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Appointments

1. Arvind P. Jamkhedkar is appointed as New Chairman of Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR).

2. Ashok Das has been named as India’s new Ambassador to Brazil, while Pradeep Kumar Rawat is appointed as Ambassador to

Timor-Leste.

3. Cyril Ramaphosa of African National Congress (ANC) has been appointed as new President of South Africa. He was elected after

previosu Prez Jacob Zuma was forced to resign recently.

4. Japan’s government reappointed Bank of Japan Governor Haruhiko Kuroda for another term.

5. KP Sharma Oli has become Prime Minister of Nepal for his second term, after Sher Bahadur Deuba resigned as PM.

6. Murugappa Group appointed M.M. Murugappan as its executive chairman.

7. NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant has been given extension till 30th June 2019. He was appointed on 17th February 2016 for a two-

year term.

8. Rakesh Singh has been appointed as private banking head of HDFC Bank.

9. Vinod Kumar Jain is appointed as Vice Chancellor of Tezpur University (Assam).

Top

Awards

1. 71st British Academy Film Awards -

1. The Shape of Water received max Nominations (12), while Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri received most awards

(5)

2. Best Film - Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri (Also named Best British Film)

3. Best Director - Guillermo del Toro (for The Shape of Water)

4. Best Actor in a Leading Role - Gary Oldman (for Darkest Hour)

5. Best Actress in a Leading Role - Frances McDormand (for Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri)

6. Best Actor in a Supporting Role - Sam Rockwell (for Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri)

7. Best Actress in a Supporting Role - Allison Janney (for I, Tonya)

8. Best Documentary - I Am Not Your Negro

9. Best Original Music - Alexandre Desplat (for The Shape of Water )

10. Best Non English Film -The Handmaiden (South Korea)

11. Best Animated Film - Coco

12. Best Short Film - Cowboy Dave

13. EE Rising Star Award - Daniel Kaluuya

2. Filmmaker Ramesh Sippy will be awarded first Raj Kapoor Award for Excellence in Cinema, instituted by Asian Centre for

Entertainment Education (ACEE) and other International Organizations. Ramesh Sippy will be presented with this honour at

Elevate 2K18 in Mumbai.

3. Former Liberian president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf won Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in African Leadership, which is awarded to

a democratically-elected outstanding African leader who served their stipulated term and finished their term within last 3 years.
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She is first female leader to receive this award.

4. Indian engineer Vikas Sathaye has been honoured with Scientific and Engineering Academy Award at Oscars Scientific and

Technical Awards 2018 in Los Angeles (USA), for his contribution towards conceptualisation, design and implementation of

Shotover K1 Camera System during his stint at Shotover Camera Systems in New Zealand.

Top

Books

1. Actress Shilpa Shetty released her second book titled The Diary of Domestic Diva.

Top

Committees

1. Central Government constituted an Inter- ministerial Committee (IMC) under the Chairpersonship of Secretary, Women and

Child Development to tackle menace of trafficking.

2. Government formed committee headed by Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog Rajiv Kumar to study Brahmaputra and flood control

measures in Assam and neighbouring states.

3. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted an expert committee to look into issues relating to classification of bad loans,

effectiveness of audits and rising incidents of frauds. It will be headed by Y H Malegam.

4. University Grants Commission (UGC) constituted a four-member Empowered Expert Committee headed by Former Chief

Election Commissioner N Gopalaswami, for conducting appraisal of applications for shortlisting 20 Institutions of Eminence

(IoE).

Top

Days

1. Feb 11 - International Day of Women and Girls in Science.

2. Feb 13 - World Radio Day. 2018 theme is Radio and Sports.

1. India's 1st Online Radio Station Radio Umang Has been launched, accessible through web / app.

2. India’s first radio festival held in New Delhi to mark World Radio Day, organized by International Association of Women in

Radio and Television AND UNESCO.

3. Feb 20 - World Day of Social Justice. 2018 theme is Workers on the Move: the Quest for Social Justice.

4. UN Chosen India to host World Environment Day to be held on June 5 with theme Beat Plastic Pollution.

Top

Defence

1. Defence Ministry has sanctioned INR 1487 crores to Indian Army to boost perimeter security and fortify its bases in Jammu and

Kashmir, North East and several other sensitive places.

2. India successfully conducted night trial of indigenously developed nuclear capable Prithvi-II missile with strike range of 350 km.

Indigenously developed light transport aircraft SARAS PT1N also successfully completed its second test-flight.

3. Indian and Indonesian Armies begun 6th Garuda Shakti Joint exercise in West Java province of Indonesia.

4. Tri-service maritime exercise Paschim Lehar held off India’s western coast, to build interoperability between Three forces and

Coast Guard.

Top

Economy

1. Axis Bank opened an off-shore banking unit at International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) at Gujarat International Finance

Tec-City (GIFT City) in Gandhinagar. Through this, Bank will offer more products to its clients including trading in foreign

currency in overseas markets etc.

2. Citi Bank India banned purchasing cryptocurrencies by credit and debit cards, as these decentralized currencies are not backed

by any Government.
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3. Equitas Small Finance Bank rolled out selfeSavings, an interactive digital savings account that can be opened online with

Aadhaar, PAN and other basic details. Balance Under INR 10 lakh fetches interest at 6 % and that above INR 10 lakh will get 6.5 %

interest.

4. Financial services Portal Paisabazaar.com tied up with Microsoft to drive an ‘industry first’ technology innovation on its

platform, to move infrastructure of paisabazaar.com to Microsoft Azure, a cloud computing service.

5. Fitch Group's BMI Research stated that India’s fiscal deficit in financial year 2018-19 is expected to be 3.5 % of Gross Domestic

Product (GDP), higher than Government’s fiscal deficit target of 3.3 % as per Union Budget 2018.

