1:09:38, ahead of Phelps' record that he set in 1995 (with 1:10.48 timing).

2. Kliment Kolesnikov of Russia created a world record for 50 metres backstroke swimming, as he won European

Championship in Glasgow (Scotland). He recorded 24 seconds and broke previous record by 0.04 seconds.

3. Indian Chess Player Vaibhav Suri beat Prithu Gupta and won Biel Masters Chess title in Switzerland.

4. Indian Golfer Gaganjeet Bhullar won his first European Tour title at Fiji International.

5. Indian Cricketer Virat Kohli became fastest captain to reach 7000 international runs. Kohli also featured at top in latest ICC

Test Rankings. Also, Nepalese cricketer Rohit Kumar Paudel (aged 15 years) became 4th youngest debutant in men’s ODI

cricket.

6. Karman Kaur Thandi became 6th Indian to rank among top 200th in WTA (Women’s Tennis Association) list, after Ankita

Raina, Sania Mirza, Nirupama Vaidyanathan, Shikha Uberoi and Sunitha Rao.

7. India's under-20 Football team won a game against traditionally strong Argentina tea by 2-1, during COTIF Cup in Spain.

Also, under-16 team football of India defeated under-16 champions team of Iraq in West Asian Football Federation Cup in

Amman (Jordon).

8. India’s Swastika Ghosh won bronze medal in junior girls’ doubles along with Singapore’s Jingyi Zhou in 2018 Hang Seng

Hong Kong Junior and Cadet Open, in Hong Kong.

9. Tokyo 2020 (Japan) will be first Olympics to use facial recognition technology to increase security around all venues. It will

use IC chips within identification cards to automatically verify identity of those entering over 40 sporting venues.

10. Indian-American student Avi Goel won world championship at International Geography Bee’s junior varsity division held in

Berlin (Germany).

11. Saudi Arabia’s Mosaad Aldossary won FIFA eWorld Cup held at O2 Arena in London (Britain).

12. English cricketer James Anderson became first player to take 100 wickets at Lord’s, achieving it during second Test against

India.

13. Indian golfer Viraj Madappa became youngest Indian to win on Asian Tour, after winning his first title on Asian Tour at Take

Solutions Masters in Bengaluru (Karnataka).

14. Indian cricketer Virat Kohli stayed at top spot in list of highest run scorers in international cricket in 2018.

15. Indian cyclist Esow Alben won India’s maiden medal in track cycling at world level, after he won silver medal in Men’s Keirin

event of UCI Junior Track Cycling World Championships held in Aigle (Switzerland).

16. New Delhi will host Combined ISSF (International Shooting Sport Federation) World Cup to be held before 2020 Tokyo

Olympics.

17. 14 years old Nihal Sarin became India’s 53rd Chess Grandmaster after winning at Abu Dhabi Masters. Also, Vaishali R (17

years), became India’s latest Woman Grandmaster (WGM) after earning her third and final WGM norm at Riga Technical

University Open at Latvia.

18. India's Para Athlete Divyesh Sondagar won 2 Gold medals in World Celebral Palsy Games in Barcelona (Spain).

19. Pakistani fast bowler Mohammad Irfan set the world record for the most economical four-over bowling figures in history of

T20 cricket, when he conceded just 1 run in 4 overs spell, with 23 dot balls.

8. Odisha for First time will Organize 2018 Men’s Hockey World Cup, which will be the 14th edition of tournament. It will be

organized in November - December 2018, at Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar.
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