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Appointments

1. Cricketer-turned-politician Imran Khan took oath as 22nd prime minister of Pakistan. While, Asad Qaiser is chosen as Speaker of

the National Assembly of Pakistan.

2. Government appointed Ashish Kumar Bhutani as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY),

till May 2020.

1. PMFBY was launched in 2016, replacing National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS) and Modified National

Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS).

2. It aims to reduce premium burden on farmers and ensure early settlement of crop assurance claim for the full insured sum.

3. Under this, farmers need to pay uniform premium of only 2% for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all Rabi crops. In case of

annual commercial and horticultural crops, farmers have to pay premium of only 5%. Balance premium will be paid by

Government, without a limit on subsidy.

4. It covers yield losses due to non-preventable risks including natural hazards.

3. Ibrahim Boubacar Keita has been re-elected as President of Mali (West Africa) for 5 year term.

4. India's Subrata Dutta is elected as vice president of newly formed South West Asian Football Federation (SWAFF).

5. Indian scientist N Raghuram became first Indian and Asian to get elected as Chair of International Nitrogen Initiative (INI), a

global policy making initiative, to take up role from January 1, 2019. He will steer 6 regional centres.

6. Ramesh Powar has been named as head coach of Indian women’s cricket team till 2018 ICC Women's World Twenty20 to be

hosted by West Indies in November 2018.

Top

 

Awards

1. Annie Zaidi won Hindu Playwright Award 2018 for her play Untitled-1, during 14th The Hindu Theatre Fest in Chennai.

2. Annual Directors Guild of America (DGA) honours Winners - Ang Lee (Noted Chinese Director), Nancy Utley, Amy Klobuchar,

John McGuire and Ann Roth.

3. SK Arora (Delhi) has been awarded World Health Organization (WHO) World No Tobacco Day 2017 Award for his extraordinary

contribution towards tobacco control.

4. Three US scientists James Allison, Carl June and Steven Rosenberg are declared winners of 2018 Albany Medical Center Prize in

Medicine and Biomedical Research.

5. USA awarded Legion of Merit (Degree of Commander) to Former Indian Army Chief Dalbir Singh Suhag, for exceptional service

as chief of Indian Army. With this, he became 2nd Indian to get this award, first being General Rajendrasinghji Jadeja in 1946.

Top

 

Books

1. Oil and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched Odia edition of book ‘Exam Warriors’ written by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in Bhubaneswar (Odisha).

Top
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Committees

1. Central government constituted a coordination committee to work on discharge of floodwaters between Kerala-Tamilnadu, amid

heavy rainfall and floods in Kerala. Committee is headed by Central Water Commission Chairman Narendra Kumar.

2. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) constituted 3 member committee to look into draft food labelling and

display regulations-Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and Display) Regulations 2018, headed by B Sesikeran.

3. Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) constituted a working group to update norms for insurance

surveyors, to be headed by Yegna Priya Bharat. It will address areas pertaining to licensing, renewal and IIISLA membership in

context of existing regulatory framework for surveyors and loss assessors.

4. Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD) has set up a committee to suggest changes to JEE (Advanced),after

inadequate number of candidates qualifying entrance test this year. It committee will be headed by IIT-Madras director Bhaskar

Ramamurthy.

Top

 

Days

1. Aug 12 - International Youth Day. 2018 theme is Safe Spaces for Youth. It is also observed as World Elephant Day.

2. Aug 15, 2018 - 72nd Independence Day of India.

1. President Ram Nath Kovind has approved 131 Gallantry Awards to Defence Personnel, including 1 Kirti Chakras, 20 Shaurya

Chakras (Army - 14, Navy - 1, MHA - 4), 3 Bar to Sena Medals (Gallantry), 93 Sena Medals (Gallantry), 11 Nao Sena Medals

(Gallantry) and 3 Vayu Sena Medals (Gallantry).

1. Kirti Charka - Sepoy Vrahma Pal Singh of Rajput Regiment. He laid down his life in a fierce counter-insurgency

operation in which 3 terrorists were killed at Pulwama in J&K in November 2018.

2. Shaurya Chakras Include Rifleman Aurangzeb and Major Aditya Kumar of Indian Army.

3. Vayu Sena Medals -  P Prasad, Vernon Desmond Keane, Abhishek Sharma.

2. Medals for Coast Guard Personnel -

1. 1 President's Tatrakshak Medal (PTM) (Distinguished Service) - Rakesh Pal

2. 5 Tatrakshak Medal (TM) (Gallantry)

3. 2 Tatrakshak Medal (TM) (Meritorious Service)

3. On this occasion, Railways made ‘digital screens’ operational at 22 stations, to spread awareness among public about

heritage of Indian Railways.

4. PM Narendra Modi as part of his Independence Day speech announced to put India in space by 2022 under manned space

mission on board ‘Gajanan’. India will become fourth nation in the world to send astronaut into space after US, Russia and

China. Former Indian Air Force (IAF) pilot Rakesh Sharma was first Indian to travel to space, as part of Soviet Union’s Soyuz

T-11 expedition in April 1984.

5. Government announced launch of Ayushman Bharat (now Jan Aarogya Abhiyan) on September 25, aiming to provide

country’s poor access to quality and affordable healthcare. Nearly 10 crore families will get health cover worth Rs 5 lakh each

year under this.

6. On this occasion, Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik launched Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana (BY) which provides annual cashless

health coverage of Rs 5 lakh per beneficiary family per annum. Patnaik also handed over ‘Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak’ and

‘Jeevan Rakshya Padak’ to two children – Pankaj Kumar Mahanta and Mamata Dalai, respectively, for their act of bravery.

