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Appointments

1. AIFF President Praful Patel become first Indian to be elected a member of FIFA Executive Council for a four-year period.

2. Abdelkader Bensalah has been appointed as Interim President of African Nation Algeria. He is first new president of Algeria in

20 years, chosen after recent resignation of long rulling leader Abdelaziz Bouteflika.

3. Benjamin Netanyahu secured his record 5th Term as Prime Minister of Israel. His Likud party won 36 seats, surpassed main rival

Blue and White party that got 35. Netanyahu now needs to form a governing coalition with at least 61 members in Israel's 120-seat

parliament (the Knesset). He will partner with right-wing and ultra-Orthodox parties for the same.

4. CS Rajan has been appointed Managing Director while Vineet Nayyar named as Executive Vice-Chairman of Infrastructure

Leasing & Financial Services (IL&FS).

5. David Malpass (USA) chosen as new President of World Bank. He will replace Jim Yong Kim who left the post in Feb 2019.

6. Government appointed Karnam Sekar as MD and CEO of Indian Overseas Bank. He was earlier MD and CEO of Dena Bank

which was amalgamated into Bank of Baroda.

1. Also, R A Sankara Narayanan has been appointed as MD and CEO of Canara Bank. He was former MD and CEO of Vijaya

Bank which was also amalgamated into Bank of Baroda.

2. Also, Rajesh Kumar Yaduvanshi, Executive Director in Dena Bank, was appointed as Executive Director in Punjab National

Bank.

7. Hockey India named Graham Reid (Australia) as the new chief coach of the India men's hockey team.

8. IT industry’s apex body Nasscom appointed Keshav Murugesh as its chairman for fiscal 2019-20. U.B. Pravin Rao is appointed as

Vice Chairman for same term.

9. Jean Michel Lapin has been confirmed as New Prime Minister of Caribbean Nation Haiti. He was appointed as acting PM of

Haiti in Mar 2019.

10. Misc. Appointments (April 2019) -

1. Satish Magar appointed new national president of Confederation of Real Estate Developers’ Associations of India (CREDAI),

apex body of private real estate developers in India.

2. Rakesh Malhotra appointed as High Commissioner of India to Republic of Cameroon.

3. Lawyer-turned model Sana Dua appointed as brand ambassador for Lok Sabha elections in Jammu and Kashmir. She was

first runner-up of Femina Miss India 2017 contest. Also, Android application named “Sahulat” was launched to encourage

elder voters for participating in elections in Jammu and Kashmir’s Rajouri district.

4. Chicago (US City in Illinois State) elected an African-American woman as its mayor for the first time, named Lori Lightfoot.

5. Asian Football Confederation (AFC) re-elected Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa (Bahrain) Its President for next term.

6. Anwar Haleem is appointed as next Ambassador of India to Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

7. Election Commission removed Andhra Pradesh Chief Secretary Anil Chandra Punetha from the post and appointed LV

Subrahmanyam at the same.

11. Pradeep Nandrajog will be appointed as new Chief Justice of Bombay High Court (Maharashtra). He is currently Chief Justice at

Rajasthan High Court.

12. Supreme Court Collegium recommends names of 5 judges as Chief Justices of Different High Courts -

1. S Ravindra Bhat - Rajasthan High Court.
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2. A K Mittal - Meghalaya High Court.

3. Vikram Nath - Andhra Pradesh High Court.

4. A S Oka - Karnataka High Court.

5. Ramachandra Menon - Chhattisgarh High Court.

13. Thottathil B. Radhakrishnan is appointed as Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court. He was first Chief Justice of Telangana High

Court.

14. United Nations Appointed Nicholas Koumjian (USA) as head of Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar, established

by Human Rights Council in September 2018.

15. Usha Padhee has been appointed as chairman and managing director (CMD) of PSU Pawan Hans Limited, as First Female CMD

of the company.

16. Vikram Kirloskar has been appointed as President of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). He replaces Bharti Enterprises

Chairman Rakesh Bharti Mittal.

17. Vikramjit Singh Sahney (SUN Group Chairman) elected as the new president of International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) -

India.

18. Vipin Anand took charge as Managing Director of Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC).

Top

 

Awards

1. All India Management Association (AIMA) Managing India Awards 2019 -

1. Lifetime Contribution Award Azim H Premji (Chairman, Wipro Ltd)

Outstanding Institution
Builder

Prathap C Reddy (Founder-Chairman, Apollo Hospitals Group)

Entrepreneur of the year Sanjiv Bajaj (Managing Director, Bajaj Finserv Ltd)

Business Leader of the Year Sanjiv Mehta  (Chairman & Managing Director, Hindustan Unilever Ltd)

Indian MNC of the Year Pawan Goenka (Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd, Managing Director and Member of the Group Executive
Board)

MNC in India of the Year T Krishnakumar (Coca-Cola India, President & CEO, India & Southwest Asia)

Outstanding PSU of the Year Sanjiv Singh (Chairman, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd)

Director of the Year Rajkumar Hirani (Director, Producer, Writer & Editor - Sanju)

2. ESPN India Multi-Sport Awards 2018 -

1. Sportsperson of the Year (Male) – Neeraj Chopra (athletics)

2. Sportsperson of the Year (Female) – P V Sindhu (badminton)

3. Comeback of the Year – Saina Nehwal (badminton)

4. Coach of the Year – Jaspal Rana (shooting)

5. Emerging Sportsperson of the Year – Saurabh Chaudhary (shooting)

6. Team of the Year – Women’s team (table tennis)

7. Differently-abled athlete of the Year – Ekta Bhyan (para-athletics)

8. Lifetime Achievement – Pradip Kumar Banerjee (football)

3. Gairdner Foundation named Indian Origin person Vikram Patel among 7 recepeints of Canada Gairdner Award 2019, for his

research career raising global profile of mental health problems. Laureates receive a $100,000 cash honorarium.

4. India’s education technology startup ‘Dost Education’ has bagged a $25,000 Next Billion Edtech Prize 2019 along with two other

winners - Ubongo (Tanzania) and PraxiLabs (Egypt).

1. Dost Education was awarded for its ability to empower parents to take charge of their child’s early education by creating

short, friendly audio content that is sent to them via their mobile phones.

2. Next Billion Edtech Prize 2019 is awarded by UK-based Varkey Foundation, recognizing most innovative technology

destined to have a radical impact on education in low income and emerging world countries.

5. Industrial Awards (April 2019) -

1. Hero MotoCorp Chairman Pawan Munjal honoured by Asian Tour with a “Special Achievement Award” for his contributions

to Asian Golf, at Hero Indian Open Golf tournament in Gurugram (Haryana).
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2. Tata Steel has been named as ‘Global Slag Company of the Year’ at the 14th Global Slag Conference and Exhibition 2019, in

Aachen (Germany).