6. Flipkart Owned Payments platform PhonePe partnered with Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) to deploy its Point of Sale

(POS) device at IOCL retail outlets. Phone Pe launched its Point of Sale (POS) device in October 2017.

7. Governemnt approved creation of National Urban Housing Fund (NUHF) for INR 60000 crores, in Building Materials and

Technology Promotion Council (BMTPC) under Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.

1. NUHF will facilitate raising requisite funds in next four years so that flow of Central Assistance under different verticals

Including Beneficiary Linked Construction (BLC), Affordable Housing in Parternership (AHP), In-Situ Slum Redevelopment

(ISSR) and Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS).

8. India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) will start pan-India roll out of its network from April 2018, as India’s largest financial inclusion

network. This will enable IPPB to provide digital payment services at doorstep with help of Postmen and Gramin Dak Sewaks

(GDS). IPPB will enable acceptance of digital payments across 1.55 lakh post offices across India.

9. India Signed Loan Agreement with Beijing (China) Based New Development Bank for USD 100 Million for Rajasthan Water

Sector Restructuring Project for Desert Areas. This is first tranche approved by NDB under Multi Tranche Financing Facility of

USD 345 million for this project.

10. Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation will revise base years of gross domestic product (GDP), Index of Industrial

Production (IIP) and Consumer Price Index (CPI) to 2017-18. While for CPI (retail inflation) it will be 2018.

11. National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) prepared area development plans worth INR s1918 crore for

farmers of Punjab, Including promotion of activities like dairy, vegetable cultivation, mushroom growing and bee keeping to

provide income to farmers on sustainable basis.

12. National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) allowed Facebook-owned WhatsApp to beta test its BHIM UPI beta payments

service with limited user base of 1 million and low transaction limit.

13. PFRDA identified 21 Banks as Makers of Excellence under Atal Pension Yojana Outreach Programme, with Number of APY

subscribers crossing 86 Lacs mark. The list is topped by Canara Bank and it contains 6 Public sector banks, 14 Regional Rural

Banks and 1 Cooperative Bank.

14. PNB Housing Finance tied up with World Bank Group's International Finance Corporation (IFC) to raise $800 million for green

and affordable housing. As per tie-up, PNB and IFC will bring in $400 million each.

15. Punjab National Bank (PNB) detected fraudulent transactions worth over 11300 crore at its Mumbai branch. Amount is 1/3rd of

bank’s market capitalisation (36000 crores). It caused sharp fall in PNB's Shares.

1. PNB lodged 2 complaints with Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) against billionaire jewellery designer Nirav Modi and a

jewellery company about fraudulent transactions.

2. Jeweller Nirav Modi allegedly acquired fraudulent letters of undertaking from a PNB branch in Mumbai to secure overseas

credit from other Indian lenders.

16. RBI Will soon have an additional instrument for liquidity management Standing Deposit Facility (SDF) as an additional

instrument for liquidity management, without the need for providing collateral in exchange. As proposed in Budget 2018 as

Standing Deposit Facility (SDF) Scheme.

1. It was first suggested by Urjit Patel Committee in January 2014. This proposal is now a part of the Finance Bill 2018 which is

scheduled to be approved by Parliament by March 31, 2018.

17. Rating Agency Fitch placed Punjab National Bank on Rating Watch Negative (RWN), reflecting a possibility of downgrade

following recent USD 1.77 billion fraud, biggest ever fraud in Indian banking history.

18. Retirement fund body Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) reduced interests rate on deposits to 8.55% for 2017-18

from 8.65%. It will affect around 6 crore subscribers and leave EPFO with a surplus of INR 586 crores against INR 695 crores in

previous FY.

19. State Bank of India (SBI) and Punjab National Bank (PNB) signed agreement with National e-Governance Services Limited

(NeSL) for utilizing its Information Utility Services envisaged under Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016.



1. NeSL is first Information Utility entity registered by Insolvency and bankruptcy Board of India under IBBI (IU) Regulations

2017.

2. IU (Information utility0 is an information network which procures and stores financial data like borrowings, default and

security interests of various entities. Having access to high-quality authenticated financial information helps stakeholders to

counter frivolous litigations made by defaulters to delay the process.

20. West Bengal government sold its 10-year-tenure securities for an aggregate amount INR 2000 crores, for several developmental

projects, after obtaining consent of central government for this stock sale.

21. Yes Bank listed $600 million bond issued under its maiden $1 billion MTN programme on Global Securities Market (GSM) of

India INX. Yes Bank’s MTN (medium term note) bonds issuance is already listed on London Stock Exchange International

Securities Market (LSE ISM) and Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited (SGX).

1. India International Exchange (India INX) is India’s first international exchange at IFSC Gujarat International Financial Tech

(GIFT) City, Gandhinagar (Gujarat), as a subsidiary of Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

2. It is one of world’s most advanced and fastest trading technology platforms with turn-around time of 4 micro seconds. It

operates for 22 hours a day.

Top

International

1. According to Military Balance 2018 report by International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) -

1. India overtook UK to become 5th largest defence spender in world in 2017, with $52.5 billion defence expenditure in 2017

(compared to UK's $50.7)

2. Top 5 - USA ($602.8 billion), China ($150.5 billion), Saudi Arabia ($76.7 billion), Russia($61.6 billion), India ($52.5 billion).

2. According to New York Post, Amazon became 3rd most valuable company in world with market cap of $702.5 billion, getting

past Microsoft. Apple and Alphabet stand ahead of Amazon as most valuable companies in world. Amazon also became first

foreign e-commerce firm to start its own food retail venture in India called Amazon Retail, piloting its services in Pune.