7. On this occasion, Telangana Govt launched 2 Schemes -

1. Rythu Bandhu - Its first-of-its-kind life insurance programme worth Rs 5 lakh for farmers in state, with cost approx

650 Crores. Insurance amount will be given to farmer’s family within 10 days, in case of death of Farmer. It will bear

the annual premium of Rs 2,271 per farmer. Some Limitations are -

1. It is limited to farmers aged 18 - 60 years.

2. Limited to landowners who received monetary assistance of Rs 4000 from the state government to bear farming

costs under the ‘Rythu Bandhu’ programme earlier this year.

3. Tenant farmers have been left out of it.

2. Kanti Velugu - free eye screening for all citizens.
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8. A special film festival on theme Freedom Struggle and Freedom Fighters held to mark India’s 72nd Independence Day, in

Mumbai.

3. Aug 19 - World Humanitarian Day (WHD). 2018 Campaign theme for 2018 World Humanitarian Day is #NotATarget. Aug 19 is

also observed as World Photography Day.

4. Aug 20 - National Sadvbhavna Diwas in India. It commemorates Birth Anniversary of Former Prime Minister of India, Rajiv

Gandhi. Former West Bengal Governor Gopalkrishna Gandhi was conferred with 2018 Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award.

5. Aug 20 - World Mosquito Day. It honors British doctor Sir Ronald Ross’s discovery in 1897 that female mosquitoes transmit

malaria between humans.

Top

 

Defence

1. DRDO successfully tested indigenously developed light weight glide bomb Smart Anti Airfield Weapon (SAAW).

1. SAAW is India’s first fully indigenous anti-airfield weapon project sanctioned by Government in September 2013.

2. SAAW is long-range lightweight high precision-guided anti-airfield weapon. It is 120 kg smart weapon capable of engaging

ground targets with high precision up to range of 100 km.

2. Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) chaired by Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman approved procurement of 6 indigenously

manufactured Next Generation Offshore Patrol Vessels (NGOPVs) for Indian Navy, to be built in India at approx 4941 crores.

3. India and Thailand Armies conducted Joint Military Exercise called Maitree, in Thailand.

4. India successfully tested Indigenously developed Helicopter launched Anti-Tank Guided Missile ‘HELINA’.

5. Israeli Navy will procure multi-purpose Barak 8 missile defence system, jointly developed by India and Israel.

1. Barak-8 (Lightning 8 in Hebrew), also known as also known as LR-SAM / MR-SAM. Its Features include maximum speed of

Mach 2 with maximum operational range of 70 km (increased to 100 km now).

2. It has dual pulse rocket motor and Thrust vector control and possesses high degrees of maneuverability at target interception

range.

Top

 

Economy

1. As per National Bank for Agriculture & Rural Development’s (NABARD)'s First All India Rural Financial Inclusion Survey 2016-

17 -

1. Agricultural household account for 48% of rural households. Agriculture (farming) generates only 23% of rural income. Only

43% of average income of agricultural households comes from cultivation of crops and rearing of animals.

2. Number of rural households in India at 21.17 crores, of which 10.07 crores are agricultural.

3. Average net monthly income of Indian rural households in 2016-17 was INR 8059.

4. Among agricultural households, share of average income from cultivation and livestock rearing was just over 43%.

2. Banks Board Bureau (BBB) appointed two firms Egon Zehnder International and Hay Consultants to assist in developing

strategies for top bank management.

1. Egon Zehnder will design a flagship leadership development strategy for state-run banks in India.

2. Hay Consultants will assess leadership competencies and potential capabilities of people appearing for post of whole time

directors in state-run banks.

3. Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL) launched BSNL WINGS VOIP based service, requiring no SIM or cable wiring. WINGS offers

unlimited free audio/video calling for one year. It can be activated with a one-time fee of Rs. 1,099.

4. Bharti Axa Life Insurance and Airtel Payments Bank entered into an alliance to offer Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana

(PMJJBY), a government-backed life insurance scheme. It offers Rs 2 lakh life insurance cover for a nominal premium of Rs 330

per annum and can be purchased by all existing or new Airtel Payments Bank savings bank account holders between ages 18-50.

5. Digital payments firm Paytm acquired Bengaluru-based savings management firm Balance Technology, for approx 12 Crores

INR, to enhance its user and merchant interfaces with customised and intuitive user experiences.

6. Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) banned import of petcoke for use as fuel, allowing its import of only for use as

feedstock in some selecte industries like cement, lime kiln, calcium carbide and gasification.

7. Haryana Govt. launched an online portal for releasing grant-in-aid to government departments. It will make budgetary process

more transparent and enhance working efficiency of finance department officials.
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8. Home Ministry has issued new Standard Operating Procedures (SoPs) for cash refilling of automated teller machines (ATMs).,

after rising incidents of attacks on cash vans, cash vaults, ATM frauds and other internal frauds.

1. Most Notable event was a recent huge cyber attack on pune based Cosmos co-operative bank, in which hackers robbed

approx 94 Crores from bank. It was first such attack on any Indian Bank.

2. New Terms will be effective from 8 February 2019. There are over 8,000 cash vans in India, handling over 15000 crores

daily.

3. New Features -

1. Sets deadline of replenishing cash in ATMs before 9pm in cities and 6pm in rural areas, 4 PM for Naxal-hit districts.

2. Every cash van must have one driver, two armed security guards, two ATM officers or custodians.

3. The cash van should not carry cash of more than Rs. 5 crore per trip.

9. Maharashtra Government announced 500 crores for OBCs in Maharashtra, to help OBC community develop employment

opportunities.