6. Telugu poet K Siva Reddy will be conferred Saraswati Samman, 2018, for his collection of poems titled Pakkaki Ottigilite

(Turning Aside While Lying Down).

1. The award, instituted by KK Birla Foundation, is given annually for an outstanding literary work written in any official

Indian language and published during the preceding 10 years. It is the highest recognition in the field of Indian literature

and carries a cash purse of Rs 15 lakh, apart from a citation and a plaque.

7. UAE honoured PM Narendra Modi with prestigious Zayed Medal for giving a "big boost' to bilateral strategic ties. It is highest

UAE decoration awarded to kings, presidents, and heads of states.

8. Vice President Venkaiah Naidu conferred President’s Certificate of Honour and Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman Awards to

over 100 Awardees.

1. Certificate of Honour was introduced in 1958 to honour the scholars of Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian Languages.

2. Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Sammandistinction is conferred for contribution in field of Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, Pali, Prakrit,

Classical Odiya, Classical Kannada, Classical Telugu and Classical Malayalam. It was introduced in 2002.

Top

 

Books

1. Book Kundan: Saigal’s Life & Music”, authored by Sharad Dutt has been released.

2. Former Pakistan Cricketer Shahid Afridi's biography named Game Changer, will be released on April 30, 2019. It has been

written by Wajahat S Khan.

3. Publishing company Garuda Prakashan launched its two books -

1. Modi Again: Why Modi is right for India, An Ex-Communist Manifesto - Abhas Maldahiya

2. Saffron Swords – Centuries of Indic Resistance to Invaders - Manoshi Sinha Rawal

Top

 

Committees

1. Central Govt. has set up a tribunal, headed by Justice Chander Shekhar of Delhi HC, to adjudicate if there exists sufficient cause

to ban Jamaat-e-Islami Jammu and Kashmir (JeI) and Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front-Yasin Malik (JKLF-Y) faction.

Top

 

Days

1. Apr 1 - Foundation Day of Reserve Bank of India (RBI). RBI was formed on 1 April 1935. Apr 1 is also observed as Utkal Divas,

Foundation Day of Odisha (Formed in 1936).

2. Apr 10- World Homeopathy Day. It marks birth aniversary of Dr Samuel Hahnemann who discovered Homeopathy in 1796. 2019

theme is Linking Education and Clinical Practice with Research: Advancing Scientific Collaborations.

3. Apr 4 - International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action 2019.

4. Apr 7 - World Health Day. 2019 Theme is Universal Health Coverage: Everyone, Everywhere. It is being observed since 1950.

1. Apr 7 is also observed as International Day of Reflection on the 1994 Rwanda Genocide. It was against Tutsi community

directed by members of Hutu majority government. About 85% of Rwandans were Hutus and Tutsi minority has long

dominated the country. In 1959, Hutus overthrew the Tutsi monarchy.

5. April 2 - World Autism Awareness Day. 2019 Thems is Assistive Technologies, Active Participation.

6. April 5 - National Maritime day in India. 2019 theme is “Indian Ocean- An Ocean of Opportunity”. It was first celebrated on 5th

April, 1964.

7. April 6 - United Nations’ (UN) International day of Sport for Development and Peace (IDSDP).

8. Earth Hour 2019 witnessed on March 30, 2019, by turning off lights at 8:30 pm local time for an hour as a call for global action

on climate change. The theme of Earth Hour 2019 is #Connect2Earth. Earth Hour is held annually by encouraging individuals,

communities, and businesses to turn off non-essential electric lights for one hour, from 8:30 to 9:30 p.

Top

 

Defence
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1. Cabinet Committee of Security approved procurement of 464 T-90 tanks from Russia, worth over 13,000 crores. It will increase

new T-90 regiments by 10 more units. T-90 tanks would be equipped with thermal imaging night sights to allow striking during

night battles.

2. India - Singapore joint military exercise, named Bold Kurukshetra 2019 held (12th edition) at Babina Cantonment, Jhansi (Uttar

Pradesh).

3. Indian Navy and Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) inked an MoU to undertake joint research and

development of advanced technologies for Indian Navy.

4. Indian Navy initiated process to acquire six lethal submarines under ambitious Project-75 India likely, costing over 50000

crores.

1. Navy will build 6 conventional diesel-electric submarines which would be almost 50 per cent bigger than under-construction

Scorpene class submarines being built at Mazagon Dockyards Limited in Mumbai.

5. USA approved sale of 24 multi-role MH-60 Romeo Seahawk maritime helicopters to India at an estimated cost of USD 2.6

billion, boosting Indian Navy's anti-surface and anti-submarine warfare operationns.

Top

 

Economy

1. Bombay Stock Exchange signed MoU with HDFC Bank, to strengthen BSE Startups platform and spread more awareness on

benefits of listing of startups on BSE startup platform.

2. Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved engineering and construction major Larsen & Toubro (L&T) proposal to

acquire up to 66.15% stake in IT Services Firm Mindtree.

3. Department of Revenue imposed anti-dumping duty up to USD 1559 per tonne on import of certain solar cell components

(Ethylene Vinyl Acetate Sheet for Solar Module) from China, Malaysia, Saudia Arabia and Thailand for 5 years, to safeguard

domestic players against cheap shipments.

4. Dream11 become First Indian Gaming Startup to become a Unicorn (worth a billion-dollars). It achieved this after getting

investment of $60 million from Steadview Capital of London and Hong Kong.

5. Fitch Ratings kept India’s sovereign rating at lowest investment grade of BBB-with a stable outlook, unchanged for 13th straight

year. Growth rate of India forecasted by Fitch is 6.8% in FY 2019-20 and 7.1% in FY 2020-21. Fitch had last upgraded India's

sovereign rating from BB+ to BBB- with a stable outlook on August 1, 2006.

6. GDP Growth Forecasts (April 2019) -

1. Asian Development Bank downgraded economic growth forecasts for India and Southeast Asia for 2019 as global risks from

trade tensions to Brexit mount. GDP in India will increase 7.2 percent, down from December forecast of 7.6 percent.

Southeast Asia’s growth estimate was lowered to 4.9 %.

2. As per World Bank, India’s GDP growth will accelerate to 7.5% in FY 19-20. Real GDP growth is estimated at 7.2% in

FY18/19.

7. GST collections scaled to a record high of Rs 1.06 Lakh Crores in March 2019, attributed to increased compliance and increase in

number of returns filed.

8. Government extended deadline for linking PAN with biometric ID Aadhaar by 6 months till September 30, as 6th extension for

the same.

9. Government sold "enemy" shares worth Rs 1,150 crore in IT major Wipro.

1. Enemy shares are called so as they were originally held by people who migrated to Pakistan or China and are not Indian

citizens any longer.