3. As per Water Resources Research, Phosphorus levels in freshwater bodies across world are escalating, posing serious threat to

ecosystem. About 1.5 teragrams of phosphorus (1.5 billion kilograms) is dumped annually into freshwater systems. China

contributes most with 30%, followed by India (8%), USA (7%). Huang He river basin of China has highest phosphorus-related

water pollution. India's Ganges basin is ranked 4th in list.

4. Botanical Survey of India (BSI) and Natural History Museum of UK signed a MOU for cooperation in genetic/taxonomic studies,

research and training, conservation etc. 

5. Brazil declared social emergency on Venezuela border, to tackle influx of people fleeing crisis hit Venezuela. The declaration will

free he authorities to allocate infrastructure funds and other humanitarian measures on Venezuela border.

6. British government introduced a new technology to remove extremist material from social media, developed by ASI Data Science.

It uses advanced machine learning to study sound and visual of videos for “subtle signals” to check if they are extremist content.

7. Cobra Gold training exercise held in Thailand, that includes activities such as drinking cobra blood. This year, 7 countries

participated - USA, Thailand, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, South Korea, and Singapore.

8. Corruption Perceptions Index 2017 by Transparency International (180 Nations) -

1. India ranked 81st.

2. Neighbours - Sri Lanka (91), Pakistan (117), Myanmar (130) and Bangladesh (143), Bhutan (26) and China (77).

3. Top 5 - New Zealand (1), Denmark (2), Finland (3), Norway (4), Switzerland (5)

4. Bottom 5 - Somalia (180), South Sudan (179), Syria (178), Afghanistan (177), Yemen (176)

5. BRICS - Brazil (95), Russia (136), India (81), China (77), South Africa (72)

9. Fiji (island nation in South Pacific Ocean) signed partnered with India’s The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) for

assistance in tackling climate change effects and achieving environmental sustainability.

10. Global IT Firm Capgemini acquired IT American IT Consulting firm LiquidHub for 400 million euros, to enhance its digital-

consulting capabilities in North America.

11. Google combined its two payment services, Google Wallet and Android Pay, into a new app called Google Pay.

12. India - UK Joint research projects on Water Quality Research (WQR) and Energy Demand Reduction in Built Environment

(EDR) have been launched. WQR programme has 8 projects and EDR programme has 4 projects, with joint investment of up to

£15 million.

13. India approved granting long-term visa (LTV) to minorities from Afghanistan seeking refuge in India.
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14. India is ranked 7th in list of targeted countries for Web Application Attacks (WAA), as per report Akamai State of the Internet

Security Q4 2017. It states that nearly 40 % of over 53000 cyber attacks in India occurred in financial sector during 2017.

15. Israel successfully tested Its New advanced missile defense system capable of defending against ballistic missiles, named Arrow -

3.

16. Pakistan declared Mandarin as an official languages of Pakistan, along with Urdu and English.

17. Saudi Arabia Govt. allowed women to open their own businesses and benefit from government e-services without having to prove

consent from husband or male guardian, as a major step away from country’s strict guardianship system that has ruled it for

decades.

18. Singapore will impose a ‘carbon tax’ from 2019 to cut its greenhouse gas emissions and make companies more competitive as

global agreements on climate change take effect. Tax will be SG$5.0 (USD 3.8) per tonne of greenhouse gas emissions from 2019

to 2023.

19. South Africa declared a national disaster over a drought that has ravaged parts of country and threatened to leave city of Cape

Town without domestic tap water.

1. Cape Town is in grip of a catastrophic 3 year long drought as sparse winter rains have failed to bring relief, and dam levels

have dropped to dangerously low levels.

20. Tata Steel and Wipro are 2d Indian companies in US-based Ethisphere Institute's list of World’s Most Ethical Companies for

2018, containing 135 companies from 23 countries. Tata Steel and Wipro are receiving the award for the sixth and seventh time

respectively.

21. Tropical Cyclone Kelvin hit north coast of Western Australia, with winds up to a speed of 150 km per hour.

22. Tropical cyclone Gita hit small South Pacific island country Tonga with Category 4 intensity. with winds upto 145 mph.

23. UNICEF report on newborn mortality rate -

1. Pakistan has worst NMR in world, with 45.6 babies dying out of every 1,000 births in 2016. Pak is Followed by Afghanistan

and Central African Republic.

2. Japan has best NMR, followed by Iceland and Singapore.

3. India's NMR is 25.4, making it 12th worst among 52 ‘lower-middle-income countries’ that pose risk for newborns. India aims

to attain NMR of 12 by 2030.

4. Further, As per report by NITI Aayog, sex ratio at birth (SRB) declined in 17 out of 21 large states of India, with Gujarat

recording 53 points fall. Gujarat is followed by Haryana (35 points drop) and Rajasthan (32 points drop).

24. Venezuela and Libya were suspended from voting in United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 2018-19 session for not paying

UN dues. It was for third time in three years these countries have been suspended from voting for unpaid dues. Their dues are -

$25 Million (Venezuela) and $6 Million (Libya).

25. World’s first robot ski competition The Edge of Robot: Ski Robot Challenge held near PyeongChang (South Korea), with Eight

humanoid robots participating and $10000 Prize Money.

Top

Meetings

1. 2018 World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS 2018) held at Vigyan Bhawan (New Delhi), with theme Partnerships for a

Resilient Planet.

2. 22nd World Information Technology Congress (WITC) 2018 held in Hyderabad (Telangana), with theme Future Enterprises.

India is hosting WITC for first time. Further, 26th Nasscom India Leadership Forum (ILF) was also held alongwith.

1. During this, Telangana government signed MOU with Taoyuan City of Taiwan for better technology partnership in state.

3. 4th Nepal Buildcon and Wood International Expo 2018 held in Kathmandu.