10. National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) launched UPI 2.0, as upgraded version of Unified Payments Interface (UPI) -

1. It adds 4 new features to UPI,

1. Overdraft facility - It will allow users to link their overdraft (OD) account to UPI. Earlier, only current accounts and

savings accounts were able to linked with UPI.

2. One Time Mandate - It allows users to schedule payments. It also allows pre-authorisation of transaction in which

amount will be deducted on date for which has been scheduled.

3. Invoice in Inbox - It allows users to get invoices sent by merchants in their inbox, which will help them to view and

verify credentials.

4. Signed Intent and QR - This will allow users to check credentials of merchants via Quick Response (QR) code. It will

enable to check whether merchant is UPI verified or not.

11. Payments Firm PhonePe entered partnership with Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) to facilitate

convenient, fast and secure payments through PhonePe on IRCTC Rail connect Android app.

12. Rural Electrification Corporation (REC) signed loan agreement with German bank KfW in Frankfurt for EUR 200 million, for

financing clean energy projects in India. This is REC’s fourth line of credit under Indo-German development cooperation.

13. Sarvatra Technologies launched ‘Sevalia Urban Co-operative Bank’ as 450th co-operative bank on National Financial Switch

(NFS). Sarvatra brings many co-operative banks on digital payment platform by making them inter-operable with large banks.

14. Survey conducted by UK-based YouGov named SBI as most patriotic brand in India, after surveying covered 152 brands across 11

categories.

15. Walmart completion of $16-billion deal for acquiring 77 % stake in Indian ecommerce firm Flipkart.

1. Kalyan Krishnamurthy will continue to be Flipkart’s CEO.

2. Co-founder Sachin Bansal exited with over 7000 Crores in Cash,while another Co-founder Binny Bansal will stay with his

roles.

3. Walmart will appoint five members to eight-member board of Flipkart.

Top

 

International

1.  World Bank mandated Commonwealth Bank of Australia (CBA) to issue world’s first blockchain-based bond. The Kangaroo

bond, referring to foreign bonds issued in Australia in local currency, has been named bond-i, an acronym standing for Blockchain

Offered New Debt Instrument. (It’s also a reference to Bondi Beach, an iconic spot in Sydney).

2. 2018 Global Liveability Index released by Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) -

1. Austrian capital Vienna ranked as world’s most liveable city among 140 major cities.

2. Top 5 -

1. Vienna (Austria)

2. Melbourne (Australia)

3. Osaka (Japan)

4. Calgary (Canada)

5. Sydney (Australia)

3. Bottom 10 (Least Liveable) -

1. Port Moresby (Papua New Guinea) (136th)
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2. Karachi (Pakistan) (137th)

3. Lagos (Nigeria) (138th)

4. Dhaka (Bangladesh) (139th)

5. Damascus (Syria) (140th)

4. No Indian cities were ranked in top ten or bottom ten of this edition of index. New Delhi ranked 112th and Mumbai ranked

117th position in list.

3. According to International Monetary Fund (IMF), Macau in China would overtake oil-rich Qatar with highest per-capita gross

domestic product of any country or jurisdiction on earth, by 2020. Macau is only place in China where casinos are legal and its

gross domestic product has more than tripled from about $34,500 per capita in 2001.

4. As per Germany's Ifo Institute for Economic Research -

1. Germany’s current account surplus will remain world’s largest in 2018, for 3rd year at $299 billion, in spite of increased

trade tensions. It is followed by Japan in second position with $200 billion. Netherlands is 3rd with 110 billion dollars. From

2011, Germany’s current account surplus has been consistently above the European Commission’s indicative threshold of 6

% of gross domestic product (GDP).

1. Current account surplus measures flow of goods, services and investments. It is considered a positive for any economy.

2. On other hand, in terms of Current Account Deficit, USA will remain to have largest current account deficit with nearly 420

billion euros.

5. Australia resumed adoption of children from India after reportedly 8 years of suspension of the same over reports of trafficking

of children.

6. Fortune Change the World List 2018 -

1. It ranked companies using profit motive to help tackle social problems.

2. Reliance Industries' Telecom Unit Jio ranked as top company globally, for widening Internet access in India and benefitting

the subscribers in terms of monetary savings and quality of services.

3. Top 5 Companies are -

1. Reliance Jio (Telecommunications) - India

2. Merck (Pharmaceuticals) - USA

3. Bank of America (Commercial Banking) - USA

4. Inditex (Specialty Retailers) - Spain

5. Alibaba Group (Internet Services & Retailing) - China

7. Historic Esala Maha Perehera festival held in Kandy 9Sri Lanka), held in month of Esala (July or August). It commemorates first

teaching of Buddha after his enlightenment.

8. Hollywood Actress Scarlett Johansson named best-paid actress in world with USD 40.5 million, by Forbes magazine.

1. 2nd place is held by Angelina Jolie (US) with earnings of 28 Million USD, while Jennifer Aniston (US) named 3rd with

earnings of 19.5 Million USD.

9. India handed over 404 houses built for Indian-origin people in Sri Lanka’s tea plantation areas at Dunsinane Estate in Nuwara

Eliya city, as first lot of houses built under Indian Housing Project in Plantation Areas in Sri Lanka.

10. India released additional 47 Crore Nepali Rupees for Phase I of Postal Highway Project being constructed in Southern Plains of

Nepal. India has so far released Rs 2.35 billion to Nepal out of total grant assistance of Rs. 8.00 billion committed to implement 14

packages under Postal Highway Project.

11. Iran unveiled Fateh Mobin (Bright Conqueror) next generation short-range ballistic missile capable of striking targets on land

and sea. It is believed to have range between 300-500 kilometers.