2. Total 44.4 million shares, which were held by Custodian of Enemy Property for India, were sold at Rs 259 a piece.

3. Buyers were Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC), New India Assurance and General Insurance Corporation. LIC alone

picked up shares worth Rs 1,000 crores.

10. HDFC Asset Management Comp. claimed top spot among asset management companies in India with an average AUM of Rs3.42

trillion, overtaking ICICI Prudential Asset Management Comp. (AUM of 3.20 trillion).

1. India’s AMCs own assets under management (AUM) worth Rs24.46 trillion, according to Association of Mutual Funds in

India (Amfi).

11. Karnataka Bank signed Bancassurance MoU with Bharti AXA Life Insurance Company to distribute Insurer’s life insurance

products.
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12. Kotak Mahindra Bank became First Bank to charge customers for UPI transactions starting May 2019. First 30 UPI fund

transfers in a month will be free, after which charge 2.50 per transaction for an amount under 1,000 and 5 per transaction for

amount above 1000.

13. Lakshmi Vilas Bank approved merger with NBFC Indiabulls Housing Finance (IBH) through a share swap deal, in which 100

shares of LVB will fetch 14 of Indiabulls Housing finance.

1. Merger will help Indiabulls Housing finance get entry into banking, after an unsuccessful application made by it in 2013 for a

banking licence.

2. Indiabulls HC NPA are approx .7 % and LVB is weak at 13 % NPAs. Merged entity will have 3% NPA.

14. Markets regulator SEBI (Securities and Exchange Board of India) has approved an ‘Airport’ specific fund, named Taking Off To

The Future Airport Fund, which can raise a capital of up to Rs 10,000 crore ($1.5 billion). It has been approved by SEBI as a

‘Category II Alternative Investment Fund’ (AIF).

1. Sponsor and Investment Manager of the fund is based in Chennai and is termed as ‘Taking Off To The Future Investment

Management LLP’.

2. Minimum capital contribution of Rs. 3500 crore and a maximum of Rs. 7000 crore is targeted by the fund.

15. Merger of Bank of Baroda with Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank came into force from 1st April 2019, named as ‘Amalgamation of

Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank with Bank of Baroda Scheme 2019.

1. Shareholders of Vijaya Bank will get 402 equity shares (Rs 2 each) of Bank of Baroda for every 1,000 shares held.

2. Shareholders of Dena Bank will receive 110 equity shares (Rs 2 each) of Bank of Baroda for every 1,000 equity shares held.

3. Post Merger, Bank of Baroda will have business of around Rs 15.4 trillion and advances and deposits market share of 6.9%

and 7.4%, respectively. BOB will have 2.9 % of Current and Savings Accounts.

4. BOB has become 3rd largest Bank in India, and 2nd largest PSB after SBI. HDFC is at 2nd place in terms of Business size.

BOB now has over 9500 Branches.

16. National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has resuced usage fees for small transactions on Unified Payments Interface

(UPI) network, to expand system’s adoption among banks and payment service providers (PSPs).

1. For UPI transactions up to 1,000, charges arecut to 10 paise from 25 paise. Charges for transactions above 1,000 are retained

at 50 paise.

2. Incentive payments that were charged by NPCI at same rate as normal transactions have been brought under a fixed price

regime of 10 paise to encourage such promotions by banks and PSPs. Incentive payments are charges banks or PSPs pay

NPCI when they credit user’s bank account with cashbacks.

3. Charges on merchant transactions through UPI have been cut as well. In place of a tiered transaction charge of 25 paise for

transactions up to 1,000 and 50 paise beyond that, NPCI has introduced a flat charge of 10 paise along with an ad-valorem

levy of 0.04% split between acquiring and issuing bank.

17. One97 Communications' wealth management arm Paytm Money received Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

approval to start stock broking services such as ability to trade in equities and cash segments, derivatives, and exchange-traded

funds (ETFs) among other exchange-traded products.

18. Power Producer National Thermal Power Corporation signed term-loan agreement with Canara Bank to raise Rs 2,000 crores.

Loan has a door to door tenure of 15 years.

19. RBI changed disclosure norms for banks on material divergences on provisioning, stating that banks will now have to disclose

their provisions if divergence found is more than 10 % of bank’s profit before provisioning and contingencies. Earlier, banks were

required to disclose additional provisioning requirements if divergences were found to be exceeding 15 % of published net profits

after tax.

1. RBI also tweaked Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR) norms to provide an additional 2% window to lenders, to further improve

the cash position of banks.

20. RBI has set limits for Ways and Means Advances (WMA) for the first half of FY 2019-20 (April 2019 to September 2019) at Rs

75000 crores.

1. WMA is temporary loan facility provided by RBI to centre and state governments, introduced in 1997.

2. WMA needs to be vacated after 90 days. Interest rate for WMA is currently charged at repo rate (6 % as on 09-04-2019).

3. RBI provides an overdraft facility when the WMA limit is breached. The overdraft is not allowed beyond 10 consecutive

working days. b Interest rate on overdrafts would be 2 % more than repo rate.

4. There are two types of WMA – Special and Normal WMA.

1. Special WMA is provided against collateral of government securities held by State Government.



2. After exhaustion of special WMA limit, State Government are provided with a normal WMA which is based on a 3 year

average of actual revenue and capital expenditure of state.

21. RBI issued guidelines for banks to set up new currency chests, including -

1. Area of strong room of at least 1,500 sq ft. For those situated in hilly/ inaccessible places, strong room/ vault area of at least

600 sq ft.

2. New chests should have a processing capacity of 6.6 lakh pieces of banknotes per day (2.1 lakh for hilly/ inaccessible places)

3. Currency chests should have Chest Balance Limit (CBL) of Rs 1,000 crores.

4. As per RBIm currency management infrastructure consists of network of 19 issue offices of RBI, 3,975 currency chest and

3,654 small coin depots of commercial, co-operative and regional rural banks across country.

22. RBI's 1st Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy Review for 2019-20 -

1. 6 member monetary policy committee IS chaired by RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das.

2. RBI reduced 0.25 basis points in Policy Rates under liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) . Updated Rates -

1. Repo Rate - 6 %

2. Reverse Repo - 5.75 %

3. Bank Rate - 6.25 %

4. CRR (Cash Reserve Ratio) - 4 %

5. SLR(Statutory Liquidity ratio) - 19.25 % (RBI decided to reduce SLR from to 18.0% in six quarterly instalments

beginning January 2019)

6. Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) Rate - 6.25 %

3. RBI also projected GDP growth forecast for current fiscal at 7.2%, down from earlier estimate of 7.4 %.

23. Reliance Nippon Life Asset Management (RNAM) partnered with Google to enable customers of Reliance Mutual Fund to carry

out voice-based financial transactions. RNAM is first Indian company to provide conversational interface that would help

customers regarding funds transactions.