4. China will host 2018 Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit at Qingdao (Shandong Province) in June 2018.

5. Global Digital Health Partnership Summit held at Canberra (Australia), attended by J P Nadda (Minister for Health and Family

Welfare) on India's behalf.

6. India will host first International Solar Alliance (ISA) Summit in March 2018 in Delhi.

1. International Solar Alliance is a treaty based inter-governmental alliance. It comprises of 121 solar energy abundant nations

located between Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn. It aims to make solar energy affordable.

Top
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National

1.  Maharashtra government signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) worth Approx 35000 Crores Thrust Aircraft Pvt Ltd,

company led by Amol Yadav who built six-seater aircraft. Under the MoU signed at Magnetic Maharashtra investors’ summit,

state will give Yadav’s firm 157 acres of land in Palghar district.

1. During the summit, Reliance Industries announced to invest over 60000 crore in Maharashtra in 10 years for establishing an

integrated digital industrial area.

2. Indian Railways signed MOU with Maharashtra government to set up a coach factory in Latur with an investment of INR

600 crores.

2. Actor Kamal Haasan launched his political party Makkal Needhi Maiam (People Justice Centre) in Madurai (Tamil Nadu).

3. Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh launched 6 new features in National Agriculture Market (e-NAM) platform to make it

more user-friendly -

1. MIS dashboard for better analysis

2. BHIM payment facility by traders

3. Mobile payment facility by traders

4. Enhanced features on mobile app such as gate entry and payment through mobile

5. Integration of farmer’s database

6. e-Learning module.

4. As per Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), Andhra PradeshCM Chandrababu Naidu is richest CM in India with declared

assets worth over 177 crores, followed by Arunachal Pradesh CM Pema Khandu (129 crores). Tripura CM Manik Sarkar has lowest

Declared assets (INR 26 lakh).

5. As per Data by Census Directorate, 42 Indian languages are heading towards extinction as only few thousand people speak them.

1. There are total 22 scheduled languages and 100 non-scheduled languages in India, spoken by one lakh or more people.

2. Andaman and Nicobar Islands has most Number of Languages headed towards Extinction (11 Languages), followed by

Manipur (11).

6. As per a Report, Assam is worst in terms of Maternal Mortality Rate (female deaths per 100000 live births), with MMR of 300

against national average of 167. However, MMR in Assam has been declining as it was 383 fours ago and was 447 in 2002. In

Assam, infant mortality rate (number of deaths per 1000 live births of children under 1 year of age) is also higher than national

average (44 against national figure of 37). Fund spending under National Health Mission (NHM) in Assam is also just 13.58 % for

2017-18.

7. Assam Government will set up 3 Terminal Mart for agricultural products in state in order to give a boost to agricultural market.

8. Assam become 4th state (1st in North East) to issue Right of Way (RoW) guidelines for telecom service providers.

1. A legal right, established by usage or grant is referred to as Right of Way (RoW).

2. These guidelines will regulate establishment of underground and overground telecom infrastructure in Assam.

9. BJP’s new headquarters opened on Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg in New Delhi, as largest political party office in world with area

of 1.70 lakh square feet.

10. Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) bagged order worth INR 560 crores from National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC)

for setting up flue gas desulphurisation (FGD) system at National Capital Power Station (capacity 2×490 MW) at Dadri in Uttar

Prades, aimed at controlling various harmful emissions.

11. Cabinet Approvals -

1. Cooperation Agreement with Morocco to develop long-term cooperation in railways.

2. Agreement with Israel on Film Co-production.

3. Cabinet approved Introducing 2 new Bills in Parliament, aimed at protecting savings of investors -

1. Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill 2018 - It aims to tackle menace of illicit deposit taking activities.

2. Chit Funds (Amendment) Bill 2018 - It aims at facilitating orderly growth of Chit Funds sector and remove bottlenecks

being faced by Chit Funds industry. Amendments Proposed in Chit Funds Act 1982 Include Increasing ceiling of

foreman's commission from a maximum of 5% to 7%, as rate has remained static since commencement of Act.

4. CCEA approved construction of 4.531 km long 2-Lane Bi-Directional Silkyara Bend - Barkot Tunnel along NH-134 (old NH-

94) in Uttarakhand, under Chardham Plan. It will be built over 4 years, at cost approx INR 1383 crores. Tunnel will provide

all weather connectivity to Yamunotri (one of Chardhams).

5. CCEA approved methodology for auction of coal blocks for sale of coal to private sector under Coal Mines (Special

Provisions) Act 2015 and Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act 1957. It will open coal sector to commercial



mining by private sector, ending 41 year old monopoly ot Coal India Ltd (CIL). It will allow power cement and steel

producers to source coal more efficiently.

1. SC in September 2014 cancelled 204 coal mines and blocks allocated to various Companies since 1993 under Coal

Mines (Nationalisation) Act 1973. After this, Parliament enacted Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act 2015 to bring

transparency in allocation of coal mines by way of auction and allotment for the sale of coal.

6. Approved setting up of tribunal for adjudication of long-pending dispute between Odisha and Chhattisgarh over Mahanadi

river waters. Tribunal was constituted under Inter-State River Disputes (ISRWD) Act 1956 on request of Odisha and is in line

with SC’s January 2018 order.

7. Approved Setting up crèche facility in Parliament House premises, to establish inclusive and supportive work environment

for women employees, in line with Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act 2017. Creche Facility is a nursery where babies and

young children are cared for during the working day.

12. Central Government will set up 562 more Ekalavya Model Residential School (EMRS) in tribal areas, aimed at providing best

quality education to tribal children in their own environment. Currently, 190 EMRSs are operational, with approx 56000 tribal

students enrolled.

13. Delhi government and Ministry of Environment and Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) launched Clean Air Campaign, to

focus on improvement of air quality, with 70 teams formed as a part of the campaign.