1. Amid this, USA created Iran Action Group (IAG) to execute Its Iran strategy and pressure it to change its behaviors. USA

recently withdrawn from Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (also known nuclear deal) signed between Iran and P5+1

countries (P5: China, France, Russia, United Kingdom, United States and +1: Germana) and European Union in Vienna

(Austria) in July 2015.

12. Maldives asked India to withdraw its military helicopters and around 50 personnel stationed there, after expiry of an agreement

in June.

13. Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare asked United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (UNFAO) to declare 2019

as ‘International Year of Millets’, to draw wider global attention and action to promote cultivation of millets.

1. India is observing 2018 as National Year of Millets to promote cultivation by amending cropping pattern of areas which are

especially susceptible to climate change.



14. New Zealand banned sale of existing homes to foreign buyers, saying that citizens were being “tenants in our own land”. The ban

applies to all nationalities, except foreigners with residency status and buyers from Singapore and Australia.

15. Qatar announced direct investments worth 15-billion US dollar in Turkey, amid Turkey's currency crisis and heightened tensions

with USA.

16. USA announced $39 million grant to Sri Lanka as part its foreign military financing to boost maritime security, as first US grant

to Sri Lanka since 2009, after US stopped arms sales to Sri Lanka during its Tamil separatist war that ended in 2009.

Top

 

Meetings

1. 24th World Congress of Philosophy (WCP) held in Beijing (China), organized by International Federation of Philosophical

Societies, and Peking University. Theme of this quinquennial (once in five year) event was Learning To Be Human.

2. Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT) organized an international conference on recent advances in food

processing technology, in Thanjavur (Tamilnadu), named ‘iCRAFPT ’18’, Commemorating its golden jubilee. Theme of conference

is Doubling Farmers Income through Food Processing.

Top

 

National

1. 10-day pineapple festival showcasing different varieties of it has been organised in Manipur’s Thayong village.

2. 4 Northern States will set up a joint secretariat at Panchkula (Haryana), for data and information sharing to effectively tackle the

issue of drug menace. States are Haryana, Uttarakhand, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh.

3. AYUSH Ministry introduced new Central Sector scheme for promoting pharmacovigilance of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and

Homoeopathy (ASU&H) Drugs. It aims to develop culture of documenting adverse effects, monitoring and surveillance of

misleading advertisements of drugs.

1. Government has sanctioned grant of Rs 10.60 Crore for the establishment of 3 pharmacovigilance network, which will

consist of National Pharmacovigilance Centre (NPvCC), Intermediary Pharmacovigilance Centres (IPvCCs) and Peripheral

Pharmacovigilance Centres (PPvCC).

2. All India Institute of Ayurveda New Delhi has been designated as National Pharmacovigilance Centre. It received the grant

from the government.

3. Government aims to achieve the target of 100 peripheral pharmacovigilance centres by 2020.

4. Amnesty International India launched a new campaign named ‘Our Safety, Our Rights’, among children against sexual abuse.

The campaign will culminate on October 11 – International Day of Girl Child.

5. Andhra Pradesh Government signed an MoU with electronics company Holytech, to set up Holytech' plant in 75 acres land in

Tirupati and Chittoor districts. This first-of-its-kind facility in India will create 6000 direct job opportunities.

6. As a first of its kind ruling in India, Uttarakhand High Court invoked 'parens patriae' doctrine and declared itself as a legal

guardian of members of bovine (cow) family across state. It grants court inherent power and authority to act as guardian for those

who are unable to take care of themselves.

7. Chhattisgarh Government renamed Naya Raipur smart city as Atal Nagar, in honour of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee, who passed away recently. Also, Madhya Pradesh Govt. named 3 awards after former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Awards

are for poets, journalists and administration.

8. Chhattisgarh became first state to provide Right to Skills’ Development to the youth, flagging off 15 Skill Chariots to launch

government’s ‘Skills on Wheels’ project.

9. Civil Aviation Minister Suresh Prabhu unveiled a new transaction structure for future greenfield airports proposed under NABH

Nirmaan 2018, aimed at boosting investment in Indian aviation sector. 

1. Maximum Blended Aeronautical Yield (MBAY) in terms of INR per passenger shall be pre-determined by Concessioning

Authority at beginning of Concession Period.  It shall undergo adjustments to account for inflation and certain eventualities

over Concession Period. MBAY for greenfield airports for FY 18-19 is proposed to be INR 400 per passenger.

2. Concession Period is proposed to be 40 years.  Base rate of MBAY and Concession Fee shall be indexed to 50% of inflation. 

3. Once in 5 years, Concessionaire shall propose base rate of MBAY for the next 5 years.   

4. Quality assurance -
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1. Regulator may formulate the Key Performance Indicators (KPI) for greenfield airports and modify them once every 5

years.

2. Every greenfield airport shall constitute a Airport User Consultative Committee (AUCC).

3. AUCC may recommend change in MBAY to Regulator (limited to 10%) based on Concessionaire’s performance.

5. Benefits of new approach -

1. Future airports will be simple and cost-efficient.  There will be no incentive to enhance Capex and Opex to demand

higher tariffs.  The era of high revenue share (30-50 5) for Concessioning Authority may end.  It will bring down cost to

passengers. It will attract more investors and funding institutions into airports.

10. Civil Aviation Ministry approved setting up water aerodromes in Odisha, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Assam. In

first phase of the project, Chilka Lake (Odisha), Sabarmati River Front and Sardar Sarovar Dam (Gujarat) have been identified for

the development of such facilities.

1. Airdrome is location from which aircraft flight operations take place, regardless of whether they involve air cargo,

passengers. The development of aerodromes projects in India will pave way for operation of amphibian planes (both in land

and water) to enhance air connectivity.