24. Supreme Court struck down RBI's February 12, 2018 order on non-performing assets, as a result of which all cases referred to or

admitted under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) due to RBI order would now be cancelled.

1. RBI circular referred all large distressed accounts with debt in excess of Rs 2000 crore to IBC if they remained unresolved

within 6 months of the first day of default.

2. This caused an uproar among power producers who challenged the circular by claiming that they were a special industry and

their woes stemmed from poor coal linkage, unprofitable long-term power purchase agreements and long-standing dues

from state distribution companies – for all of which they rightly held sovereign responsible.

3. Several other entities from several industries also stood against the RBI Circular.

4. RBI circular sourced its power from Section 35AA of Banking Regulation (Amendment) Act of 2017. It states that central

government may authorise RBI to issue directions to any banking company or banking companies to initiate insolvency

resolution process in respect of a default, under provisions of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016.

Top

 

International

1. A study by Goldman Sachs stated that Brexit has cost Britain nearly 2.5% of GDP. relative to its growth path prior to mid-2016

referendum on exiting European Union (EU). Brexit uncertainty has been a major driver of economic output losses as they are

concentrated in investment.

2. As per World Bank’s Migration and Development Brief Report -

1. India retained its position as world’s top recipient of remittances in 2018, with Indians working abroad sending back $79

billion to home. India received $ 62.7 billion remittances in 2016 and it was $65.3 billion in 2017. India was followed by

China ($67 billion), Mexico ($36 billion), Philippines ($34 billion) and Egypt ($29 billion).

3. Asian Development Bank (ADB) published its ‘Asian Development Outlook 2019’ report -

1. ADB has cut India’s growth forecast to 7.2% for 2019-20 because of a slower-than-expected pickup in investment demand.

Growth rate in Financial Year 2020-21 is likely to be 7.3%.

2. Growth in East Asia decelerated by 0.2% to 6.0% in 2018, weighed down by weakening external trade and moderating

investment in China PRC but sustained by resilient domestic consumption.

3. It stated that 1.7 trillion USD investment will needed per year to build disaster-resilient infrastructure in Asia, because

Developing economies across Asia are among the most vulnerable to natural disasters and have suffered damages of around
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644 billion dollars since 2000.

4. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) approved loans worth $280 million for its first two projects in Sri Lanka. A $200

million loan will improve housing conditions for low-income communities in Colombo while another loan of $80 million will be

used to reduce risk and damage from landslides in Sri Lanka.

5. Australian Navy Held seven-nation Indian Ocean military exercise, starting in Sri Lanka and traveling to Malaysia, Thailand,

Vietnam, Indonesia and Singapore.

6. BSE (Bombay Stock Exchange) and India International Exchange (India INX) signed MOU with Moscow Exchange (MOEX) to

connect investor community and companies in both countries besides allowing a capital formation platform.

7. Batman will become first Inductee of Comic-On Museum’s Character Hall of Fame, at 50th Annual Comic-Con International in

San Diego (USA) in July 2019.

8. Chile will allow visa-free entry to Indian nationals holding a valid US Visa, to promote both cultural and business ties. It was

announced during President Ram Nath Kovind's recent visit to Chile.

1. Also, India and Bolivia signed agreement for industrial use of lithium, a prime component used to power electric vehicles and

cell phones. It was signed during visit of President Ram Nath Kovind to Bolivia.

2. Bolivia has one-fourth of world’s lithium reserves, one of the major provider of metal for India’s e-mobility and e-storage

needs.

3. The agreement is substantial as India is 2nd econd largest manufacturer of mobile phones in the world and has goal of 30 %

electric vehicles by 2030.

4. India is currently dependent on China, Taiwan and Japan for import, especially of batteries required for portable electronics.

9. China launched its first second generational data relay satellite named Tianlian II-01, from Long March-3B Carrier rocket. It will

provide, data relay, transmission services, measurement and control for China’s manned spacecraft, satellites and carrier rockets.

10. Emirates Islamic (UAE) launched Chat Banking services for customers via WhatsApp, marking a global first in Islamic banking

sector.

11. Estonia emerged global leader in online voting with 44% of votes in the recently concluded parliamentary elections in country.

12. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 2019 Global Report on Food Crises report -

1. Around 11.3 crore people in 53 countries experienced acute food insecurity in 2018, compared to 124 million in 2017.

2. Nearly two-thirds of those facing acute hunger are in just 8 countries - Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia,

Nigeria, South Sudan, Sudan, Syria and Yemen.

13. General Electric (US) in association with IIT Madras has established India’s first ‘Cold Spray’ SMART (Surface Modification and

Additive Research Technologies) Laboratory, making IIT-M only academic institution with High-Pressure Cold Spray (HPCS)

facility in India.

14. Google parent Alphabet launched its commercial drone delivery businesses, making its first delivery in Canberra (Australia).

15. IT Firm HCL acquired US-based Strong-Bridge Envision, to enhance its digital transformation consulting capabilities. Deal was

worth 45 million dollars.

16. India and US have set up the first ever secure communication link between the naval headquarters and the US Central as well as

Pacific Naval Commands under landmark Indo-US COMCASA (Communications, Compatibility & Security Agreement) pact

signed in 2018.

17. India evacuated its contingent of peacekeeping forces comprising of 15 Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel from

Tripoli (Capital of Libya) after situation in war-hit Libya suddenly worsened.

1. Since 2011 killing of long-ruling dictator Muammar Gaddafi, Libya is engulfed in a crisis. Even though there is an UN-backed

internationally recognised government headed by Fayez al-Sarraj, Libya is governed by several rival authorities.

18. India signed an agreement with National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development Consultancy Service (NABCONS) for

setting up India-Africa Institute of Agriculture and Rural Development (IAIARD) in Malawi (East Africa) to enhance capacity in

areas of agro-financing and entrepreneurship development for African countries.

19. Indian Navy's INS Kolkata and INS Shakti will take part in Chinese Navy's anniversary celebrations,from 21 to 26 April.

20. International Maritime Organisation (IMO) launched new rules to introduce electronic information exchange between ships and

ports for national governments. The requirement, mandatory under IMO’s Convention on Facilitation of International Maritime

Traffic (FAL Convention), is part of amendments under revised Annex to FAL Convention, adopted in 2016. It was important

measure because 10 billion tonnes of goods which are traded by sea annually across the globe.

1. Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic (FAL Convention) was adopted in 1965. FAL Convention encourages use of a

“single window” for data, to enable all information required by public authorities, to be submitted via a single portal, without



duplication.