14. Delhi government launched Mission Buniyaad for improving learning skills of children studying in state and municipal-run

schools. It will run from April to June for Class 3 to 5 in MCD schools and for Class 6 to 8 in government's schools. Children will

undergo a reading level assessment based on which they will be enrolled in specialised Mission Buniyaad classes.

15. Feb 12 - National Productivity Day. 2018 theme is Industry 4.0 Leapfrog Opportunity for India.

16. Gandhi Nagar railway station in Jaipur (Rajasthan) became railway station to be fully-managed by women, with 40 women staff

at station.

17. General Conferences (Feb 11 - 20, 2018) -

1. International Agricultural conference Agricon 2018 and Agriexpo 2018 held at Chandrashekhar Azad University of

Agriculture & Technology (CSAUT) at Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh).

2. Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare organized a National Conference Agriculture 2022 – Doubling Farmers’ Income

at National Agriculture Science Complex (NASC) in New Delhi.

3. National Banana Festival 2018 held in Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala).

4. India’s biggest Global Conference on Pharma Industry and Medical Devices held in Bengaluru with theme ‘Driving NextGen

Pharmaceuticals.

5. Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) organized Youth Exchange Programme Watan Ko Jano, with special focus on youth of

Jammu and Kashmir.

6. 3rd Global Procurement Summit in New Delhi, organized by All India Management Association (AIMA) and World Bank

with Theme New Frontiers faced in the Transformation process of Procurement Today.

7. 10th international plastics exhibition, PlastIndia held in Gandhinagar (Gujarat), organized by Plastindia Foundation.

8. 12th International Conference on corporate social responsibility (CSR) held in Bengaluru (Karnataka).

9. 3 day International Conference on Operations and Maintenance, Indian Power Stations 2018 held in New Delhi with theme

Technological Challenges: Risks and Challenges in Power Generation. It is hosted by NTPC to commemorate

synchronization of its first Thermal plant at Singrauli Super Thermal Power Station on February 13, 1982.

10. 54th annual Munich Security Conference held in Munich (Germany).

11. 6th Conference of Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) of India Region held in Patna (Bihar).

12. Scientists observed Darwin Week in Kolkata, to effectively put an end to any confusion regarding Charles Darwin's ‘Theory

of Evolution.

13. International R&D Conclave 2 day conference on Emerging Opportunities and Challenges of R&D in Indian Power Sector

organised by Central Electricity Authority (CEA) in Delhi.

14. National Seminar on Emerging Building Materials and Construction Technologies held in New Delhi. During This, Hardeep

Puri (Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs) launched Mobile App Bamboo Housing & Construction.

Technologies.

18. Google and Tata Trusts extended their Internet Saathi programme to 4,000 villages in six districts of Tamil Nadu, aimed at

Bridging the online gender divide in rural India.



19. Government formulated water conservation scheme Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABY) to tackle ever-deepening crisis of depleting

groundwater level, with allocation of INR 6000 crores. It aims to create sufficient water storage for agricultural purposes. It will

cover 78 districts, 193 blocks and more than 8,300 gram panchayats across Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Uttar

Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh.

20. Government will set up an international educational institution for minorities in Rajasthan’s Alwar city, as 1 of 5 such institutes

that Government is planning to set up across India. This plan was prepared in 2016 by a committee headed by Afzal Amanullah.

21. Haryana State Government will establish Kisan Kalyan Pradhikaran as farmers’ welfare department which will look to make

agriculture remunerative by enhancing productivity and mitigate distress of farming households.

22. Haryana government opened subsidised canteens in 4 districts (Faridabad, Gurugram, Hisar and Yamunanagar) under

Antyodaya Aahaar Yojana to provide hygienic food at affordable prices to poor and needy persons. These canteens will serve food

to concerned people at INR 10, having 4 chapattis, rice, dal, cooked seasonal vegetables, curd or raita, green chutney and gur.

23. India's IT Firm Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) recognized as one of world’s best employers by Top Employer Institute for the

third consecutive year.

24. Indian Railways introduced new General Conditions of Contracts (GCC) for Services, that defines terms & conditions for

contractors engaged in service contracts for non-operational areas Including Facilities Management, Housekeeping, Consultancy

etc.

1. Under new policy of GCC for Services, concepts of Digital Labour Management System and stepped Performance Guarantee

in place of Security Deposit, have been introduced for first time.

2. As per digital management labour system, contractor has to compulsorily maintain a data base of all workers including their

attendance data and salary details.

25. Indian Railways launched Voluntary Safety Reporting website for its employees to anonymously report internal safety issues

and hazards. It allows employees to report issues anonymously OR to mention their contact details for confidential feedback.

26. India’s first artificial intelligence (AI) research institute inaugurated in Mumbai as Wadhwani AI. It will focus on researching

ways to harness power of AI to solve deep rooted problems in India. Indian-American tech entrepreneurs Romesh Wadhwani and

Sunil Wadhwani are committing $30 million to institute over first 10 years.

27. Jharkhand Govt. will set up Dada-Dadi Park for senior citizens in each city across state, to relieve people from summer heat.

28. KPIT technologies signed MOU with NITI (National Institution for Transforming India) Aayog to promote innovative skills of

students, as part of Atal Innovation Mission (AIM).

29. Kerala Government will geotag houses and farms of over 10 lakh livestock and poultry farmers, to compile digital repository of

information of animal husbandry and dairying in Kerala and integrate data using Geographical Information System (GIS).

30. Kerala government made vaccination compulsory for school admissions from next academic year onwards.

31. Kerala government will soon be utilising services of robots called Bandicoot, to clean sewer holes in state, developed by startup

Genrobotics. Services of robots will be initially utilised in Kerala’s capital Thiruvananthapuram, which has over 5000 manholes.