11. Delhi Police inducted India’s first all-woman Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team for anti-terrorist operations.

12. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) launched RUCO (Repurpose Used Cooking Oil) initiative to enable

collection and conversion of used cooking oil to biodiesel. According to FSSAI, maximum permissible limits for Total Polar

Compounds (TPC) have been set at 25%, beyond which cooking oil is unsafe for consumption.

13. General Conferences (Aug 11 - 20, 2018) -

1. Jatayu sculpture inaugurated at Jatayu Earth Center (JEC) at Chadayamangalam in Kollam district (Kerala), as world’s

largest bird sculpture.

2. Meeting of Senior Officials of the Bay of Bengal Initiatives for Multi-Sectoral, Technical and Economic Cooperation

(BIMSTEC) held in Kathmandu (Npeal) today.

3. Nepal-India Literature Festival 2018 held in Birgunj (Nepal).

Parijat Urja Chakra and Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) organized a special campaign at Fatehgarh villageof Ambala in

Haryana, to create awareness about the ill effects of crop residue burning and management.

14. Gurugram (Haryana) is named India’s most polluted city, in Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)’s Air quality index (AQI). 6

cities have been marked as ‘Poor’, 1 City (Gurugram) has been marked as ‘Very Poor’, 2 cities has been marked as ‘Good’, 26 cities

marked as ‘Satisfactory’ and 27 cities as ‘Moderate’.

15. Hardeep S Puri, Minister of State (I/C), Housing & Urban Affairs launched several entities -

1. Swachh Survekshan 2019 - Planned to be conducted from 4th – 31st January 2019 – to rank all cities under Swachh Bharat

Mission-Urban (SBM-U). This will be the fourth survey of MoHUA.
 

2. SBM ODF Plus and ODF Plus Plus Protocol - Aims at addressing issue of holistic sanitation.
 

3. Swachh Manch web portal

4. Ease of Living Index (111 Cities) -

1. Maharashtra Cities at Top 3 - Pune (1), Navi Mumbai (2), Greater Mumbai (3). Others in Top 10 - Tirupati,

Chandigarh, Thane, Raipur, Indore, Vijaywada and Bhopal.

2. West Bengal refused to participate in Centre’s rankings, just as it has done with all other urban schemes.

3. Last 3 - Rampur (UP - 111), Kohima (Nagaland - 110), Patna (109).

16. Hinduja Group’s flagship company Ashok Leyland introduced Innoline technology as a BS IV engine driven by an in-line fuel

pump, combination of indigenous mechanical pump for BS III engines with iEGR (Intelligent Exhaust Gas Recirculation)

technology.

17. Home Ministry relaxed conditions ‘four-corner agreement’ signed with Bru migrants for their repatriation from Tripura to

Mizoram, signed with Mizoram Bru Displaced People’s Forum (MBDPF) in July 2018.

1. As per Agreement -

1. It covers 5,407 Bru families (32876 persons) presently staying in temporary camps in Tripura to repatriate them to

Mizoram by end of September 2018. These families who moved to Mizoram from Tripura will be given one-time

financial assistance of Rs 4 lakh to be kept as fixed deposit in name of head of family. Apart from this, house building

assistance of 1.5 lakh, free ration for 2 years will also be provided.

2. Relaxed Provisions -



1. Period of stay for cash assistance of Rs 4 lakh for Bru refugees will be relaxed from 3 to two years. They can withdraw

90% of 4 lakh assistance as bank loan immediately after their return.

2. On relocation, at least 50 refugees will be settled in each village.

3. Background -

1. Bru (or Reang) are tribals inhabit to some parts of Northeastern states. In 1997, following bout of ethnic violence

between Mizos and Brus, thousands of people from Bru tribe were forced to leave their homes in Mizoram and settle

down in Tripura.

2. First phase of repatriation of Brus from Tripura to Mizoram started in November 2010, when 1,622 Bru families with

8,573 members were resettled in Mizoram. But repatriation stalled in 2011, 2012 and 2015 amid protests by Mizo

NGOs.

18. Indian Railways Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) will stop free travel insurance starting September 1 and free

insurance will be optional.

1. Insurance provided by IRCTC had a maximum cover of 10 lakh in case of a person’s death during a train journey, 7.5 lakh if a

person is disabled due to an accident, 2 lakh if injured and 10000 for transportation of mortal remains.

19. Indian government extended e-visa facility for citizens of 165 countries at 25 airports and five seaports, to promote tourism.

20. India’s wealthiest women list 2018 by Kotak Wealth-Hurun -

1. Smitha Crishna, 3rd generation heir of Godrej Empire, topped the list with estimated net worth approx USD 6 Billion.

2. Roshni Nadar (HCL) ranks second with approx 5 Billion USD. Indu Jain of BCCL and Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw are ranked 3rd

and 4th in list.

3. Hurun Global Rich List 2018 has 404 women, of which 14 are from India.

21. Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDAI) asked insurers to cover mental illness under medical insurance policy

from immediate effect, treating it at par with physical illness. It follows Mental Healthcare Act 2017 enacted by Parliament and

came into force from May 2018.

22. Jammu will be the first city in north India to get a full-fledged space technology research centre devoted to research, academics

and post-graduation degree course. It will function under Central University Jammu.

23. Madhya Pradesh Governmet announced to observe August 14 eyery year as Shahid Samman Divas. State Govt. also launched Dial

100 Mobile app, to help needy at the time of emergency.

24. Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal delivered its final verdict to ending 50-year-old dispute over sharing of Mahadayi / Mandovi

River between Goa, Karnataka and Maharashtra.