2. All national authorities should now have provision for electronic exchange of this information.

21. International Monetary Fund (IMF) World Economic Outlook April 2019 -

1. Global growth will be 3.3% in 2019, down from 3.6% in 2018 and 4% in 2017.

2. China is expected to slow down to 5.5% by 2024 as it moves towards increasing private consumption and services and

regulatory tightening.

3. India’s economy will grow 7.1% in 2019-20 and is expected to accelerate to 7.3% in FY 2020-21 and 7.5% in 2021-22. All

estimates are 0.2 percentage points less than its previous assessment in January.

4. IMF estimates are higher than those of RBI. RBI in its 1st Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy Review for 2019-20 had cut its growth

forecast to 7.2% for FY 2019-20 and 7.4% for FY21.

22. International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has listed Hump-backed Mahseer as Critically Endangered in Red List of

Threatened Species. Hump-backed Mahseer is a species of freshwater ray-finned fish and is referred to as tiger of the water, found

only in Cauvery river basin including Pambar, Kabini and Bhavani rivers.

23. Japan declared ‘Reiwa’ as the name of its new imperial era that will begin on May 1, 2019, after new Crown Prince Naruhito

ascends Chrysanthemum Throne.

1. Crown Prince Naruhito will succeed his father Emperor Akihito, putting an end to three decades long ‘Heisei’ era. Emperor

Akihito’s abdication will be the first in 200 years.

2. New era will be the 248th in the history of Japan.

3. Era name ‘Reiwa’ is drawn from 7th century poetry collection “Manyoshu”. ‘Rei’ and ‘Wa’ stands for ‘order’ and ‘peace’,

respectively.

4. It is first time that Japanese era name (gengo) has been drawn from a Japanese document, depicting a break from over 1,300

years old custom of choosing the name from Chinese classics.

5. The Outgoing era ‘Heisei’ means achieving peace, which began on January 8, 1989. Heisei is first era without a war in

Japan’s modern history.

24. Joint military exercise between Morocco and US, named African Lion 2019 began in Morocco.

25. London (UK) is first city in world to implement an always on Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ), inside which vehicles will have to

meet tough emissions standards or face a charge. It aims to reduce toxic air pollution and protect public health.

26. National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) and global transport infrastructure operator Roadis (Canada Based) will

jointly set up a platform to invest up to $2 billion of equity in road projects in India. Platform would target toll-operate-transfer

models and acquisitions of existing road concessions.

27. South Korea launched world’s first nationwide 5G mobile networks, being first providers of super-fast wireless technology in

world. Three top telecom providers—SK Telecom, KT, and LG Uplus—began their 5G services. 5G will bring smartphones near-

instantaneous connectivity, 20 times faster than existing 4G.

28. UK government has released a white paper on ‘online harms’, to limit harmful online content. UK government's Department for

Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) called for an internet regulator with the power to issue fine, to block access to websites

if necessary, and to make individual executives legally liable for harmful content spread on their platforms.

29. UNICEF released titled titled, “A Gathering Storm: Climate Change Clouds the Future of Children in Bangladesh" -

1. Approx 19.4 million children in 20 of Bangladesh’s 64 districts, are exposed to most detrimental and hazardous

consequences of  short- or longer-term climate change.

30. US House of Representatives voted to end US involvement in Yemen’s civil war, rejecting US President's support for Saudi-led

campaign in Yemen. Even though the resolution has been passed with an overwhelming majority at the House of Representatives,

Mr Trump is expected to veto the legislation.

31. US based Health Effects Institute (HEI) and Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) released report State of Global

Air-2019 -

1. Report indicates that India and China are collectively accounted for more than fifty percent of global 5 million deaths due to

air pollution.

2. India specific findings -

1. Major PM2.5 sources in India include household burning of solid fuels; dust from construction, roads, and other

activities; industrial and power plant burning of coal; brick production; transportation; and diesel-powered equipment.

2. Approx 84.6 Crore people in India and 45.2 crore in China are exposed to household air pollution in 2017.

3. Globally -



1. Less developed countries suffer PM2.5 exposures that are four to five times those of more-developed countries.

2. 5 countries with lowest national PM2.5 exposure levels - Maldives, USA, Norway, Estonia, Iceland

32. USA will cut aid to countries of Northern Triangle (Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador), blaming them for sending migrants

to USA. These countries share a border tri-point at Trifinio biosphere reserve, and also aspects of classical cultures, history,

society, and politics.

33. United Arab Emirates (UAE) Ministry of Education has agreed to issue equivalency for all Indian degrees that match the set

criteria , as a relief for Indians in UAE. UAE equivalency on Indian degrees is mandatory for Indians to work in UAE.

1. Earlier, There was lack of clarity about the fact that some of our universities issue both internal and external mark sheets as

part of their degrees. These were not accepted by UAE side, leading to difficulty for Indians seeking jobs in UAE.

2. UAE also announced new visa guidelines as per which family members of foreign citizens, including Indians, working in the

country will now be able to get an "expat visa" if the working relative fulfils income criteria, which includes having a

minimum salary of 4,000 Dirhams or 3,000 Dirhams plus accommodation.

34. Video sharing platform YouTube confirmed that India has become YouTube’s largest and fastest growing market, gettin past

USA. YouTube has over 265 million monthly active users in India.

Top

 

Meetings

1. First Global Conference on Synergies between 2030 Agenda and Paris Agreement held at Copenhagen (Denmark). It aims to

encourage action around Sustainable Development Goals and provide strategies for boosting up the connection between the SDGs

and climate action.

1. Global Cooling Coalition was launched at the conference, a unified front that links action across Kigali Amendment, Paris

Agreement and Sustainable Development Goals.

2. The Coalition aims to Inspire ambition, identify solutions and mobilise action to accelerate progress towards clean and

efficient cooling.

3. Global Cooling Coalition offers a three-in-one opportunity to cut global warming, improve the lives of hundreds of millions

of people and make huge financial savings.

2. World Economic Forum in Middle East and North Africa (MENA) held in Jordan (Dead Sea).

Top

 

National

1. 19th edition of the bird survey in Aralam Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala, 2 new birds species were spotted, among total 152 species

that were spotted. New species spotted were Woolly-necked stork and White-bellied drongo, both dry-land species.

2. Election Commission of India banend exit polls and publishing or publicizing result of exit polls during Lok sabha Elections

2019, in exercise of powers under sub-section(1) of Section 126A of Representation of People Act 1951.

1. Elections Legislative Assemblies of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha & Sikkim 2019 will be held along with Lok

sabha Elections 2019.

3. Amazon India launched its seller-funding programme–Amazon Wings--in partnership with crowd-funding platform Ketto.

Through this, Amazon looks at enabling sellers on its platform, to raise funds for their business expansion. Amazon India sellers

can use Ketto’s platform for a subsidised fee of around 50 % to initiate fundraisers.