32. Madhya Pradesh government introduced Pollution Metre mobile application to spread awareness against pollution in western

part of state. Using it, users can check status of air, water and noise pollution in their areas.

33. Maharashtra became first State to adopt a fintech (Financial Technology) policy for fostering an environment for fintech

startups. Under this, State Government will provide infrastructure and financial support to facilitate 300 startups over 3 years,

with INR 200 crores allotted for it.

34. Maharashtra government will roll out Asmita Yojana on International Women’s Day (March 8, 2018) to provide affordable

(subsidised) sanitary pads to school girls and women. Under this, schoolgirls studying in Zilla Parishad schools will get sanitary

napkin packet at Rs 5 while rural women can avail it at subsidised rate of INR 24 and INR 29. State government appointed Umed,

Maharashtra State Rural Livelihood Mission, as a nodal agency for effective implementation.

35. Meghalaya Governor Ganga Prasad inaugurated Friendship Gate for Indian and Bangladesh border guards, aimed to have a

Wagah-like beating retreat ceremony for India’s Border Security Force (BSF) and Border Guards Bangladesh.

36. Ministry for Development of North-East Region (DoNER) will set up NITI Forum for North-East to recommend suitable

interventions for sustainable growth in North East Region (NER). It will be co-chaired by Vice-Chairman of NITI Aayog (Rajiv

Kumar Currently) and Minister of State (I/C), Ministry of Development of Northeastern Region (DoNER).

37. Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation launched Gangotri Swachh Iconic Place project AND Swajal, a community owned

drinking water programme in Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand. Bagori Ganga Gram’ project was also announced for Bagori

village, which was declared open defecation free (ODF).



38. Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) extended Anti-Narcotics Scheme for 3 more years to combat illicit trafficking in drugs and

psychotropic substances, with an estimated budget of INR 21 crores. It was launched in October 2004 for 5 years and has been

extended twice since then.

39. Northeast India’s first regional Centre for Agriculture with collaboration of Israel will be inaugurated in Mizoram in March 2018.

It will be first such centre in North East region of India being established with Israeli collaboration.

40. PM Narendra Modi flagged off Palace Queen Humsafar Express between Mysuru (Karnataka) and Udaipur (Rajasthan), aimed to

promote tourism between North and South.

41. PM Narendra Modi inaugurated 4th Container Terminal (FCT) of Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) in Mumbai, as India's

Largest Container Terminal. It has been developed at estimated cost of INR 7915 crores.

1. New FCT will add capacity of 24 lakh containers per year in Phase-I and after completion of Phase-II in 2022, capacity of

JNPT will be 100 lakh containers per year.

42. PM Narendra Modi inaugurated newly constructed Dorjee Khandu State Convention Centre in Itanagar (Arunachal Pradesh).

43. PM Narendra Modi laid foundation stone of Navi Mumbai International Airport, to cost approx INR 16700 crores.

44. Power Ministry extended waiver of inter-state power transmission charges and losses for solar and wind power projects

commissioned till 31 March 2022, to promote clean energy sources. Waiver will be available to solar and wind projects for 25 years

from date of commissioning.

1. It holds significance in view of India’s ambitious target of having 175GW of renewable energy capacities (100GW of solar,

60GW of wind energy, 10GW energy from Biomass and 5 GW from Hydel).

2. Earlier, waiver was available to solar and wind power projects commissioned till 31 December 2019, and 31 March 2019

respectively.

45. Supreme Court's Verdict on Cauvery Water Dispute -

1. SC stated that Karnataka government will release 177.25 tmcft of Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu from its inter-state Biligundlu

dam, down from state’s earlier allocation of 192 TMC water. Karnataka will now have an enhanced share of 14.75 tmcft water

per year.

2. Earlier, Cauvery Water Tribunal’s order in 2007 stated Karnataka to have share of 270 tmcft of Cauvery water. Now it will go

up to 284.75 tmcft.

3. Verdict stayed 30 tmcft water to Kerala and 7 tmcft water to Puducherry as per Tribunal's 2007 Order. SC also allowed Tamil

Nadu to draw an additional 10 tmcft 'groundwater' from a total of 20 tmcft beneath Cauvery basin.

4. SC order on Cauvery water allocation will continue to hold for next 15 years.

5. Cauvery Water Dispute -

1. Water sharing of Cauvery River has been a major source of conflict between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. Its origin is

traced back to two agreements in 1892 and 1924, which had taken place between the then Madras Presidency and

Kingdom of Mysore.

2. 802 km long Cauvery River has 44,000 km2 basin area in Tamil Nadu and 32,000 km2 basin area in Karnataka.

3. Cauvery Water Tribunal, in its ruling in 2007, allocated 192 TMC water to Tamil Nadu, 270 TMC water to Karnataka,

30 tmcft to Kerala and 7 tmcft to Puducherry per year.

46. UP Investors Sunmit 2018 Lucknow -

1. Government will establish India'a 2nd defence industrial production corridor in Uttar Pradesh, at approx INR 20000 crores

and will generate about 250000 jobs. It will link Agra, Aligarh, Lucknow, Kanpur, Jhansi and Chitrakoot. 1st of 2 defense

industrial production corridors proposed in Budget 2018 will link Chennai & Bengaluru.

2. UP's Khadi and Village Industries Board signed pact with Amazon India to facilitate online selling of Khadi products.

47. Virgin Group (USA) signed agreement with Maharashtra Government to build world’s first hyperloop transportation system

between Mumbai and Pune, during Magnetic Maharashtra investor summit in Mumbai. It aims to reduce travel time between two

mega cities to 20 minutes from three hours at present, with capability of travelling up to 1000 km per hour.