1. The tribunal was constituted in November 2010 under Interstate River Water Disputes Act 1956.

2. About two-thirds (76 km) of Mahadayi’s 111-km stretch lies in Goa and remaining 35 km is in Karnataka and Maharashtra.

Mahadayi River is lifeline of Goa because it is one of few sweet-water sources at state’s disposal (most of Goa’s 11 rivers

contain salt water).

3. Dispute -

1. Sharing of waters of Mahadayi River was major cause of dispute between Karnataka and Goa. Karnataka wanted to

divert excess water from Mahadayi river to Malaprabha river basin, as part of Kalasa-Banduri Nala project.

2. Goa opposed Karnataka’s proposal, stating that its population is dependent on river’s natural path.

4. Verdict -

1. Tribunal pegged Karnataka’s access to 13.4 tmc of Mahadayi River water for its consumptive use (5.4 tmc) and power

generation (8.02 tmc). Goa was allowed to use 24 tmc for state’s needs.

2. Maharashtra was awarded lowest share of 1.33 tmc for meeting its in-basin needs with respect to five projects.

3. Central Government will set up Mahadayi Water Management Authority to implement this decision.

25. NITI Aayog launched Pitch to MOVE mobility pitch competition, aiming to provide budding entrepreneurs a unique opportunity

to pitch their business ideas to a distinguished jury. Winners will be felicitated during Global Mobility Summit to be held in New

Delhi in September 2018.

1. Pitch to MOVE aims to identify startups, which will help vision of Shared, Connected, Intermodal and Environment Friendly

Mobility in India. It is available at http://mobilitypitch.movesummit.in

26. Project Development of North East Circuit: Imphal & Khongjom inaugurated under Swadesh Darshan Scheme of Ministry of

Tourism. The project covers two sites i.e. Kangla Fort and Khongjom.

1. Swadesh Darshan scheme was launched in 2014 -15,with 70 projects sanctioned as on date.



2. Kangla Fort is one of most important historic and archaeological site of Manipur located in the heart of the Imphal city.  It

served as the seat of Manipur’s power till 1891.

3. Khongjom is place where the last war of resistance of Anglo Manipur War of 1891 was fought.

27. Punjab government started a ‘Tatkal sewa’ for property registration across the state. Under this, people can seek appointment for

‘tatkal’ (instant) registration for properties for an hour-long slot from 9 am to 10 am, with facilitation charges INR 5000.

28. Rajasthan government announced to observe September as ‘month of nutrition’. State Govt earlier launched ‘Annapurna Milk

Scheme’ -

1. Students of Class 1 to 8 of government schools will be given milk daily instead of thrice a week.

2. Students in age group of 3-6 years, adolescent girls and pregnant women registered with Anganwadi centres will be provided

milk thrice a week.

29. Supreme Court approved issuing hologram-based coloured stickers for vehicles in Delhi based on the fuel used. While petrol and

CNG vehicles will need to have a blue sticker, diesel vehicles must carry an orange one. This is aimed at better tackling of air

pollution-related issues in Delhi.

30. Supreme Court directed Tamil Nadu government to lower water level at Mullaperiyar dam on Periyar River to 139 feet from

current 142 feet, considering flood situation in all 14 districts of Kerala.

1. Tamil Nadu government opposed bringing down water level in the dam, saying that the inflow of water presently is over

12,000 cusec in contrast to outflow of 5,000 cusec.

31. Supreme Court ruled that None of The Above (NOTA) option will not be applicable for voting in Rajya Sabha elections. SC held

that NOTA option is meant only for universal adult suffrage and direct elections and not for the polls held by the system of

proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote as done in Rajya Sabha.

32. Tamil Nadu government banned students from using mobile phones in college / schools premises. Centre-run institutes like IIT

Madras have been exempted from ban stating ‘their students know how to use mobiles reasonably’.

33. Telangana Government launched Disaster Response Force (DRF) vehicles in Hyderabad, as state's own dedicated disaster force

trained in tackling of urban flooding, tree falls, structural collapses and any other site of normal emergencies.

34. Unique Identity Authority of India (UIDAI) announced phased roll-out of face recognition for carrying out Aadhaar

authentication as an additional security layer, from September 15, 2018. It also announced new feature live face photo, as live feed

of person facial features whose Aadhaar is submitted. It will be in addition to fingerprint or iris scans for Aadhaar authentication.

1. It will curb possibility of fingerprint cloning or spoofing and also seeks to tighten audit process and security around issuance

and activation of mobile SIMs.

35. Uttarakhand Govt. approved revised policy on adventure sports -

1. Imposed total ban on smoking and substance abuse by enthusiasts when they perform rafting, kayaking or canoeing in

Uttarakhand. Minimum qualification has been fixed for raft operators.

36. West Bengal Government removed annual family income ceiling in eligibility criteria to be beneficiary under state’s Kanyashree

Prakalpa scheme.

1. Currently only girls belonging to families with annual family income not more than Rs 1.20 lakh were entitled to get benefits

of this scheme. State government will also set up Kanyashree University soon.

2. Kanyashree Prakalpa scheme -

1. It is conditional cash transfer scheme aimed at improving status and well-being of girl child by incentivising schooling

of teenage girls and delaying their marriages until age of 18, launched in October 2013.

2. Targeted Beneficiaries are girl children within age 13 - 19 years.

3. Girls regularly attending institutions for education or vocational or sports training.

4. Girls of Child Care Institutes registered under Juvenile Justice Act (JJ), 2000 within age of 18-19 years.

3. Components Include -

1. Annual Scholarship of INR 500 for unmarried girls aged 13-18 years enrolled in classes VIII-XII and One time Grant of

Rs 25,000 for girls turned 18 at time of application.