4. Aoleang Monyu festival held in Mon (Nagaland), with around 5000 Konyak Naga women in their traditional attire setting a

Guinness World Record for the ‘Largest Traditional Konyak Dance’. Theme of Aoleang Monyu festival (also called Mini Hornbill is

‘Empowering women for cultural heritage.‘

5. April 6 - 7, 2019 Marks Platinum Jubilee (75 Years) anniversary of Battle of Kangla Tongbi, one of the fiercest battles of World

War II.

1. It was fought by Ordnance personnel of 221 Advance Ordnance Depot (AOD) on the night of 6/7 April 1944, against

intruding Japanese forces that planned to capture Imphal.

2. Kangla Tongbi War Memorial is a mute testimony to this battle and unflinching devotion to duty of Ordnance personnel of

221 AOD, 19 of whom made the supreme sacrifice.

3. Nagaland also observed 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Kohima, which was fought in 3 hree stages during the Second

World War in 1944. It was considered as turning point of Japanese U Go offensive, or Operation C mission launched in India
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in 1944. Battle is often referred to as the “Stalingrad of the East”. Kohima was theatre of War in 1944 and Nagas were split

among British and Japanese.

6. Bhartiya Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) received licence from Department of Telecommunications to provide Internet and

mobile services on flights.

7. Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and IIT Delhi signed MoU to collaborate in field of standardisation and conformity assessment

-

1. It will enable setting up a Centre of Excellence in the field of Standardisation, Testing and Conformity Assessment with BIS

branding at IIT-Delhi, also appointing a Chair in field of standardisation and conformity assessment.

8. Chennai Central railway station has been renamed by Tamil Nadu Government as Puratchi Thalaivar Dr MG Ramachandran

Central Railway Station, after its late Chief Minister and founder of All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK).

9. Election Commission of India prohibited display in electronic media including cinematograph of any biopic or publicity material

in nature of biography/hagiography sub-serving purposes of any political entity or any individual entity connected to it. It was

done by EC using powers under Article 324. It has direct reference to deferring release of a Bollywood Movie which is biopic of PM

Narendra Modi.

10. Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) announced a course in Film Criticism and the Art of Review for the first time. This

20-day Course would be conducted from May 28 to June 19, 2019 in Delhi in association with Indian Institute of Mass

Communication (IIMC), Delhi. It would be led by Bhopal-based filmmaker, Rajula Shah, an FTII alumnus. She studied film

direction at FTII from 1997 to 2000.

11. General Conferences(Apr 1 - 10, 2019) -

1. A National Seminar on “Greenery and Landscaping” organized by Central Public Works Department (CPWD) in New Delhi.

2. 7th Foreign Office consultations between India and Italy held in New Delhi.

3. National Cardiology Conference 2019 held at Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate Institute of medical sciences in Lucknow (UP).

4. International Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT) organized NuGen Mobility Summit 2019, at Manesar (Haryana), to

share new ideas and innovations for faster adoption of advanced automotive technologies for a smarter and greener future.

ICAT Manesar is a division of NATRIP Implementation Society (NATIS) under Department of Heavy Industries,

Government of India.

5. 4th Meeting of India-Ukraine Working Group on Trade and Economic Cooperation (IU-WGTEC) held in New Delhi.

Ukrainian Side was led by Oleksiy Rozhkov (Director of Directorate for International Trade and Economic Cooperation

and European Integration of Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine).

6. Music and poetry festival titled ‘Jashne-Ittihad’ held at Jamia Millia Islamia central university in New Delhi to spread

awareness about unity amongst the youth.

7. Biannual Army Commanders’ Conference held in New Delhi.

8. Government organizes Prevention of Blindness Week annually from 1st to 7th April to raise awareness regarding precautions

to be taken to prevent blindness.

12. Guwahati Railway Station became first ever Indian railway station to get an ISO certification from National Green Tribunal

(NGT) for providing passenger amenities in a clean and green environment. ISO Certificate received by Guwahati Railway

Station is ISO-14001, which is for Environment Management System as per international norms which were upgraded in 2015.

13. Home Affairs Ministry extended "disturbed area" tag under Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) for three districts of

Arunachal Pradesh for another six months - Tirap, Changlang and Longding.

14. Indian Army constructed longest suspension bridge built over Indus River at Choglamsar village in Leh (260-feet long), in just

40 days, named Maitri. It will provide connectivity to remote areas of Ladakh and help residents of largest villages in Ladakh.

15. Indian Army recovered wreckage of a World War II vintage US Air Force aircraft in Roing district of Arunachal Pradesh, buried

under five feet of snow. The patrol moved cross country for 30 kilometers in thick jungles and snow covered areas for 8 days to

trace out wreckage.

16. Indian Oil Corporation started Supply of ultra-clean BS-VI grade petrol and diesel in cities adjoining national capital and Agra

(UP). Rest of country will Begin using BS-VI grade Fuel from April 2020. New Delhi was first city in India to switch from BS-IV to

BS-VI fuels.

1. Bharat stage IV fuels contain 50 parts per million (ppm) sulphur whereas Bharat Stage-VI grade fuel only has 10 ppm

sulphur.

2. It will -

1. Bring PM in diesel cars down by 80 % when compared to Bharat stage IV.



2. Bring down nitrogen oxides from diesel cars by 70 per cent and in petrol cars by 25 per cent.

17. Kandhamal Haldi (a variety of turmeric indigenous to southern Odisha) earned Geographical indication (GI) tag. Kandhamal

Haldi has more oleoresin and volatile oil contents compared to other turmeric varieties.

18. Manipur celebrated Sajibu Nongma Panba Cheiraoba, the New Year of the Manipuris on April 6. It is celebrated on the first day

of the Manipuri month, Sajibu, which falls in the month of March or April.

19. NITI Aayog and Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) released a report on opportunities for automobile sector and government under

Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles II (FAME II) scheme, titled ‘India’s Electric Mobility Transformation:

Progress to Date and Future Opportunities’.

1. As per the report, If FAME II and other measures – in public and private space - are successful, India could realize EV sales

penetration of 30% of private cars, 70% of commercial cars, 40% of buses and 80% of two and three-wheelers by 2030.

Achieving these levels of market share by 2030 could generate cumulative savings of 846million tonnes of CO2 over the total

deployedvehicles’ lifetime.

2. FAME II scheme was notified by Cabinet in February 2019, to accelerate government’s commitment to a clean mobility

future .

3. Vehicles eligible under FAME II scheme can cumulatively save 5.4 million tonnes of oil equivalent over their lifetime worth

Rs 17.2 thousand crores.

20. National Green Tribunal Monday formed a committee to look into the alleged erosion of Yamuna floodplain due to movement of

heavy vehicles in Haryana's Sonipat district.