1. Hyperloop Technology is dubbed as fifth mode of transportation. It is system of magnetically levitating capsules (pods) that

are sent at high speeds through low-pressure tubes. It uses linear Induction motors in it to control speed of pods.

2. Hyperloop is two-to-three times faster than fastest high-speed rail and haS speeds even greater than commercial air travel.

3. Hyperloop departures could happen with a low frequency of a pod every 20 seconds which is not possible in railways.
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1. Avani Chaturvedi became first Indian woman to fly a fighter aircraft solo, after She flew a MiG-21 bison. She belongs to first

batch of female pilots, besides Bhawana Kanth and Mohana Singh, who were inducted into IAF in 2016.

2. Former President Pranab Mukherjee will be conferred an honorary D.Litt by Indian Institute of Engineering Science and

Technology (IIEST).

3. Pakistan Peoples Party’s Krishna Kumari will become country’s first woman Hindu Parliamentarian (MP).

4. South Africa's President Jacob Zuma resigned, after ruling party African National Congress (ANC) threatened to eject him from

office. Further, Hailemariam Desalegn resigned as Prime Minister of Ethiopia (Horn of Africa).

5. Visits From India (Feb 11 - 20, 2018)

1. Finance and Corporate Affairs Arun Jaitely visited Saudi Arabia, to co-chair 12th India-Saudi Arabia Joint Commission

Meeting (JCM).

2. PM Narendra Modi completed his tri-nation visit to Palestine, United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Oman.

1. This is the first ever visit by an Indian PM to Palestine, and PM Modi’s second visit to UAE and first to Oman.

2. Oman Visit -

1. India and Oman signed 8 MoUs in different areas. In Includes -

1. Agreement on Legal and Judicial Cooperation in Civil and Commercial matters.

2. Agreement on mutual visa exemption for holders of diplomatic, Special, service and official passports

3. MOUs for co-operation in health, peaceful uses of outer space, Foreign Services, Academic and Scholarly

areas, Tourism and Military Matters.

4. India secured access to strategic Port of Duqm in Oman in Arabian sea for military use and logistical

support. Following this, services of Duqm port and dry dock will be available for maintenance of Indian

military vessels.

1. Port of Duqm is strategically situated on southeastern seaboard of Oman, overlooking Arabian Sea

and Indian Ocean. It is straddled along critical sea lanes in Arabian Sea and Gulf of Aden, located

close to Chabahar port in Iran (developed by India open a trade route to Afghanistan and Central Asia,

bypassing Pakistan) and Gwadar Port in Pakistan developed by China as part of China–Pakistan

Economic Corridor.

3. UAE Visit -

1. PM Narendra Modi laid foundation stone of first traditional Hindu temple in Abu Dhabi (UAE), as first

traditional Hindu stone temple in the Middle East. It will come up on 55,000 square metres of land.

2. Indin and UAE inked 5 MOUs -

1. MOU between a consortium led by ONGC and Abu Dhabi national oil company for acquisition of 10% stake

in offshore concession.

1. Under this, ONGC consortium of Indian state oil firms have acquired 10% stake in Abu Dhabi’s

offshore Lower Zakum Concession for $600 million. With this deal, Indian oil and gas companies for

first time have acquired stake in development of Abu Dhabi’s hydrocarbon resources. It gives Indian

oil companies, access to about 2 million tonnes of annual share from field, with term of 40 years.

2. MoU aiming to institutionalize employment of Indian workers in UAE to safeguard their interests.

3. MoU aiming at technical cooperation in rail sector, financial services, Securities exchanges.

4. MoU between Jammu and Kashmir and DP World signed to establish multi-modal logistics park and hub in

Jammu.

3. 6th World Government Summit (WGS) 2018 held at Madinat Jumeirah in Dubai (UAE), with India as guest

country.

1. India’s Aadhaar and Umang App won awards at 6th World Government Summit 2018 in Dubai.

1. Umang App won in Best m-Government Service for Accessible Government Category. Umang stands

for Unified Mobile Application for New-age Governance. It provides users unified platform that

combines government departments and services, facilitating transactions for citizens.

2. Aadhaar won Best Government Emerging Technology Award.

2. Dubai’s Roads and Transport Authority (RTA) launched tests of world’s first autonomous pods at World

Government Summit, in cooperation with Next Future Transportation (US-Based).

4. Palestine Visit -

1. India and Palestine have signed 6 MoU s worth USD 40 million.



1. Setting up of India-Palestine Super-specialty hospital at Beit Sahour in Bethelhem Governorate at a cost of

US$ 30 million.

2. Construction of India Palestine Centre for Empowring women, "Turathi” at a cost of US$ 5 million.

3. Setting up new National Printing Press at Ramallah at a cost of US$ 5 million.

4. Construction of school in Muthalth Al Shuhada Village at a cost of US$ 1 million

5. Construction of school in Tamoon village in Tubas Governorate in Palestine at a cost of US$ 1.1 million.

6. Assistance of US$ US$ 0.25 million for construction of additional floor to Jawahar Lal Nehru for Boys at

Abu Dees.

6. Visits to India (Feb 11 - 20, 2018)

1. Iran President Hassan Rouhani Visited India.

1. MOUs Signed during Visit -

1. Agreement for Avoidance of Double Taxation and Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with respect to taxes on Income.

2. Exemption from Visa requirement for holders of Diplomatic Passports.

3. Instrument of Ratification of Extradition Treaty signed in 2008.

4. Cooperation in - Traditional Systems of Medicine, Agriculture and Allied Sectors, Health and Medicine and Postal

Departments.

Top

Science

1. According to a new study by Swedish scientists, small molecules that specifically restrain a selenium-containing enzyme in the

human body may become an important tool to fight cancer. Researchers at Karolinska Institute (Sweden) treated cancer in mice

with these molecules and observed rapid tumor-killing effects.