2. Over 50 lakh girls from the state have been benefited by scheme and removal of ceiling will help another three lakh

more girls annually. It was awarded United Nations Public Service Award in June 2017.
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Persons

1. Visits from India (Aug 11 - 20, 2018) -
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1. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj Visited Mauritius. She Inaugurated Panini Language Laboratory at Mahatma

Gandhi Institute in Mauritius. She also attended 11th World Hindi Conference being held in Mauritius, in its capital Port

Lois. Theme of Conference was Vaishvik Hindi Aur Bharatiy Sanskriti.

2. Visits to India (Aug 11 - 20, 2018) -

1. Itsunori Onodera, Defence Minister of Japan Visited India. He attended India-Japan Annual Defence Ministerial Dialogue.
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Science

1. Aditya-L1, India’s first mission to study solar corona, will be launched in 2019-2020, by Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-

XL).

1. Aditya – L1 will be inserted in a halo orbit around the Lagrangian point 1 (L1), 1.5 million km from Earth. Solar corona is

outer layers of the Sun.

2. Lagrangian point where attraction by Sun and Earth becomes equal. This point does not experience gravitational force. It

will observe Sun’s Photosphere and Chromosphere and will also conduct additional experiments.
 

3. It will have 6 additional payloads -

1. Visible Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC)– to study the diagnostic parameters of solar corona and dynamics and

origin of Coronal Mass Ejections.

2. Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (SUIT)– to image the Solar Photosphere and Chromosphere in near Ultraviolet

(200-400 nm) and measure solar irradiance variations.

3. Aditya Solar wind Particle Experiment (ASPEX) – to study the variation of solar wind properties and its distribution

and spectral characteristics.

4. Plasma Analyser Package for Aditya (PAPA)– to understand the composition of solar wind and its energy distribution.

5. Solar Low Energy X-ray Spectrometer (SoLEXS)– to monitor the X-ray flares to study the heating mechanism of solar

corona.

6. High Energy L1 Orbiting X-ray Spectrometer (HEL1OS)– to observe the dynamic events in the solar corona and

estimate the energy used to accelerate the particles during eruptive events.

7. Magnetometer– to measure the magnitude and nature of the Interplanetary Magnetic Field.

2. National Wildlife Genetic Resource Bank inaugurated at Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology’s (CCMB) Laboratory of

Conservation of Endangered Species (LaCONES) facility in Hyderabad (Telanagana), as India’s first genetic resource bank where

genetic material will be stored for posterity which will further the cause of conservation of endangered and protected animals.

1. It is equipped with sophisticated equipment to preserve the genetic resources that could be utilised to virtually resurrect an

animal species in case it goes extinct. It will cryopreserve living cell lines, gametes and embryos of endangered wild animal

species in India.

3. Researchers found that Aspirin which is an affordable and globally available drug could help prevent HIV transmission. They

tested the effect of acetylsalicylic acid or aspirin and other anti-inflammatory drugs on HIV target cells. It showed that Aspirin was

the most effective as it reduced number of HIV target cells.

4. Researchers from City University of Hong Kong (CityU) developed world's first-ever 4D printing for ceramics that can be used to

create complex, shape-changing objects.

1. 4D printing is conventional 3D printing combined with the additional element of time as the fourth dimension, where

printed objects can re-shape or self-assemble themselves over time with external stimuli, such as mechanical force,

temperature, or a magnetic field.

2. Existing 3D-printed ceramic precursors, which are usually difficult to deform, also hinder the production of ceramics with

complex shapes.  To overcome these, researchers developed a novel 'ceramic ink', a mixture of polymers and ceramic

nanoparticles.

3. Applications include Printed ceramic precursors can be used in manufacturing of electronic devices. Ceramic materials have

much better performance in transmitting electromagnetic signals than metallic materials.

4. The artistic nature of ceramics and their capability to form complex shapes also provide the potential for consumers to tailor-

make uniquely designed ceramic mobile phone back plates.

5. Researchers from over 20 nations have first time have decoded wheat genome, with highest quality genome sequence generated

to date for such wheat variety. Reference genome decoded covers 94% (14.5 Gb) of decoding of Chromosome 2A of wheat genome.
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1. It will help to identify genes controlling complex agronomic traits such as yield, grain quality, resistance to diseases and pests

as well as tolerance to drought, heat, water logging and salinity.

2. Availability of high quality reference genome will accelerate breeding of climate-resilient wheat varieties to feed ever-

increasing world population and help address global food security in decades to come.

6. Scientists developed Aerogel, a transparent heat-resistant super-insulating gel using beer waste. It may be used to build

greenhouse-like habitats for human colonization on extraterrestrial habitats.

1. Aerogels defining feature is air, as it comprise at least 90% gas by weight. Their thin films are made up of crisscrossing

patterns of solid material that trap air inside billions of tiny pores, similar to bubbles in bubble wrap. This trapping capacity

makes them good insulators.

2. It could also be used on buildings on Earth to help make huge savings on energy costs. It enables to harvest sunlight through

thermally-insulating material and store energy inside, protecting from big oscillations in temperature.

7. Scientists discovered a beetle trapped in amber that dates back to 99 million years, in Myanmar. It may help better understand

relationship between ancient flowering plants and pollinators.

1. It uncovers earliest definitive fossil evidence of relationship between cycads and insects. Cycads are a group of unusual

evergreen gymnosperms that may have been first insect-pollinated plants.

2. The found beetle preserved in Burmese amber for an estimated 99 million years, is named Cretoparacucujus cycadophilus.