21. National Green Tribunal has put an interim penalty of Rs 100 crore on Andhra Pradesh government for inaction to prevent illegal

sand mining in state.

22. National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 2019 -

1. Top 5 (Overall) -

1. IIT Madras

2. IISC Bengaluru

3. IIT Delhi

4. IIT Bombay

5. IIT Kharagpur

2. Top 5 (Universities) -

1. IISC Bengaluru

2. JNU Delhi

3. BHU Varanasi

4. University of Hyderabd

5. Calcutta University

3. Top 3 (Engineering) -

1. IIT Madras

2. IIT Delhi

3. IIT Bombay

4. Top 3 (Management) -

1. IIM Bengaluru

2. IIM Ahmedabad

3. IIM Calcutta

5. Top 3 (Medical)

1. AIIMS Delhi

2. PGIMER Chandigarh

3. CMC Vellore

6. Top 5 Colleges

1. Miranda House Delhi

2. Hindu College Delhi

3. Presidency College Chennai

23. On Apr 09, 2019 - CRPF observed their 54th Valour Day (Shaurya Diwas). On this occasion, President Ram Nath Kovind

launched ‘Veer Parivar App’, a mobile application for families of CRPF personnel killed in the line of duty. It will act as an interface



between CRPF authorities and next of kin of the slain personnel. It will be installed securely on the phones of the slain personnel

families and will not be available in app stores.

24. Phayeng, a village of Chakpa community in Imphal West district of Manipur has been named as India’s first carbon-positive

settlement. It has been revived from dry village through determination of its residents and funding under National Adaptation

Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC), a central scheme launched in 2015-16 to support adaptation for climate change impact in

states.

25. Punjab and Haryana High Court Ordered not to mention caste of accused, victims or witnesses in proceedings before court. HC

stated that mentioning caste separately in criminal proceedings is a colonial legacy and requires to be stopped henceforth, as the

Constitution guarantees a casteless and classless society.

26. Supreme Court dismissed Special Leave Petition (SLP) filed against a Kerala HC Judgment setting aside Employee's Pension

(Amendment) Scheme 2014.

1. Kerala HC had asked Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) to give pension to all employees on basis of their full

salary rather than capping figure on which contribution is calculated at a maximum of Rs 15,000 per month.

1. The case -
EPFO amended act on September 1, 2014 to increase contribution to 8.33% of a maximum of Rs 15,000. It
reduced pension of many employees.
Kerala HC set aside the amendment and reinstated old system of calculating the pensionable salary as average of
the last one year's monthly salary.
In October 2016, SC directed EPFO to accept requests of employees to contribute to pension scheme on basis of
full salary.
Despite SC judgement EPFO refused to accept contributions, stated EPFs are managed by trusts, while they were
ready to contribute due amount.

2. About Employees Pension Scheme (EPS) 1995 -

1. Government introduced EPS in 1995, under which an employer was supposed to contribute 8.33% of employee's

salary in a pension scheme. But contribution was capped at 8.33% of Rs 6,500 (or Rs 541 per month).

2. In March 1996, government amended the act and allowed contribution to be a percentage of the actual salary.

3. Members of EPFO gets pension benefits when retires at age of 58. Minimum service period is 10 years.

4. Form 10D gives facility to apply for a monthly pension after retirement.

5. Form 10C is used to withdraw EPS amount.

27. Tata Power and Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL) signed MOU to set up integrated customer services and optimize value for

customers, also covering common safeguard activities of underground assets (pipes and cables).

28. Telangana ranked at top In eLearning training, by reaching to 20,000 field staff during 2018-19, as 2nd year in succession that

State got the distinction under Department of Personal and Training (DoPT).

29. WhatsApp launched India-focused fact-checking feature to combat fake news and rumours, enabling Users to check authenticity

of information received on platform by reporting forward to WhatsApp number +91-9643-000-888. Response will indicate if

information is classified as ‘true’, ‘false’, ‘misleading’, ‘disputed’ or ‘out of scope’.

Top

 

Persons

1.  Visits to India (Apr 1 - 10, 2019) -

1. Russian Deputy Minister of Digital Development, Communications and Mass Media, Alexey Volin Visited India.

2. Piyal De Silva, Commander of Sri Lanka Navy (Navy Chief) visited India.

2. Bollywood Actor Shah Rukh Khan honored by a honorary doctorate by University Of Law (London), for his Philanthropy work.

3. Obituaries (April 2019) -

1. J Mahendran - Noted Tamil Director.

2. Kartik Chandra Rath - Noted theatre organiser and dramatist.

3. Viharidas Gopaldas Patel - Noted economist, also called Father of Entrepreneurship Movement in India.

4. Silamboli Su. Chellappan - Noted Tamil Scholar and orator.

5. Sydney Brenner - Noted South African Biologist who helped decipher genetic code and jointly won 2002 Nobel Prize in

Physiology or Medicine.

6. Elriesa Theunissen-Fourie - South Africa's Women cricketer.

7. B A Sanadi - Noted Kannada poet.
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4. Persons Resigned / Retired (April 2019) -

1. Rajan Anandan - Vice president for Google India and South East Asia.

2. Abdelaziz Bouteflika - Algeria's President. He will step down after over 20 years.

3. National Anti-Doping Agency banned professional Olympic shot putter Manpreet Kaur for 4 years for failing dope tests.

5. Visits From India (Apr 1 - 10, 2019) -

1. Bipin Rawat, Chief of Indian Army Visited USA.

Top

 

Science

1. A 40 million-year-old fossil of a whale-with-four-legs, webbed feet and hooves has been excavated by palaeontologists from

marine sediments inland from Peru’s Pacific coast at Playa Media Luna. The whale belongs to a biological group of ancient sea

mammals, termed as Archaeocetes. The 13 feet long mammal has been named as “Peregocetus pacificus”.

2. Center for Cell and Molecular Biology (CCMB) scientists discovered a new enzyme called “Murein EndopeptidiaseK”, paving way

for a new drug treatment that prevents anti-bacterial resistance by existing antibiotics. It would act on the protein of cell wall in

Escherichia coli (E. coli), a bacterium found in the lower intestine of warm-blooded organisms.

3. Germany scientists at Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research stated that there is more Carbon dioxide (CO2) in our

atmosphere than in past 3 million years. As per report, CO2 levels should not be higher than 280 ppm without human activity, but

currently it’s 410 ppm and rising.

4. ISRO Launched EMISAT and 28 international customer satellites from Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) SHAR in Sriharikota

(Andhra Pradesh), onboard Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C45).

1. EMISAT is a satellite built around ISRO’s Mini Satellite-2 bus weighing about 436 kg. It is intended for electromagnetic

spectrum measurement. EMISAT was put in a 748 km sun-synchronous polar orbit.