1. Selenium is a chemical element that is an essential micronutrient. A selenium-containing enzyme, called TrxR1, can be used

to support growth of various cells and protect them from oxidative stress (imbalance between production of free radicals,

which are highly reactive with other molecules, and body's ability to counteract or repair resulting damage).

2. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will launch Chandrayan-2 Mission in April 2018 as India's second lunar mission. It

wll cost approx INR 800 Crores.

1. ISRO is also planning to launch India’s second space observatory, AstroSat-2, to help observe distant planets, galaxies and

other astronomical objects more clearly than from Earth. Currently, only USA, Japan, Russia, Europe and India have their

own space observatories. AstroSat-1 was launched in September 2015 with life span of 5 years.

3. Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will introduce carbon dioxide (CO2) injection technology in its Gandhar oil field in

Gujarat, as first large scale CO2-injected project in Asia. It aims to recover extra 20 million barrels of crude oil under enhanced oil

recovery (EOR) programme.

1. CO2 injection technology is a proven concept in West, especially USA and Canada. Under it, CO2 gas is injected with residual

oil in ageing field in which total oil production has been declining. It reduces its viscosity and makes it easier to displace oil

from rock pores.

4. Researchers identified a new shark species in Atlantic Ocean, named Atlantic sixgill shark. They are very different from ones in

Indian and Pacific Oceans on a molecular level. New species of sharks have six-gill slits, while most sharks have five-gill slits.

5. Scientists confirmed discovery of nearly 100 new exoplanets outside our solar system based on data from second mission of

NASA’s Kepler Space Telescope (K2 mission) released in 2014. With this, number of exoplanets found using NASA’s K2 mission

has reached almost 300.

6. Scientists discovered massive reserves of mercury hidden in permafrost (thick subsurface layer of soil that remains below

freezing point throughoutthe year, occurring primarily in polar regions).

1. Study says that that all frozen and unfrozen soil in northern permafrost regions contain a combined 1656 gigagrams of

mercury, making it largest known reservoir of mercury on planet.

2. This discovery may have significant implications on human health and ecosystems worldwide as exposure to mercury can

cause serious health problems. There would be severe environmental problems if these reservoirs do not remain frozen, as

evident by Warming temperatures. Melting permafrost could release a large amount of mercury that could potentially affect

ecosystems around the world.

7. Scientists from Rockefeller University (USA) discovered of a new class of antibiotics called malacidins, produced by

microorganisms living in soil and dirt and is capable of killing off several antibiotic-resistant pathogens.
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1. Malacidins are distinctive class of antibiotics that are commonly encoded in soil microbiomes. They have never been

reported in culture-based NP (Natural Products) discovery efforts.This discovery could be a useful weapon in field of

medicines.
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1. 2018 Chennai Open Challenger Tennis Title -

1. Singles - Jordan Thompson (Australia), Defeating India'a Yuki Bhambri

2. Doubles - India's Sriram Balaji AND Vishnu Vardhan

2. 2018 Maharashtra Tata Open Men's Tennis Championship -

1. Singles - Gilles Simon (France), Defeated Kevin Anderson (South Africa)

2. Doubles - Netherlands' Robin Haase AND Matwé Middelkoop

3. Australian Noted female Cricketer Alex Blackwell announced her retirement from all forms of cricket.

4. Australian cricketer Steve Smith won his 2nd Allan Border Medal, making him best Australian male cricketer in past year.

Further, Ellyse Perry won her 2nd Belinda Clark Award Medal, as best female cricketer of Australia in past 12 months.

5. Badminton player Pullela Gopichand initiated India’s largest ‘train the trainers’ programme by inducting 1500 Physical

Education (PE) teachers from across Gujarat for advanced training, envisioned by ELMS Sports Foundation.

6. British Athletics announced that London will host a new World Cup in July 2018, as a 2 day event with 8 participants - USA,

Poland, China, Germany, France, Jamaica and South Africa. 1 male and 1 female athlete from each country will be selected for

every field event and each track race up to 1500 metres.

7. India at Miscelleneous Sports Events (Feb 2018) -

1. Indian boxers won 10 medals, including 5 gold, at the Asian Games Test event in Jakarta, Indonesia.

8. Odisha government will sponsor Indian National Hockey teams for next 5 years, along with upcoming Men’s Hockey World Cup

in November - December 2018 in Kalinga Stadium (Bhubaneswar).

9. Portugese Footbaler Cristiano Ronaldo became first player in UEFA Champions League history to score 100 goals for a single

club (Real Mardid).

10. Railway Sports Promotion Board (RSPB) won 8th Senior National Women’s Hockey Championship, defeating Madhya Pradesh

in Ranchi.

11. Swiss Tennis Ace and Twenty Grand slams winner, Roger Federer became oldest world number one, after he defeated his Dutch

opponent Robin Haase in Rotterdam at the ABN Amro World Tennis Tournament.

12. Tamil Nadu won Senior Women’s National Football Championship for the first time, defeating Manipur in Cuttack (Odisha).

13. USA's Christian Coleman broke 20 year old world record of Maurice Greene in 60 metres sprint with 6.34 seconds timing, at US

Indoor National Championships in Albuquerque.

14. Virat Kohli became first batsman to score 500 runs in a bilateral ODI series, after he scored the same during ODI series against

South Africa. Kohli also became 2nd batsman (After AB De Villers) to cross 900-point mark concurrently in Tests & ODIs. Also,

Bhuvneshwar Kumar became first Indian bowler to take 5 wicket hauls in all three formats in international cricket.

15. World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) suspended Romania’s drug-testing laboratory for six months, due to several non-

conformities with regulations.
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