8. US scientists created a platinum-gold alloy, named as most wear-resistant metal in world. It is the first alloy in the same class as

diamond and sapphire, and has been 100 times more durability than high-strength steel. With platinum-gold coating, several

electronic productas can be made more cost-effective, long-lasting and dependable.

9. USA's National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) launched Parker Solar Probe, a $1.5 billion spacecraft, aimed at

looking after several factors of sun which are crucial to protect Earth by unveiling mysteries of dangerous solar storms.

1. It is Humanity's first-ever mission to Touch the Sun. It will fly through Sun’s atmosphere as close as 3.8 million miles from

its surface, much closer than any spacecraft has come before.

2. Parker Solar Probe launched aboard a Delta IV-Heavy rocket from Cape Canaveral (USA).

3. It will use Venus’ gravity during seven flybys over nearly seven years to gradually bring its orbit closer to Sun. Earth’s average

distance to Sun is 93 million miles.

4. Why wont it Melt -

1. Parker Solar Probe will provide unprecedented observations of what drives the wide range of particles, energy and heat

that course through Sun's Corona, which has temparature of approx 6000 Degrees and sends particles outward into

solar system.

2. Parker Solar Probe has can withstand extreme temperature and fluctuations, with its custom heat shield that helps

protect mission it from Sun’s intense light emission.

3. The key Lies in concept of heat versus temperature -

1. High temperatures do not always translate to actually heating another object. In space, temperature can be

thousands of degrees without providing significant heat to a given object or feeling hot, as Temperature measures

how fast particles are moving, whereas heat measures total amount of energy they transfer.

2. Particles may be moving fast (high temperature), but if there are very few of them, they won’t transfer much

energy (low heat). Since space is mostly empty, there are very few particles that can transfer energy to spacecraft.

3. Sun's Corona has an extremely high temperature but very low density, so spacecraft interacts with fewer hot

particles and doesn’t receive as much heat.

4. It Means that while Parker Solar Probe will be travelling through space with temperatures of several million

degrees, surface of heat shield that faces the Sun will only get heated to about 1,400 degrees Celsius. Shild uses a

Thermal Protection System, (8 feet (2.4 meters) in diameter and 4.5 inches (about 115 mm) thick), allowing the

other side of shield, the spacecraft body to be at comfortable 30 C.

5. Other Facts about mission -

1. Naming - Eugene Newman Parker is person on whose name the Mission is named. In mid 1950s, he proposed a

number of concepts about how stars — including our sun — give off energy. He called this cascade of energy the solar

wind.

2. Cost is approx $1.5 Billion USD.

3. In its seven-year mission, Probe will make six more Venus flybys and 24 total passes by Sun, journeying steadily closer

to Sun until it makes its closest approach at 3.8 million miles (6.16 million km ).  It will be moving at roughly 430000



miles per hour, setting record of being the fastest human-made object ever. 

4. It is expected to transmit its first science observations in December 2018.
 

10. University of Chicago (USA) identified a ‘zombie’ gene that makes elephants nearly immune to cancer. In response to DNA

damage, a tumour-suppressing protein wakes up the non-functioning gene called LIF6 to kill cancer-prone cells.
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Sports

1. 2018 Cincinnati Masters Tennis 2018 (Also called Western & Southern Open) -

1. Men's Singles - Novak Djokovic (Serbia)

2. Women's Singles - Kiki Bertens (Netherlands)

3. Men's Doubles - Jamie Murray (United Kingdom) AND Bruno Soares (Brazil)

4. Women's Doubles - Lucie Hradecká (Czech Republic) AND Ekaterina Makarova (Russia)

2. 2018 Rogers Cup Tennis (Toronto (Canada)) -

1. Men's Singles - Rafael Nadal (Spain)

2. Women's Singles - Simona Halep (Romania)

3. Men's Doubles - Henri Kontinen (Finland) AND John Peers (Australia)

4. Women's Doubles - Ashleigh Barty (Australia) AND Demi Schuurs (Netherlands)

3. 2018 Vietnam Open (Badminton) -

1. Men's Singles - Shesar Hiren Rhustavito (Indonesia)

2. Women's Singles - Yeo Jia Min (Singapore)

3. Men's Doubles - South Korea's Ko Sung-hyun AND Shin Baek-cheol

4. Women's Doubles - Japan's Misato Aratama AND Akane Watanabe

4. BCCI registered its new constitution with the Registrar of Societies of Tamil Nadu, in line with reforms listed by Supreme Court-

appointed Justice Lodha Committee.

1. Granted full permanent membership to Railways, Tri-Services, and Association of Indian Universities.

2. It restored voting rights of the cricket associations of Gujarat and Maharashtra.

3. It also agreed for One State, One Vote policy, that was recommended by R.M. Lodha Committee, formed in January 2015

after Mukul Mudgal Committee report that called for reforms within BCCI.

5. ITF men’s Futures Men's tennis tournament (Indonesia) -

1. Singles - Niki Kaliyanda Poonacha (IND) 

2. Doubles - Justin Barki (Indonesia) AND Christopher Rungkat (Indonesia)

6. India won South Asian Football Federation (SAFF) Under-15 Women’s Football Championship, held in Thimpu (Bhutan), by

defeating Bangladesh.

7. Madurai Panthers won their first Tamil Nadu Premier League 2018 title, defeating Dindigul Dragons.

8. Parijat Urja Chakra and Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) organized a special campaign at Fatehgarh villageof Ambala in Haryana,

to create awareness about the ill effects of crop residue burning and management.

9. UAE will host upcoming Asia Cup Cricket T20 Tournament 2018. 6 Asian Teams will participate in it.
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