1. EMISAT will allow India to intercept radars by detecting the electromagnetic rays from “enemy radar”.

2. EMISAT will cater to India’s strategic defence needs by strengthening the armed forces ability to intercept radar signals

and gauge a variety of parameters and understand various details.

3. EMISAT will allow India to know what kind of radar is at work on the other side, based on the spectrum and we will be

able to read distance between radar and Indian assets too.

2. 28 international customer satellites, together weighing about 220 kg, are from four countries - Lithuania (2), Spain (1),

Switzerland (1) and USA (24).

3. In ISRO's next mission, PSLV-C46 will launch RISAT-2B in May 2019.

5. Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) spacecraft Hayabusa2 blasted surface of an asteroid for the first time to form a

crater. Spacecraft will collect its underground samples to find possible clues to origin of solar system.

6. Scientists at Tsinghua University and Chinese Academy of Sciences' have discovered a possible death switch mechanism in

plant's immune system that triggers infected cells to self-destruct, thus limiting the spread of the disease and keeping other parts

of the plant healthy.

1. Researchers discovered that some plants have evolved to carry a resistance protein called ZAR1 that can detect bacterial

proteins like AvrAC. These plants use special proteins as bait and trick the bacterial protein into attacking them instead.

2. the discovery will provide clues to cell death control and immunity for plants.

7. Scientists at University of Edinburgh (Scotland) found a new state of physical matter recently which is solid and liquid at the

same time. Findings reveal that when applying high pressures and temperatures to potassium (and possibly some other metals

too), it creates a state in which most of the element's atoms form a solid lattice structure.

1. Between 20,000 - 40,000 times atmospheric pressure and 400 to 800 Kelvin (260 to 980 degrees Fahrenheit), potassium

entered what’s called a chain-melted state, in which the chains dissolved into liquid while the remaining potassium crystals

stayed solid.

8. Scientists made possible birth of a nearly transparent Anolis lizard, the first gene-edited reptile.

1. Researchers edited the immature, unfertilized eggs of brown anole lizards.

2. Researchers typically edit with CRISPR by injecting it into a single-celled fertilized egg, creating a DNA change that is

present in all subsequent cells. Female anoles are a special challenge; they store sperm in their oviducts for long periods,

making it difficult to time introduction of CRISPR to fertilization.

3. They also form eggshells at fertilization, and it’s extremely difficult to insert a needle at that stage without damaging the

embryo.
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4. Researchers from University of Georgia (UGA) in Athens instead injected CRISPR complex into immature eggs still in

ovaries, targeting a gene that produces tyrosinase, an enzyme that affects pigmentation.

9. Team of international scientists unveiled First ever image of a black hole, captured through Event Horizon Telescope project -

1. The cosmic portrait belongs to black hole at center of Messier 87, the largest galaxy we know so far, about 54 million light-

years away.

2. Image comes from Event Horizon Telescope, a network of 10 radio telescopes spread across planet and functioning as a

single receiver.

3. The observation and processing of the image took 2 years.

4. Image shows boundary between light and dark around a black hole, called the event horizon - the point of no return, where

the gravity of the black hole becomes so extreme that nothing that enters can ever escape (Not even light). At the center of

black hole, time and space become so curved upon themselves that laws of physics break down completely.

5. Analysis revealed that what was within the dark inner circle was rotating clockwise. This could either be the black hole itself

or matter that was falling into it. mass of this black hole was calculated to be 6.5 billion times the mass of the Sun and its

diameter is 100 billion kilometres.

6. Despite the name, Black holes are not empty but instead consist of a huge amount of matter packed densely into a small area,

giving it an immense gravitational pull.

7. Image -

1. 
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Sports

1. 2019 Malaysia Open Badminton -

1. Men's Singles - Lin Dan (China). He Defeated Chen Long (China).

2. Women's Singles - Tai Tzu-ying (Chinese Taipei).

3. Men's Doubles - China's Li Junhui AND Liu Yuchen

4. Women's Doubles - China's Chen Qingchen AND Jia Yifan

5. Mixed Doubles - China'S Zheng Siwei AND Huang Yaqiong

2. 2019 Miami Open Tennis (USA) -

1. Men's Singles - Roger Federer (Switzerland), Defeated John Ishner (USA). It was Roger Federer's 101st career title. He is

now behind only America's Jimmy Connors with 109 career singles titles.

2. Women's Singles - Ashleigh Barty (Australia), defeated Karolína Plíšková (Czech Republic)

3. Men's Doubles - USA's Bob Bryan AND Mike Bryan

4. Women's Doubles - Elise Mertens (Belgium) AND Aryna Sabalenka (Belarus)

3. 2019 Monterrey Open Women's  Tennis (Mexico) -

1. Singles - Garbiñe Muguruza (Spain). She defeated Victoria Azarenka (Belarus)

2. Doubles - USA's Asia Muhammad AND Maria Sanchez

4. India secured Test Cricket Championship Mace for 3rd successive year, along with million dollar prize. New Zealand were 2nd,

followed by South Africa were and Australia.

1. Inaugural World Test Championship will begin in August 2019, featuring 9 Test nations competing across 27 series and 71

Test matches to reach ICC World Test Championship Final in 2021, where first World Test champions will be crowned.

5. Indian Open Badminton 2019 (New Delhi) -

1. Men's Singles - Viktor Axelsen (Denmark), Beating India's Kidambi Srikkanth in Final.
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2. Women's Singles - Ratchanok Intanon (Thailand)

3. Men's Doubles - Chinese Taipei's Lee Yang AND Wang Chi-lin

4. Women's Doubles - Indonesia's Greysia Polii AND Apriyani Rahayu

5. Mixed Doubles - China'S Wang Yilü AND Huang Dongping

6. Misc. Sports Events (April 2019) -

1. Saurav Ghosal became first Indian male squash player to enter top 10 in Professional Squash Association (PSA) world

rankings.

2. Kho-Kho Federation of India (KKFI) launched an franchise-based league for sport named Ultimate Kho-Kho, in

collaboration with Dabur India Ltd.

3. 73-year-old Israeli Isaak Hayik set a new world record as world’s oldest person to play in a professional soccer match. He

played a match for FC Ironi Or Yehuda against FC Maccabi Ramat Gan.

7. Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack 2019 -

1. India's Virat Kohli and Smriti Mandhana as Leading male and female cricketer of 2019 respectively. Smriti Mandhana

bagged women’s title for first time while Virat Kohli named for 3rd straight year.

2. Virat Kohli is also named among England’s Rory Burns, Jos Buttler, Sam Curran and Tammy Beaumont in receiving the

honour Wisden’s Five Cricketers of the Year.

3. Afghanistan Cricketer Rashid Khan named Leading Twenty20 Cricketer for 2nd successive time.
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